
Homes for the Ox-Cam Arc
Housing associations creating great 
places and supporting growth

Grand Union Housing Group’s Quaker Way development in Moulton, Northamptonshire 



1. Source: NHF analysis of the Statistical Data Return (2018) https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/statistical-data-return-statistical-releases
2. Source: Partnering for Prosperity: a new deal for the Cambridge-Milton Keynes-Oxford Arc, National Infrastructure Commission, 2017, Household projections for England 

and local authority districts (2016). Available from: https://www.gov.uk/government/statistical-data-sets/live-tables-on-household-projections

Why the Arc needs more new 
homes 
The Oxford-Cambridge Arc 
is an area of flourishing 
innovation and technology. 
It already makes a huge 
contribution to the local and 
national economy. The Arc 
has the potential to grow 
significantly but it needs many 
more new homes, including 
enough affordable homes, to 
support that growth. 

Housing associations are 
ideally placed to provide the 
new homes needed across 
the Arc, already housing an 
estimated one in every eight 
people in the region.

Housing associations  
own and manage

192,960
homes across the  
Oxford-Cambridge Arc.1

Housing associations 
house an estimated

1 in 8
people in the Arc.



Housing associations  
have a vision to provide 
quality, affordable homes  
for all. They are driven 
by social purpose, with 
all surpluses reinvested 
into new homes and 
communities.

By building new, affordable 
homes, housing associations:
• invest long-term in people 

and places 
• meet the housing needs of 

different communities
• play a leading role in 

placemaking.

How housing associations invest 
in communities 

3. GVA generated through the management of existing homes. Source: NHF Local Economic Impact Calculator.

Every year, housing 
associations add 

£632m 
to the Ox-Cam economy. 

Housing associations 
match every £1 of public 
funding with up to £6  
of their own investment.
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9,270
full-time jobs.3

Supporting



Homes for the Ox-Cam Arc 
Homes for the Ox-Cam Arc is an initiative  
led by a group of housing associations who 
want to play an integral role in ensuring the 
area continues to thrive.

We can do this by partnering with each other 
and with national and local government, 
landowners, businesses and communities.

Homes for the Ox-Cam Arc wants to work 
with partners across the region to ensure 
the Arc is a great place to live with enough 
new and affordable homes to meet all the 
needs of current and future residents.

In the Arc in 
2018/19, housing 
associations 
completed  
4,872 homes. 

Housing  
associations have plans 

in place to deliver 

14,700 
new homes in the  

Arc over the next three 
years, and an ambition 

to deliver

68,800 
by 2030.5

4. Source: NHF supply survey 2019, NHF Local Economic Impact Calculator.
5. Source: NHF survey of 20 housing associations operating in the Arc.

Adding

£289m 
to the regional economy.4



How we can deliver affordable 
homes for the Arc
By working in partnership, housing associations can deliver the new and affordable  
homes needed across the Arc. We can:

• work with each other and local authorities, 
as well as developers and volume 
housebuilders

• support community land trusts and other 
forms of community-led development

• build homes with a range of tenures to 
meet housing need and accelerate delivery

• use our patient capital to assemble land 
for long-term development programmes

• leverage significant private finance
• innovate in terms of delivery vehicles and 

construction methods.



Investing in communities

6. Housing Association Charitable Trust – see https://www.hact.org.uk/social-value-bank The HACT social impact tool provides a basic assessment of social impact, 
evidence of value for money, and compares the impact of different programmes/ Cost-Benefit Analysis.

The Clockhouse Project, part of the Leys Housing Consortium, runs a 
range of activities including yoga, an arts and crafts group, and a choir.

The Leys Housing Consortium was 
established in 1992 by three housing 
associations, A2Dominion, Catalyst 
Housing and GreenSquare Group, 
who developed 1,500 mixed-tenure 
homes with Oxford City Council. 

During 2017/18 the Consortium actively 
supported fourteen community investment 
projects in Oxford, with multiple partners, 
achieving a HACT6 social value of 

£2,178,879 



Working in partnership to deliver 
homes

GreenSquare Group’s development of affordable rent and shared ownership properties  
in Northway, Oxford. Image supplied by Feltham Construction.

This community project 
was driven by a partnership 
approach from inception 
to completion. Oxford City 
Council, as landowners, 
supported GreenSquare 

Group throughout the 
design and build process, 
and early consultation with 
the community resulted in 
a number of changes that 
enhanced the final design.

The development  
was nominated for a 

RIBA award



The National Housing 
Federation is the voice of 
housing associations in 
England. Our vision is a 
country where everyone can 
live in a good quality home 
they can afford.

Our members provide more 
than two and a half million 
homes for around six million 
people. And each year they 
invest in a diverse range of 
neighbourhood projects that 
help create strong, vibrant 
communities.

National Housing Federation
Lion Court 
25 Procter Street
London WC1V 6NY


