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National Housing Federation Funding of Supported Housing Task and Finish Group 
Notes from second meeting 4 May 2016 
 
This aims of the second meeting of the task and finish group were to: 

• help members understand the Government’s agenda and the implications for the 
sector 

• develop our thinking on spending control and value for money 
• test our approach to member consultation 
• build support for the upcoming campaign. 

 
Alistair Smyth, Head of Policy, opened the meeting giving a presentation on our activity to 
date and our approach. He also outlined what more we have learned about the 
Government’s drivers from the various meetings we have had. 
 
The group split into four groups to discuss issues around funding controls and what would be 
needed for supported housing to survive and thrive within an environment with various 
different constraints on benefit spend. This included considering what would be needed 
inside the sector, within the benefit system, and within the wider funding environment. This 
conversation was framed around a number of different potential approaches however it was 
emphasised that at this stage we do not have enough information about the Government’s 
intentions to be able to focus in or prioritise which approaches might be most appropriate. 
The issue of control over benefit spend will be a significant focus of our member consultation 
events. 
 
Between meetings a sub-group conversation took place to explore whether a wholly 
localised funding mechanism was appropriate for short term transitional services. This was 
in response to a suggestion from a member of the Task and Finish Group. The key points 
from this conversation were fed back to the group and a short discussion ensued. One of our 
consultation sessions will be a roundtable event on homelessness where this can be 
discussed further. It will also be considered at a later stage in the process following our 
member consultation sessions when we begin to think about specific models. 
 
The group split into four groups to briefly discuss value for money and what a sector-led 
approach to deliver assurance on value for money might look like. It was noted that the 
Federation’s research team will be seeking information on costings from some members to 
help us understand this better. The issue of value for money will be a significant area of 
focus for our member consultation events. 
 
From mid-May to mid-June a number of member consultation sessions are being held plus 
four focused roundtable events done jointly with key partners. A copy of our draft member 
consultation document had been circulated and members were invited to feedback on the 
contents. 
 
The Federation’s Campaigns Manager, John Pierce, joined the meeting and gave an 
overview of our plans to build awareness of and appreciation for supported housing. The 
campaign will be co-designed with our members and is intended to provide tools through 
which providers can tell their own stories. Two member communications workshops are 
planned for May and more information on the campaign will be shared with members over 
the coming weeks. 

 


