WELFARE REFORM ACT 2012 - Regulations Timetable  (v3 as of 18.10.12)
This note updates current planning assumptions for the detailed secondary legislation required to implement key measures from the Welfare Reform Act 2012. It does not cover all the measures laid prior to July 2012, and measures that are on a longer time track (e.g. to make provision for the housing costs of pensioners in Pension Credit). It aims to give a brief overview of the various regulations in progress, to help Parliamentarians and external organisations prepare for a notable volume of regulations. During this busy period we are placing regulations when they are laid (or in some specific cases draft regulations) on the welfare reform section of the DWP website at:  http://www.dwp.gov.uk/policy/welfare-reform/legislation-and-key-documents/welfare-reform-act-2012/welfare-reform-draft-regulations/. 
PLEASE NOTE THIS TIMETABLE REFLECTS OUR CURRENT PLANNING ASSUMPTIONS BUT IS SUBJECT TO ONGOING REVISION
Universal Credit

	Regulations
	Will cover
	Are they affirmative?
	Expect to lay before Parliament from:
	Implementation Date from:

	UC Main Scheme 
	Main criteria and rules around entitlement, award, rates, disregards and claimant responsibilities.
	(
	Dec 2012 (after the Chancellor's Autumn Statement)
	April 2013

	Decisions and Appeals (including PIP, ESA, JSA) **
	Update provisions on how decisions are made, including requirement for reconsideration before an appeal. 
	(
	Dec 2012 (after the Chancellor's Autumn Statement)
	

	UC Transitionals 


	Makes provision for the scenarios for migrating claimants to UC e.g. postcodes and claimant group for the Pathfinder area
	(
	Dec 2012 (after the Chancellor's Autumn Statement)
	

	Claims and Payments (including PIP, ESA, JSA)
	Updates existing provisions and makes new provisions e.g. for UC payment one month in arrears.
	X
	Intend to publish in draft alongside other regs in Dec, lay in Feb/March 2013.
	

	UC Consequentials


	Legislative amendments required in DWP primary and secondary legislation (e.g. to replace references to IS, JSA).
	X
	Lay in Feb/March 2013 after the affirmative debates.
	


** There is a further set of affirmative regulations which will extend the new arrangements for mandatory reconsiderations and lodgement of appeals with MOJ to other benefits, including Child Support.

Regulations related to UC delivery
	Regulations
	Will cover
	Are they affirmative?
	Expect to lay before Parliament from:
	Implementation Date from:

	ESA Sanctions
	Interim step towards the new sanctions and hardship regime under Universal Credit (alongside JSA Sanctions interim regulations approved by Parliament in the autumn).
	X
	5 Nov 2012
	3 December 2012

	ESA Contributory 
	Removes income-related rules and brings contributory ESA into line with UC on labour market requirements.
	(
	Dec 2012 (after the Chancellor's Autumn Statement)


	April 2013



	JSA Contributory 
	Removes income-related rules and brings JSA into line with UC on labour market requirements.
	(
	
	

	Payments on Account
	Short Term Advances are designed to replace Interim Payments and Social Fund Crisis Loans from April 2013 for all benefits. Budgeting Advances will replace Budgeting Loans for UC claimants. 
	(

	
	

	Recovery by Deduction from Earnings and Consequential Amendments 
	Enables benefit debts to be recovered by deduction from earnings by the SoS or a local authority administering HB (without going to the Courts).
	X
	Jan/Feb 2013
	

	Rent Officers Order
	To update the Rent Officer powers to reflect UC.
	X
	Feb 2013
	

	Local Authority Investigations Amendment 
	Allow the Secretary of State and Local Authorities to require information from people providing childcare (parallel to powers operated by HMRC) and extend the list of benefits LAs can investigate. 
	X
	March 2013
	


Personal Independence Payment
The public consultation exercise on the new draft PIP Assessment closed in April and the new assessment is being finalised. The second consultation exercise on Completing the Detailed Design closed on the 30th of June. The Government will respond to both consultation exercises (planned for publication later in the year).

	Regulations
	Will cover:
	Are they affirmative?
	Expect to lay before Parliament from:
	Implementation Date from:

	Personal Independence Payment
	Establish criteria for entitlement to PIP including new points-based assessment criteria and required period condition. Sets out other conditions including age exclusions, payability (hospitals, care homes and prisoners) and residence and presence.
	(
	Dec 2012 (after the Chancellor's Autumn Statement)
	April 2013



	PIP Transitionals
	Sets out specific rules around the claims process which will apply during the migration period from DLA to PIP
	X
	Feb/March 2013 - after the affirmative debates have taken place on PIP.
	

	PIP Consequentials 
	As above for UC - technical package that includes updating references in existing legislation.
	X
	
	

	Disability Living Allowance/

Attendance Allowance/

Carer's Allowance Amendment
	Changes to DLA/AA to align with PIP in certain aspects i.e. the rules about residence and presence in GB.
	X
	
	


Social Fund, Child Support and other Welfare Reform Act regulations
	Regulations
	Will cover:
	Are they affirmative?
	Expect to lay before Parliament from:
	Implementation Date from:

	Benefit Cap (HB) 
	Sets a new benefit cap for people of working age, operated initially via Housing Benefit (prior to the rollout of Universal Credit).
	(

	Laid 16 July
	April 2013

	Industrial Injuries
	Provide for the technical simplification of various Industrial Injuries Schemes.
	X
	Nov 2012
	Dec 2012

	Social Fund - Community Care Grant and Crisis Loan 
	To cater for the end of Community Care Grant and Crisis Loans and remove the post of Social Fund Commissioner.


	X
	Dec 2012
	April 2013 

(Social Fund Commissioner provision 1 Aug 2013).

	Regulated Social Fund
	Will update eligibility and claiming rules for Sure Start Maternity Grant, Funeral and Cold Weather Payments to reflect Universal Credit.
	X
	Jan 2013
	April 2013

	Social Security Loss of Benefit
	Sets out the reductions applied to means tested benefits and changes to the hardship regime for fraud cases. Also sets out the 'serious fraud' offences which attract an immediate 3 year loss of benefit.
	(

	Jan 2013
	April 2013

	Social Security Overpayment and Recovery 
	Provides for the recovery of certain benefit payments from April 2013.
	X
	Feb 2013
	April 2013

	Child Support Charging and Case Closure
	Will take forward the introduction of charges for application, collection and enforcement of new scheme Child Maintenance cases and initiate phased closure of current CSA cases.
	(

	Consultation currently ongoing - closes 26th Oct
	TBC 2013

	Discretionary Housing Payments
	This amendment to the Discretionary Financial Assistance Regs which will remove reference to Council Tax Benefit and insert Universal Credit and Pension Credit. 


	X
	Feb 2013
	April 2013

	Council Tax Benefit Abolition
	Commencement of powers to abolish Council Tax Benefit, contained in the Welfare Reform Bill
	X
	Nov/Dec 2012
	April 2013

	Data Sharing Regulations
	Will enable DWP data to be supplied to Local Authorities for Council Tax Reduction Scheme purposes.
	X
	Nov 2012
	January 2013

	Size Criteria
	From April 2013 local housing allowance size criteria for private rented sector (PRS) will be applied to the social rented sector (SRS) for all those of working age. This instrument will introduce Size Criteria into Housing Benefit for those in the social rented sector (SRS), which is accommodation let by a local authority, registered housing association or other registered provider. The size criteria will be used to decide the extent to which the claimant under-occupies their home so that an appropriate percentage reduction can be made through Housing Benefit. 


	
	 July 2012
Currently subject to debate
	April 2013


