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Minister: Rev Simon J Carver, MA, BSc, - 01727 854041 
Assistant Minister: Rev. Jonny Fillis  
  

Church Secretary: Chris Penn—01727 864116 
  

Finance Deacon: Trevor Oakley—01727 752732 
  

Property: Ray Saunders – 01727 830260 
  

Site Manager and Caretaker: David Hobbs – 01727 760623 

Cross Street: 01727 846891  
  

Charity Registration Number: 1127791 

NOVEMBER THEMES 

  10.30am 6.30pm 

November 5th 

 
What lies beneath? 
Matthew 23:1-12 

Communion 
 

Why, my soul, are you down-
cast? 

Psalm 43 

November 12th 

 
Give me oil in my lamp 

Matthew 25:1-13 
Remembrance Sunday 

 

Fleeing from a lion 
Amos 5:18-24 

November 19th 
 

Bags of Gold 
Matthew 25:14-30 

 

Megan Thompson 
Communion 

November 26th 
 

Fat and Thin Sheep 
Ezekiel 34:11-16,20-24 

 

Family Film 
Pete’s Dragon 

NB 3.00pm 
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Dear Friends 
 
Is it really over two months since Bex, 
Josh and I moved here? That is hard to 
believe. It really has been a whirlwind of 
new names and faces, new routines, new 
jobs, new parks, new playschool, new 
hospitals. Don’t panic the hospital visits 
have all been positive, for in case you 
haven’t heard, we are delighted to let you 
know that we are expecting our second 
child – due for arrival April 2018.  
 
There is something exhilarating about new beginnings. The 
world feels full of possibility and hope. We can make a fresh 
start, do what we always wanted to do, be who we always want-
ed to be. I hope you have felt some of that excitement as a 
church as well, as you have thought about what we might be 
able to bring to you. What new thing we might be able to part-
ner in, what we might be able to do different, what has God got 
in store for us. The nights are drawing in and our thoughts will 
soon turn to Christmas and a baby in the manger and it is good 
to remember we believe in a God who comes and makes all 
things new. I wonder what new thing he is doing in St Alban’s? 
Though before we arrive in Bethlehem we must remember. We 
remember God doesn’t simply discard the old but rather builds 
on it and transforms it. I am well aware as I start my new posi-
tion here at Dagnall Street that I am building on the work of 
many faithful servants who have all played their role over these 
past 377 years. Just as we remember that Christ built on all the 
work and hopes and dreams that emerged from the long history 
of Israel and their God. This reminder is always brought home 
to me each November as our thoughts turn to Remembrance, 
and those who gave their lives fighting for the freedoms we en-
joy today. We will of course have a service on Sunday 12th No-
vember and you are all invited to join us and remember those 
who have gone before us. 
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We are so pleased to be here amongst you. We thank you for all 
those who have made us feel welcome and we look forward to get-
ting to know you all more deeply over the coming months. I pray 
that as we do you will help me to understand the ‘old’ of Dagnall 
Street and St Alban’s, so that we might fully see and join in with 
how God is making it all new!   
  
God Bless 

 

 
  

Harvest 
 

At the end of September we celebrated Harvest.   The flowers 
and produce made a very colourful display in the Church.   
Also much interest was shown in the knitted items made for 
the charity Knit for Peace . 
 
Thank you for all the gifts and flowers we received.   These 
were much appreciated by the friends of the Church to whom 
they were distributed.    
  
Thanks also to those who decorated the Church on Saturday, 
and those who helped clear up and deliver the gifts on Mon-
day. 
 
Sandra 
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GOD AND THE SPIDER 
 

During World War ll, a US marine 
was separated from his unit.  The 
fighting Hs been intense, and in the 
smoke and the crossfire he had lost 
touch with his comrades.  Alone in 
the hills, he could hear enemy sol-
diers coming in his direction.  
Scrambling for cover, he found his 
way up a high ridge to several small 
caves in the rock.  Quickly he 

crawled inside one of the caves.  Although safe for the mo-
ment, he realised that once the enemy soldiers looking for 
him swept up the ridge, they would quickly search all the 
caves and he would be killed.  As he waited, he prayed, 
“Lord, if it be your will, please protect me.  Whatever your 
will though, I love you and trust you.  Amen.”  After pray-
ing, he lay quietly listening to he enemy begin to draw 
close.  He thought, “Well, I guess the Lord isn’t going to 
help me out of this one..”  Then he saw a spider begin to 
build a web over the front of his cave.  As he watched, lis-
tening to the enemy searching for him all the while, the 
spider layered strand after strand of web across the open-
ing of the cave.  “Ha”, he thought.  “What I need is a brick 
wall and what the Lord has sent me is a spider web.  God 
does have a sense of humour.”  As the enemy drew closer 
he watched from the darkness of his hideout and could 
see them searching one cave to another. To his amaze-
ment, however, after glancing in the direction of the cave, 
they moved on.  Suddenly he realised that with the spider 
web over the entrance, his cave looked as if no one had 
entered for quite a while.  “Lord, forgive me,” prayed the 
young man.  “I had forgotten that in you a spider’s web is 
stronger than a brick wall”.  We all face times of great trou-
ble.  When we do, it is so easy to forget the victories that 
God would work in our lives, sometimes in the most sur 
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prising ways.  As the great leader, Nehemiah, reminded the peo-
ple of Israel when they faced the task of rebuilding Jerusalem, 
Remember:  Whatever is happening in your life, with God, a mere 
spider’s web can become a brick wall of protection.  Believe He is 
with you always.  Just speak His name through Jesus His son, 
and you will see His great power and love in your life. 
  
Anon 
 
Sent in by Elizabeth one of our Cross Street regulars 

Sandra and John would like to thank all friends for the cards and 
good wishes we received following Sandra`s operation.   I`m 
pleased to say I am making good progress, and should be back 
to normal very shortly (whatever normal is !!) 
 
With love        

Sandra and John 
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Pastor’s News 
 

A brief update on a number of items that might be of interest to the 
congregation and the wider readership of the magazine. 
 
Bible Studies – He is coming … 
In our Bible studies this month we will be looking at 
some of the themes of Advent. There is a choice of 
two meetings – 10.30am in Cross Street, or 
8.00pm at the Manse. Both these meetings will be on Tuesday 
14th September. Anyone is welcome to come to either.  
 
Church Meetings 

Our next church members’ meetings will take place 
in the Cross Street Centre on Tuesdays 7th No-
vember and 5th December at 7.45pm. If you are 
a member of Dagnall Street Baptist Church, please 
try to attend. The main items at the November 
meeting we will be the election of deacons and 
news about the associate minister role. At the De-

cember meeting we will be confirming the church budget for 2018. 
 
Walking Football 
There are now three ministers – two Methodists and me – attending 
the walking football at the Harvesters Football Club in Sandpit 
Lane. We’re not the best players on view, but we’re definitely not 
the worst either! If you would like to join us, this month’s sessions 
are on Thursday 2nd, 16th and 23rd from 10.30am-11.30am. 
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Another piece this month from our Creative Writing group.  
The inspiration for this story came from picking a postcard 
out of a random selection .  The author wishes to remain 
anonymous! 

 
 

The Abbot 
  

he Father Abbot stood in the vast, gloomy cathedral, silent now 
after the service, but still bearing the faint lingering fragrance of 
incense.  The silence was oppressive.  He gazed up at the lofty 
statue of the Madonna and Child high above him.  I have her 
blessing he said silently to himself. 
  
A hooded figure emerged from the doorway and moved silently 
towards the abbot.  “What is your business here?” inquired the   
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Abbot.  “I have come to give you a blessing, my Lord Abbot” 
said the figure.  “I am not in need of one,” replied the Abbot, “I 
am the Abbot here, who is the giver of blessings to my flock, 
and I do not need to receive blessings from you.  I ask you to 
leave this holy place.” 
  
“I have received guidance from on high, my Lord Abbot,” the 
dark hooded figure replied, “it is vital you receive a blessing 
before the hand of Satan comes upon you.”  “Begone, child of 
the devil, I will have nothing to do with you.”  the Abbot said.  
  
At that moment, there was a huge chord on the cathedral or-
gan, loud explosions followed as cracks appeared in the main 
columns, chunks of masonry began to fall and the cathedral’s 
pride and joy, the edifice that people came from miles to see, 
the massive statue of the Madonna and Child, fell on the Ab-
bot, crushing the life out of his mutilated body, instantly. 
  
“Told you.  Told you you needed a blessing.” said the hooded 
figure as he scuttled away. 
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Family Film 
 

26th November 3.00pm 

Advent 2017 begins a little later this year, on the 
first Sunday in December. However, once again, 
on the last Sunday afternoon of November, we will 
be showing another family film. 
 
Pete’s Dragon tells the story of a boy whose 
friends just happens to be a dragon and it ex-
plores themes of faith, family and trust. The film 
was released last year and stars Bryce Dallas 
Howard and Robert Redford. 
 
The film was well-received by critics and viewers 
young and old when it was released and whether 
or not you have children in your family, come 
along, you’ll enjoy it! 

11 

November 2017 

 

 

Family Film 
 

26th November 3.00pm 

Advent 2017 begins a little later this year, on the 
first Sunday in December. However, once again, 
on the last Sunday afternoon of November, we will 
be showing another family film. 
 
Pete’s Dragon tells the story of a boy whose 
friends just happens to be a dragon and it ex-
plores themes of faith, family and trust. The film 
was released last year and stars Bryce Dallas 
Howard and Robert Redford. 
 
The film was well-received by critics and viewers 
young and old when it was released and whether 
or not you have children in your family, come 
along, you’ll enjoy it! 

11 

November 2017 

 

 

Family Film 
 

26th November 3.00pm 

Advent 2017 begins a little later this year, on the 
first Sunday in December. However, once again, 
on the last Sunday afternoon of November, we will 
be showing another family film. 
 
Pete’s Dragon tells the story of a boy whose 
friends just happens to be a dragon and it ex-
plores themes of faith, family and trust. The film 
was released last year and stars Bryce Dallas 
Howard and Robert Redford. 
 
The film was well-received by critics and viewers 
young and old when it was released and whether 
or not you have children in your family, come 
along, you’ll enjoy it! 

11 

November 2017 

 

 

Family Film 
 

26th November 3.00pm 

Advent 2017 begins a little later this year, on the 
first Sunday in December. However, once again, 
on the last Sunday afternoon of November, we will 
be showing another family film. 
 
Pete’s Dragon tells the story of a boy whose 
friends just happens to be a dragon and it ex-
plores themes of faith, family and trust. The film 
was released last year and stars Bryce Dallas 
Howard and Robert Redford. 
 
The film was well-received by critics and viewers 
young and old when it was released and whether 
or not you have children in your family, come 
along, you’ll enjoy it! 



Dagnall  Street  Baptist  Church  and  Cross  Street  Centre  Magazine  

12 

 

 

  
 
 
 

Spurgeons Children's Charity 
(formerly Spurgeons Child Care) 

 
On Tuesday 10th October Elizabeth and I attended a Parliamen-
tary Reception at the House of Lords as part of the celebrations 
to mark the 150th Anniversary of the Founding of the Charity in 
1867. This was an important occasion to celebrate the life and 
work of the Founder, a Baptist Minister - Charles Haddon 
Spurgeon. 
 
Between us Elizabeth, both as a worker in the Homes in Birch-
ington and as a member of the Ladies Committe, and I, as a 
trustee, were involved in the work for just over 40 years. It was 
an occasion that brought back many memories and it was good 
to meet up with some of those who were involved in the times 
we were there. 
 
Dagnall Street also has had a long history of supporting the 
work in prayer and financially. We lost count of the numerous 
Christmas Toy Services that took place here.  
 
The course of the work has most certainly changed over these 
last 150 years but the need of the support and services provid-
ed is as great now as it was when Charles Spurgeon set out to 
tackle the poverty and social injustice he witnessed in Victorian 
England. 
 
Full details of the range of services provided today can be 
found at https://www.spurgeons.org. 
 
Bill and Elizabeth Allen 

Dagnall  Street  Baptist  Church  and  Cross  Street  Centre  Magazine  

12 

 

 

  
 
 
 

Spurgeons Children's Charity 
(formerly Spurgeons Child Care) 

 
On Tuesday 10th October Elizabeth and I attended a Parliamen-
tary Reception at the House of Lords as part of the celebrations 
to mark the 150th Anniversary of the Founding of the Charity in 
1867. This was an important occasion to celebrate the life and 
work of the Founder, a Baptist Minister - Charles Haddon 
Spurgeon. 
 
Between us Elizabeth, both as a worker in the Homes in Birch-
ington and as a member of the Ladies Committe, and I, as a 
trustee, were involved in the work for just over 40 years. It was 
an occasion that brought back many memories and it was good 
to meet up with some of those who were involved in the times 
we were there. 
 
Dagnall Street also has had a long history of supporting the 
work in prayer and financially. We lost count of the numerous 
Christmas Toy Services that took place here.  
 
The course of the work has most certainly changed over these 
last 150 years but the need of the support and services provid-
ed is as great now as it was when Charles Spurgeon set out to 
tackle the poverty and social injustice he witnessed in Victorian 
England. 
 
Full details of the range of services provided today can be 
found at https://www.spurgeons.org. 
 
Bill and Elizabeth Allen 



13 

November 2017 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DOVER BEACH 
 

The sea is calm tonight. 
The tide is full, the moon lies fair 

Upon the straits; on the French coast the light 
Gleams and is gone; the cliffs of England stand, 

Glimmering and vast, out in the tranquil bay. 
Come to the window, sweet is the night air! 

Only, from the long line of spray 
Where the sea meets the moon-blanched land, 

Listen! you hear the grating roar 
Of pebbles which the waves draw back, and fling, 

At their return, up the high strand, 
Begin, and cease, and then again begin, 
With tremulous cadence slow and bring 

The eternal note of sadness in. 
 

Sophocles long ago 
Heard it on the Aegean, and it brought 
Into his mind the turbid ebb and flow 

Of human misery; we 
Find also in the sound a thought, 

Hearing it by this distant northern sea. 
 

Cont.. 
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The Sea of Faith 
Was once, too, at the full, and round earth’s shore 

Lay like the folds of a bright girdle furled. 
But now I only hear 

Its melancholy, long, withdrawing roar, 
Retreating, to the breath 

Of the night-wind, down the vast edges drear 
And naked shingles of the world. 

 
Ah, love, let us be true 

To one another! for the world, which seems 
To lie before us like a land of dreams, 

So various, so beautiful, so new, 
Hath really neither joy, nor love, nor light, 

Not certitude, nor peace, nor help for pain; 
And we are here as on a darkling plain 

Swept with confused alarms of struggle and flight, 
Where ignorant armies clash by night. 

 
Matthew Arnold 

Dad and I have appreciated the many 
sympathy cards and messages we 
have received since Mum (Jo) passed 
away. 
 
Family and friends donated £600 fol-
lowing the Service of Thanksgiving.  
We were amazed at everyone’s gener-
osity.  Thank you. 
 
Mum was very keen on the work of the 

BMS World Mission and we have asked for the money to be 
give to the ‘Wonderfully Made’ appeal. 
 
Geoff and Alison Ashmore 
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Mission News 
 

This year our mission budget was £26.3K, of which 66% goes 
to Baptist Union Home Mission and BMS World Mission.  We 
also regularly support  other organisations, both local and fur-
ther a-field, through our ‘Planned Mission Giving’.  Grants, total-
ing £6K, were dispatched recently, and I can now share news 
from some of this year’s beneficiaries: 
 
Manipur Trust:  Kai and Muriel send sincere thanks and are 
encouraged by your continued support, interest and prayers. 
The donation will go towards building the new primary school.  
(Don’t forget the next ‘Manipur Coffee Morning’ after church on 
19th November.) 
 
Unlock were delighted to receive our donation and sincerely 
thank us for our interest in their work.  The money helps to de-
velop projects in Sunderland, Hull, Sheffield and Newcastle, as 
well as starting projects in other cities, e.g. Hastings, Birming-
ham and Morecambe.  (Don’t forget to book next year’s annual 
Unlock London sponsored walk - Saturday April 28th 2018.) 
St Albans District Credit Union:  Colin Metcalfe, Chairman, 
thanks us for the recent donation which he says will be put to 
good use in supporting their work in the local community. 
 
Bereavement Matters:  St Albans & District Bereavement Net-
work chair, Rt Rev’d John Gladwin, explains that whilst they 
face a difficult financial future support like ours is much appreci-
ated and helps ensure the work in the community continues.  
They currently offer special grief and bereavement support to 
children, young people, families and adults within the district. 
 
Bible Society:  Andy Bissex, Head of community Giving, writes 
to thank us for standing with them as a valued mission partner, 
our donation will help offer the Bible to people everywhere.  
One of their current projects, “Open the Book,” impacts children 
weekly, in more than 2,400 schools across England.  Volun
                          

15 

November 2017 

 

 

Mission News 
 

This year our mission budget was £26.3K, of which 66% goes 
to Baptist Union Home Mission and BMS World Mission.  We 
also regularly support  other organisations, both local and fur-
ther a-field, through our ‘Planned Mission Giving’.  Grants, total-
ing £6K, were dispatched recently, and I can now share news 
from some of this year’s beneficiaries: 
 
Manipur Trust:  Kai and Muriel send sincere thanks and are 
encouraged by your continued support, interest and prayers. 
The donation will go towards building the new primary school.  
(Don’t forget the next ‘Manipur Coffee Morning’ after church on 
19th November.) 
 
Unlock were delighted to receive our donation and sincerely 
thank us for our interest in their work.  The money helps to de-
velop projects in Sunderland, Hull, Sheffield and Newcastle, as 
well as starting projects in other cities, e.g. Hastings, Birming-
ham and Morecambe.  (Don’t forget to book next year’s annual 
Unlock London sponsored walk - Saturday April 28th 2018.) 
St Albans District Credit Union:  Colin Metcalfe, Chairman, 
thanks us for the recent donation which he says will be put to 
good use in supporting their work in the local community. 
 
Bereavement Matters:  St Albans & District Bereavement Net-
work chair, Rt Rev’d John Gladwin, explains that whilst they 
face a difficult financial future support like ours is much appreci-
ated and helps ensure the work in the community continues.  
They currently offer special grief and bereavement support to 
children, young people, families and adults within the district. 
 
Bible Society:  Andy Bissex, Head of community Giving, writes 
to thank us for standing with them as a valued mission partner, 
our donation will help offer the Bible to people everywhere.  
One of their current projects, “Open the Book,” impacts children 
weekly, in more than 2,400 schools across England.  Volun
                          



Dagnall  Street  Baptist  Church  and  Cross  Street  Centre  Magazine  

16 

 

 

teers from local churches dress up, act out and retell bible sto-
ries. 
  
Central Baptist Association:  We provide small grants both to 
CBA’s annual home mission appeal and to the ‘confidential fund’.  
Regional Minister Rev’d Geoff Colmer writes to thank us, saying 
that the church’s ongoing support and prayers are appreciated 
greatly.  He hopes we will continue to know God’s blessing as we 
move together into our Autumn programme. 
 
Knit for Peace:  thank us for our donation which they say means 
the world to them.  Knit for Peace UK, an initiative of the Charities 
Advisory Trust, grew out of projects in Rwanda and India, which 
brought women of traditionally hostile communities together, to 
knit clothes for street children and orphans.  Knitters in the UK 
then came on board, and there are now some 15,000, supplying 
over 200 outlets, including hospitals, women’s refuges, refugee 
drop-in centres, prisons community groups and hospices, as well 
as developing countries.  Our thanks go to Judy Pendal who co-
ordinates the DSBC Knit for Peace Group who meet in the centre 
on the 3rd Tuesday of each month. 
 
Step:  St Albans and Harpenden Christian Education Project Di-
rector Chris Birch-Evans writes to thank us for our donation and 
also for our generosity, prayers and support.  He tells of the re-
cent exciting decision to recruit another Schools’ Coordinator, 
and asks us to support her, and all the others who go into 
schools, through prayer and praise.  He says, “they really are the 
hands and feet of God in those places.”  See:  
www.stepschoolswork.org.uk 
  
The Living Room:  Mark Wiseman, fundraising and marketing 
manager, thanks us for our very generous donation and explains 
that our support equates to work with a group of 20 people for a 
week and makes an enormous difference to their chances of 
achieving abstinent recovery. 
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Centre 33:  Dr Melanie O’Neill, treasurer, thanks us all at DSBC 
for the donation, saying that it has enabled the kitchen update 
work to be completed. The Spicer Street Centre, provides hot 
meals and a warm welcome to people in our city who are home-
less or otherwise disadvantaged. 
  
Barnabas Fund:  Jeremy Frith, Chief Operating Officer, thanks 
us for the gift which will help Christians who are suffering for 
their faith.  He asks us to pray for the East Africa food crisis 
which the media rarely mention.  Their Project Joseph works 
through local churches to provide food, mainly to South Suda-
nese Christians who have fled the famine to seek help in Ugan-
da. 
  
Open Door:  provides accommodation for homeless people in 
St Albans.  Lindsey McLeod, treasurer, thanks us and is grateful 
for our continued support.  The donation will help to maintain 
services at their Bricket Road night-shelter and support for their 
Street Outreach worker. 
  
St Albans Fund for The Future:  This fund, started by John Pe-
ters in 2001 during his term as Mayor, is managed by Hertford-
shire Community Foundation.  It aims to help small local groups 
by providing annual grants of up to £1K for 3 - 5 years.  Helen 
Doubal, Programmes Manager for the Foundation thanks us for 
our kind donation and says the fund is particularly valued at 
HCF and by local groups because it is unique in offering long 
term funding which has really helped the many groups who have 
received it to date. 

Chris Penn 
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Christmas is nearer than you think! 
 

The Christmas Post Box will be available 
on the Upper Link on Sundays Nov 26th 
Dec 3rd Dec 10th.  This is for cards for regu-
lar worshippers.  Cards will be available 
and given out on Sunday Dec 17th.  Dona-

tions in lieu of postage please, will go to our Christian 
Aid Project. 
                                                                                     
 The Postal Team 
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Found in a Boys Brigade file by Trevor Oakley 
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We remember the following from our church family that would 
value our prayers at this time: 

 
Geoff and Alison Ashmore, Alison Pinder, David Hance,  

Kai Kipgen, Ray Saunders, Elspeth McKenzie, Les Jones. 
 
 
Let us give thanks for all our blessings and take time every 
day to pray for those that are unwell or coping with the loss of 
loved ones. In the run up to the busy time of Christmas, may 
we each find time to rest and be close to God.  
 
‘Casting all your care upon him; for he careth for you.’  
1 Peter 5 v 7 
 
 

“Then winter, cold and bare as nature takes stock 
rests, unwinds, sleeps until the time is right.  

An endless cycle 
and yet a perfect model.  

We need a winter in our lives  
a time of rest, a time to stand still  

a time to reacquaint ourselves  
with the faith in which we live.  

It is only then that we can draw strength  
from the one in whom we are rooted….”     

 
John Birch 

 

PASTORAL NEWS 
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ACOUSTIC POEM 
 
Try to write some rhyming lines starting with the letters on 
the left hand side. 
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NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

7th - Krisztina Shreiner 
16th - Trevor Oakley 
19th - John Macey 

 
God,we know your presence with us, living 
and breathing love for our souls.  May we 

remain always aware of that love, the love 
that remains for all time and place, guiding 

us always. 

 
‘Fresh from the Word'.    

(IBRA Reading notes - 13/10/17) 
 

Many Happy Returns to all those who have 
their birthdays before Christmas!!!! 

 

Linda Williams 
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AUTUMN SALE 
14th NOVEMBER 

At 
THE AGE CONCERN CENTRE 

ST PETERS STREET 
10.30am—12pm 

 
Tea/Coffee 

Gifts for Sale 
 

Everyone Welcome! 
 

(if you have any unwanted gift items please give 
them to Jessie Blair) 
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 CHURCH MAGAZINES 
  
Our Church magazines are a good record of our Church History. 
They talk about our activities, membership, Mission, our Minis-
ters and all that  
takes place as part of our Church life. 
I have been continuing the practice of having our a copy of our 
magazines bound for 
our archives.  
I seem to be missing the following copies, and would appreciate 
it if anyone has a copy  
they could pass on to me for binding.  
  
2002.......................October 
2003.......................December 
2004.......................May and December 
2006.......................Jan, July, Aug, Sept and Dec. 
2007.......................Jan and December. 
2011.......................Oct and December 
2015.......................Nov and Dec. 
  
Please contact me if you have any of these copies, as I only 
need one of each. 
  
Many Thanks 
  
Brian Branch  
Church Archivist 
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Jessie Blair would like to invite anyone who would like 
to come to a weekly get together on Fridays from 
10.30am. 

Coffee and tea will be served (and maybe a biscuit or 
two).  Come along and meet some new friends and old 
friends and have sometime to get to know each other 
better and exchange good ideas, skills and knowledge. 

Come along to:  391 Watford Road, Chiswell Green,  
AL2 3DF 

Telephone:  01727 768887 

email:  jessieblair37@gmail.com 
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PASTORAL CARE MATTERS 
  

The Minister, Simon and members of 
the Pastoral Team are always happy to 
make appointments to visit, talk or pray 
with you.  This can take place in your 
home, at Cross Street or at our homes 
at your convenience and at mutually 
convenient times. 
  
Our Minister, Simon (01727 854041) 
can be contacted direct. 
  

Brian Branch (01727 852738), Marjorie and Leslie Jones (01727 
841845) Jessie Blair (01727 768887) and Ray Saunders (01727 
830260) are also active members of the Pastoral Team. 
  
Simon and the team hope you will notify them of anybody who 
you think may be ill, lonely or who needs help. 
  
Pastoral Team 
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           CHURCH & CENTRE ROOM BOOKINGS 
  
To contact Danny Smith regarding Church and Centre room 
booking enquiries: 
  
Tel:  01727 568162 (new number) 
email: bookings@dsbc.org.uk 

            Monday Table Tennis/ Games            
                    Club   

            
We meet every Monday from 10.30am till 

1pm in the main Hall 
Table Tennis – Snooker – Pool – Carpet 

Bowls – Chess – Draughts and 
other table games.   Refreshments available in Cross 

Street Centre Cafe 
  

All are welcomed for a time of fun and fel-
lowship  
Trevor Oakley 
  
  

DAYCARE 
  
Daycare meets every Tuesday during school term time, at 
the Age Concern Centre, St  Peters Street.  If you know 
of anyone who would like to come along for lunch and 
companionship please contact Jessie Blair on email: 
jessieblair37@gmail.com. 
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                                 FELLOWSHIP LUNCH 
  

The Fellowship Lunch this month will be held on Thursday, 16th  
November at 12.30pm in the Cross Street Café. 
  
Everyone is welcome. 
  
Diane Graham 
  

              WHO LET THE DAD’S OUT!! 
  
 The  meeting this month will  be on Saturday, 11th No-
vember, 10am to 12pm in the Lower Hall. 
  
Come along and have some fun! Dads, Granddads, Un-
cles—all welcome. 

                  KNITTING GROUP 
  
The knitting group will meet on Tuesday, 21st Novem-
ber in Cross Street from 11am—12.30pm and wel-
comes anyone who would like to join with us.  Some 

bring their own knitting or crochet projects whilst other knit and 
crochet for the charity ‘Knit for Peace’. 
  
Judy Pendal 

                                  SCRABBLE CLUB 
  
Scrabble Club will be held on Tuesday 14th and 
Tuesday 28th November at 2.30pm in the Cross 
Street Centre. 
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ON THIS DAY 
 

BADLY BRIEFED 
In 1989, East Germany’s government saw the democratic writ-
ing on the Berlin Wall.  As a concession they decided to allow 
East Berliners visas only for visiting West Germany.  The 
propaganda minister announced this at a press conference on 
9th November, but the note he was given to read out was am-
biguous, suggesting that all East Germans could now freely 
travel abroad.  The broadcast was barely over when tens of 
thousands of people swamped the ill-prepared guards at the 
checkpoints and the Wall was history. 
 
THE QUIET REVOLUTION 
A car accident put Brian Eno in hospital, bedridden and in a 
cast.  He was given an album of harp music and, summoning 
all his strength, he put the record on the turntable and returned 
to bed—only to discover it was almost inaudible and he was 
now too exhausted to turn it up.  But the quiet music worked 
its magic and led Eno to create his landmark album Discreet 
Music (released on 15th November 1975), pretty mch invent-
ing ambient music in the process. 
 
WHAT’S IN A NAME 
“You’ll go down like a lead balloon.” So said Keith Moon about 
the prospects of Jimmy Page’s new supergroup.  “You’re 
right!”  thought Jimmy, and promptly change the group’s name 
from the ’New Yardbirds’ to ’Led Zeppelin’.  Embracing Keith’s 
doom-laden judgement was a rocking good move—23rd No-
vember 1968, Led Zeppelin secured a $200,000 advance from 
Atlantic Records, the biggest deal of its kind for a new band, 
and over the next 12 years they would become one of the big-
gest selling rock acts in history. 
 
THE GEEK STRIKES BACK 
“Forget traditional animation, we need to make the movie with 
computers!” said John Lasseter to his bosses at Walt Disney 
Studios in the early 1990’s.  His bosses fired him on the spot. 
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The good thing is that Lasseter ended up working for Steve 
Jobs, someone who really believed in computers.  He wrote 
and directed Toy Story with Pixar (released 22nd November 
1995), the first fully computer-generated feature, which 
earned $350 million  and an Oscar.  In 2006 Lasseter be-
came the chief executive of Walt Disney Studios. 
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The year is swiftly waning, 
The summer days are past; 

And life, brief life, is speeding; 
The end is nearing fast. 

 
The ever-changing seasons 

In silence come and go; 
But though, eternal Father, 

No time or change canst know. 
 

O pour thy grace upon us, 
That we may worthier be, 

Each year that passes o’er us, 
To dwell in heaven with thee. 

 
Behold the bending orchards, 

With bounteous fruits are crowned 
Lord, in our hearts more richly 

Let heavenly fruits abound. 
 

O by each mercy sent us, 
And by each grief and pain, 

By blessings like the sunshine, 
And sorrows like the rain. 

 
Our barren hearts make fruitful 

With every goodly grace, 
That we thy name may hallow, 

And see at last thy face. 
 

Bishop W W How 1823-97 
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COPY DATE FOR THE DECEMBER/
JANUARY ISSUE, THURSDAY 16th  

NOVEMBER 
 

As you can see the next issue is the Christmas/New Year 
issue.  November is just around the corner and Christmas 
preparations are upon us!!  As of today there are 62 shop-
ping days to Christmas!!  This is the week for the Christ-
mas cakes and Christmas puddings—although I am a bit 
behind this year. 
 
I have heard from Laura (Law) in Austen, Texas.  The re-
modelling of the house is coming on well, although slowly 

and she is enjoying being a full-time grand-
ma.  The weather is a little different from 
here, but she did say that she had to get a 
jumper out for  an evening chill.  The pic-
ture of Dick and Laura is of them chiselling 
the mortar off the bricks from the fireplace 
that has been demolished so that they can 
be used when the fireplace is rebuilt.  Laura 
says it is hard labour!! 
 

I have only got a very small parcel together for my Australi-
an family this year as the postage is prohibitive.  I will be 
buying their presents online from stores in Sydney.  Not so 
much fun but the parcel I sent last year 
cost £104 to send!!    I was staggered 
and would rather spend the money on 
my grandson. 
 
I helped in the kitchen at the last Messy 
Church.  It was well attended and every-
one looked like they were having a good 
time with all the activities.  And Ray’s 
bacon rolls were admired and delicious.  
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enjoyment coming down the stairs and all the children and 
adults were ready for drinks and cake.  The 
theme of the morning was communication 
and there were various projects and games 
to play.  In the picture Jill and her friend are 
demonstrating the telephone!!  I am not 
sure what instrument or noise Richard is 
demonstrating on the previous page! 
 
The next Messy Church is at the end of 
January and I am looking forward to that. 
 
Our Creative Writing course has come to 

an end and we have decided that it would be good to have an-
other course in March.  I really enjoyed it and I know all the 
participants did as well.  I have resolved to write something in 
a journal a least three times a week.  I have even brought a 
book with this in mind.  Although I haven’t yet written anything 
in it!  That’s the next hurdle! 
 
My usual plea now for anything that you would like included in 
the next issue of the magazine and interesting photographs 
you have taken, any passages that you have read some-
where.  I’ll take contributions in any format, hand written, 
typed, photocopies.  Don’t forget the magazine is only as inter-
esting as the pieces that appear in it. 
 
Have a good November. 
 
Glynis 
glynis.griffiths1@gmail.com 
01462 733665 
07709 618571 
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What, When and Where November 2017 
 
 
Wednesday   1 Free Church Service in the Abbey 
   Rev’d Fr. Brian Reynolds 
                              Catholic Ecumenical Chaplain St Albans Cathedral 
Saturday   4 Prayer Hour 
   10.00am Cross Street Room 5 
Tuesday   7 Church Meeting & Deacon’s Election 
   7.45pm Room 3 Cross Street Centre  
Saturday 11 Who Let the Dads Out? 
   10.00am – 12.00pm Lower Hall 
Tuesday 14 Bible Study 
   10.30am – 12.00pm Cross Street Centre 
   8.00pm at the Manse 
Tuesday 14 Scrabble Club 
   2.30pm Cross Street Centre 
Thursday 16 Baptist Fellowship Lunch 
   12.30pm Cross Street Centre 
Thursday 16 Deacons’ Meeting 
   7.45pm Room 5 Cross Street Centre 
Tuesday 21 Knitting Group 
   11.00am – 12.30pm Cross Street Centre 
Tuesday 28 Scrabble Club 

2.30pm Cross Street Centre 
 
 

Regular Events 
 
Mondays: Table tennis & Games Club 10.30am – 1.30pm Lower Hall 
Tuesdays: (term time) Daycare 10am – 2pm Age Concern St Peters Street 
Wednesdays: (term time) Toddlers 09.45am – 11.15am Lower Hall 
Fridays: (term time) TFN 6.00pm – 7.30pm Lower Hall 
Fridays: (term time) TFN Seniors 7.30pm – 9.00pm Lower Hall 

 
 
Sunday Services 
 
10.30am and 6.30pm, with groups for children at the 10.30am service. 
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