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Key Statistics Briefing: 

How many homes do we need? 

 

 

 

 

Summary of key points: 

 

 It is estimated that we need an additional 222,000 homes every year from 2011 to 2031 

 

  



  

Contact name: Tristan Carlyon                                 Lion Court 

Job title: Senior Analyst                                    25 Procter Street 

Direct line: 020 7067 1128                                   London WC1V 6NY 

Email: tristan.carlyon@housing.org.uk                                                                        info@housing.org.uk 

Reference: KSB4                                      www.housing.org.uk 

    
                                              

 

1. Where does this figure come from? 

The Town and Country Planning Association (TCPA) has updated the estimate of housing 

requirements in England which were previously carried out by the late Alan Holmans.1 This 

estimate is based on DCLG household formation projections. 

2. What are the regional figures? 

The regional and national figures are as follows: 

Region Homes needed per annum, 

2011-2031 

North East 6,000 

North West 20,000 

Yorkshire & Humber 17,000 

East Midlands 17,000 

West Midlands 19,000 

East 27,000 

London 56,000 

South East 39,000 

South West 21,000 

England 222,000 

 

Note that the figures above are for all homes; there is currently no figure for how many of these 

should be classed as “affordable”. 

3. Why is this lower than the previous figure? 

This figure is based on trends in household formation amongst different groups over the last 

few years. In this respect it is an amplification of those trends. Household formation rates have 

been falling amongst younger age groups, partly due to the under-supply of housing in which 

those new households can form. So in effect the lower level of these new estimates is in part a 

result of the failure to meet housing need over recent years. 

                                                      
1 TCPA, Tomorrow Series Paper 17: New Estimates of Housing Requirements in England, 2012-2037 

http://www.tcpa.org.uk/data/files/Housing_Req-Final.pdf
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4. Do we have local level figures? 

Yes. We have produced these by looking at DCLG’s local level household projections and 

weighting the TCPA’s regional figures to reflect the proportions of growth attributable to each 

local authority area within each region. These are available from the Research Team upon 

request. 


