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Minister: Rev Simon J Carver, MA, BSc, - 01727 854041 
Associate Minister: Rev. Jonny Fillis  07833 996123  
  

Church Secretary: Chris Penn—01727 864116 
  

Finance Deacon: Trevor Oakley—01727 752732 
  

Property: Ray Saunders – 01727 830260 
  

Site Manager and Caretaker: David Hobbs – 01727 760623 

Cross Street: 01727 846891  
  

Charity Registration Number: 1127791 

 MAY THEMES 

   10.30 am 6.30 pm 
May 6th Abide with me 

John 15:9-17 
Communion 

 

Café in the Church 
“Open Mic” 

May 13th In the world, 
yet protected from it 

John 17:6-19 
 

Christian Aid Sunday 
NB at Homewood 

Road URC 

May 20th Attorney/Client Privilege 
John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15 

Pentecost 
 

Megan Thompson 
Communion 

May 27th 

Church 4 Everyone 

Chosen before the 
world began 

Ephesians 1:3-14 
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Dear Friends, 
 
Having enjoyed a useful two weeks in In-
dia and Nepal earlier this year when I vis-
ited the school project we support and 
BMS missionaries in Kathmandu, I am 
now planning the second part of my sab-
batical travels. 
 
When I last took a sabbatical in 2010, I 
visited Texas in the summer and then In-
dia in autumn. The trip to India was my 
first time in a developing country and it was certainly an eye-
opener. My abiding memory of this was the contrast between 
the relatively humble conditions in which the General Secre-
tary of the Manipuri Baptist Convention lived in comparison 
with the palatial offices of the President of the Southern Bap-
tist College. It is probably unfair to make a judgement on the 
basis of the standard of living in two different countries, but it 
was hard not to. 
 
This year, my plan has not been specifically to make compari-
sons. It has been about trying to understand a different cul-
ture. My experience in Kathmandu involved learning about a 
culture in which religion played a major part. It will be a similar 
experience this summer when I am hoping to find out how pol-
itics and Christianity fit together in the USA. 
 
I have arranged a number of interviews with Christian people 
at both ends of the political spectrum to ask how politics and 
faith work together for them. Most of these people live in the 
southern United States, but I will be speaking to a Baptist pas-
tor in Manhattan, a place that is the President’s ‘home town’. 
 
It used to be said that the Church of England was the Con-
servative Party at prayer. I don’t know whether that remains 
the case, but there is certainly a strong link between Evangeli-
calism and the Republican Party in the US.  
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The Foreign and Commonwealth Office advise against British 
people travelling to Manipur, India, due to risk of kidnap/murder 
by insurgents. I may find that asking questions about politics and 
faith in Kentucky, Mississippi and Texas is more dangerous. I 
shall pack my tin hat! 
 
Best Wishes 
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Café in the Church  
6th May 4.00pm 

 
For the last few months we have 
held ‘Church in the Café’ on the 
first Sunday afternoon of the 
month. On the first Sunday in 
May we are ringing the changes 
by having Café in the Church’. 
 
The idea came from one of our 
members who suggested we might have an ‘open 
mic’ session in which some of our young people 
could play music. This would probably work best 
in the church hence the change of venue. There 
will be no theme beyond exploring and celebrat-
ing some of the things that we do collectively and 
individually as a church. 
 
At the time of writing, the programme is well un-
derway and it looks like it will be a good time to-
gether. 
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Pastor’s News 
 

A brief update on a number of 
items that might be of interest to 
the congregation and the wider 
readership of the magazine. 
 

Bible Study Groups  
Our Bible Study Groups will meet on 
Tuesday 8th May. Two groups meet: in 
Cross Street at 10.30am and at the Manse 
at 8.00pm. All are welcome to either. 
 
Congratulations … 
To Becky, Jonny and Josh on the safe arrival of Toby Jack 
Fillis. Jonny has been on paternity and annual leave since 
Toby’s birth, but will be back from Sunday 6th May. 

 
Christian Aid Sunday – 13th May 
This year’s local Christian Aid Sunday 
service will take place at Homewood 
Road URC at 6.30pm. There will be no 

evening service at Dagnall Street on that evening. 
 
Church 4 Everyone 
The next Church 4 Everyone will be on Sunday 27th May. 
This is a way for all ages to explore a Biblical theme together. 
 
Church in the Café – 3rd June 
Advance notice that we are arranging a Skype link with 
Christian Aid partners in Kenya who will update us on the tar-
geted income project, “Children Affected by HIV/Aids 
in Kenya”. 
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Saturday 12th May  
9.15am – 11.45am 

 
Our next Messy Church is taking Joshua and the Bat-
tle of Jericho as its theme. 
 
Now, you may talk about yo’ king ob Gideon 
You may talk about yo’ man ob Saul 
Dere’s none like good ole Joshua 
At de battle ob Jerico 
 
If you’ve not been before, Messy Church is a fun way 
in which families with children can come together to 
take part in games, crafts and joining in some action 
songs. 
 
Come along at 9.15am for breakfast and stay for the 
morning!  
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Pastoral Prayers 
 

Please continue to remember the following people in our 
prayers:- 
 
Geoff and Alison Ashmore, Mary Bull, Sheila Fricker, 
Diane Graham, David Hance, Les and Marjorie Jones, 
Jenny Johnson, Pip Lyall, Elspeth McKenzie, Bryan 
Pendal, Marie and Dennis Rowson, Stuart Turnbull 
and Edna Weir. 
 
We also think of the Pinder and Troman’s families. 
We praise God for the safe delivery of baby Toby Jack 
Fillis sending our prayers and congratulations to 
Becky, Jonny and Josh.   
 
We also think of Shannon, Richard and Ella Beadle as 
they prepare for their new arrival.   
 

Blest be the tie that binds 
Our hearts in Christian love; 

The fellowship of kindred minds 
Is like to that above. 

 

Before our Father’s throne 
We pour our ardent prayers; 

Our fears, our hopes, our aims are one, 
Our comforts and our cares. 

 

John Fawcett, 1739-1817 
Sue Owen 
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The Minister, Simon and members of the Pastoral 
Team are always happy to make appointments to vis-
it, talk or pray with you. This can take place in your 
home, at Cross Street or at our homes at your con-
venience and at mutually convenient times. 
 
Our Minister, Simon (01727 854041) can be contact-
ed direct. Marjorie and Leslie Jones (01727 841845)), 
Liz Blight (07884 431051) and Sue Owen (01727 
867784) are also active members of the Pastoral 
Team. 
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Mission News 
News from our BMS World Mission Partners, First The Drew’s 
Dear Friends 
“When she heard about Jesus, she came up behind him in the 
crowd and touched his cloak… Immediately her bleeding stopped 
and she felt in her body that she was freed from her suffering.” 
Mark 5: 27&29  
Following Jesus inspires us on so many levels… to challenge 
structures and injustices, working with those with power and au-
thority, as well as gently and practically caring for the poorest and 
the weakest.  This month, INF, the organisation Chris is seconded 
to from BMS, rejoiced in the completion of a Fistula Centre.  The 
Fistula work enables some of the most isolated and despised 
women to receive treatment for embarrassing and humiliating con-
ditions; the sort of smelly, messy conditions we don’t even like to 
talk about or acknowledge.  For those who have suffered, the 
treatment they are now receiving is life-giving.  Obstetric fistula, a 
hole between the vagina and bladder from prolonged obstructed 
labour, causes ongoing incontinence.  Women in remote parts of 
Nepal suffer the humiliation of this physical condition for decades, 
unable to seek treatment due to poverty and geographical remote-
ness.  INF has run fistula camps for several years, but the new 
Fistula Centre, the first of its kind in Nepal, will enable treatment to 
take place throughout the year.   
Here is one story… Lila had been leaking urine for 28 years.  Hav-
ing grown up in a poor farming family she had never been to 
school.  Soon after her father died she was married to a man with 
deafness.  Life was challenging as Lila’s husband was only able to 
make a meagre income making tools.  During Lila’s first pregnancy 
she laboured at home for five days.  Sadly, she lost her baby and 
became incontinent from an obstetric fistula because of the pro-
tracted and unassisted labour.  Lila has since lost another baby 
and had another five that have survived.  Lila thought these trage-
dies were her karma (unavoidable lot in life) until she found out 
about INF’s fistula work.  She and her fourteen-year old son trav 
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elled for two days on a bus and walked for four hours to reach 
the medical team.  Lila had surgery that is healing well and for 
the first time in three decades she is dry.  
We enjoyed seeing many of you during our time in the UK in 
December and January and appreciated so much generous 
hospitality.  Since coming back, we have moved to a new 
house, much further out of the centre of Kathmandu, to be 
close to the new school site that Rebekah, Sam, Tabea and 
Josh attend.  The school move is the culmination of years of 
fundraising and months of work; there is great joy in finally be-
ing in a purpose-built building with a long-term lease (the last 
school site was a renovated carpet factory and we negotiated 
contracts with three different landlords owning different parts 
on an annual basis).  We continue to be grateful that our chil-
dren are happy to be here.  We have an increasingly urgent 
need for English and History teachers for August onwards … 
contact us for more information. 
The BMS Action Team, that Debbie has been supervising, is 
into their last month in Nepal.  They have been fantastic and, 
as always, it is a privilege to see the growth that has taken 
place in their lives as well as the impact they have had on their 
work placements.  Debbie is also coming into the last leg of her 
MSc and will be helping INF examine some of its organisation-
al HR practices, such as performance appraisal, as part of her 
dissertation research; looking particularly at how Western mod-
els can be implemented effectively in a Nepali context.  The 
hope is that it is helpful for the organisation (as well as meeting 
the degree requirements!).   
Meanwhile Chris remains busy running the INF office in Kath-
mandu and supporting those managing the projects.  We are 
thankful that the situation with the government has been easier 
recently which has enabled him to concentrate on other things; 
particularly supporting the Nepali leaders in INF.  Please keep 
praying for this.  Please continue to pray for us that we can live 
effectively for God in Nepal and that whether we cross paths   
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with high-level government officials or individuals looked down 
on by the society around them, we can faithfully love, serve and 
give of ourselves.  
With our love and thanks,  
Debbie and Chris  
PS: You can follow both BMS World Mission and INF on Face-
book for regular updates!  If you would like to support Chris and 
Debbie by prayer and committed regular giving, visit bmsworld-
mission.org/partners or call 01235 517617 for a 24:7 Partners 
leaflet.  
 
And now Judy’s Jotting – Feb-Mar 2018 (We recently part-
nered with Judy Cook and this is our first letter from her; she 
founded and runs the Hope Home for children in Chiang Mai in 
Thailand.) 
 
Dear friends 
January /February were the months of visitors.  In February we 
received over 80 people for various lengths of time ... all great 
and welcome but does make for a hectic life whilst trying to 
keep some normality for the children and staff. We are delight-
ed to have Helen, a physiotherapist from the UK here and she 
is working her magic on Wichai who is making significant 
moves forwards. Hope Home has been so blessed by all the 
people who visit and help us. Thank you for your part in facilitat-
ing this. I will list visitors and their special roles here but please 
forgive me if I miss anyone out!   
Petra came for 3 weeks and took on the awesome task of sew-
ing labels into all the children’s clothes!  An international school 
in Bangkok sent 50 … yes 50 students to us for 3 days, plus 
teacher supervision and split into 2 groups thankfully.  These 
students were fantastic and got stuck into various tasks includ-
ing painting our outside property walls, plus a wonderful space 
themed mural, two painted shoe racks and a bike stand, and on 
top a new wheel chair friendly garden.  They also played with 
the children, took them on walks, played sports and music and  
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craft activities with them.  They want to come back next year 
and are truly welcome!  A further 6 young ladies from America 
on the World Race scheme spent 3 weeks with us … one 
painted a beautiful mural on the wall of our tortoise house 
(sadly only one out of two alive now), the rest alternated be-
tween playing with the children and doing essential administra-
tion for us – like sifting through and filing all photographs from 
2017!  We have another group coming in April and are excited 
at the input they provide in terms of help and encouragement 
to the staff as well as the children.  5 students from Payap Uni-
versity in Chiang Mai came for a day’s community service ... 
they painted more walls (we have a lot thankfully!) and did mu-
sic activities with the children - and now John 3.v.16 adorns 
the front porch in Thai and English.  Also a doctor from Vi-
etnam visited for a few days to help and advise, and there 
were many more people who popped in!  At the end of the 
month Helen, Becca and I were ‘peopled out’ nice as everyone 
was … but we are recovered and ready for more!  You are al-
ways welcome!!  
 
Joy is doing incredibly well with both her tracheotomy and G 
tube and both have had planned and unplanned changes – in 
the midst of the chaos Joy pulled out her own G-tube so a 
dash to the hospital happened, but all okay now.  All the chil-
dren and staff have had bad fevers, coughs and colds as the 
weather heats up significantly – we have managed to treat 
everyone from home thankfully though Joy pushes it to the lim-
it in her own special way.  We continue to wait for Gai’s adop-
tion to proceed and are praying in families for Amos and Bow 
in particular.  Tada continues to be home schooled since his 
accident but we hope to try him at the same school as Bow 
and Gai next term and hope and pray he can pass the inter-
view to get in ... he has an innate naughtiness in him which is 
endearing but probably not helpful in a classroom setting.  He 
is currently attending 3 weeks of an OT camp on a daily basis 
and is getting a little better – so we are hopeful.  Little Amos 
will start at Bow and Gai’s school next term too – so the morn-
ings at Hope Home can be truly focused on the physiotherapy  
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needs of the children like Phil, Joy, Sam and Wichai.  We have 
almost set up our sensory room now too and think this will be of 
great help to all the children but especially Sam and Choppy who 
have very intense sensory needs.  Helen, Becca and I have been 
having fun in the evenings getting the various parts ready for this.  
  
Staff at Hope Home have been working really hard as ever and 
tolerated the chaos of new people around for a lot of the days 
last month.  It is pretty disruptive for them.  One staff member 
chose to leave after being with us for 7 years and she is now 
seeking work in Bangkok.  Roma was Joy’s special care giver so 
she is sorely missed by her, and by me since she also helped 
care for at nights at my house.  If in a few months’ time she feels 
better in herself and is rested and restored she may return in 
some capacity, especially with Joy rather than all Hope Home 
children.  Pray for her restoration.  God is so good though and 
his timing is perfect – so we now have two staff members trialling 
working here.  One is a Burmese lady called SoSo, and she is 
very gentle and kind to the children and manages without signifi-
cant language just now ... Thai will come soon enough.  The oth-
er lady is also of ethnic minority grouping and is older, 51 years 
to be exact, so brings a solid maturity with her and is a strong 
Christian lady recently widowed and seeking a place for work 
and housing where she can serve God through her service to 
others.  She is called Khun Oi, and is a relative of someone we 
know from my contacts at CAM and Baan Sabaay.  So we are 
truly blessed – though the staff house accommodation is now 
bursting at the seams.  
 
Hope Home registration process continues …still at a slow 
pace ... waiting on something?!  At least all the paperwork is now 
at the CAM office so we are one step forwards along the way.  
CAM folks are working nonstop too and we pass each other 
briefly in the office each week.  They are tired but committed to 
their work and I love being a part of this team.  Kathryn Smith is 
now here in Chiang Mai doing more language study and then she 
too will be joining me at CAM and Baan Sabaay.  She also lives 
in the same village, though we don’t see that much of each other  
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yet.  Kathryn joined me at a CAM training day on how to care for 
the sick and elderly at home, given to church and community 
leaders.  This was a day of first looking at what the Bible says 
and demonstrates about the way to care for others, and then 
practical application in a fun way including wheelchair training, 
bed baths and much more. 
 
Finally I am booked to come home on Home Assignment from 1st 
July to mid-September in 2018.  If your church wants to fit in a 
visit I am attaching a sheet of the booked dates*, so please look 
to see where is nearest or get in touch with me if nothing there 
works.  I would love to be able to come and share with those of 
you who have faithfully prayed and supported me, BMS, Hope 
Home and CAM.  I will be based in Redditch with my parents so 
any localish places I am also happy for midweek events rather 
than the weekends.  Anyways – all for now but best wishes and 
love to you.   
 
Many many thanks for your prayers and support and encourage-
ment … we really do feel it here! 
Judy 
(*As we have only recently partnered with Judy, her home as-
signment bookings were already in place.  She will be nearest to 
us in Northampton on Sunday 9th September at Abbey Centre 
Baptist Church -10.45 am service.) 
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Many, many thanks for your prayers and support and encour-
agement … we really do feel it here! 
Judy 
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(*As we have only recently partnered with Judy, her home as-
signment bookings were already in place.  She will be nearest 
to us in Northampton on Sunday 9th September at Abbey Centre 
Baptist Church -10.45 am service.) 
  
Central Baptist Association compile a prayer link of Baptist Churches 

in Hertfordshire.  Below are the churches for the month of May: 
 
6th May: Croxley Green Baptist Church, Watford, - Rev. Da-
vid Gregory. 
Life and mission here in Croxley is thriving, although like so 
many churches we could do with more people in all our teams. 
From May of this year our Senior Minister, Dave Gregory is to 
be the Baptist Union President, and we are excited about what 
he will bring to the role, and how his involvement nationally will 
stretch and encourage us.  
Please pray that we will rise to the challenge and keep going in 
all our attempts to reach our community.  
 
13th May: Harefield Baptist Church, Ware, - Rev. Ruth Gook-
ey.  
We have been praying as a church about what next steps the 
Lord may have for us in terms of ministry, particularly among 
children and young people. We run Messy Church together with 
the village Anglican Church and over the past few months this 
has become very popular. We are looking at how to move this 
on and invite people to become part of our wider church com-
munities.  
We have two 'taster' Sunday services planned for May – one at 
each church. Please pray for these – and also that God would 
continue to bless and protect the relationships between the 
churches in Harefield. 
Our witness speaks loudly in a community like Harefield – peo-
ple notice how we get on!  
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20th May: Dagnall Street Baptist Church, - Rev. Simon Carver.  
We give thanks to God for all the benefits we have as a fellow-
ship of believers here in St Albans. We pray for strength, wisdom 
and inspiration in our task of realising our full potential amongst 
our local community. Recent changes in worship patterns are 
being explored and we ask for sensitivity as we review and de-
velop them. 
Help us to strengthen the links being forged amongst the City 
centre churches, and particularly for Simon’s responsibilities as 
Free Church Chaplain at the Abbey.  
 
27th May: North Bushey Free Baptist Church, - Rev. Fiona 
Penny. 
North Bushey has been through a time of challenge in the last 
year with an attempt at a church merge that divided the church 
meeting. As a result we’re in a time of change, some grief and 
hopefully healing.  
Please pray for the future not just of North Bushey Baptist 
Church but the witness of all three churches in this area. We 
want to be effective at reaching out and introducing people to 
Jesus.  
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TWAM COLLECTION  
WEDNESDAY 30th MAY 
 
The next TWAM, (Tools With A Mission), collection 
of tools and equipment will be on Wednesday 30th 

May.  If you can arrange for items to be brought to the lower 
hall on that day between 12 mid-day and 7pm, we would be 
delighted.  If you need help with items, please contact me or 
Trevor Oakley.  A current list of items needed by TWAM can be 
found elsewhere in this magazine.   
 
TWAM is a Christian charity enabling people to earn a living 
and support themselves.  In countries where people have few 
skills, little education and no means of earning a living, a switch 
from aid dependency to self-sufficiency is impossible without 
help.  Started over 30 years ago, TWAM gives help where it is 
needed most, by collecting and refurbishing unwanted tools and 
equipment and sending them as kits to development projects 
overseas. 
 
Based in Ipswich, Suffolk, with refurbishment centres around 
the country, tons of equipment are sent overseas each year.  
With the help and dedication of many volunteers, many more 
people have been given hope for the future. 
  
Mike Griffin, Chief Executive of TWAM, writes in the recent 
Spring edition of TWAM News:- 
 
“Welcome to the Spring edition of TWAM News.  Our theme is 
the challenge and call to defeat the Poverty Thief.  I have per-
sonally seen too much of his work and the oppressive hold pov-
erty can have on an individual and a community.  Thankfully I 
have also seen the small spark of hope begin to light up a face 
as someone dares to believe that life can be better.  Our tools 
offer that spark of hope and it is a privi 
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TWAM COLLECTION  
WEDNESDAY 30th MAY 
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lege to see the Poverty Thief retreating from a life and com-
munity because of the ministry of Tools with a Mission.”   
(You can read more about how the Poverty Thief is chang-
ing lives in the Spring 2018 edition of TWAM News, on line 
at twam.co.uk or copies in the carousel in Cross Street.)  

        
 

TOOLS WITH A MISSION 
 

Chris Penn 
 
 

Tools with a Mission  
 

COLLECTION 
 

Dagnall Street Baptist Church 
 

Please bring your items to the Church 
Hall on 

Wednesday 30th May between 12 mid-
day & 7pm. 

                                                                
 
THESE ARE THE TOOLS WE NEED 

 
All types of Hand Tools: 
                                                                                                                             
CARPENTRY 
MOTOR MECHANICS:- incl. jacks and ramps 
BUILDERS, ELECTRICIANS AND PLUMBING 
ENGINEERING 
ELECTRIC POWER TOOLS:- 
DRILLS, SANDERS, PLANERS, LATHES, SAWS.  
SEWING MACHINES 
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KNITTING MACHINES 
(must be complete) 
DESKTOP & LAPTOP 
COMPUTERS                                                                                                  
SEWING AND CRAFT 
ITEMS    
GARDEN FORKS, 
SPADES, HOES, RAKES,  
PETROL LAWNMOWERS 
& STRIMMERS. 
SLEDGE HAMMERS, 

PICK AXES. 
EDUCATIONAL TEXT BOOKS 
ADULT MOUNTAIN BIKES (no child bikes)  
MANUAL TYPEWRITERS 
  
  
Please do not bring, glass jars, gas bottles, 
electric hedgecutters and manual lawnmowers  
TWAM collect, refurbish and sort tools into individual 
trade kits to support people and communities across Af-
rica. 
 
Chris Penn 
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CHRISTIAN AID PROJECT 
Supporting Children Affected by HIV/Aids  

in Kenya 
A big thankyou for your Gift Day contributions which totaled 
£1,515, (excluding gift aid.) 

A reminder of some forthcoming events in support of this pro-
ject.   

• On Friday evening 25th May at the Conservative Club in 
Hatfield Road, will be a fund-raising Quiz night.  We always 
have good fun at these events and remember the winner is 
not necessarily the team who gains the highest marks!  Tick-
ets are £5 and a buffet is included.  Proceedings start at 
8.00pm. 

• On Sunday afternoon, 3rd June starting at 4.00pm in the 
Cross Street Centre, we are planning a Skype link with John 
Kitui, Christian Aid’s Kenya Country Manager based in Nairo-
bi, together with representatives of CA’s project partners in 
Kenya. 
 
• Quorum Singers are holding an African based concert in 

the church on Saturday evening 7th July, with all pro-
ceeds supporting the project. 

We look forward to welcoming as many friends as possible at 
these events.  A recent update fact sheet is available in the 
Cross Street Centre carousel. 
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THY KINGDOM COME  
10th to 20th May 2018 

An invitation from the Bishop of Hertford: 
 
“In 2017, across the globe, churches from 85 coun-
tries got involved including over 50 denominations - 
Catholic, Pentecostal, Salvation Army, Methodist, 
Baptist, the Redeemed Christian Church of God and 
many more.  
 
The greatest contribution that any of us can make is 
to encourage our churches to join together in the ten 
days of prayer between Ascension and Pentecost, 
asking our people to pray for those they know to 
come to know Christ.  But also: 
 
1. Firstly, please may I invite you to participate in the 
Beacon Celebration at St Albans Cathedral on Pente-
cost Sunday (20th May, 6.30 p.m.) and invite others 
to join you?  
 
2. Secondly, we would love to put together an ecu-
menical team of ‘Thy Kingdom Come Welcomers’ for 
the Pentecost Beacon Celebration at St Albans Ca-
thedral on Sunday 20th May. “ 
 
If the thought of being an ecumenical welcomer at-
tracts you, please get in touch with Simon. 
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Felden Lodge 
  
  
  
  
 

Church Family Outing 
  

There will be a sign up list for Felden Lodge in the Ves-
tibule from mid May for those of you wishing to join in 

the Family day on Sunday September 2nd . 
  

I will need to know numbers, so please sign up with me 
as soon as you can. It would be lovely to have families 
and young children join us and please invite a guest if 

you wish.  
  

Numbers are limited at about 65 and the cost will be 
£20 per adult, which includes a buffet lunch and after-
noon tea and cake. Children under 16 go free. Please 

have a quiet chat with me if cost is an issue. 
  

Once again a Sunny Day is on order  
I have my List at the ready! 

  
         Flo   
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           CHURCH & CENTRE ROOM BOOKINGS 
  
To contact Danny Smith regarding Church and Centre room 
booking enquiries: 
  
Tel:  01727 568162 (new number) 
email: bookings@dsbc.org.uk 

            Monday Table Tennis/ Games            
                    Club       
 
We meet every Monday from 10.30am till 
1pm in the main Hall 
Table Tennis – Snooker – Pool – Carpet 
Bowls – Chess – Draughts and  

other table games.    
Refreshments available in the Cross St 
Centre Cafe 
 
All are welcomed for a time of fun and fel-
lowship 
 
               Trevor Oakley 

DAYCARE 
  
Daycare meets every Tuesday during school term time, at 
the Age Concern Centre, St  Peters Street.  If you know 
of anyone who would like to come along for lunch and 
companionship please contact Jessie Blair on email: 
jessieblair37@gmail.com. 
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                                 FELLOWSHIP LUNCH 
  

The Fellowship Lunch this month will be held on Thursday, 17th  
May at 12.30pm in the Cross Street Café. 
   
Everyone is welcome. 
  
Diane Graham 
  

              WHO LET THE DAD’S OUT!! 
  

No date has been given for May.  Please see advertising.  
  
  

                  KNITTING GROUP 
  
The knitting group will meet on Tuesday, 15th May, in 
Cross Street from 11am—12.30pm and welcomes any-
one who would like to join with us.  Some bring their 

own knitting or crochet projects whilst other knit and crochet for 
the charity ‘Knit for Peace’. 
  
Judy Pendal 

                                  SCRABBLE CLUB 
  
Scrabble Club will be held on Tuesday 8th and 
Tuesday 22nd May at 2.30pm in the Cross Street 
Centre. 
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Christian Aid Events 
 

Christian Aid Week 
 
This year the door-to-door collection week is Sunday 13th to 
Saturday 19th May. 
 
As usual, we are looking for people to deliver envelopes at the 
beginning of the week and/or collect envelopes at the end of the 
week. Any extra help would be much appreciated. 
 
Also, to correct the confusion last year, please make all cheques 
payable to “Christian Aid”. 
Thanking you all in advance. 
 
Christian Aid Quiz 
 
This is on Friday 25th May. 
 
As in previous years, this will be at the Conservative Club 57 
Hatfield Road St Albans AL1 4JE. It is 19:30 for a 20:00 start 
with the questions provided by Radio Verulam’s Ian Rogers. 
The cost will be £5 per person and will include refreshments. All 
proceeds go to Christian Aid. 
 
Please form a team and come along to support this event. 
 
Colin Owen 
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PARTY 
 
Oh Arthur, they’re coming! 
The party’s begun - 
How d’you do, Miss Montgomery, 
Hello, Mr Dunn. 
Do you know Major Wimble. 
Sir Christopher Cook? 
What fun, darling Dorothy, 
How lovely you look! 
Sir Wincanton Pluggley  
Mrs Borridge. (Oh hell - 

Oh Arhtur, Cousin Caroline’s 
Turned up as well.) 

Mrs Mostyn and Mavis, 
The Vicar, John Drew. 
Hello Cousin Caroline! 
How nice to see you. 

 
So glad you could come 

How good of you to spare 
The time 

For its just  
An informal affair. 

 
Hello, Colonel Saxby, 
Miss Bell, Mr Stone. 

(Arthur, look—Cousin Caroline’s 
Dancing alone!) 

 
How nice, Lady Bley, 

Professor Crumb Teazle. 
And how is Bombay? 

Oh here’s Mrs Buzbee 
And Alderman Clews 

(Arthur, now she is waltzing 
Without any shoes!) 
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Mrs Biscuit, John Wilby, 
(Don’t look—near the door. 

Oh Arthur, Cousin Caroline’s 
Full length on the floor.) 

 
So glad you could come 

How good of you to spare 
The time 

For it’s just  
An informal affair. 

 
(I’m under control now, 

Not making a fuss. 
Let’s pretend she isn’t related to us.) 

Hello, Mrs Pomfret 
And Councillor Bruce 

And Dr Smith Wellerby 
And Matron—how nice. 
(Oh heavens—a silence, 

They’re all in a ring. 
Oh Arthur, Cousin Caroline 

Is starting to sing!) 
 

Joyce Grenfell 
(Taken from Evergreen  a book lent to me by John Mills) 
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THE MINISTRY OF ELDERS 
 

Nowadays, when the members of a Church refer to ‘the ministry, 
they are usually found to be thinking of one man only—The Pas-
tor.  This is both untrue and misleading.  For the whole commu-
nity is the Body of Christ called to continue His ministry on earth, 
and each member is endowed with a gift ‘unto the work of minis-
tering’ (Eph 4:7-12).  It should, therefore, be our prayer and pur-
pose that each member ‘in his vocation and ministry may truly 
and gladly serve Thee’.  The ministry then, of a living church is 
bound to be rich, diverse and many-sided; for the Holy Spirit re-
veals Himself in variety, and there are many differing functions.  
Much of this ministry both within the community of Christ, and in 
the life of the world, will not be associated with any OFFICE; is 
the charismatic ministry of gifts, we also find in the Churches of 
the New Testament an official ministry within each local Church.  
For the Church as a community must needs have recognised 
officers and leaders, and these too are gifted and appointed by 
the Spirit.  But inasmuch as they are overseers of the local 
Church as a whole, they must also be recognised and set apart 
by the Church.  This official ministry within each Church consist-
ed of the Elders (also called Bishops or Pastors) and the Dea-
cons. 
 
The Elders were responsible for the pastoral oversight, and 
there were always a number of them in each Church.  They 
were all equal Co-Pastors whose task was ’to take heed unto all 
the flock’ and ’to feed the Church of God’. (Acts 20:28).  Now 
why have we allowed the court of Elders to disappear from our 
Churches?   Why have we allowed the burdens of the Pastoral 
office to fall upon one man, instead of a team?  Why do we re-
tain the court of Deacons and discard the court of Elders? 
 
Now there are certain solid advantages in returning to the New 
Testament order, and restoring the court of Elders or Co-
Pastors.  No one man is capable, especially nowadays with the 
increased demands of life, of fulfilling all the functions of the  
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Pastoral office in any Church.  The one Pastor has to se-
lect his activities, to the neglect of others, with an Elderate 
these burdens are shared.  The writer, for example, is one 
of a court of four Elders.  One of these spends all her time 
in visitation, and is known as the Visiting Elder; a second 
one (a man young in years but rich in faith and experience) 
is overseer of the Youth Work of the Church;  a third one is 
responsible for all women's work;  a fourth one, to be ap-
pointed, will be responsible for evangelism.  Now it is obvi-
ous that four people can do more work than one, and pro-
vided the one does not therefore slack (!), more work will 
be taken on and done. 
 
For the Pastor or Presiding Elder, it also means a much 
richer fellowship in Pastoral work.  The Church is intended 
to be a community, and this principle of corporate life 
should be manifested in the ministry also.  It is intended to 
be not a lone-wolf job, but team work.  When the team 
leader goes (i.e. moves to another Church) the Pastoral 
office and work continues without any interruption.  There 
is great need for such a personal local ministry.  But it may 
be objected, does not the court of Deacons meet the re-
quirements?  The answer surely is—no!  The job of the 
Deacon (no less honourable and necessary) is quite differ-
ent, and the qualifications are different.  Finance, fabric, 
business administration require one kind of gift—the cure 
of souls another.  Experience confirms that if the functions 
of the Elders are left to the Deacons, they tend to be 
crowded out by ‘practical matters’ or simply overlooked 
and ignored. 
 
Many a Minister today is in the position of Moses as de-
scribed in the Book of Numbers, chapter 11.  The Divine 
answer to his complaint ‘Why layest Thou the burden of all 
this people upon me’, was the appointment of the seventy 
Elders.  A shared burden, a corporate ministry is the  
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Divine order for the Church in all ages. 
 
The Revd. S F Winward 
Taken from the Church Magazine July 1947 

Christina Rossetti, in her poem ‘A Dumb Friend’, likened 
human friendship to her binding attachment to an ever-
green tree which she had planted when both were young.  
From her window she had watched it grow and weather the 
seasons over many years. 
 
She had sat beneath its protective, shady boughs, watched 
its movements in the ‘tender winds’ and ‘ratting gale’, and 
noted its ageing when ‘silvered by the frost’.  This ‘faithful 
pleasant friend’ now towered above her, and grew, she 
wrote, with her growth  and was strengthened by her 
strength and, without speaking: ‘It seems a very friend to 
me, in all my secrets wise.’ 
 
Strong and silent friends, like the tree, are reliably ever pre-
sent to share both fortune and misfortune, as I was remind-
ed by Mark Rutherford’s words about his friends: ‘It is al-
ways the unspoken, the unconscious which is their reality 
to me.’  Roberta Israeloff remarked: ‘Silence and  distances 
are woven into the texture of every true friendship.’ 
 
Life without friendship is like the sky without the sun. 
 
Taken from the friendship book lent to me by John 
Mills 
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Bereavement Matters 
St Albans & District Bereavement Net-
work is one of the local charities which 
we support through Planned Mission 
Giving.  They wrote recently enclosing 
their latest brochure explaining their ser-
vices which include: 
  

• Telephone Helpline 
• Children’s and Young People’s Service 
• Visiting & Buddy Service 
• Counselling Service 
• Group Activities 
• Information Resource 
  
They also wish to organise an ‘Introduction to Working with 
the Bereaved’ training course – a series of workshops for vol-
unteers within church groups who provide support to bereaved 
adults.  The training will consist of 3 – 4 sessions of about 2 
hours and the cost will be approximately £100 per person. 
Anyone interested in any of the above can contact St Albans & 
District Bereavement Network at: 31 Catherine Street, AL3 5BJ, 
tel: 01727 841841 or email: help@sabn.org.uk  
  
Chris Penn 
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                 MAY BIRTHDAYS 

1st - Geoff Ashmore 
9th - Olly Branch 

28th - Roslyn Prowse and Joyce Bishop 
 

For Pentecost 
 

(NB.  RUACH is the Hebrew word for wind, breath 
and Spirit.) 

 
We are born of one another, 

the earth, the stars, God, 
who spoke everything into being 

with his breath. 
 

Ruach enfolds all things, 
invades all things, 

 enables connection 
with all that is . 

 
When silence speaks 

eternity trysts with time; 
We hear, we dance, 

We sing. 
 

Happy Birthday to every one born in May. 

Linda Williams 
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DATE FOR COPY FOR THE JUNE ISSUE 

MAY 17th 
 

I hope everyone made the most of the couple of beautiful 
sunny days that we have had in April.  It was so nice to feel 
the warm sun on the face and mow the grass in the warmth 
without being rained on. 
 
Jan has returned from her family holiday in Cape Town and 
Nathan, her son, will be back for a short while sometime this 
week.  Although Jan will be off to Lanzarote for her bike 
training in preparation for races later on this year. 
 
It was my Australian grandsons’ birthday on the 16th.  He 
was three years old.  He is heavily into dinosaurs so as he is 
going into a proper bed I sent a duvet set with dinosaurs 
printed on it.  I also sent dinosaur shaped soft cushions and 
stickers for the wall.  As you can imagine he wasn’t that in-
terested in the bedding when he opened it.  But his mum 
loved it.  He did like the dinosaur stickers and the shaped 
cushions.  But it was all overshadowed by a present from his 
Uncle James which was a lorry car transporter.  I could see 
why that was more interesting to him.  But the bedding will 
be useful!  As Sydney was having a particularly hot April 
they were off to the cinema to see Peter Rabbit rather than 
going to the beach for the day—the 16th was also ANZAC 
day. 
 
I’ve recently spoken to Laura and Dick in Austen, Texas.  
They are both well and still waiting for their house to be com-
pleted.  They wished to be remembered to everyone. 
 
Glynis 
glynis.griffiths1@gmail.com 
01462 733665 
07709 618571 
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What, When and Where May 2018 
 
Tuesday   1 Monthly Meeting for Church Members 
   Room 3 Cross Street Centre – 7.45pm 
Wednesday   2 Free Church Service in the Abbey 
                               11.00am – The Rev’d David Fleming 
                               Minister, Limbury Baptist Church, Luton.  
Saturday   5 Prayer Hour 
   10.00am Cross Street Room 5 
Tuesday   8 Bible Study Groups 
   10.30am – Cross Street Centre 
   8.00pm at the Manse 
Tuesday   8 Scrabble Club 
   2.30pm Cross Street Centre 
Saturday 12 Messy Church 
   9.15 – 11.45am Lower Hall 
Week 13-20  Christian Aid Week 
Tuesday 15 Knitting Group 
   11.00am – 12.30pm Cross Street Centre 
Thursday 17 Baptist Fellowship Lunch 
   12.30pm Cross Street Centre 
Thursday 17 Deacons’ Meeting 
   7.45pm Room 4 Cross Street Centre 
Tuesday 22 Scrabble Club 
   2.30pm Cross Street Centre 
Saturday 25 Christian Aid Project Quiz Evening 
   8.00pm Conservative Club Hatfield Road 
Wednesday 30  TWAM Tools Collection 
   12pm – 7pm Lower Hall 
 
 
Regular Events 
 
Mondays: Table tennis & Games Club 10.30am – 1.30pm Lower Hall 
Tuesdays: (term time) Daycare 10am – 2pm Age Concern St Peters Street 
Wednesdays: (term time) Toddlers 09.45am – 11.15am Lower Hall 
Fridays: (term time) TFN 6.00pm – 7.30pm Lower Hall 
Fridays: (term time) TFN (Seniors) 7.30pm – 9.00pm Lower Hall  
 
 
Sunday Services 
 
10.30am, with groups for children, every Sunday 
4.00pm Church in the Café, 1st Sunday each month 
6.30pm remaining Sundays, unless otherwise advertised 

Dagnall  Street  Baptist  Church  and  Cross  Street  Centre  Magazine  

40 

 

 

What, When and Where May 2018 
 
Tuesday   1 Monthly Meeting for Church Members 
   Room 3 Cross Street Centre – 7.45pm 
Wednesday   2 Free Church Service in the Abbey 
                               11.00am – The Rev’d David Fleming 
                               Minister, Limbury Baptist Church, Luton.  
Saturday   5 Prayer Hour 
   10.00am Cross Street Room 5 
Tuesday   8 Bible Study Groups 
   10.30am – Cross Street Centre 
   8.00pm at the Manse 
Tuesday   8 Scrabble Club 
   2.30pm Cross Street Centre 
Saturday 12 Messy Church 
   9.15 – 11.45am Lower Hall 
Week 13-20  Christian Aid Week 
Tuesday 15 Knitting Group 
   11.00am – 12.30pm Cross Street Centre 
Thursday 17 Baptist Fellowship Lunch 
   12.30pm Cross Street Centre 
Thursday 17 Deacons’ Meeting 
   7.45pm Room 4 Cross Street Centre 
Tuesday 22 Scrabble Club 
   2.30pm Cross Street Centre 
Saturday 25 Christian Aid Project Quiz Evening 
   8.00pm Conservative Club Hatfield Road 
Wednesday 30  TWAM Tools Collection 
   12pm – 7pm Lower Hall 
 
 
Regular Events 
 
Mondays: Table tennis & Games Club 10.30am – 1.30pm Lower Hall 
Tuesdays: (term time) Daycare 10am – 2pm Age Concern St Peters Street 
Wednesdays: (term time) Toddlers 09.45am – 11.15am Lower Hall 
Fridays: (term time) TFN 6.00pm – 7.30pm Lower Hall 
Fridays: (term time) TFN (Seniors) 7.30pm – 9.00pm Lower Hall  
 
 
Sunday Services 
 
10.30am, with groups for children, every Sunday 
4.00pm Church in the Café, 1st Sunday each month 
6.30pm remaining Sundays, unless otherwise advertised 


