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The first time I moved house was when I was 18 years old 
and went to university. This was unusual even then but in the 
next seven years I had 11 different addresses, finally coming 
to rest in Warwickshire and putting down much needed roots. 
Those roots are still there, well secured into the village and 
church community. 

Well-rooted plants and trees are hard to lift and move. The 
long, branched root system will grow deeply into the soil and 
may be bigger than the plant itself. A long time in any place 
or in any job means that you put down roots that are hard 
to break and it can make you reluctant to change. However, 
things cannot and should not remain the same forever; this 
is no good for businesses, organisations, the church or for 
people. We change and grow as we journey through our lives 
with God.

It has been a great privilege to be National Rural Officer for the 
Church of England. It is not a role I ever expected to do but 
someone asked me to apply and no-one was more surprised 
than me when I was appointed! Our God is full of surprises if 
we listen to him and follow his guidance in our lives. The last 
few weeks in post were spent doing a lot of sorting out and 
tidying up of loose ends, and the delight of the rediscovery of 
events, people and articles written or talks presented. ‘I had 
forgotten about this’ was said frequently and usually joyfully. 
Yes, there was also the pain of difficult events and people, 
things you immediately regret when encountering them again, 
some things perhaps best forgotten.

Memories may be precious and sustaining: of friends and 
family, people who have died, of beautiful places, of happy 
times of celebration and fun. Memories can be painful, difficult 
or extremely frightening. More often than not people recall 
fathers or grandfathers who served in the First and Second 
World Wars saying, ‘they never spoke about it’ or ‘he did 
not like to remember that time’. Each year we remember 

the sacrifice given, and selfless 
duty exercised, by so many. The 
remembrance of things past can 
also be nostalgic, rose-tinted and 
ultimately inaccurate. We hark 
back to a time or place where 
things were happy or perfect, 
carefully editing reality. Yet all 
these memories contribute to 
making us the person we are 
today. 

Memories must not, however, 
become a barrier to necessary change. A refusal to explore 
change and to take the time to stop and listen to God means 
that we are turning away from God’s intentions for us, for the 
church and for the world. All of us involved in rural churches 
need to be praying and listening to God in order to respond to 
his call to serve our rural communities and share God’s word 
with those yet to hear it. Change is not about ripping out roots 
and destroying memory but about knowing when it is time 
to prune and weed. As John Henry Newman said: ‘to live is 
to change, and to be perfect is to have changed often.’ After 
all we have confidence in the life, death and resurrection of 
our Lord Jesus Christ as we change and make new memories 
together.

Canon Dr Jill Hopkinson  
Outgoing Managing Editor, Country Way

Note: Thanks are due to a great many people with whom 
it has been both a privilege and a pleasure to work. There 
are too many to name individually but colleagues from 
Germinate: The Arthur Rank Centre, Mission and Public 
Affairs of the Archbishops’ Council, the Rural Officers 
Network and numerous partner organisations all deserve a 
special mention. Thank you! 

To live is to change (making new memories)
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 COMPUTERS  
 FOR RURAL PEOPLE 

For more information  
contact: John Bennett on 024 7685 3066 
johnb@germinate.net Search our website for more information: germinate.net

Need a low cost, reliable laptop or desktop?
The Computers for Rural People scheme can help.

We provide refurbished desktops or laptops, pre-loaded with Microsoft Windows 7 or 10 
and Office 2010. We deliver to your door, ready-to-go with three months warranty. 

Prices from as little as £140  
(including delivery, warranty and £20 donation to  

Germinate:The Arthur Rank Centre).
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As many of you will be aware, Jill 
Hopkinson, part of the team here at 
Germinate for almost 15 years, stepped 
down from her role as National Rural 
Officer for the Church of England in July. 

Although Jill was an integral part of the 
whole Germinate team, she worked most 
closely with her Methodist and URC Rural 
Officer opposite number Elizabeth Clark 
who says: 

‘Working with Jill for the last four years 
has been a great pleasure. Jill is always 
very collaborative and so whether it was 
organising the Rural Officers Gathering 

or developing new training material 
we have accomplished all we have by 
working together. Jill has a great eye for 
detail which has saved me from potential 
problems on more than one occasion!

‘A great encourager, Jill refused to let 
any of us hide our light under a bushel. 
As you will know Jill is committed to the 
rural church and has worked so hard as 
both advocate and critical friend.

A key part of Jill’s partnership with 
Germinate was as Editor of Country Way, 
blending her experience as an academic 
and agriculturalist with a great eye for a 

rural story. In this capacity, as in many 
others, she leaves a great legacy.

We will miss Jill’s wisdom, insight and 
deep understanding of the challenges and 
opportunities facing rural churches and 
communities enormously but wish her all 
the best as she takes on a new role as 
Rural Ministry Tutor at Sarum College in 
Salisbury. 

Germinate News

Pastures new for Jill Hopkinson, 
National Rural Officer for the  
Church of England 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

Saturday 13 October 2018, The Welcome Centre, Coventry 

The third Germinate Conference takes place in Coventry on Saturday 13 
October and there are still a few places available. Our keynote speakers are 
Rt Revd David Walker, Bishop of Manchester, and Claire Maxim, CEO of 
Germinate and both will be reflecting on the theme of belonging, exploring 
how we might move those in our rural churches into deeper engagement 
with both God and their communities. 

Tickets cost £70 which includes refreshments and lunch. For more 
information and to book go to germinate.net/germinate-conference-2018, 
email info@germinate.net or phone the Germinate office on 024 7685 3060.

Germinate Conference: More Than Belonging

Saturday 13 October 2018
Germinate Conference 2018: More Than Belonging
The Welcome Centre, Coventry 
germinate.net/germinate-conference-2018

Wednesday 31 October 2018
Building Conversations: Churches for Rural Communities
The Welcome Centre, Coventry
exeter.anglican.org

Stay up to date with these and other rural events, resources and funding by receiving Germinate News, our free monthly e-news. 
Sign up at germinate.net/newsletter-sign-up.
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WE’VE MOVED!
After many years in our current building the Germinate trustees have taken the difficult decision to move our offices a very short 
distance across Stoneleigh Park to the Rural Innovation Centre. 

As those who have visited our current building recently will know, it needs some significant repair work which, combined with its 
proximity to the new HS2 rail line which will bisect the Park, meant that the trustees felt it would be wise to move premises now. 
We relocated in August and are beginning to settle into our new home, our fourth so far at Stoneleigh Park! 

Our new postal address is Germinate: The Arthur Rank Centre, The Rural Innovation Centre, Stoneleigh Park, Kenilworth, 
Warks, CV8 2LG.

Germinate and the 
Plunkett Foundation 
As a member of the Plunkett 
Foundation, Germinate: The 
Arthur Rank Centre attended the 
organisation’s AGM recently. The 
Foundation is recognised as the 
leading voice for community business 
support in the UK, with 500 active 
members running vibrant local 
businesses for the benefit of their 
communities. They have been strong 
supporters of Germinate in the past 
and were a key player in our 2016 
campaign to tackle rural poverty, 
working with us to develop a portfolio 
of literature to help people in need to 
access life-changing financial support.

At the AGM, the Plunkett Foundation 
unveiled their new strategy for 
2018-2022. Their vision is of 
resilient, thriving and inclusive rural 
communities across the country 
and the strategy details how the 
organisation plans to turn this vision 
into reality over the next five years. 
There are exciting opportunities for 
our two organisations to work together 
and we will keep Country Way readers 
abreast of any plans as they unfold!

Huge response to research reveals how 
communities tackle multiple challenges of 
rural living
Rural communities are coming together 
to improve their quality of life but feel as 
though they are becoming more remote, 
according to research from The Prince’s 
Countryside Fund and Scotland’s Rural 
College. 

More than 3000 people who responded 
to a public survey expressed their praise 
and concerns for the quality of life in rural 
communities, their thoughts on how life 
had changed over the past decade, and 
how they could make the most of future 
opportunities. 

Claire Saunders, Director of The Prince’s 
Countryside Fund said: ‘It is encouraging 
to hear how communities are taking 
action to address the challenges they face 
– respondents told us of more than 500 

community led projects happening across 
the UK. 

Respondents to the report make it 
clear that they are very keen to engage 
with policy makers and with other 
communities, and are full of ideas, 
energy, and creativity that they wish to 
share. 

Based on the survey responses, the 
report makes several recommendations 
to rural stakeholders, policy makers, and 
communities as to how things can be 
improved in rural areas, with a focus on 
encouraging cohesive policy across the 
UK and aiding collaboration.

The full Recharging Rural report can be 
read at princescountrysidefund.org.uk/
research.
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Sunday 15 July 

RURAL MISSION 

Growing together

SUNDAY 2018 ROUNDUP

The highlight of our summer is Rural Mission 
Sunday, an annual opportunity for rural churches 
to celebrate who they are. This year over 200 
churches from across the denominations 
registered to take part on (or around) Sunday 15 
July and stories are starting to trickle in. Here are 
a few that have made it into our inbox…

 JANET SMITH  
 WALTON BAPTIST CHAPEL, LEICESTERSHIRE 

As a lay preacher I used the service resources to lead a service at Walton 
Baptist Chapel. We had five children and five adults at the service, 
a smaller congregation than usual as people were on holiday. I used 
the Rural Mission Sunday materials – particularly the readings and 
reflections – to form the basis of a service in which we reflected on the 
positive things this little chapel in rural Leicestershire has done over the 
last 130 years of its existence as well as looking at how they might grow 
together in the future.

REVD CAROL LANGFORD,  
THE CHURCH OF THE  

HOLY ROOD,  
COOMBE KEYNES, DEVON:

It was very good to welcome  
members of the local community  

who do not worship with us in the 
parish church as a rule.

REVD PRISCILLA 
SMITH, ASTERBY, 
HEMINGBY AND 
HORNCASTLE, 
LINCOLNSHIRE:

Rural Mission Sunday enabled 
us to recognise how we might 
go further in our local mission 

and how much we have to 
celebrate already.
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 REVD RICHARD KIRLEW  
 THE THREE VALLEYS BENEFICE, DORSET 

We decided to hold a joint Benefice Rural Mission Sunday 
service in the churchyard of the small country church of 
Leigh. The day was glorious! The service which followed 
the theme of ‘Growing Together’ was, coincidentally, part 
of a two-day event in the village based on rural issues.

I led the service in my capacity as Rural Officer for 
Dorset, assisted by Revd Andy Muckle, a curate on 
placement from Gilllingham in Dorset. In the churchyard 
we had placed a planter built of recycled wood and 
part-filled with soil. The 50-strong congregation from 
all over the Benefice and beyond were asked to bring a 
small cup of soil with them, and after the talk the cups 
were emptied into the planter. Two of the congregation 
had brought some herb plants and these were placed 
in the planter. I blessed the planter and highlighted 
that these plants were growing together as we grow 
together as a community – both in the church and in 
the wider world. The plants were part of us and we 
part of them.

A band and choir led the singing and our 
celebration was rounded off with tea, coffee and 
scrummy cakes after the service!

 REVD PRISCILLA SMITH  
 ASTERBY, HEMINGBY AND HORNCASTLE, LINCOLNSHIRE 
We decided to have a Celtic Eucharist which was new to our congregation. Ours is a beautiful rural setting in Donington-
on-Bain. In partnership with the local school the church has developed a God’s Acre project in the churchyard. One of our 
parishioners, whose husband had championed ecological farming and consideration for the environment, has recently been 
bereaved and on Rural Mission Sunday we dedicated a beautiful seat in his memory. We talked about how much was being 
done in the area towards rural mission and how we could think about more activities to strengthen this in our beautiful 
Wolds area.

It is good to celebrate all the good aspects of our rural life and to encourage others to take part in activities that highlight 
what we can do to make a difference to our communities.

REVD DAVID LOGAN,  
CAERLAVEROCK PARISH 

CHURCH, DUMFRIES:

Many bridges were built  
with the local community  

that day.

 TRISH GENTRY  
 CHEVIOT CHURCHES, SCOTTISH BORDER 

I am always inspired by the stories in Country Way and when I found the 
Rural Mission Sunday materials in the June 2018 issue I very much wanted 
to make use of them. As it happened it turned out that I was due to lead 
worship in our two main buildings on Sunday 15 July. 

The service I put together was a large sandwich of hymns, scripture readings, 
comment and reflections, and prayers on each section – not our usual format. 
Although I was a little anxious about how some of the content might be received 
in areas where we are struggling, in the brief moments after each service I 
received only favourable comments. Maybe everyone else was being polite!
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 REVD DAVID LOGAN  
 CAERLAVEROCK PARISH CHURCH, DUMFRIES 
We held a Rural Mission Sunday service and free community barbecue 
which over 100 people attended. Representatives of our school and 
Caerlaverock Community Association came along too. We had face 
painting and a bouncy castle. The minister also allowed himself to be 
sponged for charity. Car parking was provided by the farm next to the 
church and the farmer harvested the field early just so that we could 
use it. Next year’s event is already in the diary! 

 PAUL TRENBERTH  
 MUCH WENLOCK ANGLICAN TEAM, SHROPSHIRE 
We celebrated Rural Mission Sunday by holding a service and bring-and-share 
lunch. As a result, the Team has decided to hold other services based on the format 
of Rural Mission Sunday and we even had two people offer to become chaplains in 
our Borderlands Rural Chaplaincy.

TRISH GENTRY,  
CHEVIOT CHURCHES,  
SCOTTISH BORDERS

Thank you for 
 the material!

 REVD CAROL LANGFORD  
 THE CHURCH OF THE HOLY ROOD, COOMBE  
 KEYNES, DEVON 
We held a Songs of Praise service and tea at the Church of the Holy Rood, 
Coombe Keynes, a small hamlet within our group of villages. Originally the 
church there was the mother church for the area but it was closed in 1974 
and is now managed by a village trust. Coombe Keynes is one of our most rural 
villages and there hasn’t been a service in the church for many years. It was 
lovely to worship together in this ancient place of worship. We reflected on how 
we might grow together in community. Although several families in Coombe 
Keynes are members of the church family in Wool, they very much appreciated 
the opportunity to worship in their village.

 GRAHAM FOWLER  
 BENEFICE OF  
 EGGARDON AND  
 COLMERS, DORSET 

We celebrated Rural Mission 
Sunday at Evensong at St Peter’s 
Eype. It enlivened the service and 
gave it a particular focus, and 
gave us a great opportunity to 
celebrate our mission to our local 
communities and our part in the 
wider church.

JANET SMITH, 
 WALTON BAPTIST 

CHAPEL, LEICESTERSHIRE

Like so many small rural chapels 
and churches, Walton’s small 

congregation carries on being a 
faithful witness to the Gospel in 

this tiny village.



  

 REVDS JOHN AND LESLEY RILEY  
 GOSFORTH, CUMBRIA 
In our ever-growing benefice we used Rural Mission Sunday as an 
encouragement to do more across our parishes. This is slow work as our 
people are slow to embrace change. We opened the Rectory and served 
tea and cake in the afternoon and wine and nibbles in the evening. It 
was a success and such an encouragement to see people relax and share 
from across the different parishes. Hospitality is the key to many fruitful 
encounters. 

 DAVID WINTER  
 FORDINGBRIDGE UNITED REFORMED CHURCH, HAMPSHIRE 
We celebrated Rural Mission Sunday on 22 July. I am always very pleased to 
find material for special events such as this. We used much of your material and 
got several members of the congregation to contribute to the discussion sections 
of our service. We were encouraged to remind ourselves that we are already 
engaged with our community through our involvement in the food bank and our 
participation in a community audit.
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 JENI BOWMAN  
 TROWLEY HILL METHODIST CHURCH, FLAMSTEAD 
Our Rural Mission Sunday service included a quiz built around the word 
‘Germinate’ using local photos of rural corners, hedgerows and buildings. 
People said how much they enjoyed the service and it was good to feel part of 
a rural activity.

 YOUR FEEDBACK… 
Did you take part in Rural Mission Sunday but haven’t quite got round to  
sending us your feedback yet? There’s still time! Go to the feedback form on  
our website where you can tell us about your event and even upload your  
photos –  germinate.net and search ‘RMS feedback’! 

 YOUR DONATIONS…  
We’re really grateful to all those churches who generously took up an offering for 
the work of Germinate at their Rural Mission Sunday service. This year’s donations 
have far exceeded those we received in 2017 – thank you so much! 

If you took a collection but haven’t sent it to us yet you can do that either 
electronically via our website (germinate.net/donate) or by sending a cheque made 
payable to ‘The Arthur Rank Centre’ to Germinate: The Arthur Rank Centre, The 
Rural Innovation Centre, Stoneleigh Park, Kenilworth, Warks, CV8 2LG. Please 
write ‘Rural Mission Sunday’ on the back of the cheque.

REVDS JOHN AND  
LESLEY RILEY, GOSFORTH,  

CUMBRIA

Many thanks for all the useful 
resources you produce; they are 

greatly appreciated!

DAVID WINTER, 
FORDINGBRIDGE 

UNITED REFORMED 
CHURCH, HAMPSHIRE

We do appreciate the work 
you do at Germinate.

REVD DAVID 
PITKEATHLY 

BORDER KIRK

We held a joint Church of 
Scotland / Methodist service 

in Longtown and we’re 
beginning to see some 
shared mission projects 

bubbling up.

SAVE THE DATE!  

 SUNDAY 14  
 JULY 2019 
Rural Mission Sunday 2019 will 
take place on Sunday 14 July 
and resources will be available 
by Easter. Get the date in your 
diary now and start preparing to 
celebrate your rural church and 
community in 2019!



‘REMEMBER ME’
What happens as we gather in groups, 
up and down the land, to remember 
those who have died? Does it change 
us? Do we live differently, think 
differently, relate to other people 
differently, as a result of remembering?

 What does it mean  
 for us to remember? 

When we remember, we call to mind. 
We reconstruct a memory, we relive an 
experience. This process is often shared 
with other people; friends and family 
are bound together by shared experience 
remembered and retold. Being unable 
to remember irritates and disconcerts 
us; what was the name of the person 
we met? Where was the place where 
that event happened? Our memories 
are important to us. To witness and 
live alongside someone we love who is 
perpetually unable to remember is very 
hard for all concerned. 

When Jesus invited his friends to 
remember, he was breaking bread for 
them to share. Hours later, his body 
would be broken beyond repair. ‘This is 
my body’, he said, ‘broken for you. Do 
this to remember me.’ 

The opposite of ‘remember’ is not 
necessarily ‘forget’. It might equally 
be ‘dismember’. ‘Dismember’ is a 
word which feels violent: it speaks of 
butchery, of being torn apart, of killing. 
To preach on Remembrance Sunday 
before serving and former members 
of the Armed Forces is a salutary 
experience; the dismemberment of 
war is very real to them, whether the 
breaking of body, mind or spirit. When 
our society sends people to fight on 
our behalf, we are asking them to 
step into a world where they may be 

dismembered. To live in a place of war 
or violence is to be dismembered. 

When dismembering has happened, 
re-membering takes on a whole new 
dimension. It cannot be about calling 
to mind a shared experience, for not all 
of us have shared it; certainly very few 
of those remembering the end of World 
War 1 have any personal memory of 
it. And yet, by re-membering together 
we are taking part in the healing 
after dismembering has happened. 
Our re-membering is about far more 
than calling to mind; it’s about more 
than trying to learn from the past. 
Re-membering is about healing our 
present. 

‘Do this to remember me’, said Jesus. 
The act of eating bread, of drinking 
wine, enables Christians to join in with 
God’s healing. Christians of different 
traditions regard that act of eating and 
drinking in different ways, and we might 
argue about what it should be called 
and what it means. But it is something 
Jesus told us to do. If we take seriously 

the fact that we are healed by his death 
and resurrection, that in Jesus’ sacrificial 
act we are forgiven of all those things 
that would separate us from the love 
of God, then in eating bread and wine 
together we are at the very least calling 
to mind that death, that dismembering, 
and we join in the remembering. Our 
entire faith is about the re-membering, 
the healing of the relationship between 
humanity and God, whatever the details 
of our theology of that healing may be. 

But the idea of re-membering also 
speaks of something profoundly human; 
we remember in community. We talk 
about joining together corporately – 
literally ‘bodily’ – in crowds, groups, 
churches, acts of remembrance, and the 
language once more is of re-membering, 
of healing, as we take our places in the 
group. 

 Does remembering  
 make a difference? 

As individuals, if we try to forget we lose 
part of ourselves. When we suppress 
memories we find painful we may end 
up broken and in need of healing. 
‘Remember me’, said the thief on the 
cross to Jesus. Here was a man who 
knew he was broken, knew he had 
sinned and knew he needed healing, not 
bodily but spiritually. His actions had 
led to his crucifixion and his death was 
close, so he asked Jesus for healing. 
Remembering made a difference to him. 

How re-membering happens is 
important. The First World War was 
supposed to be the ‘war to end all wars’ 
and yet the seeds of World War 2 can 
be found in the peace treaties that 
followed that earlier conflict. Europe 
might have hoped that it had learned 

‘Do this to  
remember me.’ 

Jesus at his last meal with his 
friends (Luke 22:19)

.....................................

‘Jesus, remember me 
when you enter your 

kingdom.’ 
An anonymous thief a few 
hours later (Luke 23:42)

Remembrance
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lessons and remembered well in 1945, 
but the development of the European 
Union didn’t manage to stop conflict 
in Bosnia. As the EU has grown, so 
have the tensions within it, arguably to 
breaking point as Brexit approaches. 

How we remember war makes a 
difference in other ways. While much of 
our remembrance focuses on those who 
lost their lives on the battlefield, there 
are other stories, other perspectives that 
need to be remembered. In 1914-1918 
white feathers were handed to those 
who conscientiously objected to fighting 
as a symbol of their ‘cowardice’ and yet 
many of these men went on to perform 
non-combatant roles in the grimmest of 
frontline situations. 

Conscious objectors may not have 
fought but they witnessed sights which 
would damage anyone’s mind. Today, 

in the aftermath of the conflicts in 
Iraq and Afghanistan, we have our 
own generations of the shell shocked, 
although these days we refer to Post 
Traumatic Stress Disorder. Thank 
God that those suffering from PTSD 
are no longer shot as deserters if they 
recognise their inability to return to the 
theatre of war; 306 men were shot at 
dawn in World War 1 for refusing to 
fight any more. They were not formally 
remembered until 2001. 

 Remembering is not  
 an easy task 

As we remember we recall the 
messiness of life, the points where 
we have sinned, the points where our 
society fails. Remembering is not easy. 
It requires us to recall things we may 

rather forget. Anyone involve in the kind 
of peace and reconciliation work that 
took place in South Africa and Northern 
Ireland, or in restorative justice, will 
say that remembering is difficult. And 
yet, to remember before God is to 
be re-membered: ransomed, healed, 
forgiven.

Revd Claire Maxim
CEO, Germinate:  

The Arthur Rank Centre 

clairem@germinate.net

@Clairemaxim1



John’s gospel contains these words: 
‘Greater love has no-one than this: to lay 
down one’s life for one’s friends’. This 
verse has been interpreted in many ways 
but it is as Remembrance Day approaches 
that its most literal interpretation often 
comes to mind.

2018 is a milestone year: 100 years since 
the guns fell silent on the Western Front 
and in other lesser known but equally 
bloody theatres of war. Throughout the 
conflict soldiers were exhorted to fight 
for King and country but then, as now, 
friendship and camaraderie were equally 
– if not more – important to those on 
the front line. For me John’s words echo 
this sentiment and help situate acts of 
remembrance in the personal rather than 
political space.

Although 11 November is the time when 
as a nation we stop, remember and 
are thankful for the ending of the Great 
War, we are also reminded that this, 
unfortunately, was not to be the war 
which would end all others. Growing up 
in a military family Remembrance Day 
has always been important on a personal 
level: my father served in the Royal 
Navy and my older brother in the Army, 
between them deployed in Malaya, the 

Falklands, Northern Ireland, Iraq and the 
Balkans. My own experience has come 
in the recent conflicts in Afghanistan 
and Iraq, not in a combat role but a 
medical one, working as part of a team 
providing life-saving surgery in the field 
and at the purpose-built trauma hospital 
at Camp Bastion in Helmand Province, 
Afghanistan. 

My last tour of duty was Op HERRICK 
14 (the name given to operations in 
Afghanistan) in 2011. There were, 
tragically, many times where we paused 
to remember. During my time in Helmand 
Province twenty British service personnel 
died; during the same period Americans, 
Georgians, Danes, Estonians and Afghans, 
both military and civilian, lost their lives. 
Our acts of remembrance were both 
formal, when we gathered to repatriate a 
body, and informal. 

One abiding memory is of standing in the 
hospital Emergency Department between 
two bays separated by a curtain. On one 
side the medical team were racing to save 
a life: giving blood, dressing wounds and 
preparing the soldier for surgery; on the 
other that race had been lost. Despite 
the imminent arrival of more casualties 
the doctors, nurses and medics involved 

paused, along with the padre, to say some 
final words, to pray and to be in that 
moment with an individual who had just 
made the ultimate sacrifice. 

Whilst the focus of collective 
remembrance activity is predominantly 
centred on those servicemen and women 
called to serve their country, for me it 
must also incorporate the families left 
behind. Their sacrifice, whilst not as 
immediately apparent, is nonetheless vital 
to maintaining morale and a connection 
with home; the strength of my family 
has provided an anchor throughout my 
deployments and is something that I 
always make time to reflect upon and be 
grateful for. 

War affects everybody, personally or 
vicariously: the dead, the injured, the 
bereaved, the friends, the families, the 
country. It is right that each November 
we stop and remember. My own views on 
remembrance are neatly encapsulated by 
words attributed to Korean War veteran, 
Howard William Osterkamp: ‘All gave 
some, but some gave all’.

Cdr Pete Selwood
Royal Navy Medical Services

All gave some,   
   but some gave all
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 ENTRUSTED WITH BRINGING  
 THE HOPE OF GOD 
‘You can’t be a Christian and be in the Army’, suggested 
a good friend over supper at Christmas, 2011. I disagreed 
strongly and I realised that something deeper had been 
kindled inside me. That conversation started a train of events 
in my life which saw me call in at an Army recruiting centre 
and eventually pass selection to join the Army as a chaplain.  

I spent four years as a full-time chaplain and in that time 
served with two units, The Light Dragoons and The Grenadier 
Guards. I worked in the UK, Morocco, Bosnia, Kenya, the 
Falklands and also had a short operational tour in Kabul.

Now I’m back in parish ministry, working with two rural 
parishes in North Essex. God in his wisdom used those four 
years as a chaplain to remind me of two really important 
principles, ones that I have sought to apply with renewed 
focus as I serve for the first time in rural parishes.

Loitering with intent
For me Army chaplaincy can best be described as loitering 
with intent; our chaplaincy mission statement is ‘Entrusted 
with bringing the hope of God’. Chaplaincy to me is a ministry 
which combines pastoral care of individuals and evangelism. 
Now that I’m back in parish ministry it’s very easy to lose sight 
of those imperatives while spinning the large number of plates 
that we all have to juggle. One of my current challenges is 
coping with only two of the four churchwardens that I should 
have. Recently I’ve had the confidence to say to my PCCs that 
I just don’t have the time to do those roles as well as what I 
really feel called to. A little directness in meetings has meant 
that several people have stepped up to help.

A prophetic voice
The other key role of a chaplain is to be a prophetic voice. In 
the Army chaplains have a different chain of command to most 
soldiers and that gives us the opportunity and responsibility to 
speak up without fear or favour. To me this meant affirming 
and celebrating that which was in harmony with God’s 
Kingdom principles and challenging that which ran counter to 
those principles. So in the Army we could celebrate and affirm 
the deep, sacrificial relationships that exist between soldiers, 
the ‘band of brothers’. 

Conversely, there were occasions when I spoke up because 
I didn’t feel that the organisation was doing enough to 
support those on the margins, soldiers who were injured or 
struggling with PTSD. This required a discerning and unhurried 
approach. As leaders in our communities maybe we need 
to take a step back from the plate-spinning to ask the same 
questions about the culture we are in, and then ask God for 
the courage to affirm and challenge where necessary.

Having left the regular army in October 2016 I’m still 
managing to combine my parish ministry with being a 
Reservist Chaplain to 4 Para. It’s a really fulfilling and 
life-giving combination. If you are interested in chaplaincy 
opportunities do get in touch. 

Revd Antony Wilson
antonywilson39@gmail.com
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In 2018 the Royal Air Force celebrates its 100th birthday. Up and down the country 
there are links between churches and former airfields but standing in a quiet church 
now it is hard to imagine the bustle and noise that was once such big part of the lives 
of these buildings… RAF100 

Text and photographs reproduced  
with permission from the National Churches Trust. 

 ST ANDREW’S,  
 LITTLE SNORING 
Standing proud on top of a hill just 
outside the nearby village, the church 
holds a rare collection of war records. In 
the Officers Mess of Little Snoring were 
four boards painstakingly hand-painted 
by LAC Douglas Higgins of 23 Squadron 
between 1944 and 1945, on which the 
victories of squadrons were recorded for 
posterity. They have become a unique 
record of the events that took place in the 
latter part of the Second World War and 
are now displayed in the church.

nationalchurchestrust.org/explore-
churches/st-andrew-little-snoring

 ST JOHN THE BAPTIST,  
 SCAMPTON 
This lovely church sits on the western 
edge of the village below RAF Scampton, 
from which the famous Dambuster raids 
were flown, and is now home to the Red 
Arrows. There is an RAF chapel in the 
church with Squadron badges and there 
are several Commonwealth War Graves in 
the churchyard. There are also eight graves 
for a German crew of an aeroplane that 
was brought down nearby.

nationalchurchestrust.org/explore-churches/
st-john-baptist-36

 ST UVELAS,  
 ST EVAL 
The RAF church for Cornwall. Set in a 
strange wasteland where there was once 
a hamlet, it is visible for miles around, 
surrounded by disused runways of RAF 
St Eval, an important coastal command 
airfield during the Second World War. The 
church has strong links with the Royal 
Air Force and there are various memorials 
in the church including a lovely stained-
glass window, plus 21 war graves in the 
churchyard.

nationalchurchestrust.org/explore-
churches/st-uvelas

 ST ANDREW’S,  
 CRANWELL 
Cranwell has been a flying training centre 
since the First World War when the 
Admiralty requisitioned the Earl of Bristol’s 
estate in 1915 to create the Royal Naval 
Air Service Central Training Depot. The 
churchyard is the final resting place 
of combatants from both the First and 
Second World Wars.

nationalchurchestrust.org/explore-
churches/st-andrew-57

 ST MICHAEL,  
 CONINGSBY 
RAF Coningsby is just half a mile away 
from the church and is home to the 
Battle of Britain Memorial Flight as well 
as the Main Operating Base for the RAF 
Southern Typhoons. There are many 
RAF memorials in the church including a 
chapel furnished by members and friends 
of No 83 Pathfinder Squadron. It is 
dedicated to the memory of those airmen 
who lost their lives on flying operations 
from RAF Coningsby in World War 1I.

nationalchurchestrust.org/explore-
churches/st-michael-31

 ALL SAINTS,  
 LONGSTANTON 
All Saints plays an important role in the 7 
Squadron Association’s remembrance of 
losses with a memorial window and Book 
of Remembrance. The window depicts the 
story of 7 Squadron RFC to the present 
day and includes the official crests of the 
Pathfinder Group, Bomber Command, and 
the Squadron are shown with St Michael, 
the Patron Saint of Airmen. The Book of 
Remembrance contains the names of the 
72 Squadron personnel who fell in World 
War 1 and the 1011 who died in World 
War 2.

nationalchurchestrust.org/explore-
churches/all-saints-longstanton
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Resources:  
• Remembrance100
• Exploring conscientious objection 
• Further community research resources

Resources: 
•  The Divine Heart of Darkness:  

Finding God in the Shadows 

•  Fierce Imaginings:  
The Great War, Ritual, Memory and God

RESOURCES 

REMEMBRANCE 



Remembrance100
remembrance100.co.uk

On Sunday 4 August 1918, the fourth anniversary of the 
declaration of war, George V and Queen Mary joined members 
of the House of Commons and the House of Lords for a special 
service at the Church of St Margaret, Westminster. The King had 
asked that 4 August 1918 be observed as a National Day of 
Prayer: 100 days later the war ended.

On 4 August 2018 churches across the country, and across the 
spectrum of denominations, started 100 days of prayer, peace 
and reconciliation. We are calling this Remembrance 100.

There are many ways in which you, your community, church or 
school can get involved; visit remembrance100.co.uk for more 
information.

Silence
remembrance100.co.uk/silence

Every year millions of people observe the Two Minute Silence. This beautifully 
illustrated, 36-page, pocket-sized souvenir booklet is designed as a give-away for 
Remembrance events. It invites readers to look back with gratitude on the sacrifice 
made by so many in war and to reflect on eternal themes of faith, hope and love.

Available from the HOPE shop as single sample copies, packs of 10 and boxes of 
200: hopepublishing.org.uk/products/silence

100 Days of Peace and Hope
remembrance100.co.uk/100-days

Remembrance 100 launched on 4 August 2018 with 100 Days of Peace and Hope. 
This set of free downloads includes the contributions of members and staff from 
the Methodist Church (including Revd Elizabeth Clark, the National Rural Officer), 
the Church of England, the United Reformed Church, the Armed Forces Christian 
Union, the Bible Society, the Evangelical Alliance, the HOPE leadership team, Sports 
Chaplaincy UK, Christian Vision for Men, the World Prayer Centre, the Anglican 
Communion Office, the Peace Alliance and other chaplaincies and Christian 
ministries.

Download from remembrance100.co.uk/100-days

Additional resources: 

• A guide on how to hold a peace party for your community 
(remembrance100.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/How_to_Run_a_Street_
Party_lo_res.pdf)

• Your Peace Party summary and checklist  
(remembrance100.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/07/R100-Street-Party-
Checklist-1.pdf)

Faith and Love in the First World War
ctbi.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/CTBI-Web-RECONCILIATION-template-Faith-and-Love-in-the-First-World-War-WORD-
version.docx

Produced by a team including regular Country Way contributor Dr Anne Richards for the centenary of the beginning of the First World 
War 1 in 2014, these reflections and prayers look at the little things which affected the lives of all who were involved, friend and 
enemy alike; little things which nonetheless are spiritual matters, asking questions about God in the midst of warfare.

 



The Church of England in World War 1
churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/worship-texts-and-resources/church-england-world-war-one

The Church of England has produced a set of Liturgical Resources 
for use at services commemorating the anniversary of World War 1:

 • Readings, prayers, hymns, art and music
• An outline for a service around a First World War memorial
• Eucharist of Remembrance
•  Readings and prayers to commemorate the Battle of The 

Somme, 1 July 1916
•  An outline service to commemorate a naval battle and to 

remember those who were lost at sea (Battle of Jutland)

Visit the Church of England website for more information: 
churchofengland.org

A Prayer of Remembrance

Almighty and eternal God,

from whose love in Christ we cannot be parted,

either by death or life:

hear our prayers and thanksgivings for all who we remember this day

fulfil in them the purpose of your love;

and bring us all with them, to your eternal joy;

through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Researching conscientious 
objectors from your 
community
It can  be much more difficult to explore the wartime experiences 
of non-combatants – and conscientious objectors in particular – 
than those who feature on village war memorials. Dr Jill Barber, 
Project Director for the Englesea Brook Chapel and Museum 
of Primitive Methodism, suggests some ways in to researching 
conscientious objectors from your church and community…

Peace Pledge Union CO Project Archive and 
Education Resource
ppu.org.uk/coproject

The project reclaims the lost voices of young men, many of whom 
languished in prison, often in solitary confinement; young men who 
risked loss of family support, and social ostracism. Some in World 
War 1 refused to put on a uniform or pick up a gun despite being 
condemned to death.

Database of Conscientious Objectors 

Cyril Pearce, former senior lecturer at the University of Leeds, has 
compiled a database of conscientious objectors. This contains 
thousands of names and the places they came from. The best way 
to contact him is through the Peace Pledge Union (ppu.org.uk). 

Local newspapers 

From 1916 (when conscription was introduced) to 1918 many 
local newspapers reported the tribunals set up to examine those 
who claimed to have a conscientious objection to taking life. This 
is the best source for finding the names and stories of local people.

County Record Office

Contact your local County Record Office to see if anyone has done 
research in your area, or if they have any sources that might be 
helpful. Several local studies have been done since 2014, and 
some have been published.

Jill says, ‘COs continued to suffer after the war from hatred, 
exclusion and abuse. They were not allowed to vote and people 
would not employ them. Their families shared the shame and 
stigma. It is very rewarding today to find these men and enable 
their families to be proud of the courage they showed. For many 
families this is a very healing experience.’ 

Other sources of stories and information:

White Feather Diaries 
whitefeatherdiaries.org

The White Feather Diaries is a social media storytelling project 
marking the centenary of World War 1. It offers an insight into 
overlooked aspects of war: resistance to killing and the relief of 
suffering. The White Feather Diaries sheds light on the hidden 
stories of those whose bravery saved lives and changed British 
legislation, leading to a wider recognition of the legitimacy of the 
right to refuse to kill. It poses the question, ‘What would you do?’ 
and encourages discussion about issues still relevant today. 

Conscientious objectors in their own words 
iwm.org.uk/history/conscientious-objectors-in-their-own-words

 EXPLORING  
 CONSCIENTIOUS  
 OBJECTION 

• Commonwealth War Graves Commission (cwgc.org)
• Free Cen (freecen2.freecen.org.uk)
• Lives of the First World War (livesofthefirstworldwar.org)

•  National Archives (nationalarchives.gov.uk/help-with-your-
research/research-guides/deaths-first-and-second-world-wars)

• War Memorials Online (warmemorialsonline.org.uk)
• World War 1 War Graves (ww1wargraves.co.uk)

FURTHER COMMUNITY RESEARCH RESOURCES 



TELL US YOUR STORIES
We’d love to know how you decide to mark Remembrance in your community. Did you hold a different kind of 
Remembrance service to those you’ve held in the past? Did you discover something new or surprising about your village or 
someone in it? Has your experience of remembering brought new insight or healing into a difficult situation? 

Please send us your stories! You can email (countryway@germinate.net) or write us a letter and send it to the address in the 
front of the magazine. Do send us some pictures too (but make sure you’ve got appropriate permission before you do so).    

We’ll include some of your contributions in the next issue of Country Way (February 2019). 

 BOOK REVIEWS 
 THE DIVINE HEART OF DARKNESS:  
 FINDING GOD IN THE SHADOWS 
Catherine Bird  
Sacristy Press, 2017 
ISBN 978 1 910519 58 5

This book seeks to change our minds 
about the way we view darkness. Much 
Christian imagery is of light conquering 
darkness but when we stop to think we 
know that darkness has its place: we 
need darkness to sleep and be restored; 
much growth, from the seed in the soil 
to the child in the womb, takes place in 
darkness.

Catherine Bird reminds us that God 
brought creation itself out of darkness and 
she explores this and other biblical images 

of darkness. Darkness can be healing; 
‘darkness therapy’ is mentioned in relation 
to physical healing. Physical darkness can 
also be experienced as God’s ‘shade’, ‘the 
space needed to recuperate, to revive, 
simply to be’.

A chapter on creativity explores the use of 
darkness and light in art and the role of 
darkness in helping us see more clearly. 
In contrast, the chapter on politics is a 
disturbing reminder of how darkness can 
be used to oppress others and distort the 
way we see people.

Throughout the book there are accounts of 
Bird’s journey to Svalbard, deep within the 

Arctic 
Circle, a place that experiences 
polar winter from October to February. 
This provides a fascinating insight 
into how people can live in complete 
darkness.

As someone who has not always been 
at ease with darkness, I found this 
book fascinating. It has opened up new 
images for me and I would thoroughly 
recommend it.

Both reviews by Revd Elizabeth Clark, National Rural Officer for the Methodist and United Reformed Churches

 FIERCE IMAGININGS:  
 THE GREAT WAR, RITUAL, MEMORY AND GOD 
Rachel Mann 
Darton, Longman and Todd Ltd., 2017 
ISBN 978 0 232 53279 1

This is a fascinating book that challenges 
us to look at the way we remember the 
Great War and the implications of this 
remembering for some of our perceptions 
of God. 

Rachel Mann uses the experience of her 
grandfathers in World War 1 to look at 
how, what and who we remember. She 
observes that many of ‘our’ memories of 
the Great War come to us from the officer 
class while the memories of the working 
classes were not heard as they had 

neither the words nor the money to access 
a publisher. These memories also tend 
to concentrate on the Western Front and 
Europe rather than Egypt, Iraq and Iran. 
Seeds sown then still reverberate today.

Mann contrasts remembrance after each 
of the two world wars, looking at the 
differences in reactions and the results 
of that. She argues that the way we 
appeared to move on quickly from our 
remembering after the First World War 
contributed to our failure to build the 
‘land fit for heroes’ that was promised. 
Conversely, something about the nature 
of our engagement with World War 2 
galvanised us to begin to put in place the

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
welfare state. It is clear that the Great 
War impacted so many things in our 
culture that we are still grappling with 
today.

This book will certainly set you thinking 
as we come to this important anniversary.



JUST A NAME?
As a new curate preaching at my first 
Remembrance Service I wanted to get 
it right and do the best I could. I was 
very conscious of the war memorial 
that I passed daily each time I left 
the church. This is where I would 
be standing to give the two minute 
silence, a tradition inaugurated by 
George V in 1919.

I was aware that sometimes we go 
through the motions and do not really 
engage with the stories behind the 
names on the plaque or memorial. We 
know these men lost their lives in one 
of the World Wars but we don’t really 
know who they were.

So last year I picked a random 
name, Charles Lawson, and started 
to research who he was. From 
searching the Commonwealth War 
Graves Commission (CWGC) website I 
discovered his rank (sergeant), service 
number, regiment, when he died and 
where his grave was in France. 

I then looked for him on the 1891 
census. I knew he lived with his father 
in Lentons Lane, Sowe but this search 
revealed that Charles was born in 
1881 to Charles and Selina Lawson. 
Charles Senior, 44, was the head of 
the household and worked as a coal 
miner. Selina was 48. The couple had 
three children: Selina, 21, Joseph, 17, 
also a coal miner, and Charles, 10, a 
‘scholar’. 

I then search for more details on the 
grave in France and hit the jackpot 
with his complete life story on the 
CWGC website.

In 1911 he was working as a coal 
miner and in 1913 he married Edith 
Blythe. A year into the First World War 
the Coventry Graphic newspaper ran 
an article which recorded that, ‘Though 
a large number of men in the Wyken 
and Hawkesbury district are required to 
work the pits, the response to the Call 
to Arms has been very satisfactory’. 
The article went on to note that one of 

the 42 men who had enlisted from the 
district was Corporal C. Lawson.

He fought in France and Belgium and 
survived both the Battle of the Somme 
and a period stationed in Ypres. 
However, in the spring of 1918 he 
was caught up in the Great German 
Offensive and Lawson, now a sergeant, 
was one of 33 men from his battalion 
killed in Hermies. 

Sergeant Lawson was awarded the 
Victory and British War Medals and the 
1914 Star.

To be able to share this story 100 
years later was a great privilege and 
I would urge anyone looking at a 
memorial this year to research one of 
the names so their individual story can 
be told. 

Revd Claire McArthur
For information about how you can go 

about researching the war memorial 
in your community, have a look at our 

Resources section on pages 15-18.
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Lest we forget

They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old:
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn.
At the going down of the sun and in the morning
We will remember them.

These famous lines, from the middle 
of Laurence Binyon’s poem For the 
Fallen forms the Exhortation within 
many services of Remembrance and is 
familiar, I imagine, to most of us. In 
many ways, these lines encapsulate 
what we think of as ‘remembrance’: 
the dead are crystallised in some sort 
of eternal fallen flower of youthfulness. 
There is a nostalgia there, with 
sunrises, sunsets and the memory of 
loss. The poem reminds us of the need 
to remember those who died in war; a 
sacrifice for all of us who enjoy freedom 
and peace. The rest of the poem sets 
the dead of war in a universe of eternal 
stars; heroes who proudly went to 
battle singing songs and whose lives are 
glorified in death.

One hundred years on from the end of 
the First World War, we have lost the 
last people who actually experienced 
it; all we have left to us is memory 
– histories, photographs, reports and 
newspapers, and the accounts of 
children and grandchildren of what their 
parents and grandparents told them. 
This raises an interesting question about 
how we now go on to remember the 
Great War and what we choose to forget. 
And sometimes what we choose to forget 
is the stinging force of Wilfred Owen’s 
poem Dulce et Decorum Est and take its 
title at its face value – it is beautiful and 
glorious to die for one’s country. 

We too often choose the heroic over 
the horror but nonetheless it is in the 

horror that we learn the lessons of war 
and what human beings are capable 
of doing to one another. Heroism 
emerges in relation to the horror, not 
in isolation from it. We forget the 
fear and the suffering in favour of the 
outcome. We value bravery and honour 
over the shell-shock and sickness. The 
cost was (and is) more than death. The 
experience of war alienates soldiers 
from loved ones so that coming home 
can be lonelier and more difficult than 
the experience of war itself. How can 
you ever tell the people you loved 
what you saw, what you did? Who will 
understand, except the people who 
were actually there? It is easy for us to 
say ‘At the going down of the sun and 
in the morning’ but for many in the 
trenches, these were the most terrifying 
and treacherous times of day: misty, 
unbelievably cold, overwhelmed by 
exhaustion, waiting for the relief, the 
moment when the patient sniper would 
get his chance…

In 2014, to mark the centenary of 
the outbreak of hostilities the Mission 

Dulce et Decorum Est?
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Theology Advisory Group created Faith 
and Love in the First World War, a set 
of resources, which highlight some of 
the horrors of war and bring to mind, 
as we remember the fallen, just what 
their experiences were like. We created 
resources called Mud, Rats, Lice, 
Poppies, Cigarettes, Daughters, Ghosts, 
Guns, Wire, Gas, and Shrapnel.*

In the first set of resources we noted 
that as millions of human lives were 
destroyed, so was the natural world. 
Trees, fields, animals, plants, farming 
and agriculture were shelled and mined 
into oblivion creating a landscape of 
mud, perfect conditions in which rats 
could multiply and lice invade the 
seams of every soldier’s uniform. 

In the second set we remembered 
people left at home: the wives become 
widows, the daughters who never 
married, and the rise in an interest in 
Spiritualism, as people desperate to 
know what had become of their loved 
ones sought answers, any answers, from 
beyond the grave. 

In the last set, we looked at the First 
World War as a watershed in military 
engagement, the first time the technology 
of war did the killing rather than hand-
to-hand combat. You did not see the 
hand behind the gas, the bullet, the shell 
fragment that lodged in your body. With 
the advent of drone warfare, it is worth 
remembering the force of that change, 
the horror of facing what is mindless and 
destructive as men went over the top 
and charged into No Man’s Land. 

We might learn, too, from the spiritual 
questions raised by remembering. In our 
resources we reflect on a funeral held 
for a man’s moustache because it was 
all that was left of him, and we muse 
on the strange tale of a soldier interred 
alive by one shell and resurrected by 
a second as he was blown out of his 
grave, losing a leg in the process. We 
remember the surgeon who lost a hand 
and who raged against a God whom 
he labelled a ‘disgrace’ for not acting 
to intervene in the monstrous horror. 
These stories raise questions for all 
of us about who God is and how God 

acts in the world. Where is God in our 
human wars today?

Remembering requires acknowledgement 
of the horror of war because the horror 
provides the context for the bravery, the 
fear, the powerful bonds of friendship 
and all the lessons we seek to take away 
from the engagement of our nation and 
our allies in the theatres of war. We can 
only truly ‘remember them’ if we agree 
to learn those lessons and apply them 
today. 

Dr Anne Richards
National Adviser: mission theology

Mission and Public Affairs,  
Church of England

anne.richards@churchofengland.org

@AnneRRichards

* You can find more information about 
these resources in the Resources section 
on pages 15-18.



A World War 1 German officer and a 
British ‘Tommy’ inch towards each other 
across No Man’s Land, hands nervously 
outstretched as an offer of friendship. 
Other men and boys follow, greeting 
each other with sweets and mugs of tea. 
They start a ‘kick about’ with a football 
and soon the game is in full swing. 

But this is not the famous truce in the 
trenches in December 1914, despite the 
ragged tinsel Christmas tree. This is the 
recreation ground in Ryton on Dunsmore, 
Warwickshire, in September 2014. 

To mark the centenary of the beginning 
of the First World War 1 in 2014, 
HOPE Together drew on the story of 
the Christmas truce for its Greater Love 
campaign. Inspired by this, the Ryton 
History Group co-ordinated a series of 
events for the weekend of the Heritage 
Open Days (heritageopendays.org.uk).

‘For most of 1914 the men who are 
commemorated on our village war 
memorial were still living here’, said 
Steve Garrett, chair of the history group. 
‘So we wanted to focus on what it was 

like for them at the outbreak of the war 
and consider how life has changed. In 
1914 Ryton was a village of farming 
families, although a few of the men had 
started working in new local factories.’ 

Steve scoured the census for 1911 
online to find names from the Ryton war 
memorial and discover what those men 
were doing before they went to war. Of 
course, some were boys not quite old 
enough to work in 1911. Recollections 
from long-standing village families and 
research in the local record office were 
added. Over time it became possible to 
build up a picture of each soldier’s life: 
their family, schooling or occupation, 
where they lived in the village. 

From the list of their occupations, and 
others in the village also gleaned from 
the census, the idea for The Way We 
Were, a flower festival in St Leonard’s 
parish church, was born. Arrangements 
were created by each of the village’s 
interest groups, inspired by the jobs and 
employers of 1914: bicycle and silk 
factories, bakery, market garden and 
brickworks. 

One arrangement showed life in a rural 
cottage at the end of the nineteenth 
century (reconstructed in the church’s 
bell tower room) while the village 
WI focused on the women’s suffrage 
movement. And, of course, each of the 
men listed on the war memorial were 
honoured with their own arrangement, 
accompanied by two A3 laminated 
panels: one his war record, the other an 
outline of whatever was known of his life 
before 1914. 

‘We invited the village children to come 
to see the flowers and learn about their 
village in the past. They entire school 
came, and in costume!’ explained Steve. 
‘The older children in particular were 
fascinated that we knew about the 
people on the war memorial as teenagers 
– young people not much older than 
themselves and to whom they could 
relate.’ 

Alongside the flower festival, the church 
arranged themed worship, including a 
1914 Evensong, and a World War 1 
sing-along evening with a scratch choir 
singing the verses of well-known musical 

REMEMBERING RYTON
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hall songs, like Daisy, Daisy and Pack 
Up Your Troubles, with the audience 
joining in the choruses. 

‘Everyone, whatever his or her religion 
or lack of it, is invited to participate in 
Remembrance,’ said Revd David Wintle, 
Rector of Baginton with Bubbenhall and 
Ryton on Dunsmore (St Leonard’s). ‘At 
the core of Remembrance is the silence 
and the words either side of that silence 
are – deliberately it seems – neutral, so 
you can bring into that silence whatever 
you want or need: prayer, remembering 
or imagination, even blankness or 
horror or confusion. You can bring your 
Christian faith, or your Jewish or Muslim 
or Hindu or pagan faith, or your lack of 
faith. But it is a silence in which we all 
share.

‘For the Church, Remembrance is a bit 
of a balancing act. We mustn’t sanitise 
or glorify or trivialise war: we must 
acknowledge that war is evil, but also 
that those who are caught up in war 
are mostly just like us, no better and 
no worse: sometimes they are us. At 
the same time, we must dare to offer, 

to those who may not always wish to 
hear it, a message which is distinctively 
Christian: that in Jesus Christ, the Prince 
of Peace, the sins of individuals and of 
nations can be forgiven. Paradoxically, in 
the very act of Remembrance we can let 
go of the past and look to the future.’

Four years on and Ryton is gearing up 
for another weekend of remembering in 
September 2018. ‘We always remember 
those who were lost in the war on 
Remembrance Sunday so we wanted 
to do something a bit different for the 
Heritage Open Days,’ says Steve. ‘In 
2018 we can’t ignore the sacrifices, loss 
and grief that followed World War 1, nor 
that it was not the ‘war to end all wars’ 
in the end. But today we live in relative 
peace and this is a close community.’

The war memorial has been renovated 
by the parish council and Ryton History 
Group, St Leonard’s Church and the 
community groups in the village are 
together putting on another flower 
festival, Remembering Ryton: Peace & 
Reconciliation 1918-2018. This time 
Coventry Cathedral’s Reconciliation 

Ministry team have been invited to work 
with the local school to bring greater 
understanding of the causes of conflict 
and engage in peace-making activities. 

The church is holding festival worship 
to remember, give thanks and pray for 
peace. There will be re-enactors bringing 
a World War 1 camp to help people 
understand life for the more than 40 
Ryton men who went to war while the 
WI are making a village poppy trail to 
remember the ones who did not make it 
back. Finally, the village are all invited 
to a street ‘peace party’ to build up the 
community and strengthen its cohesion. 
This will end with eighteen young 
people parading through the village, 
each carrying the identity of a man 
commemorated on the war memorial, 
brought back from the dead for one 
weekend, but remembered in Ryton 
forever.

Jo Hibbard 
Director of Engagement for the  

Methodist Church in Britain 
hibbardj@methodist.org.uk

“ln the very act of 
Remembrance we can 

let go of the past and 
look to the future.”



 BARTON AND BRIGG METHODIST  
 CIRCUIT, LINCOLNSHIRE 
A waterfall of poppies? Could we get every church in the circuit to make an 
outside display to catch the eyes of passers-by and prompt them to think 
about war, sacrifice, courage and the task of peace-making today? This was 
the question asked by Methodist churches in the Barton and Brigg Circuit 
in North Lincolnshire when they were wondering how to commemorate the 
centenary of the Armistice on Remembrance Sunday 2018.

Deacon Helen Webster, who works with local schools in the area, had 
seen a small waterfall of poppies made from plastic bottles at one village 
school while other members of the circuit found a poppy knitting pattern. 
For the last few months members across the circuit have been busy 
collecting bottles and wearing out their knitting needles. Over 1000 knitted 
poppies had been made by the end of July and cupboards and balconies 
are overflowing with bottles ready to be transformed in time for our 
commemorations.

Superintendent Revd Nichola Jones says, ‘We wanted to mark the 
anniversary of the Armistice by creating something eye-catching. We are also 
encouraging churches to have a coffee morning to support the work of The 
Soldiers’ & Airmen’s Scripture Readers Association (SASRA), visiting and 
providing spiritual support to members of the armed forces.’

The poppies will be displayed outside churches from the beginning of 
November. 
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We Will Remember Them:
Annual services of Remembrance are often significant occasions in rural communities. As our nation marks the centenary 
of the end of the First World War, we wanted to find out how rural churches were marking this significant anniversary… 

 POPPIES 
SCOTLAND 
Banff Parish Church’s Busy Hands group 
has launched its Knit a Poppy campaign. 
The group hope to knit enough sponsored 
poppies to create a cascade at the church 
and raise money for the Earl Haig Poppy 
Appeal. 

 CORNWALL 
Coads Green Methodist Church are holding 
an afternoon tea with musical items on 28 
October and are planning to yarn-bomb the 
village with knitted poppies.

YORKSHIRE 
Wesley Memorial Methodist Church in 
Epworth are working with the local heritage 
group on a ‘fall’ of poppies for the church. 

 LISKEARD METHODIST CHURCH,  
 CORNWALL 
As part of the Remembrance100 100 Days of Prayer for Peace 
and Hope Liskeard Methodist Church are hosting an exhibition on 
World War 1, open each morning from 4 August until Armistice 
Day. Friends and members have been knitting poppies and we have 
welcomed There But Not There silhouettes into our pews. 

The Liskeard Poppy Appeal Concert will be held in our Church in 
association with the local Royal British Legion, The Liskerrett Male 
Voice Choir and the Liskeard Silver Band. The Mayor, civic dignitaries 
and members of HMS Raleigh are expected to attend.

John Gilbert
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 HECKINGTON 100 (DIOCESE OF LINCOLN) 
Here in Heckington an enthusiastic group of villagers have set about commemorating the 31 men from our village who didn’t 
return in 1918. A series of events which began in the summer will culminate on Armistice Day with a Sea of Poppies exhibition 
in the church featuring flowers that are being handmade locally, regionally, nationally and indeed internationally. So far nearly 
11,000 poppies have flooded in. Displays throughout the church will include a chapel full of purple poppies commemorating 
the animals who died while the pulpit will honour the clergymen who served and didn’t come back. There will be a cascade of 
poppies from our balcony down into the Church and exhibits from organisations across the village. 

Other initiatives include a new book on the men on the War Memorial by local author Pat Banister, a band concert, a Wartime 
Bash with Bangers and Mash, a historical exhibition and an illustrated talk on the Great War, along with a flypast by the Dakota 
of the Battle of Britain Memorial Flight.

Heckington 100 has galvanised the people of this area to pay tribute to the not-so-few men from our community who gave their 
lives for the many.

Sea of Poppies will be open 27 October–11 November, 10am to 4pm daily.

Andrew M. Key, Chairman, Heckington 100

We Will Remember Them: Commemorating the  
centenary of the end of the  
Great War in rural communities

 DELABOLE METHODIST  
 CHURCH, CORNWALL 
This year, to mark the centenary of the end of the First World War 
the theme of Delabole Methodist Church’s annual flower festival 
will be remembrance. 

A swathe of handmade poppies will cascade down from a wooden 
arch and across the stage and will remain in place from the 
flower festival in August until the weekend of 11 November. 
Clubs and groups from across the community have created floral 
displays for the festival and money will be raised for the local 
Cornwall Hospice fund. Local people have also pulled together 
to knit, crochet and create hundreds of poppies. 

Over the weekend of Remembrance Sunday the Delabole 
Branch of the Royal British Legion will hold a commemorative 
exhibition in the church, exploring showing different aspects 
of life during wartime. There will be a coffee morning in aid 
of the Poppy Appeal on Saturday and on Sunday a ceremony 
at the War Memorial and parade to the Methodist Church for 
a service. The weekend will conclude with a service by the 
Port Isaac Chorale in the evening.

Alison Gill
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 ST LEONARD’S,  
 BIRDINGBURY  
 (DIOCESE OF COVENTRY) 
St Leonard’s Birdingbury is part of a rural multi-
parish benefice in the Diocese of Coventry. There 
are plans for a poppy ‘cascade’ in each of the four 
churches in the group and we’ll also be hosting 
There But Not There Perspex figures.

In Birdingbury we have made this a community 
project and have also involved our local history 
society who will put on an exhibition in the church 
featuring some of their research about those lost 
from our village. Our poppy display will start in the 
churchyard and continue through the church to the 
altar where the focus will be on peace. 

Our aspiration is that every house in the village will 
have contributed at least one poppy to our project. 
We have made poppies from air-dried clay, tissue 
paper, plastic bottle bases, egg box cups, cupcake 
cases, card and felt!

We are also making hundreds of waterproof 
‘pinwheel’ poppies for the churchyard to create a 
poppy field effect upon arrival. The display includes 
some purple poppies to recognise the villagers’ love 
of animals and white poppies for the altar area 
where the focus is on peace. Our flower arrangers 
are involved in the project and the altar display 
will include peace lilies and rosemary. One of our 
young people is creating peace banners and we 
will have two or three prayer stations. 

It’s been great to gather together to make the 
hundreds of flowers that we need! We hosted two 
children’s workshops during the summer holidays 
and we are hoping to organise a couple of evenings 
to teach the menfolk to make poppies too! 

Karen Armbrister

 ST EDMUND KING AND MARTYR, WEST KINGSDOWN  
 (DIOCESE OF ROCHESTER) 
In 2014, to commemorate the centenary of the start of the war we held a service in which we extinguished of a candle 
of remembrance. This candle has been placed, unlit, in the church each Sunday and will be re-lit at a service to mark the 
centenary of the Armistice. 

In addition to our annual Remembrance Day commemorations over the last four years the local branch of the Royal British 
Legion has held a short service on the centenary of the death of each person named on our village war memorial. This has 
included the Act of Remembrance and a short account of the person’s life and active service.

Revd Harriet Johnson

We Will Remember Them...
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Find out more about  
some of the resources 
mentioned here… 

Royal British Legion  
(britishlegion.org.uk)

SASRA (The Soldiers’ & Airmen’s 
Scripture Readers Association)  
(sasra.org.uk)

There But Not There 
(therebutnotthere.org.uk)

War Memorials Online 
(warmemorialsonline.org.uk)

If you have been inspired by the 
stories you’ve read here, why not 
take a look at our Resources section 
for information and ideas for ways in 
which you could mark the centenary 
of the end of the First World War 1 
in your church and community. 

Visit germinate.net/resources-search 
and search ‘Poppies’ for patterns 
and templates to use to create your 
own poppy-themed Remembrance 
installation. 

 ST DAVID’S WETTENHALL  
 (DIOCESE OF CHESTER) 
Wettenhall is a rural village situated within the heart of the Cheshire Plains. Just over a 
hundred years ago thirty young men from Wettenhall signed up to fight in the Great War; 
happily 29 of those young men returned to their families, battered, bruised and mentally 
scared but home. 

The one young man who lost his life was 26-year-old Corporal George John Rathbone. 
Tragically, on 19 August 1918, just 3 months before the war ended, he fell at 
Poperinghe, Belgium; a brass plaque in St. David’s church commemorates his life.

John, known as Jack, was the youngest of a large family, attended the local parish 
school, and was engaged to be married when he signed up. He still has family in the 
area and Jacks’ great-nephew James visited his final resting place at the Commonwealth 
War Graves in Poperinghe, Belgium just a few years ago. Jack was one of the 
lucky ones; of the 12,000 graves at Poperinghe, 8,000 belong to un-named 
soldiers.

This year 19 August fell on a Sunday and Wettenhall remembered Jack and 
others with an Act of Remembrance at St. David’s followed by a wartime 
afternoon tea party, complete with old time music but minus food rationing! 
Jack’s image has been engraved on a life-sized silhouette that will be seated 
within the church and the brass memorial plaque has been registered with 
War Memorials Online.

 REMEMBRANCE IN SHOREHAM, KENT 
The Shoreham Branch of the Royal British 
Legion, celebrating the 70th anniversary of 
its formation, joined with Henry Desmond 
and his Orchestra to hold a concert to 
commemorate the centenary of the end 
of World War 1 in St Peter and St Paul 
Church, Shoreham, Kent. The fifty-piece 
orchestra and thirty-strong choir led by 
Henry performed songs from both World 
Wars including Pack up Your Troubles, 
Keep the Home Fires Burning and many 
more, plus music associated with each 
of the Armed Forces and some classical 
pieces celebrating Britain and its heritage. 
Poems and letters exchanged by people in 
Shoreham in World War 1 were read by 
members of the Royal British Legion and 
residents of Shoreham. Soloists Emma 

Scott, Will Desmond and Tom Hicks 
performed music from musicals, a requiem 
and ‘Forces’ Sweetheart’ Vera Lynn. 

The audience also had the opportunity to 
explore an exhibition telling the stories of 
the boys who went to fight from Shoreham 
and to celebrate the Royal British Legion. 
The evening finished with everyone waving 
their flags to Pomp and Circumstance 
before the orchestra got everyone dancing 
to a new arrangement of Glenn Miller’s In 
The Mood. 

All money raised from the evening went 
to the Royal British Legion Poppy Fund 
2018. 
 Henry Desmond 

 BENINGTON, ALL SAINTS  
 (DIOCESE OF LINCOLN) 
Grade 1 listed, 800-year-old Benington, All Saints was closed for worship in 
2003. After a £2.3m building project the church re-opened in September 2018 
as The Beonna at All Saints, a community and events centre with a community 
cafe in the nave.

When the church closed the war memorial, a brass plaque, was removed from 
All Saints to a nearby church for safe-keeping. On it are recorded the names of 
seventeen men from the village who died in World War 1. On Sunday 11 November 
the memorial will be returned to All Saints as part of an Act of Remembrance.

Judy Crowe, Benington Community Heritage Trust
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Lord Plumb: A farmer’s  life...
Lord Henry Plumb has been described as probably the most important person in agriculture of the last one hundred years. Alongside 
a farming career spanning almost eight decades he served as Vice President and President of the National Farmers’ Union and as the 
only British President of the European Parliament. In November 2017, aged 92, he retired from the House of Lords. 

Country Way editor Louise 
Davis went to meet him on his 
farm in Warwickshire. 

The event that set the trajectory of his 
life is still vivid in Lord Plumb’s memory, 
even at a distance of almost eighty years. 
It happened on 24 March 1940 when 
Henry, a reluctant student, found himself 
summoned to the headmaster’s office 
where he discovered that he was to leave 
school immediately. Henry’s father had 
recently acquired Southfields Farm in 
Coleshill and wanted his son to run it for 
him, believing that World War 2 would 
only last a few months. 

‘We had no men at that stage,’ he 
recalls, apart from two men ‘we’d sort 
of inherited. The place was in an awful 
mess; it just hadn’t been farmed.’

‘At 15, I was a boss. I was in touch with 
Father every night; he’d say, “What we 
should do?” and then I had to tell the 
men. We’d finish milking in the morning, 
stand in the dairy and I’d say, “This is 
what I think we should do today. What 
do you think?” They’d start arguing and 
I’d say, “Well, go have your breakfast and 
come back and tell me”, and they always 
came back and told me what I told them, 
but it was their idea, it wasn’t mine.’

 FARMING IN  
 WARTIME 
Lord Plumb may not have seen active 
service during World War 2 – farming 
was a reserved occupation and he was 
too young to be called up for most of 
the conflict – but the war was an ever-

present reality during those early years at 
Coleshill. 

‘Coleshill was really bombed,’ he 
remembers, the result of its proximity not 
only to both Coventry and Birmingham 
but to Hams Hall Power Station. One of 
his men lost two sisters-in-law: ‘They were 
in their beds and a bomb dropped straight 
on top of them.’ 

But the war proved to be a formative time 
in Lord Plumb’s life, not least because 
it required him to hone his leadership 
skills. Half a mile from Coleshill was 
a prisoner of war camp and much of 
the farm’s labour during the war came 
courtesy of some of its German and Italian 
inhabitants. 

‘The German men were so good, so 
helpful; a lot of them were from rural 
areas and were farm workers anyway. We 
had them six at a time, chopping sugar 
beet.’

It wasn’t all plain sailing, but Lord Plumb 
seems genuinely grateful for all his 
unconventional workforce contributed to 
the life of the farm. 

‘We got on well, we relied on their 
support; our chaps had gone to war and 
we’d got no young people around. When 
war broke out and I was still on my 
father’s farm, all six of his men went to 
the war straight away. There was just no 
choice.’

 FAMILY LIFE 
During the course of our conversation it 
becomes clear that Lord Plumb felt both 
great affection for both his parents and a 

deep admiration for the way in which they 
faced all kinds of challenges, exercising 
the kind of leadership that can make a 
transformative difference to both people 
and situations in difficult times. 

Describing his mother, Louise, as ‘that 
dear girl’, he recalls the way in which she 
cared for the POW who worked on the 
farms. 

‘We weren’t supposed to feed them when 
they came; they had to bring their rations. 
But my mother would have a bucketful of 
potatoes and they all had lunch. She was 
severely reprimanded by the commander 
at the camp. She said, “Well, I shall still 
do it.” They couldn’t stop her. She was a 
formidable woman.’ 

Lord Plumb’s son, John, a trustee of 
Germinate: The Arthur Rank Centre, now 
farms at Coleshill. They took the decision 
to cease dairy farming a few years ago 
and now John spends a lot of his time on 
farming education. 

‘I think what he’s doing is fantastic. I 
think he’s had 200 children at the farm 
this year so far. If we’re going to try to 
encourage consumption of the right food, 
then now’s the time to educate children. 
He loves it! I don’t know how he does it 
but he’ll have four bus-loads in a day.

‘He’s a great boy.’

 LESSONS IN  
 LEADERSHIP 
One of the themes that emerges from 
our conversation is just how much 
Lord Plumb has valued the working 
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Lord Plumb: A farmer’s  life...
relationships he’s had with others, from 
his father and mother and those early 
lessons in leadership with older men and 
prisoners of war, to his desire to work 
collaboratively in the European Parliament 
and his attempts, not always successful, 
at reconciling different factions within the 
UK farming community. 

Lord Plumb credits his unusual early 
life experiences with shaping the leader 
he would become, as President first 
of the NFU and then of the European 
Parliament, where his daily meetings 
with his farm workers back at Coleshill in 
1940 set the pattern for his presidency. 

‘I had my six key men in for a croissant 
and coffee meeting every morning at 
8am if I was in Brussels and I would say 
exactly the same to them as I said to my 
farm workers: “What do you think?” And 
they would come back with the answers.’

And while Lord Plumb is clearly a man 
who knows his own mind and is unafraid 
to set direction, he describes himself as 
fortunate to have been a team leader. 

‘I can’t work without a team: I need to 
consult with them, I need their advice, I 
need their help.’ 

When I ask him what the key leadership 
lessons are that he’s learned from the 
various spheres in which he’s worked, he 
doesn’t hesitate. 

‘Listen. Listen. Never try to dictate. 
Listen.’

It’s a lesson in leadership which many 
current leaders, particularly political ones, 
would do well to heed. 

To my astonishment, at one point in 
our conversation, Lord Plumb describes 
himself as lazy. It’s not a word I’d use 
to describe a man with more energy and 

drive than a lot of people twenty or even 
thirty years his junior, and the fact that he 
mentions a forthcoming meeting with a 
high-ranking government minister suggests 
that his advice and opinions are still as 
eagerly sought as ever. 

And yet, Lord Plumb remains a man deeply 
rooted in farming. He recounts with pride 
an occasion in the House of Lords when 
with chants of ‘The farmer, the farmer!’ he 
was called to speak in a debate. 

‘I think living on the land is the best life 
you can ever imagine. Even though I’ve 
been round the world a few times and I’ve 
been involved in so many other things, I’m 
still a farmer.’

Interview by Louise Davis
Editor, Country Way

louised@germinate.net
@louiseloudavis

“I think living 
on the land is 

the best life 
you can ever 

imagine.” 
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Abi is 17-years-old and has an Autistic 
Spectrum Disorder (ASD) diagnosis. 
When her family relocated from Dorset 
to Derbyshire, Abi had to move from 
a specialist Learning Centre into a 
mainstream school that was unable to 
adequately support her socialisation and 
high anxiety difficulties. Finding herself 
bullied and humiliated by her new 
peer group, Abi withdrew from formal 
education, her self-esteem at an all-time 
low, unsure of her future and without 
qualifications. 

I met Abi at a local coffee morning. She 
had recently dropped out of school and 
although she wanted to communicate, it 
was very difficult. Two words at a time 
and no eye contact was her best effort. 

When I saw her on subsequent occasions 
she would wave or say hi, but no other 
communication was offered. 

A grant enabled Abi to attend Lowberdale 
Farm (lowberdalefarm.org.uk), a project 
that started as the vision of a local 
Christian farmer and came to fruition 
with Christian volunteers who shared 
that vision. Volunteers are from different 
churches, and bring different skills, but 
all have the same desire to put their faith 
into action. By reflecting God’s love of all 
creation, the project helps young people 
understand their own value, grow as 
individuals and build social skills through 
farming practice.

For two days a week Abi undertakes 
activities including feeding, mucking out, 
lambing, shearing, administrating wormer, 
vaccinating sheep, fencing and other 
general farm duties. Every lunchtime the 
whole team sit down to a meal together. 
This is a time that Abi really loves; it 
gives her a chance to talk, share and, 
most importantly, laugh and develop 
relationships with the care workers and 
other young people on the farm. The 
experience affirms her as a valued part of 
a team – something she craved – which 
in turn boosts her self-esteem. 

Three months after starting at the farm, 
I saw Abi walking through the village 
with a lovely Collie puppy. Abi told me 
how she loved attending the farm, how 
she had learnt to do so many things 

and how she now had her own hens and 
supplied eggs to several people in the 
village. Abi talked about her puppy and 
how she was training her and most of 
all how excited she was for lambing at 
Lowberdale to start because she had been 
asked her to help. After 20 minutes I had 
to excuse myself to get on with some 
work! 

I met up with Abi on the farm during 
lambing and it was clear that she was 
thriving, working hard and thoroughly 
enjoying herself. A few weeks later when 
I was on the farm for sheering, Abi was 
instructing me in the preparation for the 
day. As we worked we talked about life. 
Abi’s family now rent some land from a 
local farmer where she is raising six cade 
– orphaned – lambs and still keeps her 
own hens. Abi is hoping she will be able 
to start an agricultural course in the near 
future. 

Abi’s mum has seen the impact the farm 
has had on her daughter: ‘Abi now feels 
her opinion matters and that people are 
willing to listen to her ideas. The time 
at Lowberdale could not have come at a 
more opportune time in Abi’s life and has 
made a significant and positive difference 
to her outlook on life and her future.’ 

Deacon Lorraine Brown
Peak Park Rural Development Enabler

Sheffield District, The Methodist Church

peakpark@sheffield.org 

From isolation to integration:  
ABI’S STORY
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REMEMBERING our ROUTES
In a recent BBC Radio Scotland 
broadcast, Martin Palmer of the 
Alliance for Religions and Conservation 
commented that ‘Every major religion 
has seen an increase in pilgrims of 
between 200 and 400% in the last 
20 years.’ Pilgrimage in Scotland is 
recreating long distance walking routes 
that connect churches and other holy 
sites associated with historic shrines, 
bringing new life to rural communities 
whose local services and amenities 
have either disappeared or need to be 
sustained. 

Why are we seeing such a major 
resurgence in pilgrimage across Europe 
when traditional rural church attendance 
is declining? What can pilgrimage tell 
us about rural ministry today? Today’s 
pilgrims include people who may prefer 
to meet God alone, rather than in a 
collective environment. Walking along a 
path leads naturally to walking alongside 
others, fostering deep and surprising 
conversations. Pilgrimage can be an 
Emmaus Road experience.

As Martin Palmer explains, ‘Pilgrimage 
takes you through sacred landscapes alive 
with stories about the great Christian 
saints and teachers. It allows you the 
opportunity to get under the skin of an 
ancient tradition in a way that regular 
worship rarely does.’

Perhaps pilgrims connect more with God 
in nature then they do inside a building. 
Romans 1:20 tells us that the nature of 
God can be seen by all in his creation. 
Perhaps what pilgrimage in Scotland 
teaches us is that the settings of our 
rural church buildings and what they 
represent appeals to us more strongly 
than what goes on inside them. Does 
pilgrimage resonate with the Scottish 
people because of a deep-rooted memory 
of the Celtic Church? The original Culdee 
monks travelled from place to place, with 
few belongings, little ritual and no fancy 
buildings. They communed closely with 
nature, in a simple and direct way. 

One of the implications of the steady 
increase in pilgrimage travel in Scotland 
could be the need for churches in rural 
areas to become more flexible in their 
approach to worship and the use of 
public spaces. On mainland Orkney, 
Milestone Community Church in Dounby 
is a modern multi-purpose building in 
the heart of the community. It has no 
traditional church furniture and is built 
around a central amphitheatre which is 

used both for secular community events 
and Christian worship. Orkney’s newly 
restored 55-mile St Magnus Way which 
runs from Evie to Kirkwall is providing 
pilgrims with ‘opportunities for encounter’, 
according to local Church of Scotland 
minister David McNeish. Responding to 
pilgrimage can and does help churches 
reach out to new audiences in a rural 
context.

The ‘active travel’ market is Scotland is 
large and growing. It is estimated that 
the West Highland Way has an economic 
impact of £5m a year suggesting that 
there is real opportunity for the socio-
economic regeneration of remote rural 
communities. There is an acute shortage 
of budget hostel-type accommodation 
on the Pilgrim Way routes but a surfeit 
of increasingly under-used church 
buildings. Could Champing be the answer 
– camping in a church? St Peter’s Kirk, 
Sandwick, Orkney now sleeps four, 
fluffy pillows and perhaps even teddy 
bears included. Could the provision of 
hospitality for pilgrims become part of 
Christian service, like the ‘albergues’ 
run by volunteer ‘hospitaleros’ along the 
Camino to Santiago de Compostella? 
If we thought about our many historic 
rural church buildings in Scotland more 
creatively, perhaps we could adapt empty 
churches to create a network of Christian 
‘heritage spaces’, used for both hospitality 
and worship, bringing local people and 
pilgrims together. 

The Rural Working Group  
of the Church of Scotland 
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