
Solving the housing crisis 
Housing associations are united by a single purpose – to 
ensure everyone can live in a good quality home that they 
can afford. 

Last year we built 26% of new homes in England and our 
ambition is to deliver 120,000 homes a year by 2033. In 
Yorkshire and Humber, housing associations built just 
over 1,800 new affordable homes, including homes for 
social rent, and started nearly 2,500 more in 2016-2017. 
These are homes for rent and affordable home ownership, 
for young and older people, families and first-time 
buyers, as well as supported and specialist housing for 
the most vulnerable people.

Recent changes in Government policy will help us deliver 
even more. An extra £2bn investment included a specific 
commitment to allow new homes to be built for social rent 
– the first time such funding has been available since 2010. 

Certainty over future rents and recognition for supported 
and sheltered housing are steps in the right direction. The 
Government must now deliver the final part of the jigsaw: 
the long-term supply of affordable land. Only then will 
the right amount of homes, of the right kind, in the right 
places, be built to meet changing housing needs.

If you share our sense of purpose and ambition, let’s work 
together to end the housing crisis. 

The housing crisis in 
Yorkshire and Humber 
There is an acute housing crisis in Yorkshire and Humber 
which is wide and varied. An undersupply of new homes has 
led to spiralling costs of buying, and rents across the region 
are often too high. 

This report provides local data on the housing market in 
Yorkshire and Humber and highlights that: 

• While overall house prices are lower than the national 
average at £181,740, homes still cost more than seven 
times average incomes in the region. 

• In some high-value rural areas and semi-rural towns 
like Harrogate and Hambleton, the affordability gap is 
substantial – average house prices are over 11 times 
typical earnings in Harrogate. 

• Rents across the region are increasingly unaffordable: 
in York, where earnings are below the national average 
at £26,666, the average private rent is above the 
national average at £866.   

• In other areas, high unemployment and low wages still 
make affordability a big issue. In Scarborough, despite 
average house prices being £122,100 lower than the 
national average, local wages mean homes cost nearly 
eight times typical incomes. 

• Between 2012 and 2016, nearly 36,000 too few homes 
were built. There is a particular shortage in growing 
cities such as Sheffield and Leeds. Contact
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 England £288,898 £852 £28,444 10.2 £66,034 24% 4.8% 482,905 200,145 248,747  2,672,026 

 Yorkshire and Humber £181,740 £573 £24,944 7.3 £41,540 17% 4.9% 35,969 26,082 19,436  201,146 

East Riding of Yorkshire UA £191,508 £534 £26,172 7.3 £43,773 13% 3.7% 2,541 1,406 1,834  2,802 

Kingston upon Hull UA £120,320 £434 £20,764 5.8 £27,502 14% 7.1% 19 1,565 278  9,039 

North East Lincolnshire UA £135,661 £456 £23,525 5.8 £31,008 11% 5.8% n/a 1,385 323  10,443 

North Lincolnshire UA £148,326 £483 £24,898 6.0 £33,903 9% 5.0% 1,238 875 386  11,391 

York UA £263,262 £866 £26,666 9.9 £60,174 24% 3.0% 2,612 85 365  5,364 

North Yorkshire £244,690 £655 £26,130 9.4 £55,929 20% 2.9% 1,027 3,196 7,970  24,121 

  Craven £234,225 £584 £24,076 9.7 £53,537 17% 3.0% 251 333 777  2,534 

  Hambleton £260,409 £628 £26,042 10.0 £59,522 21% 3.1% n/a 361 464  5,610 

  Harrogate £330,182 £835 £29,349 11.3 £75,470 24% 3.3% 1,373 806 708  3,018 

  Richmondshire £225,818 £587 £25,412 8.9 £51,615 20% 3.4% n/a 316 1,014  925 

  Ryedale £242,596 £607 £23,785 10.2 £55,450 18% 3.5% n/a 218 805  3,229 

  Scarborough £166,762 £495 £21,258 7.8 £38,117 18% 3.5% n/a 775 4,059  6,950 

  Selby £212,627 £582 £28,782 7.4 £48,601 16% 3.8% 303 387 143  1,855 

South Yorkshire MC £156,890 £528 £24,222 6.5 £35,861 16% 7.0% 6,519 6,015 2,049  31,326 

  Barnsley £134,323 £465 £24,367 5.5 £30,702 13% 5.1% 156 1,288 59  4,039 

  Doncaster £145,562 £486 £23,499 6.2 £33,271 15% 6.1% n/a 1,614 492  4,065 

  Rotherham £150,946 £497 £23,114 6.5 £34,502 16% 6.0% n/a 1,118 487  4,969 

  Sheffield £177,538 £596 £24,991 7.1 £40,580 17% 5.6% 6,601 1,995 1,011  18,253 

West Yorkshire MC £175,684 £565 £25,277 7.0 £40,156 20% 6.7% 22,094 11,555 6,231  106,660 

  Bradford £163,193 £517 £24,045 6.8 £37,301 21% 6.1% 6,523 3,944 2,018  32,249 

  Calderdale £160,947 £514 £25,126 6.4 £36,788 18% 3.6% 2,899 1,439 501  14,317 

  Kirklees £164,741 £516 £24,502 6.7 £37,655 20% 5.1% 5,520 1,932 871  6,122 

  Leeds £199,192 £709 £26,972 7.4 £45,530 21% 4.4% 7,674 2,574 2,197  18,138 

  Wakefield £159,757 £521 £23,873 6.7 £36,516 17% 5.1% n/a 1,666 644  35,834 

1. Office for National Statistics (ONS), small area statistics

2. Valuation Office Agency

3. ONS, Annual Survey of Hours and Earnings

4.  ONS, small area statistics and Annual Survey of Hours and Earnings

5.  ONS, small area statistics and National Housing Federation own 
analysis

6. Department for Work and Pensions, Stat Xplore

7. ONS, NOMIS model based estimates

8.  Town and Country Planning Association household projections; 
Ministry for Housing Communities and Local Government (MHCLG) 
table 253 and Federation own analysis

9. MHCLG, table 615

10. MHCLG, Council Tax base

11. Homes England, Statistical Data Return 2017

n/a: not available


