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Minister: Rev Simon J Carver, MA, BSc, - 01727 854041 
Associate Minister: Rev. Jonny Fillis  07833 996123  
  

Church Secretary: Chris Penn—01727 864116 
  

Finance Deacon: Trevor Oakley—01727 752732 
  

Property: Ray Saunders – 01727 830260 
  

Site Manager and Caretaker: David Hobbs – 01727 760623 

Cross Street: 01727 846891  
  

Charity Registration Number: 1127791 

 MARCHTHEMES 

  10.30 am 6.30 pm 
March 4th 

Turning Tables 
John 2:13-22 
Communion 

Church in the Café 
Cross Street Celebra-

tion 
NB: 4.00pm 

 
March 11th 

Don’t look back 
John 3:14-21 

“Teach us to pray …” 
The Lord’s Prayer 
Matthew 6:5-15 

 
March 18th The beginning of the 

end 
John 12:20-33 

“In Remembrance of 
me…” 

Luke 22:7-21 
Communion 

March 25th Palm Sunday 
Follow that donkey! 
NB: Meet 9.30am at 

the Clocktower 
 

Last Rites 
Mark 14.1-11 

March 29th   Maundy Thursday 
Tenebrae 

Communion 
NB 8.00pm 

 
March 30th Good Friday service 

NB 10.15am 
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Dear Friends, 
 
The day that I’m writing this is the 100th an-
niversary of Royal Assent being given to the 
Representation of the People Act 1918. This 
act of parliament famously allowed certain 
woman to vote, something that they had not 
been able to do before that time. Full equali-
ty of men and women was not granted until 
the Representation of the People (Equal 
Franchise) Act 1928. For the ten years after 
1918 voting was restricted to women over 
30, who owned property or who were university graduates. It is 
less well-known that while 8.4 million were added to the elec-
torate by the 1918 Act, 5.6 million extra men were also able to 
vote since all property-owning requirements were lifted for men 
over 21. 
 
It seems strange to us to think that women did not have equal 
rights to vote until the life-time of many people alive today. In to-
day’s world, it would be equally odd if whether or not one owned 
a house had any bearing on whether or not one could vote. 
 
These acts of parliament ultimately gave all people over 21 the 
right to vote and take part in democracy in this country. This leg-
islation also made all adults, to a greater or lesser extent, 
‘stakeholders’. This is a relatively modern concept that I suspect 
would not have been familiar to the Pankhurst family.  
 
A stakeholder is defined as a person who can affect or can be 
affected by an organization's actions, objectives and policies. At 
our February ‘church in the café’ service we heard from Dan 
Pratt who leads a church in Southend whose members are 
drawn from amongst men and women living rough in the town. 
We heard how this church is a community in which all learn from 
one another and that those who live in their own home do not 
have a different status from those who don’t. 
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Different parts of the Christian Church are structured in different 
ways. Baptist churches differ from the Roman Catholic and Angli-
can Churches in that it is our members not bishops who make de-
cisions about our ‘actions, objectives and policies’.  
  
That’s not to say that we have it right or have all the answers. If 
you are reading this magazine, then you are in some way con-
nected to our community. You may feel like a stakeholder, or you 
may only feel a tenuous connection to the church, but we are 
working to develop relationships between ourselves and with our 
wider community. If there are ways in which you would feel you 
could be more involved, please talk to Jonny or myself. We are 
always open to ideas! 
 
Best wishes, 
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Inspired to Follow: 
Art and the Bible Story 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 

A Lent course based on paintings from the 
National Gallery 

 
Tuesdays at 10.30am and 8.00pm*  

in the Cross Street Centre 
 

February 13th –March 20th 2018 
* 7.00pm on 6th March 
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MARCH EVENTS 
 
Church in the Cafe Sunday 4th March 4pm  
- A Cross Street Celebration 
 
The year was 1989 Arsenal have snatched the league out of 
the hands of Liverpool with a late Michael Thomas goal, the 
Berlin Wall has just fallen, "Do They Know It's Christmas" 
would become Christmas Number 1, and the Cross Street Cen-
tre has just opened. Now I don't remember it (I was 2 and living 
in Northern Ireland) but there are a few amongst us who still 
do. Nearly 30 years on we will gather to hear about the begin-
nings of the Cross Street Centre and to reflect on what God 
has done through the Centre. We will then use these stories 
and memories to inspire us as we reflect on it's purpose in the 
years to come. Why not join us for some coffee and cake, hear 
some stories and help us shape the next 30 years! 
 
Palm Sunday 25th March 9.30am  
- A Procession to a Lunch 
 
The Crowds were ecstatic, overwhelmed by joy, they couldn't 
remember a day like it! "Blessed is he who comes in the name 
of the Lord!" They shouted and screamed as they waved their 
Palms and laid down their coats in front of their long-hoped 
King. What a day! What a party! Now I can't quite promise the 
excitement of that first Palm Sunday, but I can promise a Party 
as we join in with the wider Christian family in St Alban's to pro-
cess to the Cathedral (accompanied by a real donkey) where 
we will have a short service. We will then continue the party 
theme back at Dagnall Street with lunch provided by Ray and 
Diane as we celebrate the King who saved the world. 
 
If you can’t manage the procession, worship at the Cathedral 
also begins at 9.30 with the ‘pilgrims’ joining in when they ar-
rive. 
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Saturday 24th March 9.15am – 11.45am 
 
Our next Messy Church comes on the weekend be-
fore Easter. 
 
If you’ve not been before, Messy Church is a fun way 
in which families with children can come together to 
take part in games, crafts and joining in some action 
songs. 
 
Come along at 9.15am for breakfast and stay for the 
morning! 
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Pastor’s News 
 

A brief update on a number of items 
that might be of interest to the con-
gregation and the wider readership of 
the magazine. 
 
Lent Groups  
You will see elsewhere in the maga-

zine that our weekly Lent Groups began in February and they 
continue to 20th March. There is a choice of two meetings – 
10.30am in Room 5 or 8.00pm in the Cross Street Lounge. 
This year’s theme is looking at faith through art and each 
week we will be focussing on a different painting. Please 
note that the meeting on 6th March will start at 7.00pm. 
 
Church Meeting 
Our next church members’ meeting will take place in the 
Cross Street Centre on 6th March at 7.45pm, at which we 
will be confirming the church budget for 2018. If you are a 
member of Dagnall Street Baptist Church, please try to at-
tend.  
 
Holy Week Services 
Maundy Thursday 8.00pm 
Good Friday  10.15am 
 
Churches Together in St Albans 
Good Friday Cross procession 
The procession begins at SS Alban and Stephen in Beacons-
field Road at 7.15pm and arrives at the Abbey where the ser-
vice in the Crossing begins at 8.00pm. This year Dagnall 
Street will be responsible for leading the service. 
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Christian Aid      
 

Fundraising  
 

We are approaching the time of year when the usual 
Car Boot and Table Top sales are starting again, and I 
am collecting suitable items in Good Condition (please) 
to sell and the money raised will support Christian Aid 
projects we are supporting this year. 
 
Items include, Books, Cd’s - Vinyl records, Glassware, 
China, Tools, Ornaments, Jewellery - Kitchen items/
Utensils - Bric-a-brac - Craft items, Toys.   Unwanted 
Christmas and Birthday presents. 
 
Any items can be brought to the church or see me if col-
lection is required. 
 
Many thanks in anticipation 
 
 Trevor Oakley 
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A SHORT STORY BY DANNY SMITH 

This came about as the result of an exercise from a creative 
writing course I attend.  The exercise required us to write a set-
ting on the top of a piece of paper, fold it over, and pass it to our 
left.  Then we had to write an event on the folded piece of paper 
we were just passed, fold the paper again, and once again pass 
to our left.  Finally, we had to write a profession on the piece of 

paper in front of us, then fold it once more and pass it to our 
left.  The final piece of paper received had to be unfolded and a 
story had to be created using what was in front of us.  I had to 

make a story from the following phrases: 

“A DARK ALLEY SHROUDED IN THE WARM LIGHT OF A 
LAMP” 

“DONALD TRUMP’S INAUGURATION” 
“A SOLAR ASTRONOMER” 

Jon stood in the shadows of the alleyway, waiting.  The lane was 
adjacent to one of the city’s main streets, strewn with detritus 
from the earlier market.  A nearby streetlamp scattered feeble 
light along the dank passageway, shimmering on the recently 
formed puddles that adorned the uneven road surface.  The 
scent of the strewn rubbish, combined with the earlier downpour, 
filled his nostrils with an unpleasant aroma. 
 
Checking his watch, Jon decided to wait a further five minutes 
before heading off.  If he was quick, he could still make last or-
ders.  In the distance, he could hear the sound of revellers falling 
into a taxi, preparing for the next destination in their hedonistic 
quest.  Everyone was out having fun, except him.  The noise 
soon dissipated, merging with the sound of rain still dripping from 
the gutters after the previous torrent.  A droplet managed to hit 
the back of his neck and work its way down the length of his 
spine.  He wondered whether this evening could get much worse. 
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If he’d just let it go to voicemail, he could be out with the oth-
ers now, enjoying the spoils the city’s nightlife had to offer.  
Instead, he had to answer his desk phone, his hand being 
drawn to the receiver in the way iron filings are drawn to a 
magnet. 
  
“News desk”, he answered, a degree of resentment in his 
voice.  Didn’t they know it was a Saturday night? 
  
“Are you the reporter that covered Trump’s inauguration?” the 
nervous voice asked, almost struggling to form the words.  His 
voice so quiet that he was barely audible. 
  
“I am.  Who is this?”, the enquiry being barked into the phone, 
rather than spoken. 
  
“My name is Costa and I have something for you – it could be 
big…” came the response, the crackles on the line, combined 
with the muffled voice made this difficult to hear. 
  
Could this be genuine?  This couldn’t be another prank from 
Jon’s colleagues, could it?  The last one got McNeil and 
Grainger fired.  Surely no one else would be that stupid? 
These and other thoughts raced through Jon’s head before he 
responded.  “OK, let’s start from the beginning...” his tone was 
measured, professional.  He didn’t want the caller to sense his 
frustration. 
  
“No, not over the phone,” the voice sounded scared and 
raspy.  “Can you meet me? Do you know the old warehouse in 
the town centre?  There’s an alleyway at the back.  I’ll be there 
at 10.30pm.”  And with that, he rang off. 
  
Jon checked his watch again, it was 10.47pm.  Deciding to 
give him another three minutes, he pulled his collar up, ensur-
ing no more raindrops penetrated its boundary. 
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In the distance, a figure crept forward.  His head twitching 
from left to right, scanning his surroundings, whilst making his 
cautious approach.  He was a dishevelled man in his late fif-
ties, slightly shorter than Jon, with messy grey hair either 
greasy or wet from the earlier shower.  The man wore a dirty 
brown raincoat with the button fastenings misaligned. 
 
“Are you Costa?” Jon enquired, enthusiasm almost complete-
ly absent from his voice.  Costa looked around before nodding 
his head in confirmation.  “I believe you have something for 
me?” Jon enquired in a whispered, almost conspiratorial tone. 
 
Costa took another look around before thrusting a carrier bag 
in Jon’s direction.  Jon scrutinised the contents, not quite sure 
what this rendezvous was becoming.  It was difficult to identify 
the bag’s contents, the sole streetlamp not being worthy of the 
required task.  However, Jon could just about make out what 
appeared to be lots of shredded paper, along with some 
newspaper strips and an unpleasant odour. 
 
“What is this?” Jon asked, clearly perplexed and growing in-
creasingly wearisome. 
 
“It’s evidence,” Costa retorted, a mounting excitement begin-
ning to show.  “Proof, that they’ve sent him to infiltrate us – it’s 
all there!” 
 
“Him?” Jon asked, struggling now to keep the frustration from 
his voice. 
 
“Trump!” Costa exclaimed.  “They sent him to de-stable us, 
before invading!  It’s all there, in the bag.  They tried to de-
stroy the files but I rescued them.  They thought that if they 
hid them in the bottom of the gerbil’s cage, I wouldn’t find 
them – but I did!” 
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Costa continued talking, his pace of speech rapidly increasing.  
Jon finally interrupted Costa’s garbled flow, raising a hand as he 
did so, signalling Costa to pause.  “and how do you know this?” 
Jon enquired, regretting the question almost as soon as he 
asked it. 
  
“Because of my work with the EDF!” Costa proclaimed, his pride 
placing more strain on his overcoat’s buttons.  “The Earth De-
fence Force,” Costa added, seeing the confusion on Jon’s face.  
“I am their leading solar astronomer.  Here’s my ID.” 
  
Costa handed Jon a grubby looking works ID for EDF Energy.  
The name on the laminated card was Tamil Hussein and the pic-
ture was clearly not the man before him.  Jon examined Costa 
once again, this time noticing that he was wearing slippers and 
adorned with what looked like a hospital bracelet on his wrist.  
Glancing over Costa’s shoulder, he noticed a full moon in the 
night sky.  That makes sense, Jon thought as he turned and 
walked away, reaching for his mobile to call the local hospital. 
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UNLOCK WALK   
Saturday 28th April 

Unlock is one of the Christian charities we support through 
planned mission giving and once again we plan to support their 
annual fundraising London Walk.  Working in deprived urban ar-
eas across the country, they “unlock” real life stories of ordinary 
people by explaining the good news of a down to earth Christ.  
Their main single source of income is from sponsorship and do-
nations received by walkers and churches supporting their annu-
al London walk.  Last year’s walk raised £23,000, for which UN-
LOCK are extremely grateful, but it was considerably less than 
the previous year and has been dropping steadily since 2014 
when nearly £30,000 was raised.   

As well as raising money for the charity to continue its work in 
deprived urban areas across the UK, the walk also aims to raise 
awareness of the issues of exclusion and to showcase the min-
istry of churches in urban areas.  It also gives churches from 
more affluent areas an opportunity to support the work of fellow 
Christians in the inner city, as well as providing 100’s of people 
an opportunity for an unusual and enlightening day out in Lon-
don. 

This year’s walk, the 35th, titled 
“Together in Tottenham” gives a 
clue as to where we will be walk-
ing!  The 7.5 mile circular route 
passes Spurs football ground, but 
although they have a home match 
on the day of the walk, all should 
be relatively calm as they currently 
play at Wembley whilst their new 
stadium is redeveloped.  We will also be walking through the 
neighbourhoods of Bruce Grove, Tottenham Hale, Seven Sisters 
and West Green, an area known as the most ethnically diverse 
in London and Europe where more than 200 different languages 
are spoken.  The walk covers a relatively compact area, rich in  
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architectural, and cultural diversity, and 
includes Bruce Castle, Markfield Park, 
an area that in the mid 1800’s had the 
highest death rate in London, and skirts 
the Lea Navigation.  We will also visit 7 
churches where refreshments will be 

available and which are points of interest in themselves. 

The Unlock London Walk is remarkable; a unique way of 
seeing London and engaging with some of its churches.  It 
regularly attracts over 700 walkers, and people come back 
year after year.  Copies of the route map will be available to 
view on the table in the link, (you’re welcome to take one if 
you plan to take part.)  If you want to join us for the walk we 
will meet at St Albans City Railway Station at 8.30am, on 
Saturday 28th April, for the journey to Tottenham Hale and 
an inspiring day out. 

If you are interested in supporting UNLOCK but without the 
walking, you may like to sponsor the church group.  If you 
would like to do this, you can either have a word with me or 
with anyone you know who will be walking, or use the spon-
sor form which will be on the table in the link.   
Thankyou. 
 Chris Penn 
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Next Delivery to the Genesis Shop  
Sheffield 

 
Our next delivery to the Genesis charity shop on the Manor Es-
tate in Sheffield will probably be towards the end of March or 
early in April.  The need for good quality clothing, footwear and 
household furnishings, is as great as it has ever been.  So keep 
your donations coming in – search out those unwanted but ser-
viceable clothes and household goods, put them in plastic 
sacks, and leave them in the lower store room at the Cross 
Street Centre.  If you need help with bringing your items to the 
centre, please let me know.  You can be assured that your con-
tributions will end up in a very worthwhile place, and at the 
same time will contribute to our sustainability targets! 

Chris Penn 
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GoodFriday Walk 
  

There will be walks of various 
lengths and difficulties availa-
ble: a 5 mile walk or a shorter 
flat walk. 
 
Alternatively, just join us for a 
picnic lunch and fellowship. 
 
We will meet at the picnic tables 
by the entrance to the paddling 

pools at 12:15 for lunch.  The walk will start at 13:00.   
 
There is a car park at the south entrance to the park (by 
the tube station) or roadside parking along the north 
edge of the park. 
 
For further information, speak to Colin or Sue Owen. 
 
P.S. If you want to see the Grove (from afar !), come 

and join us for the walk on Good Friday! 
 
P.P.S As an extra treat this year, we are repeating the 

Christmas walk on Sunday April 22nd as part of 
the  DSBC Sustainable St Albans Week ( more 
details next month). 

Sue and Colin Owen 
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MARCH BIRTHDAYS 

1st - Dennis Rowson 
7th - Marjorie Jones 

8th - Vera Mills and Mike Plant 
9th - Liz Blight 

21 - Pat Rowley 
24 - Doris Cox 

 
A LENT PRAYER. 

O Lord, 
Help us during the days of Lent, to come close 

to you and to listen to your voice. 
Give us strength to overcome the temptation to 

please ourselves and live life without 
you. 

Teach us your way, 
For Jesus’s sake, 

Amen 
From the 1980 Alternative Prayer Book, quoted in The Lion 

Prayer Collection, compiled 
By Mary Batchelor. 

 
Happy Birthday to all those born in March. 

 

Linda Williams 
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We continue to remember the following people in our pray-
ers: 

 
Alison Pinder, Edna Weir, Diane Graham, Stuart Turnbull, 

Bryan Pendal, 
Julia Plant, Pip Lyall, Elspeth McKenzie, David Hance, 

Geoff Ashmore, 
Les Jones, Mary Bull, Jenny Johnson, Sheila Fricker. 

 
We also remember Shannen Beadle and Becky Fillis as 

they start preparing for their new arrivals! 
 
As we look forward to lighter evenings and spring flowers, 
we remember that God created the seasons and to each 
season there is a purpose and a plan. We think of life in its 
different stages and are grateful that we have a heavenly 
Father who loves us and cares about us. As we pass 
through Lent and into Eastertime, we remember the impact 
this season has had in all of our lives. We ask Our Father 
to help us share this knowledge with others and how im-
portant it is to us. 
 

O Lord my God, when I in awesome wonder 
Consider all the worlds Thy hands have made 

I see the stars, I hear the rolling thunder 
Thy power throughout the universe displayed. 

Liz Blight 

 

PASTORAL PRAYERS 
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PASTORAL CARE MATTERS 
  

The Minister, Simon and members of the 
Pastoral Team are always happy to 
make appointments to visit, talk or pray 
with you.  This can take place in your 
home, at Cross Street or at our homes at 
your convenience and at mutually con-
venient times. 
  
Our Minister, Simon (01727 854041) can 
be contacted direct. 

  
Brian Branch (01727 852738), Marjorie and Leslie Jones (01727 
841845) Jessie Blair (01727 768887) and Ray Saunders (01727 
830260) are also active members of the Pastoral Team. 
  
Simon and the team hope you will notify them of anybody who 
you think may be ill, lonely or who needs help. 
  
Pastoral Team 
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Women’s World Day of Prayer 
 

Friday 2 March 
 

All God’s Creation is Very Good 
 

The Women’s World Day of Prayer movement invites 
you to join an estimated 3 million people around the 
world on Friday 2 March in a service which has been 
written this year by the women of Suriname in South 
America. 
 
Suriname has vast rainforests and a wealth of re-
sources including gold, crude oil and bauxite. But there 
are threats to the environment from deforestation, mer-
cury poisoning from illegal mining and rising sea levels.  
The service asks us to pray for those who seek to pro-
tect this country and to preserve it for future genera-
tions. 
 
Do join us at either of these services: 
 
10.30 am      St Leonard’s Church,  Sandridge 
 
 2.30 pm       St Stephen’s Church, Watling Street 
 
Christine Boot 
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Jessie Blair would like to invite anyone who would like 
to come to a weekly get together on Fridays from 
10.30am. 

Coffee and tea will be served (and maybe a biscuit or 
two).  Come along and meet some new friends and old 
friends and have sometime to get to know each other 
better and exchange good ideas, skills and knowledge. 

Come along to:  391 Watford Road, Chiswell Green,  
AL2 3DF 

Telephone:  01727 768887 

email:  jessieblair37@gmail.com 
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Further details will follow – plus information can be  

found in local Herts Advertiser 
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           CHURCH & CENTRE ROOM BOOKINGS 
  
To contact Danny Smith regarding Church and Centre room 
booking enquiries: 
  
Tel:  01727 568162 (new number) 
email: bookings@dsbc.org.uk 

            Monday Table Tennis/ Games            
                    Club   

            
We meet every Monday from 10.30am till 

1pm in the main Hall 
Table Tennis – Snooker – Pool – Carpet 

Bowls – Chess – Draughts and 
other table games.   Refreshments available in Cross 

Street Centre Cafe 
  

All are welcomed for a time of fun and fel-
lowship  
Trevor Oakley 
  
  

DAYCARE 
  
Daycare meets every Tuesday during school term time, at 
the Age Concern Centre, St  Peters Street.  If you know 
of anyone who would like to come along for lunch and 
companionship please contact Jessie Blair on email: 
jessieblair37@gmail.com. 
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                                 FELLOWSHIP LUNCH 
  

The Fellowship Lunch this month will be held on Thursday, 15th  
March at 12.30pm in the Cross Street Café. 
   
Everyone is welcome. 
  
Diane Graham 
  

              WHO LET THE DAD’S OUT!! 
  
 The  meeting this month will  be on Saturday, 10th 
March , 10am to 12pm in the Lower Hall. 
  
Come along and have some fun! Dads, Granddads, Un-
cles—all welcome. 

                  KNITTING GROUP 
  
The knitting group will meet on Tuesday, 20th March, 
in Cross Street from 11am—12.30pm and welcomes 
anyone who would like to join with us.  Some bring 

their own knitting or crochet projects whilst other knit and crochet 
for the charity ‘Knit for Peace’. 
  
Judy Pendal 

                                  SCRABBLE CLUB 
  
Scrabble Club will be held on Tuesday 13th and 
Tuesday 27th March at 2.30pm in the Cross Street 
Centre. 
  

29 

March 2018 

 

 

                                 FELLOWSHIP LUNCH 
  

The Fellowship Lunch this month will be held on Thursday, 15th  
March at 12.30pm in the Cross Street Café. 
   
Everyone is welcome. 
  
Diane Graham 
  

              WHO LET THE DAD’S OUT!! 
  
 The  meeting this month will  be on Saturday, 10th 
March , 10am to 12pm in the Lower Hall. 
  
Come along and have some fun! Dads, Granddads, Un-
cles—all welcome. 

                  KNITTING GROUP 
  
The knitting group will meet on Tuesday, 20th March, 
in Cross Street from 11am—12.30pm and welcomes 
anyone who would like to join with us.  Some bring 

their own knitting or crochet projects whilst other knit and crochet 
for the charity ‘Knit for Peace’. 
  
Judy Pendal 

                                  SCRABBLE CLUB 
  
Scrabble Club will be held on Tuesday 13th and 
Tuesday 27th March at 2.30pm in the Cross Street 
Centre. 
  



Dagnall  Street  Baptist  Church  and  Cross  Street  Centre  Magazine  

30 

 

 

Felden Lodge 
 

Church Family Outing 
Sunday 2nd September 2018 

 
Do you remember the fun we all had when we visited Felden 
Lodge for lunch and afternoon tea; the food, the walks, the 
games and the general joy of being together in a social set-

ting? 
 

WELL…..we have booked again for this year! 
 

There will be a hot buffet lunch at 1pm and afternoon tea and 
cake at 5pm. There will be some organised activities for 
those who wish and a time of worship together after tea be-
fore we go home. This is an occasion for all the family and 
visitors. The grounds are extensive and there is plenty of 
room in the house to accommodate all ages. 
We will need to know numbers in time and there will be a 
sign up list appearing soon. Please put the date in your diary, 
as the more that join in the bigger the family occasion will be! 

The cost will be £20 pp and children go free, but as in the 
past please have a private chat with Simon or me if the cost 

is an issue. Transport will be provided if needed. Felden 
Lodge is situated near Hemel Hempstead 

 
Once again as in previous years a sunny day is on order! 

 
Flo  
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MY CHILD,  
 
You may not know me, but I know everything about 
you….Psalm 139:1 
I know when you sit down and when you rise 
up….Psalm 139:2 
I am familiar with all your ways….Psalm 139:3 
Even the very hairs on your head are num-
bered….Matthew 10:29-31 
For you were made in my image….Genesis 1:27 
In me you live and move and have your being….Acts 
17:28 
For you are my offspring….Acts 17:28 
I knew you even before you were conceived….Jeremiah 
1:4-5 
I chose you when I planned creation….Ephesians 1:11-12 
You were not a mistake, for all your days are written in my 
book….Psalm 139:15-16 
I determined the exact time of your birth and where you 
would live….Acts 17:26 
You are fearfully and wonderfully made….Psalm 139:14 
I knit you together in your mother’s womb….Psalm 139:13 
And brought you forth on the day you were born….Psalm 
71:6 
I have been misrepresented by those who don’t know 
me….John 8:41-44 
I am not distant and angry, but am the complete expres-
sion of love….1John 4:16 
And it is my desire to lavish my love on you….1John 3:1 
Simply because you are my child and I am your Father…. 
1 John 3:1 
I offer you more than your earthly father ever 
could….Matthew 7:11 
For I am the perfect Father….Matthew 5:48 
Every good gift that you receive comes from my 
hand….James 1:17 
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For I am your provider and I meet all your needs….Matthew 
6:31-33 
My plan for your future has always been filled with 
hope….Jeremiah29:11 
Because I love you with an everlasting love….Jeremiah 31:3 
My thoughts toward you are as countless as the sand on the 
seashore….Psalms 139:17-18 
And I rejoice over you with singing….Zephaniah 3:17 
I will never stop doing good to you…Jeremiah 32:40 
For you are my treasured possession….Exodus 19:5 
I desire to establish you with all my heart and all my 
soul….Jeremiah 32:41 
And I want to show you great and marvellous 
things….Jeremiah 33:3 
If you seek me with all your heart, you will find 
me….Deuteronomy 4:29 
Delight in me and I will give you the desires of your 
heart….Psalm 37:4 
For it is I who gave you those desires….Philippians 2:13 
I am able to do more for you than you could possibly imag-
ine….Ephesians 3:20 
For I am your greatest encourager…. 2 Thessalonians 2:16-
17 
I am also the Father who comforts you in all your troubles….2 
Corinthians 1:3-4 
When you are brokenhearted, I am close to you….Psalm 
34:18 
As a shepherd carries a lamb, I have carried you close to my 
heart….Isaiah 40:11 
One day I will wipe away every tear from your 
eyes….Revelation 21:3-4 
And I’ll take away all your pain you have suffered on this 
earth….Revelation 21:3-4 
I am your Father, and I love you even as I love my son, Je-
sus….John 17:23 
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For in Jesus, my love for you is revealed….John 17:26 
He is the exact representation of my being….Hebrews 1:3 
He came to demonstrate that I am for you, not against 
you….Romans 8:31 
And to tell you that I am not counting your sins….2 Corinthi-
ans 5:18-19 
Jesus died so that you and I could be reconciled…..2 Corin-
thians 5:18-19 
His death was the ultimate expression of my love for you….1 
John 4:10 
I gave up everything I loved that I might gain your 
love….Romans 8:31-32 
If you receive the gift of my son Jesus, you receive me….1 
John 2:23 
And nothing will ever separate you from my love 
again….Romans 8:38-39 
Come home and I’ll throw the biggest party heaven has ever 
seen….Luke 15:7 
I have always been Father, and will always be Fa-
ther….Ephesians 3:14-15 
My question is...Will you be my child?....John 1:12-13 
I am waiting for you….Luke 15:11-32 
 

LOVE, YOUR DAD, ALMIGHTY GOD 
 

Sent in by Ewen Gilhespy taken from a general circular from 
UCB (United Christian Broadcasters). “Father’s Love Letter 
used by permission Father Heart Communications copyright 
1999 www.FathersLoveLetter.com” 
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Bereavement Matters 
St Albans & District Bereavement Net-
work is one of the local charities which 
we support through Planned Mission Giv-
ing.  They wrote recently enclosing their 
latest brochure explaining their services 
which include: 
  

• Telephone Helpline 
• Children’s and Young People’s Service 
• Visiting & Buddy Service 
• Counselling Service 
• Group Activities 
• Information Resource 
  
They also wish to organise an ‘Introduction to Working with 
the Bereaved’ training course – a series of workshops for vol-
unteers within church groups who provide support to bereaved 
adults.  The training will consist of 3 – 4 sessions of about 2 
hours and the cost will be approximately £100 per person. 
Anyone interested in any of the above can contact St Albans & 
District Bereavement Network at: 31 Catherine Street, AL3 5BJ, 
tel: 01727 841841 or email: help@sabn.org.uk  
  
Chris Penn 
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DATE FOR COPY FOR THE APRIL  
MAGAZINE 

THURSDAY, 15th MARCH  
 

The picture on the front cover this month was taken by 
Caroline Williams, from the Cross Street Centre,  She has 
sent me a number of beautiful photographs and I hope to 
put them on subsequent front covers of the magazine. 
 

I had many enquiries about last 
months cover.  The Granary pic-
tured is outside my house and in a 
village called Arlesey in Bedford-
shire.  I have put in another picture 
so that you can see the granary in 
relation to my house.  My house is 
at the end of the building just be-
hind the granary. 

 
 Arlesey is a very old village.  It was renowned for the 
longest High Street in Britain and the number of pubs per 
head of population.  It was originally a drovers village 
where the cattle and sheep were driven to market  in 
Hitchin from surrounding areas.  In the 19th century Fair-
field Mental Hospital was built.  This was a self-sufficient 
hospital which later changed its name to the Three Coun-
ties Mental Institution.  Many of the inhabitants of Arlesey 
worked at the hospital.  The hospital has now gone.  The 
original Victorian building, which was the main hospital, 
has now been turned into apartments and the land sur-
rounding is now a mini town .  Most of the surrounding 
area is farmland. 
 
Although the forecast for the week following me writing 
this is that it is going to get colder again I am sure that it 
will become more spring like as we get into March and 
looking forward to some nice weather for Easter. 
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Jan and I really enjoyed the Messy Sunday service.  But I 
think Jonny needs to give us a bit more time to decide which 
activity to take part in!!  It took me nearly 15 minutes to de-
cide what to do.  I will know for next time! 
 
Let me wish all who have a link with Wales and Ireland Hap-
py St David’s Day and Happy St Patrick’s Day.  I will be 
wearing my daffodil on the 1st March.  Also a Happy Moth-
er’s Day to all us mothers. 
 
Hope March warms up and all the viruses that have been 
bugging us have disappeared. 
 
Glynis 
glynis.griffiths1@gmail.com 
01462 733665 
07709 618571 
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RIB-TICKLERS! 
 

A Chinese man walked into a bar with a huge colour-
ful parrot on his shoulder:  “Wow,” says the barman, 
“Where did you get that from?”  “From China,” an-
swered the parrot, “they’ve got millions of them 
there.” 
 
What did the mayonnaise say when someone 
opened the fridge door?  “Close the door I’m dress-
ing.” 
 

The leader of a vegetarian society couldn’t control himself anymore.  
He needed to try some pork, just to see what it tasted like.  So one 
summer’s day he told the other members that he was going on holi-
day. 
After driving out of town he stopped at the first restaurant he saw 
and ordered a roasted pig.  A few minutes later, while waiting for his 
meal, he heard someone call his name and was horrified to see one 
of his fellow members walking towards him.  Just at that moment, 
the waiter walked over with a huge platter holding a full roasted pig 
with an apple in its mouth.  “Isn’t that incredible,” said the leader, 
“all I do is order an apple, and look what comes with it!” 
 
John walked up to the sales assistant in the ladies’ clothes shop 
and said, “I would like to buy my wife a pretty pink scarf.”  “How 
lovely,” exclaimed the assistant, “it sounds like it’s going to be a 
great surprise.”  “It certainly is,” replied John, “she’s expecting a 
new car.” 
 
I told my friend that she drew her eyebrows on too high.  She 
looked surprised. 
 
What do you get in you cross a kangaroo with an elephant? 
Big holes across Australia. 
 
Why was Cinderella such a poor football player? 
She had a pumpkin for a coach. 
 
Published in Evergreen Winter 2014, sent in by John Mills 
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RIB-TICKLERS! 
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Dear Friend 
 
If you were reading this page last month, 
you will know that we began to look at 
the privileges and responsibilities that 
our Church Constitution holds before 
every member.  This month we are reminded of the second of 
these: “Each member must be prepared to allow time each day 
for prayer and careful reading of the Holy Scriptures.” 
 
I suspect that this is the sort of reminder that makes most of us 
feel a little guilty!  Over the years I have know some very special 
people who were constant in prayer and to whom the words of 
Scripture were a constant source of inspiration and encourage-
ment, but they have been relatively few.  Many of us would con-
fess that we have neither made nor found the time that we 
should for our daily devotions. 
 
But are such times important? No more so than the time we 
take to drink or eat or sleep.  We can do without these, but we 
know had drastic and harmful the results are.  As individuals it is 
by our praying—our conversation with God—and by our study of 
the Bible that we are fed spiritually.  During a very depressed 
period the poet T.S. Eliot wrote, “We are the hollow men—we 
are the stuffed men—leaning together—headpiece filled with 
straw.  Alas!”  That is precisely what we so easily become as life 
drains us unless we are constantly careful to be refilled by God. 
 
So how do we do it?  Prayer may well be a gift, but it is some-
thing which can and should be learned and practised by every 
Christian.  I don’t mean necessarily the art of public prayer, alt-
hough that is certainly a way that many others can be helped by 
your actions.  No, I’m thinking of your own private conversations 
with God.  The Crusader Bookshop and others in town carry 
many books about prayer, and (to me even more helpfully) 
books of prayers.  Many people find that sometimes t read the 
words of others brings them nearer to God, especially if they 
have been going through ‘dry’ time.  Look for authors like  
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William Barclay, Dick Williams, Michel Quoist, Evelyn Christen-
sen or Catherine Marshall, or make your own choice. 
 
Our regular Bible study is greatly helped by the various devotion-
al guides that are available.  Ask our church’s representatives, 
David Hance, Hilda Cracknell or Winifred Plowman for details, 
they will always be delighted to help. 
 
Finally, remember how easily we make time for the things we 
want to do.  Should it then be so difficult to find just five, ten or 
fifteen minutes a day to spend with God in the particular intimacy 
of personal prayer or devotional reading?  I’m sure that it is a 
great help to set aside a particular time in every day, but it will be 
up to you to work  out your best pattern.  Some commuters I 
know even use the enforced  quiet of the train journey to read 
their Bibles and pray! 
 
But one thing is certain; in these ways we are offered spiritual 
wealth, peace and strength beyond our dreams. 
 
Yours in His service 
 
Philip Webb 
 
Taken form the Church Magazine March 1987 
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What, When and Where March 2018 
Saturday   3 Prayer Hour 
   10.00am Cross Street Room 5 
Tuesday   6 Lent Study Groups 
   10.30am & 7.00pm Cross Street Centre 
Tuesday   6 Church Members Meeting 
   8.00pm - Cross Street Centre Room 3 
Wednesday   7 Free Church Service in the Abbey 
   11.00am The Rev’d Ian Green   
   Minister, Amersham Free Church, 
Saturday 10 Who Let the Dads Out? 
   10.00am - 12.00pm Lower Hall 
Tuesday 13 Lent Study Groups 
   10.30am & 8.00pm Cross Street Centre 
Tuesday 13 Scrabble Club 
   2.30pm Cross Street Centre 
Thursday 15 Baptist Fellowship Lunch 
   12.30pm Cross Street Centre 
Thursday 15 Deacons’ Meeting 
   7.45pm Room 5 Cross Street Centre 
Tuesday 20 Lent Study Groups 
   10.30am & 8.00pm Cross Street Centre 
Tuesday 20 Knitting Group 
   11.00am - 12.30pm Cross Street Centre 
Tuesday 27 Lent Study Groups 
   10.30am & 8.00pm Cross Street Centre 
Tuesday 27 Scrabble Club 
   2.30pm Cross Street Centre 
Thursday     29 Maundy Thursday Communion 
   8.00pm - Church 
Friday          30 Good Friday Service 
   10.25am - Church 
Sunday     April 1 Early Morning Communion & Breakfast 
   9.00am - Cross Street Centre 
Regular Events 
Mondays: Table tennis & Games Club 10.30am – 1.30pm Lower Hall 
Tuesdays: (term time) Daycare 10am – 2pm Age Concern St Peters Street 
Wednesdays: (term time) Toddlers 9.45am – 11.15am Lower Hall 
Fridays: (term time) TFN 6.00pm – 7.30pm Lower Hall  
Fridays: (term time) TFN Seniors 7.30pm – 9.00pm Lower Hall 
  
Sunday Services 
10.30am, with groups for children, every Sunday* 
4.00pm Church in the Café, 1st Sunday each month 
6.30pm remaining Sundays, unless otherwise advertised 
(*Palm Sunday – March 25th – Option to share worship at the Abbey, after processing 
from the Clock Tower at 9.30am, followed by Sunday Lunch at Dagnall Street.) 

Dagnall  Street  Baptist  Church  and  Cross  Street  Centre  Magazine  

44 

 

 

What, When and Where March 2018 
Saturday   3 Prayer Hour 
   10.00am Cross Street Room 5 
Tuesday   6 Lent Study Groups 
   10.30am & 7.00pm Cross Street Centre 
Tuesday   6 Church Members Meeting 
   8.00pm - Cross Street Centre Room 3 
Wednesday   7 Free Church Service in the Abbey 
   11.00am The Rev’d Ian Green   
   Minister, Amersham Free Church, 
Saturday 10 Who Let the Dads Out? 
   10.00am - 12.00pm Lower Hall 
Tuesday 13 Lent Study Groups 
   10.30am & 8.00pm Cross Street Centre 
Tuesday 13 Scrabble Club 
   2.30pm Cross Street Centre 
Thursday 15 Baptist Fellowship Lunch 
   12.30pm Cross Street Centre 
Thursday 15 Deacons’ Meeting 
   7.45pm Room 5 Cross Street Centre 
Tuesday 20 Lent Study Groups 
   10.30am & 8.00pm Cross Street Centre 
Tuesday 20 Knitting Group 
   11.00am - 12.30pm Cross Street Centre 
Tuesday 27 Lent Study Groups 
   10.30am & 8.00pm Cross Street Centre 
Tuesday 27 Scrabble Club 
   2.30pm Cross Street Centre 
Thursday     29 Maundy Thursday Communion 
   8.00pm - Church 
Friday          30 Good Friday Service 
   10.25am - Church 
Sunday     April 1 Early Morning Communion & Breakfast 
   9.00am - Cross Street Centre 
Regular Events 
Mondays: Table tennis & Games Club 10.30am – 1.30pm Lower Hall 
Tuesdays: (term time) Daycare 10am – 2pm Age Concern St Peters Street 
Wednesdays: (term time) Toddlers 9.45am – 11.15am Lower Hall 
Fridays: (term time) TFN 6.00pm – 7.30pm Lower Hall  
Fridays: (term time) TFN Seniors 7.30pm – 9.00pm Lower Hall 
  
Sunday Services 
10.30am, with groups for children, every Sunday* 
4.00pm Church in the Café, 1st Sunday each month 
6.30pm remaining Sundays, unless otherwise advertised 
(*Palm Sunday – March 25th – Option to share worship at the Abbey, after processing 
from the Clock Tower at 9.30am, followed by Sunday Lunch at Dagnall Street.) 

Dagnall  Street  Baptist  Church  and  Cross  Street  Centre  Magazine  

44 

 

 

What, When and Where March 2018 
Saturday   3 Prayer Hour 
   10.00am Cross Street Room 5 
Tuesday   6 Lent Study Groups 
   10.30am & 7.00pm Cross Street Centre 
Tuesday   6 Church Members Meeting 
   8.00pm - Cross Street Centre Room 3 
Wednesday   7 Free Church Service in the Abbey 
   11.00am The Rev’d Ian Green   
   Minister, Amersham Free Church, 
Saturday 10 Who Let the Dads Out? 
   10.00am - 12.00pm Lower Hall 
Tuesday 13 Lent Study Groups 
   10.30am & 8.00pm Cross Street Centre 
Tuesday 13 Scrabble Club 
   2.30pm Cross Street Centre 
Thursday 15 Baptist Fellowship Lunch 
   12.30pm Cross Street Centre 
Thursday 15 Deacons’ Meeting 
   7.45pm Room 5 Cross Street Centre 
Tuesday 20 Lent Study Groups 
   10.30am & 8.00pm Cross Street Centre 
Tuesday 20 Knitting Group 
   11.00am - 12.30pm Cross Street Centre 
Tuesday 27 Lent Study Groups 
   10.30am & 8.00pm Cross Street Centre 
Tuesday 27 Scrabble Club 
   2.30pm Cross Street Centre 
Thursday     29 Maundy Thursday Communion 
   8.00pm - Church 
Friday          30 Good Friday Service 
   10.25am - Church 
Sunday     April 1 Early Morning Communion & Breakfast 
   9.00am - Cross Street Centre 
Regular Events 
Mondays: Table tennis & Games Club 10.30am – 1.30pm Lower Hall 
Tuesdays: (term time) Daycare 10am – 2pm Age Concern St Peters Street 
Wednesdays: (term time) Toddlers 9.45am – 11.15am Lower Hall 
Fridays: (term time) TFN 6.00pm – 7.30pm Lower Hall  
Fridays: (term time) TFN Seniors 7.30pm – 9.00pm Lower Hall 
  
Sunday Services 
10.30am, with groups for children, every Sunday* 
4.00pm Church in the Café, 1st Sunday each month 
6.30pm remaining Sundays, unless otherwise advertised 
(*Palm Sunday – March 25th – Option to share worship at the Abbey, after processing 
from the Clock Tower at 9.30am, followed by Sunday Lunch at Dagnall Street.) 

Dagnall  Street  Baptist  Church  and  Cross  Street  Centre  Magazine  

44 

 

 

What, When and Where March 2018 
Saturday   3 Prayer Hour 
   10.00am Cross Street Room 5 
Tuesday   6 Lent Study Groups 
   10.30am & 7.00pm Cross Street Centre 
Tuesday   6 Church Members Meeting 
   8.00pm - Cross Street Centre Room 3 
Wednesday   7 Free Church Service in the Abbey 
   11.00am The Rev’d Ian Green   
   Minister, Amersham Free Church, 
Saturday 10 Who Let the Dads Out? 
   10.00am - 12.00pm Lower Hall 
Tuesday 13 Lent Study Groups 
   10.30am & 8.00pm Cross Street Centre 
Tuesday 13 Scrabble Club 
   2.30pm Cross Street Centre 
Thursday 15 Baptist Fellowship Lunch 
   12.30pm Cross Street Centre 
Thursday 15 Deacons’ Meeting 
   7.45pm Room 5 Cross Street Centre 
Tuesday 20 Lent Study Groups 
   10.30am & 8.00pm Cross Street Centre 
Tuesday 20 Knitting Group 
   11.00am - 12.30pm Cross Street Centre 
Tuesday 27 Lent Study Groups 
   10.30am & 8.00pm Cross Street Centre 
Tuesday 27 Scrabble Club 
   2.30pm Cross Street Centre 
Thursday     29 Maundy Thursday Communion 
   8.00pm - Church 
Friday          30 Good Friday Service 
   10.25am - Church 
Sunday     April 1 Early Morning Communion & Breakfast 
   9.00am - Cross Street Centre 
Regular Events 
Mondays: Table tennis & Games Club 10.30am – 1.30pm Lower Hall 
Tuesdays: (term time) Daycare 10am – 2pm Age Concern St Peters Street 
Wednesdays: (term time) Toddlers 9.45am – 11.15am Lower Hall 
Fridays: (term time) TFN 6.00pm – 7.30pm Lower Hall  
Fridays: (term time) TFN Seniors 7.30pm – 9.00pm Lower Hall 
  
Sunday Services 
10.30am, with groups for children, every Sunday* 
4.00pm Church in the Café, 1st Sunday each month 
6.30pm remaining Sundays, unless otherwise advertised 
(*Palm Sunday – March 25th – Option to share worship at the Abbey, after processing 
from the Clock Tower at 9.30am, followed by Sunday Lunch at Dagnall Street.) 


