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National Housing Federation Funding of Supported Housing Task & Finish Group  
Notes from third meeting 20 June 2016 

The aims of the third meeting of the task and finish group were to: 
• deliver an overview of responses to our consultation  
• present and discuss emerging proposals on funding for supported and sheltered housing 
• discuss our approach to influence and support. 

 
Alistair Smyth, Head of Policy, opened with an overview of our goals and aims for the future funding of 
supported and sheltered housing. He outlined that conversations with ministers, Treasury, DCLG etc. are 
ongoing, and that the Government’s ‘direction of travel’ announcement was expected in the summer. 

Sue Ramsden, Policy Leader, discussed the findings from the Federation’s consultation. We received 127 
responses from across the sector. Key points of feedback were: 

• need for clarity on support costs and housing costs to unlock development 
• need for long term certainty around housing costs 
• concerns about any additional funding being routed via local authorities. 

Jenny Allen, Policy Leader, took the group through the Federation’s emerging proposals. There are 
concerns around any routing of funding via local authorities hence the Federation’s focus on the benefit 
system for meeting housing costs. The role of any potential regulator was discussed and how far this role 
might extend. The group also discussed how this might apply to short term transitional services and 
sheltered housing. 

Gabrielle Wain, Public Affairs Manager, updated on influencing strategy. The Starts at Home campaign will 
launch shortly and we are bringing together stakeholders to discuss this. We are also continuing to speak 
to MPs and government departments. 

It was agreed that it would be helpful for the group to meet again following any announcement from the 
Government. 
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