
Amman Design Week Kicks Off City-Wide Event 
For the first time in Jordan 

Amman, September 2016 - Following its inauguration by Her Majesty Queen Rania 
Al Abdullah on Tuesday 30 August, 2016, Amman Design Week (ADW) opens its 
doors to the public today, marking the start of nine days packed with diverse 
workshops, conferences, exhibitions, talks, discussions, and business and 
networking opportunities, as well as guided tours, performances and food. 

ADW is kicking off at three central locations in Downtown Amman: The Hangar 
Exhibition at Ras El Ain Hangar, the MakerSpace at Jordan Museum, and the Crafts 
District at Raghadan Tourist Terminal. One of the highlights of Day One is the 
Memory Matrix - Pixel Jewelry Workshop at the MakerSpace, which explores the 
possibilities of future heritage creation, allowing participants to design jewelry both 
for themselves and for the project as they share stories about their heritage. 

Throughout ADW, visitors can enjoy the social space and pavilion, MADAFA, 
located by Al-Hussein Cultural Center in downtown Amman. Curated by Arini and 
designed by Rasem Kamal and Saja Nashashibi, MADAFA is a modern 
reinterpretation of a traditional space intended for the reception of visitors. Stepping 
into a relaxed atmosphere where they can enjoy selected events, interactive 
projections, and live ‘unplugged’ music, visitors can indulge in exclusively-designed 
food, specialty dishes and organic snacks developed by food professionals. Visitors 
can also enjoy specialty food offered at the three nodes by Namliyeh under a project 
entitled ‘Amman Eats’, which aims to revive a culture of street food and explores the 
interaction between food and design.

In addition to upbeat live music by Humam Eid and Friends at the Raghadan Tourist 
Terminal, the first day features several exciting exhibitions and openings at 
independent creative spaces across the city. These include the Works and 
Methodologies exhibition at Rand El Haj Hasan’s Studio, Inverse at Jacaranda 
Images, Constellations at the Duke’s Design Center, Ya Hafeth Ya Ameen at the 
Widad Kawar Home For Arab Dress, Prototype 1 at Turbo, and Istinsakh (Cloning) 
at Darat al Funun - The Khalid Shoman Foundation. More information on the times, 
locations and descriptions of ADW’s Day One events can be found on the official 
website www.ammandesignweek.com.

Commenting on the official start of ADW events, Co-Director, Rana Beiruti, said, 
“For the first time in Jordan, ADW will be taking place at more than 40 spaces across 
the capital. Over the course of nine days, ADW will bring together more than 100 
local and regional designers to kick start a public conversation about design in 
Jordan.”

Beiruti added, “ADW will have a little something for everyone. It is not just about 

the fantastic exhibitions and installations; there are also many cultural activities 
taking place to revive public spaces, as well as workshops, talks, discussions, and 
even a children’s program available around the city, offering opportunities to learn 
about design in a multifaceted way.” 

“I am confident that by the end of ADW designers will have received the learning 
and networking opportunities needed to foster their talent and grow the design 
sector in Jordan and the Middle East, while visitors will have enhanced their 
understanding of design and how it shapes our lives and communities,” 
Co-Director, Abeer Seikaly explained. 

-Ends-

About Amman Design Week (ADW)
ADW is an immersive experience in design. The nine-day annual celebration, piloting in 
September 2016, will foster talent and encourage experimentation while promoting the 
growth and proliferation of the design sector in Jordan and the region. ADW will stimulate 
learning, innovation, and imagination by building a platform that will bolster Jordan’s design 
sector and move it towards international recognition and acknowledgement. By empowering 
design communities, ADW seek to create an environment that embraces audiences and offers 
design experiences that inspire, engage, and motivate. The first iteration of ADW, which is 
plugged into a network of other design weeks taking place around the world, aims to build a 
citywide platform that encourages design thinking and establishes Amman as a potential hub 
for the cross-pollination of communities and ideas. ADW will offer a series of events, 
workshops, exhibitions, talks, discussions, and networking opportunities. 
www.ammandesignweek.com
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