
DAGNALL STREET BAPTIST CHURCH AND  
CROSS  STREET CENTRE ST ALBANS 

MAGAZINE     September 2018 

 

DAGNALL STREET BAPTIST CHURCH AND  
CROSS  STREET CENTRE ST ALBANS 

MAGAZINE     September 2018 

 

DAGNALL STREET BAPTIST CHURCH AND  
CROSS  STREET CENTRE ST ALBANS 

MAGAZINE     September 2018 

 

DAGNALL STREET BAPTIST CHURCH AND  
CROSS  STREET CENTRE ST ALBANS 

MAGAZINE     September 2018 

 

DAGNALL STREET BAPTIST CHURCH AND  
CROSS  STREET CENTRE ST ALBANS 

MAGAZINE     September 2018 

 

DAGNALL STREET BAPTIST CHURCH AND  
CROSS  STREET CENTRE ST ALBANS 

MAGAZINE     September 2018 

 

DAGNALL STREET BAPTIST CHURCH AND  
CROSS  STREET CENTRE ST ALBANS 

MAGAZINE     September 2018 

 

DAGNALL STREET BAPTIST CHURCH AND  
CROSS  STREET CENTRE ST ALBANS 

MAGAZINE     September 2018 

 



Dagnall  Street  Baptist  Church  and  Cross  Street  Centre  Magazine  

2 

 

Minister: Rev Simon J Carver, MA, BSc, - 01727 854041 
Associate Minister: Rev. Jonny Fillis  07833 996123  
  

Church Secretary: Chris Penn—01727 864116 
  

Finance Deacon: Trevor Oakley—01727 752732 
  

Property: Ray Saunders – 01727 830260 
  

Site Manager and Caretaker: David Hobbs – 01727 760623 

Cross Street: 01727 846891  
  

Charity Registration Number: 1127791 

 SEPTEMBER 2018—SERVICE PLAN 

  10.30am 6.30pm 

September 2nd 
All good gifts around us … 

James 1.17-27 
Communion 

 

Felden Lodge 
NB There will be no service 

at Dagnall Street 

September 9th 
No favouritism 

James 2.1-10, (11-13),14-
17 

 

A Strange Anointing 
Luke 7:36-50 

September 16th Taming the Tongue 
James 3.1-12 

And who do you say that I 
am? 

Mark 8.27-38 
Communion 

 

September 23rd Church4Everyone 
Harvest 

Resist the Devil 
James 3.13–4.3, 7-8a 

 

September 30th The Prayer of Faith 
James 5.13-20 

Revd Graham Clarke 
with Marshalswick 

 

Notes for all sermons are available online at  www.dsbc.org.uk or 
from the minister in person 
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Dear Friends 
Even as a child I have always enjoyed the 
beginning of September. It probably will 
lead to a detraction of ‘cool points’ but I 
was usually ready for the 8-week (in 
Northern Ireland) summer holidays to be 
over and for school to start back. My en-
joyment didn’t come from a great love for 
school, but rather because of the return to 
routine. I’ve always been a creature of 
habit and I enjoyed the certainty of school, football, Boy’s Bri-
gade, Youth Fellowship etc. Variety might be the spice of life, 
but habit is the main course. 
I think we often underestimate the power routine and habit has 
in shaping who we are and how we live in this world. We make 
thousands of decisions each day and although we like to think 
of ourselves as intelligent autonomous individuals who ration-
ally consider our options before choosing our path, the reality 
is somewhat different.  For, in the overwhelming majority of 
cases, our decisions are made instantaneously through habit-
shaped instinct, with occasional rational justification coming 
after the fact. 
This understanding of what shapes us and how we make deci-
sions has had a big impact on how I view Ministry. For if my 
goal is to bring people into an experience and encounter with 
the divine, with God, and for that encounter to be truly trans-
formative, then intellectual arguments and one-off moments 
are unlikely to cut it. One hour on a Sunday is unlikely to make 
a big impact. What I need to do is to equip and encourage 
people to develop holy habits, regular patterns, that will enable 
this to happen. I haven’t quite figured out how to do this, but 
perhaps this letter will act as a start. 
So, as September begins and the heat of summer burns away, 
as the days become shorter and the colours around us start to  
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change and the natural world begins to feel slower, take a mo-
ment as routine returns and ask yourself what habits do I want 
to develop this Autumn? Who do I want to be? How do I want 
to live? And what habits might get me there? 
On a related note, one individual who will be learning lots of 
new habits this Autumn is Catriona Carver who I am delighted 
to announce is our new Cross Street Café Team Leader. 
Make sure to make kindness to her one of your habits as she 
adjusts to the role! Let her know what you have always appre-
ciated about Cross Street, and perhaps what you would like it 
to become. She’ll do great! 
God Bless 
 

Jonny    
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Saturday 15th Septem-
ber  10.30am – 

12.30pm 
 
“So, who is my neighbour?” 
a man once asked Jesus. A 
strange question, one might 
think, as surely the man 

ought to have known that his neighbours were that 
nice couple who moved next door from Nazareth 
with their two children. But this wasn’t what the man 
wanted to know. He wanted to know how far the 
command to love his neighbour extended. And so 
Jesus told him a story that began …  
 
A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, 
when he was attacked by robbers. 
 
And so Jesus gave us the character of the Good 
Samaritan! 
 
If you’ve not been before, Messy Church is a fun 
way in which families with children can come to-
gether to take part in games, crafts and joining in 
some action songs. 
 

Please note that our timings are different this 
month as breakfast is out … but a light lunch is 

in. 
 
Come along at 9.15am and stay for the morning! 
 

5 

  September 2018 

 

 

Saturday 15th Septem-
ber  10.30am – 

12.30pm 
 
“So, who is my neighbour?” 
a man once asked Jesus. A 
strange question, one might 
think, as surely the man 

ought to have known that his neighbours were that 
nice couple who moved next door from Nazareth 
with their two children. But this wasn’t what the man 
wanted to know. He wanted to know how far the 
command to love his neighbour extended. And so 
Jesus told him a story that began …  
 
A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, 
when he was attacked by robbers. 
 
And so Jesus gave us the character of the Good 
Samaritan! 
 
If you’ve not been before, Messy Church is a fun 
way in which families with children can come to-
gether to take part in games, crafts and joining in 
some action songs. 
 

Please note that our timings are different this 
month as breakfast is out … but a light lunch is 

in. 
 
Come along at 9.15am and stay for the morning! 
 



Dagnall  Street  Baptist  Church  and  Cross  Street  Centre  Magazine  

6 

 

Pastor’s News 
 

A brief update on a number of items that might be of interest to 
the congregation and the wider readership of the magazine. 
 
Bible Studies 
We will be meeting for Bible Study on 11th Sep-
tember at 10.30am in Cross Street and 8.00pm 
at the Manse. Having last month looked at how 
we might wrestle with ethical issues and specifi-
cally abortion, this month we will be looking at eu-
thanasia.  
 
Church Anniversary – 7th October 2018 10,30am 
The preacher for this year’s Church Anniversary service will be 
the Revd Dr Paul Goodliff. Paul has visited us a number of times 
from when he was the Regional Minister for our Association. 
Paul is now the General Secretary of Churches Together in Eng-
land.  

 
Reflections on Trump’s America 
Church in the Café – 7th October 2018 4.00pm 
I am writing this before Catriona and I leave for our 
Grand Tour of the USA. One of the purposes of the 

trip is to get a first-hand sense of how Americans 
hold politics and faith together. By the time you 

read this, we will be back in St Albans. I hope that  
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you will join me on this afternoon as I’m ready to share what I’ve 
learned. 
 
Premier Radio – 13th September 
If you can’t wait until 7th October, I will be talking about my trip on 
Premier Christian Radio in the Breakfast Show. 
 
High Street Rickmansworth Baptist Church 
I am delighted that the members at Rickmansworth have called the 
Revd Gareth Garland as their minister, I will be attending a wel-
come service for Gareth on the morning of 9th September. 
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PASTORAL PRAYERS 

The following people would benefit from our 
prayers: 

 
Elspeth Mackenzie, Pip Lyall and her family, 
Marie and Dennis Rowson, Brian Branch, Rog-
er Prowse, Bill Allen, Bryan Pendal, Geoff & Ali-
son Ashmore, Stuart Turnball, David Hance. 

 
Please also remember Simon & family over the 
recent loss of his mother & Margaret Taylor fol-

lowing the loss of her father. 
 

"You are my rock in times of trouble, 
You lift me up when I fall down. 

All through the storm your love is my an-
chor. 

My hope is in you alone." 

Jill Potter 
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The Ministers, Simon and Jonny, and members of the 
Pastoral Team are always happy to make appoint-
ments to visit, talk or pray with you. This can take 
place in your home, at Cross Street or at our homes at 
your convenience and at mutually convenient times. 
  
Marjorie and Leslie Jones (01727 841845)), Liz Blight 
(07884 431051) and Sue Owen (01727 867784) are 
also active members of the Pastoral Team. 
  
Simon, Jonny and the team hope you will notify them 
of anybody who you think may be ill, lonely or who 
needs help. 
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      HARTVEST FESTIVAL 
          23rd September 
 
On Sunday 23 September we will be cele-
brating Harvest Festival.   As in previous 
years we plan a token display of flowers 

and produce.    
 

On Saturday 22 we will decorate the Church and would 
be pleased to receive offers of help and also gifts of flow-
ers for the arrangements, small packets, fancy biscuits 

and cakes and bags of soft sweets which can be distrib-
uted to friends of the Church on Monday morning. 

 
 

We would also be pleased to hear from those who could 
assist on Monday morning to assemble the gift boxes 

and distribute them. 
 

Sandra 
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Colour in the picture and write a story. 
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Mission News 
 

BMS Harvest Appeal - “Life’s First Cry” 
Sunday 23rd September 

 

Our Harvest Appeal this year will support the BMS project 
“Life’s First Cry” which will help more mums and babies to sur-
vive in the remote villages in Afghanistan’s mountains. 
In Afghanistan, one in ten babies dies before their first birthday, 
and pregnancy costs many mother’s lives.  This is a horren-
dous injustice that BMS World Mission is working hard to 
change.  And when we give to “Life’s First Cry” we are helping 
BMS travel further into the mountains to teach more women 
and men the knowledge they need to save lives. 
“Life’s First Cry” is not a story people get to hear every day.  It’s 
a story about people we will never get the chance to meet face 
to face, but who have amazing stories to tell of the way BMS 
supported work has transformed their lives and their villages.  
By supporting this appeal, we can help to save the lives of hun-
dreds more babies and mothers 
We are also reminded that without God the work of BMS in Af-
ghanistan would be impossible.  So, we are also asked to pray 
for mums and dads in Afghanistan who are yet to receive the 
training they need to help their babies survive – and to pray that 
BMS will be able to reach them soon.  Also to pray for the ap-
peal, that it would be successful and enable the work to be ex-
tended around the world. 
God has given us the amazing opportunity to turn mourning into 
joy.  And our help is needed.  Look out for the special harvest 
appeal posters and special gift envelopes which will be in 
church from Sunday 23rd September, and give generously to 
this vital appeal. 
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(You will be interested to know that last years Harvest appeal, 
for Hope Home in Thailand, led by BMS’s Judy Cook, raised a 
total of £157,982.44 and was supported by 288 churches, includ-
ing us!) 
 
News from our BMS Church Partners 
 
Judy Cook Prayer letter, August 2018 
www.bmsworldmission.org/jcook 
Dear friends and family,  
I am writing this whilst home in the UK for a time of Home As-
signment and the weather is as hot here as it is back in Thailand. 
Home from home. When I left Thailand at the end of June the 
miraculous events of the rescue of the 12 boys and their football 
coach from deep in a flooded cave in Chiang Rai was unfolding. 
The world watched with baited breath, and rejoiced when all 
were rescued safely, and grieved for the one Thai diver who lost 
his life in the attempt. As the stories unfolded numerous tales of 
sacrificial giving emerged and united forces, regardless of faith 
or nationality, were evidence of the power of working together in 
unity. 11 of the boys will undertake a time as novice monks fol-
lowing this, but one of the lads, a strong Christian has taken the 
brave stand to acknowledge his faith in the living God and not 
enter the monkhood alongside his teammates. In the eyes of a 
watching world, and especially his local community this is a big 
statement of faith and trust. This young man is a challenge to 
each of us to examine our commitment to stand up and be differ-
ent.  
 
For the boys in the cave there was an anxious time of waiting, 
not even knowing if they would be found or when. Waiting is nev-
er easy is it? We at Hope Home are trying to wait patiently for  
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adoptions to go ahead on two of our precious children. As far as 
we are aware all the right paperwork is done and the families 
are ready and keen to begin their next new stage of family. Pray 
for patience for all of us in the waiting - we wait in hope confi-
dent that our God has it all in hand and all in His good timing, 
meantime we will continue to love and nurture these children in 
our very special family, preparing them for their forever families.  
  
For the boys in the cave there will be an inevitable adjustment 
to the traumatic experience so early in their young lives and that 
is never easy. For our children at Hope Home life is a continual 
adjustment, but especially for a 22 year-old young man with lim-
ited mobility and communication skills who suffered a severe 
stroke and now is trying to regain some of his previous skills. 
With the help of a BMS volunteer physiotherapist working along-
side us, bringing into the team her distinct skills we are begin-
ning to see progress – more vocalization, intentional small 
movements of his arms. This will take time and commitment by 
him and by us to work in partnership, and above all we look to 
our God to continue the healing process in his body. Praise God 
with us for these steps forwards. So as I write this I am away 
from my Thai family and colleagues, and miss them greatly but 
it is also a great joy to be home with my family here and visiting 
the churches to tell our stories first hand. Thank you for your 
welcome and support, your prayers and encouragement. Please 
consider supporting the wider work of BMS through the 24:7 
partner scheme, details of which are on the BMS website.  
 
May God bless you in amazing ways as you seek to serve Him 
wherever He has placed you at this time. May you be full of His 
peace and joy.  
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Prayer points: 
 • Ongoing health and wellbeing of the children at Hope Home and 
swift adoption processes. 
 • For the Hope Home staff – to see Jesus for themselves. 
  
Praise points: 
 • The miraculous events at the Chiang Rai caves in June/July and 
the witness to the world. 
 • For small but significant steps forwards in the health and devel-
opment of the children at Hope Home.  
  
Yours sincerely  
Judy Cook 
 
The Drew’s Prayer Letter August 2018 
 
Dear Friends,  
As we write to you, we are about to start a new school year which 
will also be our last year in Nepal; in June 2019 we plan to move to 
the UK. We always envisaged being here for either five or seven 
years and have felt a growing peace that five years is right for us. 
With all that change ahead we asked each of the family to share 
what they feel excited about, what the challenges are and how they 
would like you to pray for them. So here goes…  
 
Joshua (turning 8 in October):  I’m excited about seeing my friends 
and my new teachers. Some challenges are doing school work and 
seeing what my new teacher does. Please pray for Freddie 
(Joshua’s cousin who is in remission from cancer), people on the 
streets, the pollution and for all our churches.  
 

17 

  September 2018 

 

 

Prayer points: 
 • Ongoing health and wellbeing of the children at Hope Home and 
swift adoption processes. 
 • For the Hope Home staff – to see Jesus for themselves. 
  
Praise points: 
 • The miraculous events at the Chiang Rai caves in June/July and 
the witness to the world. 
 • For small but significant steps forwards in the health and devel-
opment of the children at Hope Home.  
  
Yours sincerely  
Judy Cook 
 
The Drew’s Prayer Letter August 2018 
 
Dear Friends,  
As we write to you, we are about to start a new school year which 
will also be our last year in Nepal; in June 2019 we plan to move to 
the UK. We always envisaged being here for either five or seven 
years and have felt a growing peace that five years is right for us. 
With all that change ahead we asked each of the family to share 
what they feel excited about, what the challenges are and how they 
would like you to pray for them. So here goes…  
 
Joshua (turning 8 in October):  I’m excited about seeing my friends 
and my new teachers. Some challenges are doing school work and 
seeing what my new teacher does. Please pray for Freddie 
(Joshua’s cousin who is in remission from cancer), people on the 
streets, the pollution and for all our churches.  
 



Dagnall  Street  Baptist  Church  and  Cross  Street  Centre  Magazine  

18 

 

Tabea (turning 10 in September):  I am excited about my last year 
at KISC (the school in Kathmandu) and about moving back to Eng-
land. Some of my challenges ahead are meeting my new teacher 
and saying goodbye to KISC. One of my best friends left last year – 
I hope that I don’t find it too hard without her. I would like people to 
pray for all the places in Nepal where people don’t have much 
money, for all the people that are helping Nepal in different ways 
and for the churches in Nepal that they can keep on expanding. 
Some things I want to add are: for KISC – that it can have enough 
teachers, for next year when we move back to the UK and for Fred-
die – that he can be completely healed.  
  
Sam (aged 13):  Things I look forward to are chilling with friends, 
doing maths with the class above as it will be challenging and inter-
esting. I also look forward (sort of) to going back to the UK and 
starting a new school. Challenges ahead are my maths IGCSE (‘I’ 
stands for ‘International’) and working towards that, new teachers 
to get used to and leaving at the end of the year, especially with 
friends. For prayer: • Rebekah’s and my IGCSEs • A good exit to 
life in Nepal • Goodbyes that are thorough and not rushed • A 
home for Frodo our dog • Less plastic pollution in Nepal and the 
world • Guidance as I develop my relationship with God • Contin-
ued teachers for KISC • A good balance between work and tech-
nology as I get my smartphone. 
  
Rebekah (aged 15):  Excited about: • Having a good last year with 
friends • Moving back to the UK. Challenges: • GCSEs! • Moving to 
the UK and saying goodbyes in Nepal  
For prayer: • Exams: to focus and work efficiently • KISC: to get 
more teachers • Family: to stay healthy, that Mum does well on her 
dissertation and that Dad doesn’t have too much work • Nepal: for 
more Christians, church growth and that people stay safe in the 
monsoon floods and landslides.  
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And finally … Thank you for supporting us!  
 
Debbie (youthful and dynamic):  As I think of the year ahead, I 
feel unsure of what it will look like for me. Some of my responsi-
bilities, such as for BMS Action Teams and my studying, are fin-
ishing so there is potential for new things, like using my study 
findings to help INF develop their organisation. I will continue to 
chair the KISC governing board (overseeing our international 
school of 200 students and a Nepali teacher training pro-
gramme). The school faces many challenges and I need wis-
dom in leading the board. It is a privilege to live in Nepal, along-
side our Nepali neighbours and colleagues, sharing their lives. 
Sometimes I feel a little weary of living and working in a culture 
and language that is not my own; not being totally able to ex-
press myself in Nepali, and I would like to see God’s strength 
more in my weakness there. Whilst being present and serving 
God in Nepal is my heart for this coming year, questions are 
surfacing about where and to what God will lead us next. Two 
adults needing jobs, four children needing schools, a home, 
church and new friends to find... what do you try to put in place 
first? We do feel that our time here is drawing to an end, so 
trusting God to fill in the blank spaces. A final prayer request is 
for my friend, Ursula, who has come to teach at KISC for the 
year. She is an answer to prayer in the needs she is meeting at 
the school and it’s lovely to have her around; please pray for her 
that God would help her to grow as she serves in a totally differ-
ent context for her.  
 
Chris (young and energetic):  One of the things that most excit-
ed me about coming to Nepal in 2014 was the chance to work 
with Christian Nepali leaders – to encourage and support them 
in their roles. As I approach the next year it feels like I have fi 
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nally reached a place where I can make that my focus. There 
are good people to work with and I have more time to give as 
other responsibilities and external pressures have reduced. I am 
very thankful for this; please pray with me that this would be the 
reality for the year ahead. Linked with that, please pray that INF 
would continue to be able to work, inspired by the example of 
Jesus, to meet the needs of the poorest and most marginalised 
in Nepal. A big challenge is to find my successor – please pray 
that we could find the right person in time to have a good hando-
ver. As it stands, our return to the UK is a blank sheet – we 
could live anywhere and do anything. We have a few ideas, but 
this is both exciting and daunting in equal measure. We are 
praying that we end up somewhere where we can use what we 
have learned in our time in Asia. I take comfort that we have 
been in similar situations before and God has always shown us 
what he has for us at the right time. Thanks also from me for all 
of your support and interest.  
  
With love from  
 
Josh, Tabea, Sam, Rebekah, Debbie and Chris 

Dagnall  Street  Baptist  Church  and  Cross  Street  Centre  Magazine  

20 

 

 

nally reached a place where I can make that my focus. There 
are good people to work with and I have more time to give as 
other responsibilities and external pressures have reduced. I am 
very thankful for this; please pray with me that this would be the 
reality for the year ahead. Linked with that, please pray that INF 
would continue to be able to work, inspired by the example of 
Jesus, to meet the needs of the poorest and most marginalised 
in Nepal. A big challenge is to find my successor – please pray 
that we could find the right person in time to have a good hando-
ver. As it stands, our return to the UK is a blank sheet – we 
could live anywhere and do anything. We have a few ideas, but 
this is both exciting and daunting in equal measure. We are 
praying that we end up somewhere where we can use what we 
have learned in our time in Asia. I take comfort that we have 
been in similar situations before and God has always shown us 
what he has for us at the right time. Thanks also from me for all 
of your support and interest.  
  
With love from  
 
Josh, Tabea, Sam, Rebekah, Debbie and Chris 



21 

  September 2018 

 

 

 

As in previous years, we will be taking part in this 
month’s Heritage Open Days for buildings of historical 
or architectural merit.  Once again the church will be 
open to visitors from 10.00am to 6.00pm on Thursday 
13th, Friday 14th, Saturday 15th and from 1.00pm to 
5.00pm on Sunday 16th September.  Previous years 
have seen a regular flow of visitors and we are look-
ing forward to welcoming friends and visitors again 
this year.  Please encourage people you know to 
come along, information will be available and archive 
material will be on display. 
 
Hundreds of buildings throughout the country will be 
involved in this annual event and we’re grateful once 
again to St Albans Civic Society, who have taken on 
the task of local publicity so pick up one of their leaf-
lets in the Cross Street Centre.  Also, a change for 
this year is that participants can opt to open the previ-
ous weekend as well, so check details before setting 
out to other places of interest.  For more information 
about events across England visit 
www.heritageopendays.org.uk or call 0844 335 1884. 

HERITAGE OPEN DAYS  
Thursday 13th Friday 14th Saturday 15th & Sunday 16th  

September 2018 
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Dear Church Family and Cross Street Friends, 

 As you know I have now left Cross Street and hung up 
my pinny for the last time. And yes I did drag it out a bit!  

This is a big thank you to all. My last week was great 
fun and I was so moved by the kind words and wishes 
from you all. I received lovely cards and gifts on my last 
day and was delighted to see the many kind faces who 
popped Into say goodbye on my last Friday. We were 
busy so I couldn't really stop and chat (I like chatting so 
it was very hard on me!) Apologies if I missed anyone.  

I was treated to a lovely meal, topped off by the best of 
company. It has been a privilege getting to know you all 
and I thank you once more.  

I will be popping into Cross Street for coffee a lot, so 
look forward to seeing you all then. Oh! and I am com-
ing to Feldon Lodge. I am really looking forward to it. 

 Have a fab summer and see 
you all soon.  

Your Friend  

Carole 
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CAROL’S LEAVING DO! 
  

As you probably know Carol will no longer 
be the main supervisor at the Cross 
Street Centre.  After many years she will 
be sorely missed.  She is going on to pas-
tures new and we all wish her the very 
best. 
  
We marked the occasion by having dinner 
at ZiZi’s in St Albans with Carol.  As you 
can see most of the stalwarts from the 
volunteer crew turned up to give her a 
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None of us envied Jonny when he volunteered to sort the money to 
pay the bill!!  At one point it got a little complicated, but he soldiered 
on and managed in the end. 
 
The lovely photographs were taken by Ruth Seckerson. 
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Deacons Election 
  

This is the time of the year when we remind our-
selves of our obligations regarding the diaconate 
of our church, and of the need to consider how we 
will move forward into next year.  Deacons are 
servants of Christ in this church who are called to 
share with the ministers in pastoral care, leader-
ship and stewardship within the life and mission of 
the congregation.  DSBC is registered under the 

Charities act 1993, so the deacons are the Charity Trustees, 
and as such are responsible for the governance of the church.  
Deacons/trustees, are normally elected for a term of three-
years and the overall responsibility for their appointment falls to 
the church members. 
  
Our current constitution allows up to 12 deacons who shall be 
baptised believers in membership with DSBC for at least 2 
years.  We are currently 9 and 3 of us complete our three-year 
term at the end of this year.  This means there are up to 6 va-
cancies.  The last time we had a full complement of 12 was in 
2010.  The church list includes deacons termination dates. 
  
I’m sure you’re aware that Baptist’s are democratic!  So, it is 
the responsibility of the church members to ensure that dea-
cons are appointed to meet our obligations as a worshipping 
church.  The job specification of deacon is simply that we use 
the gifts given to us by God and undertake our duties responsi-
bly within those capabilities. 
  
As we approach the deacons’ election may I remind you of the 
process: 
  
“Nominations for deacons shall be in writing signed by 2 
church members and shall be forwarded to the church 
secretary not later than 3 Sundays before the election.”   
  
The election takes place at the church meeting on 6th Novem-
ber, so nominations must be with me by Sunday 21st October.   
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An announcement will be made in church on the 2 Sun-
days preceding the closing date for nominations, ie. 7th and 
14th October. 
  
“Voting is by secret ballot at the church meeting.  
Each candidate needs support from at least 50% of the 
members voting in order to be elected.” 
  
Together, we need to give this matter our prayerful consid-
eration and seek God’s will as to his call upon us.  If you 
feel called to take on this role, or to encourage others, I 
have nomination forms ready and waiting.   
  
Chris Penn 
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Winning Ways 
  
Are you reaching for the 
stars 
And grasping at your goal 
Searching for that vital 
spark 
Success to make you 
whole 
  
 Perhaps you’re feeling 
incomplete 
You’re yearning to do 
more 
Afire with your ambition 
You burn through every 
door 
  
Well there’s an innova-
tion 
Pyroglis by name 
It holds the key to all your 
dreams 
I’ll make that stunning 
claim 
  
Apply it as a tincture 
Several times a day 
I make it in my Neurotub 

Distilled a 
special way 
  
  

The blend is still a 
secret 
But I can now reveal 
The principal ingredients 
For these I won’t conceal 
  
Select some gold and silver 
Fold in a little lead 
Liquidise the mixture 
And make it turn deep red 
  
Add an owl feather 
A powdered lotus leaf 
Some ancient words of wis-
dom 
(But try to keep them brief) 
  
Grind in dust of power 
And essence of success 
These are quite expensive 
But you need them nonethe-
less 
  
Blend in beauty products 
Rejuvenating cream 
A pinch of popularity 
Will make the mixture gleam 
  
Shake it all together 
And crank the handle well 
It gets a bit unstable 
As it begins to gel (flash/
bang) 
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The method has its drawbacks 
And I think you’ll find 
It may not be congenial 
To a quiet mind 
  
It will not bring a blessing 
That’s found another way 
But set alight your future  
Get Pyroglis today! 
  
Megan Thompson 2018  
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 There will also be a prayer walk organised by Churches Togeth-
er during the afternoon on Sunday 16th September.  
  

Saturday 
1st September 

10.00am-
11.00am 

Cross Street 
Room 5 

Monthly Saturday 
Prayer Meeting 

Tuesday 
4th September 

7.00pm-8.00pm Cross Street 
Room 3 

Prayers before 
Church Meeting 

Wednesday 
5th September 

r 

12.00pm-1.00pm Sanctuary Contemplative Pray-
er 

Friday 
7th September 

11.00am-
12.00pm 

Mike & Julia Plant 
28 Jerome Drive 

Morning Prayer 
Informal prayer –
with a cup of tea! 

DSBC Autumn Prayer Week 
  
The DSBC autumn prayer week will take place from 1st – 7th 
September. There will be several meetings (please especially 
note one just before the Church members meeting on Tues-
day) but a key focus of the week is on praying as individuals - 
or with family and friends - and you may find it helpful to use 
the prayer topics guide below. Please pray for the areas listed 
each day at convenient time and place for you. Don’t feel that 
you have to pray for every topic on the list but just as seems 
appropriate – it is meant to be flexible rather than a race to 
the finish! Whilst there are suggested topics for each day you 
could also use the guide over a longer period. Could you find 
out more about an area and commit to praying for it regularly? 
Remember to thank God too for answers to prayer and for His 
gracious love. 
  
Prayer Meetings 
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Suggested Prayer Topics (Monday onwards) 
  
Monday –Day 1 
  
Worship and teaching 
  
• Thanks for our Church history and heritage 
•  Pray for Sunday services, Pulpit Supply, Bible studies, prayer 
groups 
•  Music – Choir, Organists, Cross Purposes, Music Group 
Projection and sound system volunteers. 

  
Pastoral 
  
•  For the pastoral team –encouragement, love and wisdom for 
the work they do 
•  Strengthening the team and (more widely) that people will 
reach out beyond their immediate group of friends to help and en-
courage others. 
•  For the people on the pastoral list (eg - mentioned at Sunday 
Communion). 
For the grieving, lonely or marginalised in the local community. 
  
Tuesday –Day 2 
  
Leadership 
  
•  Thanks for the leadership team and their commitment to ser-
vice 
•  For the Ministers, Deacons, and other leaders and members– 
for resilience, integrity, wisdom, discernment of God’s will for the 
Church and our future development. Pray for clarity in understand-
ing where God is leading us as a church and the courage to follow. 
•  For People serving in particular capacities eg stewards, coffee, 
flowers, Communion – thanks for people serving and for future vol-
unteers who are willing and able to serve 
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Children and families 
  
• For leaders and staffing – people working with children and 
young people 
•  For Young Spectrum, other activities such as Youth Clubs – 
TFN –Who Let The Dads Out, Crèche, Toddlers, Messy Church 
•  For strong family relationships - good communication and un-
derstanding 
•  For growing knowledge of and love for God 
•  For work with families and for more diversity of age groups 
within the Church, 
For ‘Safe to Grow’, child protection and good parenting skills. 
  
Wednesday - Day 3 
  
Cross Street 
•  Thanks for faithful service given by staff and volunteers. 
•  Thanks for the customers who continue to enjoy using the 
Coffee Shop 
•  Thanks for the activities - such as the knitting group - that are 
sustained and flourish in the Centre 
•  Thanks for the various groups – many of whom are new to us 
– who use the rooms and for their part in the life of the wider 
church community 
Give thanks and pray for Catriona Carver as she begins her new 
role as Cross Street Café Team Leader. 

  
•  Pray for people who come to Cross Street in need, that they 
might find Good News 
•  Pray for the staff and the volunteers who support the mission 
of the church through their labour and commitment 
•  Pray for new volunteers to take the place of those who are no 
longer able to help 
•  Pray for vision for the future development of the centre, to see 
and take new opportunities 
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•  Pray for the administration team and personnel who work to 
keep the Centre running 
Pray for the Directors whose responsibility it is to keep the busi-
ness in good order 
  
Thursday - Day 4 
  
Property 
  
• Thanks for the Property Team - for their dedication to keep 
the Church in good repair. 
•  Planning of work and project choices. 
•  High standard of work, good relationship with contractors/
advisors. 
• The upkeep of the buildings, health and safety and for the 
caretaking staff. 
•  For continued funding to repair and renew the buildings we 
look after 
•   For new ideas that will be sustainable and eco friendly. 
•  For God’s loving Spirit to renew the energy of the Team 
members and for the use of their skills in the best way. 
  
Finance team 
  
•  For the Finance Team and their commitment to this im-
portant task 
•  Thanks for our current healthy financial position, and that 
this continues 
For wisdom, integrity, good stewardship/right choices on spend-
ing, saving etc 
  
Friday - Day 5 

  
Wider mission/outreach 
  
•  Weekday activities (for organisers and attendees) eg- Day-
care, Baptist Fellowship, Monday Club, Scrabble club. 
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•   Mission links – Drews in Nepal, Judy Cook in Thailand, 
AWEC, BMS. 
•  Home Mission 
•   For future events –Harvest, Remembrance, Christmas pro-
gramme 
•   For following up afterwards and drawing in people on the fring-
es   
•   Publicity –internal and external, for effective communication, 
good welcome. 
•   DSBC magazine and contributors 
•   Stronger links and friendship with other groups/building users 
eg-Toddlers, AA. 
•   For Inter-Church relations eg Ministers, Churches Together. 
•   Work with Centre 33 and other charities 
Cold Weather Beds project for people sleeping rough 
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SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
 

 3rd Glynne Brand 
6th Margaret Taylor 
13th Linda Williams 

22nd Alison Ashmore 
 

Blessed are you Eternal, who provides for all our 
needs, 

Blessed are you Eternal, who crowns us with 
splendour. 

 
A little about the Birthday Scheme - 
 
The BMS helps mothers and babies survive in rural ar-
eas of Afghanistan.  BMS runs a training scheme to 
educate men and women in remote areas, about safe 
birthing practices.  They do not say that the dirty, tradi-
tional are wrong, but this is safe.  Men see maternal 
health as women’s business but by involving them, 
more women and their babies will survive.  These 
courses produce results!  Now those women who have 
done the course a 100% breastfeed whereas only 50% 
did previously.  Your gifts are changing the culture 
around childbirth! 
 
Next month I will tell you about saving lives in Chad. 
 
If you would like to help, please see me.  You can also 
donate on line or by direct debit, as one scheme 
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member already does.  You will still receive a card, 
as long as I know. 
 
Linda Williams 
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St Albans Organ Theatre 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

As some of you know, I have been volunteering at the Organ The-
atre in Camp Road for a number of years. The society looks after 
and has regular concerts on a number of dance and theatre or-
gans including a Wurlitzer organ. We also have a collection of 
beautiful old music boxes and even a gramophone which, on a 
good day, can still give an almost perfect rendition of “The Teddy 
Bears’ Picnic”.  
 
The society has reached its 40th anniversary but the volunteers 
are still young at heart. This month we were delighted to discover 
that we had been given the Queen’s Award for Voluntary Service. 
This is a prestigious national award and we will be having a spe-
cial celebration event with the Lord Lieutenant of Hertfordshire 
when the award will be presented to our chairman.  
 
If you haven’t been to the Organ Theatre for a few years (or at all) 
why not come to visit if you have a spare afternoon? We open 
2nd Sunday of the month from March-November from 
around 2pm to 4.30pm when most of the organs are demonstrat-
ed informally.  
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There is a small charge for admission (cash only) which goes 
towards running costs and the afternoon includes a cup of 
tea (or fruit juice for children). There are also concerts on 
some Saturday evenings and special events such as vintage 
teas and craft fairs. Larger group visits at other times are wel-
come too. It would be of interest to anyone who enjoys organ 
music but also fascinating for anyone who likes technical or 
mechanical items.  
  
Come and discover this hidden gem on your doorstep! 
 
Megan Thompson 
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F E E D    P R O J E C T 
  
A very big thank you for your 
generous contributions to the 
FEED project. Despite our failure 
to get the appeal into the July/Aug 
magazine you listened to Chris’s 

verbal requests and read the note asking for specific 
items that he put up in Cross Street. Consequently we 
were able to meet most of their highlighted items and 
we were able to deliver two carloads thanks to your 
ongoing support on Aug 1st. This was in perfect time 
for the extra demands Vineyard face during the 
school holidays; particularly when school meals are 
not available to provide at least one hot meal a day 
for many children.  
 
Your donated items were much appreciated by the 
Vineyard Church on behalf of their continuing work 
with people in need in St Albans. 
 
We will be collecting again this winter in January as 
per usual but hopefully we will also get our requests 
to the magazine editor in good time for the submis-
sion date!  
 
With grateful thanks 
 
Linda and Pat  
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SIMON’S LETTERS FROM AMERICA 

Saturday 28th July 

“When you go, will you send back a letter from America?” So 
sang The Proclaimers as some of us heard last Sunday … 
and this is my answer. 

I’m writing this in our hotel in Jersey City, which has a roof ter-
race with views across to the iconic Manhattan skyline. How-
ever, it has not been an easy journey. 

We left home for the airport on Thursday morning when Jonny 
took us to Heathrow. Just as we were arriving at Terminal 3, I 
received a call from hospital to say that someone needs to 
come to see a doctor about my mother who is ‘unwell’. My 
mother had fallen and was in hospital recovering from surgery 
following a fractured femur, but I had seen her the day before 
and received assurances that she was on course to recover. 
We decided that we needed to go the hospital and cancelled 
our flight and rebooked for the following day. So, with luggage 
in tow, we got a taxi to the hospital, saw the doctor and saw 
Mum, before getting a taxi back to St Albans. My mother is el-
derly and has some underlying health problems and so the 
doctor wanted to make us aware that recovery is not inevita-
ble. 
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The staff at the airport were extremely kind in what 
was a rather traumatic 24 hours and we got away on 
the same flight on Friday afternoon. Not many minutes 
after take-off  there was a loud bang and flash. Some 
of the passengers were a little concerned, but cabin 
crew came past and said that it was ‘only’ a lightning 
stroke and nothing to worry about. 

The flight was early and we were picked up by a car 
driven by Mr Ramirez. He had the honour of being my 
first live subject to be interrogated about faith and poli-
tics. He was happy to talk about the President from his 
perspective – that of a Dominican immigrant. More of 
that when I return. Friday night traffic in New York 
means it isn’t a great time to be travelling from 
Queens to Jersey so what should have taken an hour 
took two and a half. 

‘No animal news?’ I hear you say. (Readers of my last 
travel blog will understand.) Well, not a lot to report, 
although a rather cute dog was going through security 
at the same time as us. He seemed to like being pat-
ted down. 

Here’s hoping for a less eventful next few days 
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Monday 30th July 

We seem to have done a lot since I last wrote as we had to 
pack our sight-seeing into fewer days than we had allowed. 
We have managed to fit in all the major sights … and got to 
church yesterday. Baptist churches in the USA vary a lot more 
than they do in the UK and I had chosen to visit a church that 
would be at the liberal end of the spectrum in America, but 
would not be too different from Dagnall Street. The Metro 
Church in the Hell’s Kitchen area of Mid-Town Manhattan is 
led by two pastors, Scott Stearman and Tiffany Triplett Hen-
kel. As its name suggests, Hell’s Kitchen was one of the 
rougher neighbourhoods of New York and at one time it was 
home to poor immigrants from Ireland. Now, while still a little 
rough around the edges, it has become gentrified like many 
previously poorer areas of London. 

The church is relatively new – it was founded in 1974 – but in 
its early days the area’s seediness was still very apparent. A 
Metro pamphlet published in the 1980s reads: “Homeless 
people down the block. Prostitutes on the corner. Crack deal-
ers across the street. What a great place for a church.” Metro 
Church has a number of social action programmes that sup-
port children and adults from some of the poorer families who 
still live nearby. They are also close to Broadway and have an 
interest in the arts. 

So it was that this last Sunday some of the talented actors in 
the congregation performed an excerpt from the play  
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Agnes of God. This was part of a summer series called 
“Broadway, Bigotry and the Bible”. It was an unusual ser-
vice, but extremely well done. Today I visited the pastor 
in his office and we had an interesting conversation 
about politics and faith. Once again, more of that later. 

Brief animal update: some very bored looking horses 
were pulling tourists in buggies around Central Park yes-

 

 

Thursday 2nd August 

We left the Big Apple behind us on Tuesday morning and 
headed south to, well, The South. We took the main east 
coast interstate that skirted Baltimore and Washington DC to 
arrive in Richmond, Virginia. Richmond was the capital of the 
Confederate States in the Civil War and those dark times still 
have an impact today. Monument Avenue has a number of 
statues of Confederate heroes and the city is involved in con-
sultations concerning how to deal with them. The reason that 
these statues are controversial is that they were not erected 
in the immediate aftermath of the Civil War, in order to honour 
those who fought. They were commissioned around 60 years 
later in order to emphasise that blacks still did not have equal-
ity with whites. This remains a contentious issue in a state 
where there have been recent white supremacist demonstra-
tions and in a city which has a large population of blacks and 
a black mayor. 
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We visited an almost deserted shopping mall yesterday 
morning. I came across two fairly elderly couples sitting 
on comfy chairs in the middle of a concourse. Having 
struck up a conversation with them, they told me that they 
are ‘mall walkers’, meaning that before the mall opens 
they are allowed in to walk around the mall’s lanes to get 
their daily exercise. I made the assumption because of 
their age and that we were in the ‘Bible Belt’, that they 
would be church-goers and asked about their attitude to-
wards politics and faith. One man said that he didn’t talk 
about such things, but then proceeded to talk about them. 
My church-going assumption was wrong as he and his 
wife are Jewish, but he added a new dimension to my 
sabbatical conversations. After 10 minutes I left them in 
peace. They were probably wondering why this weird 
man with a funny accent was asking them all these ques-
tions. 

I’m now preparing for preaching on Sunday at Faith Bap-
tist Church in Georgetown Kentucky. I’ve found out I’m to 
preside at communion – always slightly nerve-wracking in 
a different context, but what could possibly go wrong ….? 

Wildlife update: Saw two hummingbirds at a feeder in a 
friend’s garden. I hadn’t realised how tiny they are: con-
siderably smaller than the sparrows that seem to be 
abundant over here, as they were in the UK some years 
ago. 
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Tuesday 7th August, Lexington, Kentucky 

The service at Faith Baptist Church on Sunday was merci-
fully uneventful. My attempt at a joke making a comparison 
between Meghan Markle and Donald Trump as both having 
made their name in TV shows before coming to the centre of 
power, went down OK. Well, no one walked out. 

We had a most interesting day yesterday. I spent an hour or 
so with a friend of a friend who is a very committed political 
conservative. His wife, in contrast, is far more liberal and 
didn’t have a good word to say about the President. I have a 
recording I made which I need to listen to again as some of 
the best bits may have been muffled by the snuffling of their 
cute little Yorkie who seemed interested in my phone. 

In the afternoon we came off the beaten track to visit the 
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We will be leaving Kentucky tomorrow morning and 
heading north to a small town on the border be-
tween Illinois and Wisconsin to visit one of the first 
students who came to our church in Oxford. 

The wildlife update is a little disappointing today as 
the Yorkie was the only live creature seen alongside 
the very dead deer and bobcat. There was however 
quite a bit of chat about problems people are having 
with raccoons breaking into homes. Apparently 
they’re rather nasty little critters and some have 
been behaving extremely oddly as this clip from Fox 
News explains. Disclaimer: I bear no responsibility if 
you become addicted to watching Fox News. 

Friday 10th August, Beloit, Wisconsin 

In 1964, New York’s World’s Fair was held in  Flushing 
Meadow. A number of the American states exhibited, but 
it is only Wisconsin’s display that is now remembered by 
a friend with whom Catriona and I had dinner on Tues-
day evening before we left Kentucky. What Barry re-
membered was the so-called ‘world’s biggest cheese’, 
which filled the trailer of an articulated truck. Fans of the 
Green Bay Packers, Wisconsin’s football team, are still 
called ‘cheeseheads’ and wear foam cheese wedges on 
their heads at games. But that’s enough about Wiscon-
sin as we are leaving today and heading south to ‘The 
Big Easy’, New Orleans. This will be a two stage journey 
and we’ll be stopping overnight in Arkansas along the 
way. 
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For the last couple of nights we have been staying in a 
classic motel – the sort where your car is parked outside 
your front door. The motel’s restaurant is called ‘Road 
Dawg’ and has a large model bulldog outside. It has been 
a real Americana experience. 

I met with Paul, a Methodist minister and a chaplain to the 
FBI for a chat yesterday morning and the evening before 
we had dinner with Hugh and his family. The last time we 
had seen Hugh was at his wedding in London before he 
moved over here with his American wife, so it was good to 
reconnect. 

After meeting Paul, we had a day of admin and reflection. 
Most people reading this will now know that we had a call 
from our daughter on Wednesday morning to say that my 
mother had died in hospital. On Thursday morning, we 
heard from the home where Catriona’s mother lives that 
her health had deteriorated since we have been away. We 
are grateful for all the kind words and prayers that have 
been offered to us at this time. 

Wildlife update: It is disappointing to report that Hugh’s 
overly excited Golden Retriever is the best I can offer in 
this report. I have high hopes for New Orleans and Texas. 
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Tuesday 14th August, New Orleans 

Well, it took us two full days of driving to get from Wis-
consin down to Louisiana, which was no great surprise 
when you look at a map. In contrast to the chain hotels 
and motels we’ve stayed in up to now, our accommoda-
tion in New Orleans is an early 19th century house that 
is run as a B&B – very quaint, if a little worn around the 
edges. The streetcars for which New Orleans is famous 
run from a stop just a few minutes walk from where we 
are staying and they have taken us into town to the fa-
mous French Quarter, home of jazz bands and the fa-
mous beignets – fried pastries – which are a New Orle-
ans treat. On Sunday we visited St Charles Avenue Bap-
tist Church, where Elizabeth Lott is the pastor. That the 
pastor is female is a strong clue that this is a Baptist 
Church at the more liberal end of the US Baptist spec-
trum. Ms Lott was preaching through the Letter to the 
Hebrews and spoke on Sunday about faith. I was grate-
ful for her reminder of Thomas Merton’s famous prayer. 
Today I had a brief chat with a member of the ACLUwho 
was looking for support for their various actions to op-
pose President Trump’s executive actions, such as his 
Muslim travel ban. I told him of my interest and that I 
was a pastor and he said that he had been brought up in 
church, but that being gay, he found that being called ‘an 
abomination’ made it hard to feel that church was now 
for him. 

New Orleans is surrounded by lakes and a network of  
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waterways as the Mississippi River empties into the Gulf 
of Mexico. This morning we paid a visit to one of the 
swamp areas to the north of the city which leads me on 
to this: 

Wildlife Update: It was worth the wait! As we were taken 
in a flat-bottomed boat through the windy Pearl River to-
wards Honey Island swamp we were asked by the skip-
per, what we hoped to see. Almost everyone said alliga-
tors. First of all we saw a solitary heron – a bit of a let 
down as they regular prey on fish in ponds in St Albans. 
But soon afterwards the skipper was pointing out a log 
with eyes – an alligator. Then there was another, and 
then another as a whole bunch of ‘gators swam towards 
the boat. This sounds more scary than it actually was as 
they knew that the tour guides carry meat to encourage 
them to leap out of the water – and they did. After that 
we saw turtles and then, almost as exciting as the alliga-
tors, were a family of racoons – or trash pandas as the 
skipper called them. While they may look cute, they’re 
actually quite mean. 

Thursday morning and we are off again, for our last ma-
jor drive, to Austin, Texas. 
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Sunday 19th August, Austin 

And now the end is near and we must face the final cur-
tain … 

Perhaps that is a little over-dramatic, but in a couple of 
days time we will be on our way home. It has been good 
to see Dick and Laura Law and spend some time with 
them in their home in the Hill Country above Austin. Laura 
has always said that they bought a view and it happened 
to have a home attached and the view is certainly stun-
ning – although the home is too. 

On Friday we visited the Lyndon Baines Johnson Library. 
Library is something of a misnomer as it is really a very 
excellent museum based around the life and times of the 
President who took office on the death of JFK in 1963 and 
who was then re-elected the following year. His work on 
civil rights and health care for the poor and elderly was 
hugely significant, although his legacy is sometimes seen 
as his failure to end the war in Viet Nam. 

On Friday evening I had an unplanned conversation with 
Gary, a visitor to a neighbour of Dick and Laura. Gary is 
an attorney who has also been an elected official and a 
volunteer worker for the Republican Party. In the last Pres-
idential election, Gary worked for Ohio Governor John 
Kasich, who was one of the 16 candidates who failed to 
gain the Republican  

Dagnall  Street  Baptist  Church  and  Cross  Street  Centre  Magazine  

50 

 

 

Sunday 19th August, Austin 

And now the end is near and we must face the final cur-
tain … 

Perhaps that is a little over-dramatic, but in a couple of 
days time we will be on our way home. It has been good 
to see Dick and Laura Law and spend some time with 
them in their home in the Hill Country above Austin. Laura 
has always said that they bought a view and it happened 
to have a home attached and the view is certainly stun-
ning – although the home is too. 

On Friday we visited the Lyndon Baines Johnson Library. 
Library is something of a misnomer as it is really a very 
excellent museum based around the life and times of the 
President who took office on the death of JFK in 1963 and 
who was then re-elected the following year. His work on 
civil rights and health care for the poor and elderly was 
hugely significant, although his legacy is sometimes seen 
as his failure to end the war in Viet Nam. 

On Friday evening I had an unplanned conversation with 
Gary, a visitor to a neighbour of Dick and Laura. Gary is 
an attorney who has also been an elected official and a 
volunteer worker for the Republican Party. In the last Pres-
idential election, Gary worked for Ohio Governor John 
Kasich, who was one of the 16 candidates who failed to 
gain the Republican  

Dagnall  Street  Baptist  Church  and  Cross  Street  Centre  Magazine  

50 

 

 

Sunday 19th August, Austin 

And now the end is near and we must face the final cur-
tain … 

Perhaps that is a little over-dramatic, but in a couple of 
days time we will be on our way home. It has been good 
to see Dick and Laura Law and spend some time with 
them in their home in the Hill Country above Austin. Laura 
has always said that they bought a view and it happened 
to have a home attached and the view is certainly stun-
ning – although the home is too. 

On Friday we visited the Lyndon Baines Johnson Library. 
Library is something of a misnomer as it is really a very 
excellent museum based around the life and times of the 
President who took office on the death of JFK in 1963 and 
who was then re-elected the following year. His work on 
civil rights and health care for the poor and elderly was 
hugely significant, although his legacy is sometimes seen 
as his failure to end the war in Viet Nam. 

On Friday evening I had an unplanned conversation with 
Gary, a visitor to a neighbour of Dick and Laura. Gary is 
an attorney who has also been an elected official and a 
volunteer worker for the Republican Party. In the last Pres-
idential election, Gary worked for Ohio Governor John 
Kasich, who was one of the 16 candidates who failed to 
gain the Republican  

Dagnall  Street  Baptist  Church  and  Cross  Street  Centre  Magazine  

50 

 

 

Sunday 19th August, Austin 

And now the end is near and we must face the final cur-
tain … 

Perhaps that is a little over-dramatic, but in a couple of 
days time we will be on our way home. It has been good 
to see Dick and Laura Law and spend some time with 
them in their home in the Hill Country above Austin. Laura 
has always said that they bought a view and it happened 
to have a home attached and the view is certainly stun-
ning – although the home is too. 

On Friday we visited the Lyndon Baines Johnson Library. 
Library is something of a misnomer as it is really a very 
excellent museum based around the life and times of the 
President who took office on the death of JFK in 1963 and 
who was then re-elected the following year. His work on 
civil rights and health care for the poor and elderly was 
hugely significant, although his legacy is sometimes seen 
as his failure to end the war in Viet Nam. 

On Friday evening I had an unplanned conversation with 
Gary, a visitor to a neighbour of Dick and Laura. Gary is 
an attorney who has also been an elected official and a 
volunteer worker for the Republican Party. In the last Pres-
idential election, Gary worked for Ohio Governor John 
Kasich, who was one of the 16 candidates who failed to 
gain the Republican  



51 

  September 2018 

 

 

nomination for President. Gary therefore knows a bit about 
politics and so I asked him what he thinks about President 
Trump. I’ll tell you what he said when I get home. 

This morning we went to Church on the Hillin Jonestown. 
The church had formally been known as First Baptist 
Church, Jonestown and changed its name last year. The 
congregation was small – perhaps a couple of dozen peo-
ple – but very friendly to our little group of visitors. The ser-
mon was very different from those at the services we had 
previously attended in the US and focussed on analysing 
the chronology of prophecies in the Book of Daniel. It was 
an interesting experience in that while I knew of its exist-
ence I had never heard Bible exposition like this. Again, 
more of this later 

This afternoon, another conversation with another neigh-
bour, Dave, a sixth generation Texan who owns 30 guns 
and uses them to hunt. In his working life, Dave works with 
extremely high-tech medical equipment. 

Wildlife update: Well, Texas hasn’t been able to compete 
with the racoons and alligators in Louisiana, but the bird 
life is impressive. Here’s a list of birds seen:  Doves, Chick-
adees, Lesser Goldfinches, Cardinals, Buzzards and Hum-
mingbirds. 

I was promised an armadillo, but I’m beginning to think that 
there is as much chance of seeing a unicorn, but we’ll see   
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what tomorrow brings. I must also give an honourable 
mention to Nina, Dick and Laura’s rather elderly, but ex-
tremely good-natured standard poodle. 

  

BERYL RUSSELL 
 

Beryl’s family wish to express their 
heartfelt thanks to everyone for the 
lovely cards and messages of condo-
lence, sympathy and support.   
 
Dagnall Street will continue to be a 
place where the family can gain solace 
and support as it has been throughout 
the years for Beryl and David. 
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           CHURCH & CENTRE ROOM BOOKINGS 
  
To contact Danny Smith regarding Church and Centre 
room booking enquiries: 
  
Tel:  01727 568162 (new number) 
email: bookings@dsbc.org.uk 

            Monday Table Tennis/ Games            
                    Club       
  
The Games Club will start again on Monday 
3rd September. 

Refreshments available in the Cross St Centre 
Cafe 
  
All are welcomed for a time of fun and fel-
lowship 
  
               Trevor Oakley 
  
  

DAYCARE 
  
Daycare meets every Tuesday during school term time, at 
the Age Concern Centre, St  Peters Street.  If you know 
of anyone who would like to come along for lunch and 
companionship please contact:  Noreen Gilhespy on 
email noreen gilhespy@gmail.com or phone: 07947 
029556.  
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              WHO LET THE DAD’S OUT!! 
  
The meeting will take place on Saturday, 8th 
September in the Lower Hall from 10am to 

12pm 

                  KNITTING GROUP 
 
The knitting group will meet on Tuesday, 18th September  
in Cross Street from 11am—12.30pm and welcomes any-
one who would like to join with us.  Some bring their own 
knitting or crochet projects whilst other knit and crochet for 

the charity ‘Knit for Peace’. 
  
Judy Pendal 

                                  SCRABBLE CLUB 
  

Scrabble Club will be held on Tuesday 11th and 
Tuesday 25th September at 2.30pm in the Cross 
Street Centre. 
  

                                 FELLOWSHIP LUNCH 
  

The Fellowship Lunch this month will be held on Thursday, 20th  
September at 12.30pm in the Cross Street Café. 
   
Everyone is welcome. 
  
Diane Graham 
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KNITTING GROUP 
 

I would like to thank everyone who has sup-
ported the knitting group during the last year 
either by knitting or crocheting items for Knit 
for Peace, by donations of knitting needles or 
wool, or just y attending the monthly group 

meetings.   
 
Last year the Mission committee made a generous donation 
to Knit for Peace to help with transportation costs and this 
was greatly appreciated by the Charity. 
 
I have copied the following paragraphs from their latest News 
Letter. 
 
SENT KNITTING 
 
In June and July, thanks to your help, we were able to 
send out 202 sacks crammed full of knitted items to refu-
gee drop-in centres in London and Newcastle; a home-
less charity in Stockport, hospitals in Norfolk and Lon-
don; community projects in Huddersfield, Scotland and 
Hartlepool as well as to refugee camps in Kurdistan and 
survivors in Syria. 
 
Thank you to everyone who has sponsored a sack! 
 
A nice quote from one of the recipients: 
 
“We would like to thank you for all your kind donations of 
tops, baby hats, booties and blankets.  Thanks to the 
generosity of the knitters we can make things more spe-
cial to those who have to spend time in the hospital both 
as patients and outpatients. 
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Every donation we receive makes a real difference to people 
in our own community, at a time when they need it 
the most.” 
 
I have made three visits this year to make donations from the 
knitting group and expect to make another two before the end 
of the year.  I am always amazed how many items we collect 
from our group. 
 
The next meeting will be in Cross Street on 18th September 
from 11am to 12.30pm and we welcome anyone who would 
like to join us.  Some bring their own knitting or crochet pro-
jects whilst others knit for the charity Knit for Peace. 
 
Judy Pendal 
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 Monday Table Tennis and Indoor Games 
Club 

 
We reconvene on; Monday  3rd  Sep-
tember, after the summer break, 
through to;  Monday  10th December  
2018. 
 
We meet every Monday from 10.30am 

till 1pm in the main Hall 
 

Table Tennis – Snooker – Pool – Carpet Bowls – 
Chess – Draughts and  

other table games.   Refreshments available in 
Cross St; Centre Cafe   

 
All are welcomed for a time of fun and 
fellowship 
 
Look forward to seeing you   
 
Trevor Oakley 

Dagnall  Street  Baptist  Church  and  Cross  Street  Centre  Magazine  

58 

 

 Monday Table Tennis and Indoor Games 
Club 

 
We reconvene on; Monday  3rd  Sep-
tember, after the summer break, 
through to;  Monday  10th December  
2018. 
 
We meet every Monday from 10.30am 

till 1pm in the main Hall 
 

Table Tennis – Snooker – Pool – Carpet Bowls – 
Chess – Draughts and  

other table games.   Refreshments available in 
Cross St; Centre Cafe   

 
All are welcomed for a time of fun and 
fellowship 
 
Look forward to seeing you   
 
Trevor Oakley 

Dagnall  Street  Baptist  Church  and  Cross  Street  Centre  Magazine  

58 

 

 Monday Table Tennis and Indoor Games 
Club 

 
We reconvene on; Monday  3rd  Sep-
tember, after the summer break, 
through to;  Monday  10th December  
2018. 
 
We meet every Monday from 10.30am 

till 1pm in the main Hall 
 

Table Tennis – Snooker – Pool – Carpet Bowls – 
Chess – Draughts and  

other table games.   Refreshments available in 
Cross St; Centre Cafe   

 
All are welcomed for a time of fun and 
fellowship 
 
Look forward to seeing you   
 
Trevor Oakley 

Dagnall  Street  Baptist  Church  and  Cross  Street  Centre  Magazine  

58 

 

 Monday Table Tennis and Indoor Games 
Club 

 
We reconvene on; Monday  3rd  Sep-
tember, after the summer break, 
through to;  Monday  10th December  
2018. 
 
We meet every Monday from 10.30am 

till 1pm in the main Hall 
 

Table Tennis – Snooker – Pool – Carpet Bowls – 
Chess – Draughts and  

other table games.   Refreshments available in 
Cross St; Centre Cafe   

 
All are welcomed for a time of fun and 
fellowship 
 
Look forward to seeing you   
 
Trevor Oakley 



59 

  September 2018 

 

 

DATE FOR COPY FOR OCTOBER MAGAZINE 
THURSDAY 20th SEPTEMBER 

 
Well, August is nearly over and the whirlwind we 
call life seems to be passing faster and faster all 
the time.  We have had a real Summer this 
year—I hope you did not melt!! 
 
Keep the pieces coming in.  I’m still looking for 
photographs for the front cover. 
 
Regards 
Glynis 
glynis.griffiths1@gmail.com 
01462 733665 
07709 618571 
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 What, When and Where September 2018 
Week    1-7 Prayer Week 
   See church Mag. for details and prayer guide 
Saturday   1 Prayer Hour 
   10.00am Cross Street Room 5 
Tuesday   4 Church Members meeting & Prayer 
   Room 3 Cross Street Centre - 7.00pm prayer  
   followed by meeting start at 8.00pm 
Thursday   6 Heritage Open Day 
   10.00am – 6.00pm Church  
Friday   7 Heritage Open Day 
   10.00am – 6.00pm Church  
Saturday   8 Heritage Open Day 
   10.00am – 6.00pm Church 
Saturday   8 Who Let the Dads Out? 
   10.00am – 12.00pm Lower Hall 
Sunday   9 Heritage Open Day 
   1.00pm – 5.00pm Church 
Tuesday 11 Bible Study 
   10.30am – 12.00pm Cross Street Centre 
   8.00pm at the Manse 
Tuesday 11 Scrabble Club 
   2.30pm Cross Street Centre 
Wednesday 12 Free Church Service in the Abbey 
   11.00am – The Revd. Colin Pye, Regional Minister, 
   Central Baptist Association 
Tuesday 18 Knitting Group 
   11.00am – 12.30pm Cross Street Centre  
Thursday 20 Baptist Fellowship Lunch 
   12.30pm Cross Street Centre 
Thursday 20 Deacons’ Meeting 
   7.45pm Room 5 Cross Street Centre 
Tuesday 25 Scrabble Club 
   2.30pm Cross Street Centre 

 
Regular Events 

 
Mondays: Table tennis & Games Club 10.30am – 1.30pm Lower Hall 
Tuesdays: (term time) Daycare 10am – 2pm Age Concern St Peters 
Street 
Wednesdays: (term time - starts 12th) Toddlers 09.45am – 11.15am Lower 
Hall 
Fridays: (term time) TFN 6.00pm – 7.30pm Lower Hall 

 
Sunday Services 

 
10.30am with groups for children every Sunday. 
4.00pm Church in the Café 1st Sunday each month, otherwise 6.30pm. 
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