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Amman Design Week Wool-Weaved Installation Re-designed into 
Blankets for Underprivileged Families

Amman - Amman Design Week’s team has distributed wool blankets to underprivileged 
Syrian refugees and poor Jordanian families, as part of an initiative to recycle materials used 
during Amman Design Week.

The event, which took place in Amman last September, drew more than 35,000 designers 
and visitors, and was held with the support of Her Majesty Queen Rania Al Abdullah.
“Entrelac”, an installation piece created through a joint collaboration between local fashion 
designer Raya Kassisieh and NADAAA, a Boston-based architecture and urban design firm 
led by MIT professor Nader Tehrani is one of the exhibition’s major displays that have been 
recycled.

The monumental 350 kg wool-weaved installation is an architecturally scaled garment 
consisting of many hand-knitted strands and woven as a single cross stitch piece.The local 
craftswomen who knitted the piece dismantled it themselves and transformed it into 38 
finished individual blankets that were handed out.

The recycling initiative aims to raise awareness about local design and designers and high-
light the positive impact of craft on community development.

Through its long-term community projects, the Amman Design Week team is working to 
encourage harnessing available tools to promote design disciplines across sustainable cul-
tural and socially sound platforms.

According to Amman Design Week Co-Director Rana Beiruti, the collaboration project em-
phasizes design as key in creating a culture of innovation, and brings to light its connection 
to community development. The initiative’s impact benefits not only the local talents that 
have produced the designs, but also resonates farther afield by providing useful necessities 
to less fortunate families in the community, Beiruti explained.

Beiruti added that through Amman Design Week’s focus on social responsibility and com-
munity development, most of the materials used in the exhibition’s installations have been 
re-used and recycled.

The first iteration of Amman Design Week was launched in September 2016, and has since 
opened opportunities for exchange between designers, collaborators and international 
experts. The team aims to promote a viable design culture in Jordan, aspiring to establish 
Amman as a regional hub for innovation,talent,and experimentation.
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