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Proposal for the Re-design of the 
Samir Al Rifai Park
Seven Hills Park: 

Abstract

Our design proposal is to reinvigorate the park with a diversity 
of spaces and forms which lends itself to an array of usages and 
interpretations and to counter the sense of alienation from the 
built environment in our city.

To build a sense of “mutual appropriation” of the park’s spaces 
and forms. Spaces and forms that are not fully defined creating 
opportunities for the park users to spontaneously personalize 
and interpret them as they well fostering a sense of ownership.  

It is a project about opportunities. The proposal is a ribbon-
like pathway connecting all the different parts of the program 
and inviting the park users to freely saunter at well, to create 
potential chances of social encounters, as well as fully exploit 
the folds and thresholds presented by the natural topography 
and the designed form. 

Project Description 

1. A guard house with attached washroom
A guard house adjacent to the main entrance with an 
unobstructed vision glazing to both the south-west and north-
eastern portions of the park. The guard house is fully equipped 
with an independent naturally ventilated washroom, and 
peripheral desk and shelving space. This guard house is part of 
a one-floor multi-function building complex.  

2. Two public washrooms
Other amenities include two public washrooms, also 
naturally ventilated, with easily accessible outside sinks.
3. Community Garden 

Separating the two facilities mentioned above is a 
tunnel leading to a space dedicated and managed by 
the community designed for urban food production. A 
garden shed used for storage of farming equipment is also 
provided.

4. Ribbon-like Pathway designed for physical activity
To one side of the community garden is the start of the 
ribbon pathway. The ribbon pathway is a recreational 
oriented pathway accommodating outdoor social and 
physical activities. It initially ramps up onto the roof of the 
new building complex and continues along the natural site 
topography to seamlessly connecting all program parts of 
the park.  The pathway circlembulate around the skate bowl 
to resolve its edges creating a platform for skateboards 
to launch into the bowl and for passing pedestrians to 
comfortably navigate around it.  

The pathway is designed to induce a sense of freedom of 
movement for the park users to explore every part of it. It is 
composed of concrete, and compacted earth. 
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5. The Skate Hub
Although not requested, a new element was added to the 
program; the skate hub. This resourceful space is required for 
the management of the skate bowl programs and can be used 
to conduct educational and informational sessions, it also serves 
as a storage for skating equipment.  

6. A playground

A playground fully equipped with seemingly bare pieces 
however are designed to trigger the imagination of overtly 
simulated children of today, featuring three pieces inspired by 
the work of Dutch architect Aldo van Eyck.

Adjacent to the playground is an amphitheatre. The 
amphitheatre serves as a communal living room designed for 
parental observation and spontaneous gatherings.  

7. 60% of the park remains untouched
A diversity of green and vegetated spaces are provided, serving 
as a green lung for the park.

A large portion of the park remains untouched with a planned 
future intensification of planting. A portion of the new building 
roof will be dedicated to intensive green roof. A number of 
shade trees will be installed to the side of the main entrance; 
the trees will have specially designed round tree boxes serving 
as possible seating contraptions. Two vegetated swales 
demarcating different portions of the green areas. All the green 
features will help preserve the natural hydrology of the site 
and should be populated with native and endemic plants that 
provide yearlong visual interest. 

Building Description

The new building is a one-floor multi-function complex 
encompassing the existing electricity transformer room. The 
building proper is an in-situ concrete structure. A striking 
30 cm deep dropped beams of the building ceiling are fully 
in display. The exterior finish in some parts has a heavily 
textured skin. The building color can change according to 
the users’ discretion. 
The guard house has triple layer insulated concrete walls 
and two large vision glazing windows. The interior has 
wood furniture (desk, shelves) and bathroom fixtures. 
The skate hub has 33 metal lockers and a concrete 
management desk. All the lighting fixtures used in the 
building are linear LED fluorescent lighting. The washroom 
has four standard toilets and two other toilets designed for 
individuals with disabilities. The fully occupiable rooftop 
has a metal safety railing and a stepped paving flanked on 
each side with an intensive green roof vegetated with native 
plants. 

A 12 cm thick concrete ramp curves around the community 
garden and leads to the top of the building complex. 
The ramp is supported with a double reinforced concrete 
columns. Underneath the ramp, at height of 2.1 m or 
more seating benches are provided in the shade and 
an equipment shed is placed to hold gardening tools. 
Meanwhile, areas under the ramp below 2.1 m clearance 
are infilled with rubble stone embankments. When 
appropriate, sections of the ribbon-like pathway would be 
constructed of compacted earth instead of concrete. 
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