
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Media statement  

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

02 August 2021 

To: Carte Blanche 

CITY’S STATEMENT ON UPL CHEMICAL SPILL DURING UNREST 

EThekwini Municipality is concerned about the contamination of the Ohlange River and 

estuary and is working with all relevant authorities to monitor and advise on the rehabilitation 

and remediation of the impacted environment. This follows the fire at UPL chemical 

warehouse in Cornubia that was burnt down during the unrest from 12-16 July.  

The city had immediately issued a warning to residents and closed the beaches following the 

fire that resulted in the contamination of the estuary. The beaches remain closed and the 

warnings remain in place until results from the samples taken are known. The eThekwini 

Health Unit, following the polluter pay principle, has instructed the facility to carry out 

specialist studies including Dispersion modelling, Human Health Risk and environmental 

assessments. These are still in progress. 

A determination of the environmental impacts will become clearer once the water and 

sediment sampling results are processed. To date, we are aware of a fish kill and some 

vegetation die-off along the oHlanga River and estuary. Air quality sampling results are also 

being processed and these will inform the human health impacts.  

In terms of the National Environmental Management Act, the rehabilitation and clean-up will 

have to be the responsibility of the facility involved. This is being closely monitored by 

authorities. 

UPL was based in a Special Zone 19 in which warehousing and light industry is permitted. 

From a town planning and building control perspective, a land use application followed by a 

building application were both submitted and approved by the eThekwini Municipality with 

the latter granted in January 2019.  

According to the Health Unit, the facility had not made an application for a Scheduled 

Activities permit as per Scheduled Activities Bylaw, 2019. The Municipality is seeking Legal 

guidance on the approach to be taken for this noncompliance. The onus is on the facility to 

check what Regulations are applicable in the area where they are wanting to trade and 

thereafter make the appropriate applications in order to comply with the laws of that area.   
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