
ICPCN - MAKING A DIFFERENCE ACROSS 
AFRICA FOR CHILDREN WITH CANCER

Downing J; Boucher S; Nkosi B

BACKGROUND
Over 21 million children globally need access to palliative care, 
with at least 8 million requiring specialist provision. The need 
for children’s palliative care (CPC) is greatest in countries with 
a high burden of disease along with limited access to treatment. 
Countries in sub-Saharan Africa (SSA), have greatest need, 
for example, in Zimbabwe 113.3 per 10,000 children need PC, 
and in Kenya 76.8, as opposed to countries such as the US 
where only 21.5 per 10,000 children require CPC. Alongside 
this, evidence suggests only 0-5% of those in need in SSA can 
access such care. Thus there is great need for expansion of 
CPC across the region. 

Conclusion
ICPCN is providing ongoing support for CPC in SSA for children with 
cancer, along with those with a wide variety of conditions. Whilst there 

ongoing work to strengthen CPC within the region.

RESULTS

the following: 

Communication  
560 individual and129 organisational members in SSA 
126 ehospice articles (11%) addressing SSA 

Newsletter sent to 29 SSA countries 
Global mapping of CPC including SSA  

Advocacy  
Involvement in the WHA resolution for PC  
Birth of the African Children’s Palliative Care Network 
(ACPCN) out of the regional advocacy group 
Involvement in the Global advocacy group 
representing views of SSA countries  

Research  
Presentations at conferences in 7 SSA countries
Various research studies including SSA e.g.C-POS, 
children’s understanding of death and dying, Delphi  
study re global priorities in CPC research, study on 
models of CPC, studies into the 2-step analgesic 
ladder. 
Assessment of need for CPC in three SSA countries 
- Kenya, South Africa and Zimbabwe, propr to the 
assessment of global need.

Education  
Face-to-face training delivered in 10 SSA countries 
E-learning courses undertaken from 24 SSA countries
Support to Diploma in CPC in Uganda  
Beacon centre project in Uganda, Tanzania and South 
Africa  

Support and Development  

CPC development including Malawi, South Africa, 
Swaziland, Uganda and Lesotho.

METHOD
A review was undertaken to assess the impact of the work of 

Mixed methods were utilised including, but  not  limited to, 
reviewing: project documentation and reports; hits on social 
media, downloads of materials, ehospice articles; impact of 
training – both face-to-face and e-learning; networking and 
communication events; papers presented and published; 
research undertaken.  
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AIM
To review the impact of the work of the International 
Children’s Palliative Care Network (ICPCN) in expanding 
access to Children’s Palliative Care in sub Saharan Africa 
(SSA). 




