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National Housing Federation Funding of Supported Housing Task & Finish Group  
Notes from fourth meeting 22 July 2016 

The aims of the fourth meeting of the task and finish group were to: 
• recap on the substance of the proposals the National Housing Federation submitted to Government 
• reflect on the broader political context, relevant intelligence & possible timescales 
• brainstorm possible responses to ongoing Government questions 
• highlight opportunities arising through the Federation’s Starts at Home campaign 

 
Update (from Emily Bird, Policy Leader): 
We had previously had reasonable expectation that an announcement would be made by Government 
before the end of July. Instead, Government put on record in a House of Commons debate its intention to 
announce in “early Autumn”. 
The Federation will continue to push for as early an announcement as possible, to stress the uncertainty 
facing the sector, and to drive home the key points outlined in our proposals. We are already meeting with 
[new] relevant Ministers. 
There was some discussion of the possible content of as yet unpublished Government research. 
 
Broader context (Emily): 
New PM Teresa May has formed a new Government – this is not a reshuffle. PM has made a point of her 
commitment to social justice and ending the housing deficit. Teresa May is a command PM and will be very 
much in charge. There was discussion of key relevant appointments to Government positions. 
 
Starts at Home campaign (John Pierce, Campaigns Manager): 

• Starts at Home day on 1 September 
• Case studies being released every few days – please forward any individual case studies to John 
• Campaign pack will soon be available for members 

 
Workshop session (Emily & Jenny Allen, External Affairs Manager): 
The group brainstormed three key areas where the Federation knows we are likely to need a response to 
Government thinking, and where our thinking is not yet finalised. These are: 

1. How to safeguard funding in a localised system 
2. A particular approach for short-term transitional services 
3. Eligibility and access to supported housing 

 
 
Actions & next steps: 
The Federation policy team will use the workshop discussion to inform our ongoing thinking and our 
response to any Government proposals in these key areas. 
 
It was agreed that it would be helpful for the group to meet again following any announcement from the 
Government. 
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