
 

 

 
 

 
In the last twelve months, Brexit has come to dominate our public, and often our private, discourse. With 

polarising rhetoric and binary choice between ‘leave’ and ‘remain’ it has left fault lines running through 

communities across the UK. George Dunn, CEO of the Tenant Farmers Association, considers how churches 

might respond… 

At the start of Philippians 4 we read of two women who have clearly allowed a difference of opinion to 

destroy their fellowship, causing them to fall out of communion. Paul urges that they should be ‘of the 

same mind in the Lord’. Whilst we read in Romans 14 about the reality of differences of opinion we are also 

taught that they are secondary to ensuring that we are united in living for the Lord, and in 1 Corinthians 8 

we are warned not to let the exercise of our rights become a stumbling block to others. 

The UK is now in the unprecedented position of negotiating its exit from the European Union. In our 

churches we will have the full range of emotions from those who are fearful of the future, those for whom 

the issues under debate appear to have little impact on their everyday lives and those who see Brexit as a 

great celebration of our independence, opening the door to previously unavailable opportunities. We need 

to hold them all together in communion and, whatever our position, we need to guard against becoming 

stumbling blocks to brothers and sisters with different views. 

Whatever those views it is surely a failure on all our parts if individuals from other countries of the EU who 

have lived and worked among us on our farms, horticultural enterprises and food processing plants, and in 

other sectors of society, feel frightened, inappropriately targeted and insecure. Our churches should be 

places of sanctuary, love and inclusion even if the rest of society chooses to act differently. It’s perfectly 

acceptable to argue that in the long run we should be sourcing more of our labour from domestic resources 

but this should not undermine the need to show kindness and compassion to all. 

Our rural churches should also be places of debate as we seek to build a new consensus for a sustainable, 

post-Brexit food, farming and environmental policy untroubled by the winds of short-term political change 

and understanding of our influence on the wider world.  We must consider the full landscape of policies 

and practices which affect our countryside including trade, how production standards are developed and 

enforced, the fair operation of markets, taxation, tenancy law, risk management tools, environmental and 

planning regulation, research and development, technology transfer, access to land for new entrants, 

progressing farmers and allowing dignified routes for retirement for older farmers.  

As we move forward into an unknown future, prayer must be at the heart of our response to Brexit: for 

ourselves, our churches and our communities and particularly for our political leaders across the UK and 

our partners in the EU. Wisdom, tact and diplomacy will be required in spades and it can certainly be 

argued that we have seen too little of any of these in the debate in recent times. 

There is a lot to do and we need to get on with it constructively. 
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This article first appeared in Country Way 75: Everybody Welcome, June 2017. Go to germinate.net/country-

way for more information about how to subscribe. 
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