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ABSTRACT

Jasmine Canvas is a proposed design solution for the Samir Al Rifai Park, an urban pocket located between Jabal 
Weibdeh and Downtown Amman. The new park design seeks to build bridges and facilitate connection between 
the diverse refugee and local constituencies that call the surrounding neighborhoods home. With a specific focus on 
engaging youth, the park is divided into three main zones: the play pit zone for children, the interactive jasmine wall 
– an urban canvas ideal for hosting cultural activities that weaves a pedestrian connection through the two neigh-
borhoods, and an active zone that adds additional sport facilities to the existing skate park. By providing group 
sports and leisure activities in an aesthetically pleasing and innovative space, Jasmine Canvas has the potential to 
build the bridges our society so direly needs. 
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CONCEPT

The Samir Al Rifai Park is an urban pocket located between the hill that leads to Jabal Weibdeh and 
Downtown Amman. Spread across a total area of one dunam, the park is accessible from both east and 
west Amman. The space caters to vulnerable youth of different nationalities that have been affected by 
war and violence. It facilitates a skate program – with an average 40% female participation – for the ap-
proximately 130 refugees and other young people that visit the park on a weekly basis, including those 
of Jordanian, Syrian and Sudanese descent. 
Adding to the recent development of the 7Hills skate park, the team is proposing a design solution that 
promotes physical and mental health by creating a dynamic public space where refugee and other vul-
nerable groups in the neighborhood can enjoy sport and leisure activities. To ensure the that the space is 
responsive to these constituencies, the design process is inherently informed and guided by public par-
ticipation. To this end, the team conducted numerous site visits, during which it met with park visitors 
and chatted with the local community to understand their needs and concerns.

The proposed park layout is conceptually divided into three zones: the play pit zone that includes an 
aromatic education garden and is an ideal space for children and their families to meet, play and learn, 
the interactive jasmine wall – an urban canvas designed to host cultural activities and local markets, and 
the active zone, which adds areas for wheel sports, calisthenics, and a running path to the existing skate 
park. A green layer weaves through the different elements of the park, elegantly bringing them together 
into a cohesive and unified canvas. 

The main element of the proposed design, the jasmine wall, reinvents one of the most recognizable 
and renowned aspects of Amman’s design – The Staircase. The team proposes the employment of lo-
cally available materials to interpret Amman’s traditional character through an innovative public space. 
Weaving a pedestrian connection through an elevated path between Jabal Weibdeh and Downtown 
Amman, the porous medium joins together a diverse array of people as a way to promote social cohe-
sion between the different neighborhoods of the city and their constituents. The wall, beyond providing 
a space in which people can chat, walk, relax and interact, can also be used as a cultural canvas and to 
facilitate social activities, thus benefiting the community and fostering a culture of public space in the 
city of Amman. 

With a flat terrain and a gentle 6% slope, the site encourages walking and various types of wheel sports. 
The active zone thus includes facilities that encourage physical activity by catering to skateboarders, 
runners, and riders of scooters, bicycles, BMX bikes and rollerblades. 
The landscape strategy for the park features a wide array of plants with a diverse selection of arid climate 
and salt tolerant trees, shrubs, and perennials, thus providing a resilient urban habitat. 
Jasmine Canvas, an innovative design for the urban Samir Al Rifai Park, serves as a platform for con-
necting a unique mix of nationalities in an area renowned for its wealth of culture and heritage. Through 
group activities, locals and refugees will have the opportunity to come together and find common 
ground, irrespective of their backgrounds. We the design team believe that sport is a global language 
that has the potential to build the bridges our society so direly needs. 
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+ -OUTDOOR WORKOUT STATIONS

In Collaboration with X‐Sports Management LLC to provide our community with activities and facilities that offer 
fun- filled, health promoting physical activities, conducive to wellness and personal development.

Future XSM Programs offer opportunities to young people, and also look to support youth organizations. The pro-
gram explores opportunities for youth organizations to be more sustainable and less dependent on public funding. 
First looking at more private funding from foundation and companies, and secondly by working towards new 
models, such as cooperatives or social enterprises community.  The program focuses towards tangible initiatives for 
young people. 



JASMINE CANVAS

14

+ -FABRICATION AND CONSTRUCTION SCHEDULE

The schedule of works is divided into three main phases:

Phase 1: 
•	 Mobilization
•	 Excavation	&	Demolition	

Phase 2:
•	 Construction
•	 Pavilion	
•	 Hard	landscape
•	 Existing	building	renovation	
•	 Skate	park	renovation	
•	 Manufacturing	urban	furniture
•	 MEP	works

Phase 3: 
•	 Soft	landscape	&	irrigation	system	
•	 Urban	furniture	installation	on	site	(benches,	workout	stations,	bins,	wayfind-
ing	&	signage	etc.)

Phase 4: 
•	 Snag	list

The interactive wall will be built adjacent to the retaining wall, the concept is to create a recreational urban space for 
the community to interact and engage. To reflect the lightness and fluidity of The Jasmine Canvas wall; the structure 
is	made	up	of	glass	reinforced	concrete	(GRC)	blocks	stacked	on	top	of	each	other	in	a	typical	brickwork	parametric	
pattern, held within a solid steel frame. Based on a through and in depth research of durable and lightweight ma-
terials GRC was selected to be locally fabricated. We want to create this interactive dynamic space that is both fluid 
and transparent to social and communal events that will take space in the park. Through stacking block, an outdoor 
performance auditorium is created overlooking old downtown Amman view.  The Jasmine structure is a permanent 
structure that is both durable and low maintenance.


