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 Minister: Rev Simon J Carver, MA, BSc, - simoncarver@btinternet.com 
Associate Minister: Rev. Jonny Fillis  jonnyf87@aol.com 
  

Church Secretary: Chris Penn 
  

Finance Deacon: Trevor Oakley 
  

Property: Ray Saunders  
  

Site Manager and Caretaker: David Hobbs  

Cross Street: 01727 846891  
Bookings: booking@dsbc.org.uk 
  

Charity Registration Number: 1127791 

Notes for all sermons are available online at  www.dsbc.org.uk or 
from the minister in person 

NOVEMBER SERVICES 

  10.30am 6.30pm 

November 4th 
Entertaining Angels 

Hebrews 13:1-8 
Communion 

Christian Aid Kenya 
Skype link 

Church in the Café 
NB 4.00pm 

 

November 11th 

Remembrance Sun-
day 

Doing your duty 
Mark 12:38-44 

 

“All Souls” Service of 
Remembrance 

November 18th 
Beware leaders mak-
ing empty promises! 

Mark 13:1-8 
 

Shining like stars 
Daniel 12:1-3 
Communion 

November 25th Church4Everyone 
Christ the King 
John 18.33-37 
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  November 2018 

 

 

Dear Friends, 
 
Here’s a classic sports quiz question: What 
is taken to the FA Cup Final every year, 
but never used. The answer: the losing 
team’s cup ribbons. I was reminded of this 
when I was watching the new film about 
Neil Armstrong called First Man. One of 
President Nixon’s speech writers had pre-
pared a statement that Mr Nixon would 
make if the worst happened and Neil Arm-
strong and Buzz Aldrin were stranded on 
the moon. These are a couple of sentences from that speech: 
 
… they will be mourned by the people of the world; they will be 
mourned by a Mother Earth that dared send two of her sons 
into the unknown. In their exploration, they stirred the people 
of the world to feel as one; in their sacrifice, they bind more 
tightly the brotherhood of man. 
 
Looking back it certainly seems remarkable that these ‘sailors 
of the stars’ made it to the moon and back in one piece bear-
ing in mind the Heath Robinson structures in which they flew. 
In the film Neil Armstrong tells a politician that there will be 
teething problems with space travel considering it had been 
only 60 years that the first manned flight had been made. It is 
now 46 years since the last manned space flight to the moon 
in 1972. The ten year era from President Kennedy’s 1962 
speech in which stated that, “We Choose To Go To The Moon” 
is now over.  
 
The 1960s was a remarkable period of history. One of my fa-
vourite moments – partly because I was brought up by my fa-
ther to take a keen interest in the Olympic Games – happened 
50 years ago on 16th October. It was when John Carlos and 
Tommie Smith, black American athletes, supported by Peter 
Norman, a white Australian made a Black Power salute on the 
medal rostrum after their 200 metres race.  
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When we were in Austin, Texas in the summer 
we visited the Lyndon B. Johnson museum, 
where they had an exhibit about Civil Rights. 
Included was one of the badges worn by all 
three medal winners that day. 
  
While we have not been back to the moon 
since 1972, space travel has not stood still. 
Has Civil Rights improved, I wonder. Certainly there are still pro-
tests in the USA about inequality between Blacks and Whites 
and sportsmen like Colin Kaepernick are still using their platform 
to express the idea that ‘Black Lives Matter’. 
 
Neil Armstrong and his fellow moon walkers were heroes, but so 
too were Smith, Carlos and Norman as it can cost a person to 
stand up for what they believe with no hope of a ticker tape re-
ception in New York 
 
Best Wishes 
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Pastor’s News 
 

A brief update on a number of items that 
might be of interest to the congregation and 
the wider readership of the magazine. 
 
Bible Studies 
We will be meeting for Bible 
Study on 13th November at 
10.30am in Cross Street. All 
are welcome. 
 
17 States in 27 Days: Religion and Poli-
tics in Trump’s America 
Thinking Evening  – 28th November 2018 
7.30pm 
Marlborough Road, Methodist Church 

 
If you missed my talk at Dagnall Street, I shall be giving it 
again at Marlborough Road. All are welcome. 
 
The Winter Beds Project 
Plans are now well underway, but more volunteers are need-
ed. Please speak to me for more information or to offer help. 
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Rob Parsons, 
founder and direc-
tor of the Christian 
charity Care for the 

Family, is coming to St Albans as part of his 
speaking tour “The Wisdom House”. This is 
what Care for the Family has to say about the 
evening. 
 
Often in life we are told that the most important lessons must 
be learnt the hard way, but does it always have to be like 
this? Join us at The Wisdom House to learn from the tri-
umphs and failures that Rob has experienced in his own life, 
plus life-changing tips he has learnt from others. Whether it’s 
delving into discovering personal strengths or the power of 
friendships, the evening will be full of real life stories that will 
make you laugh and perhaps even shed a tear. 
 
The event is on Tuesday, November 11th at 7:30 in The For-
est Church in Lyon Way. 
 
The ticket price is £6—cheap at twice the price—if ordered 
online at bit.ly/2QvaWUY or £7 at the door. 

There  are more details on the notice-board and table in the 
entrance lobby.        
 

Roger Distill 
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PASTORAL NEWS 
 
We remember the following from our church family that would 
value our prayers at this time: 
 

Kai Kipgen, Elspeth McKenzie, Linda Williams,  
Mike Plant, Don Gibbons, Marie Rowson,  

Bryan Pendal, Eileen Wills, Jenny Johnson 
 
We give thanks for the recent wedding of Colin and Sue Ow-
en’s daughter, and wish Clare and Matt a wonderful life togeth-
er with God’s blessings.  
 
Let us give thanks for all the good things in our lives and take 
time every day to pray for those that are unwell or coping with 
the loss of loved ones.  
 
In the run up to the busy time of Christmas, may we each find 
time to rest and be close to God.  
 
‘Casting all your care upon him; for he careth for you.’ 1 Peter 

5 v 7 
 

 
 

There’s a garden where Jesus is waiting, 
And I go with my burden and care. 

Just to learn from His lips, words of comfort, 
In the beautiful garden of prayer. 

 
There’s a garden where Jesus is waiting, 
And He bids you to come meet Him there, 
Just to bow and receive a new blessing, 

In the beautiful garden of prayer. 
 

Eleanor A Schroll 1920 
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The Ministers, Simon and Jonny, and members of the 
Pastoral Team are always happy to make appoint-
ments to visit, talk or pray with you. This can take 
place in your home, at Cross Street or at our homes at 
your convenience and at mutually convenient times. 
  
Marjorie and Leslie Jones (01727 841845)), Liz Blight 
(07884 431051) and Sue Owen (01727 867784) are 
also active members of the Pastoral Team. 
  
Simon, Jonny and the team hope you will notify them 
of anybody who you think may be ill, lonely or who 
needs help. 
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CHRISTMAS CARDS 
2018 

 
 

We are suggesting that you send one card to include 
all of our Church Family again this year. These will 

then be displayed in the Link for all to see and share. 
This was originally instigated to help our environment 

by using less card and paper. The number of us 
sending cards in this way is slowly growing. 

 
There will be a Post Box available in the Vestibule as 

usual 
for individual cards that you might wish to send: but 
also a labeled basket to receive the cards that are 

only addressed to the ‘Church Family’  
 

Donations in lieu of normal postage for ‘Christian Aid’ 
are welcome and may be 

placed in the Red Post Box   
 

Thank You 
 

Flo 
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Christmas Walk 
 

Our walk this year will be on Thursday 
27th December and will be around the 
harbour, Sydney, Australia. 
We will meet at The Boomerang Tavern 
(which is just south of the bridge) at 
12:00 AEDT ( 01:00 GMT ) for lunch. 
The pub has a large kangaroo park and, 
of course, a dunny. 
 

Weather permitting, this will be followed by a 300 mile 
walk-about starting at about 13:00 ( 02:00 GMT ). As 
usual, it will be easy for anyone who does not want to 
walk that far to do a shorter walk-about. 
We look forward to seeing you for the walk, the lunch 
or for both. 
 
For further information, speak to Colin or Sue Owen. 
 
P.S. In case you haven’t guessed we are in Oz over 
Christmas and New Year. So if anyone wants to organ-
ise a Christmas walk in the northern hemisphere, 
please feel free to do so! 
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A POEM FOR REMEMBRANCE 

I wrote this poem to be topical for Remembrance. On the surface 
this poem is set in an apparently idyllic rural scene where the 
corn is ripening to maturity. This scene is interrupted by external 
events and the marching boots of an army cause devastation. All 
seems lost. However, this is not the final word. The marching 
boots are transitory but the farmer recovers the corn and plants 
the seeds again in new ground where they flourish into a peace-
ful eternity. Of course depending on how you look on the corn 
and the farmer there are various metaphors to discover in the 
poem but the overall message is that even though we may go 
through some very dark times there is always hope for the future 
and love will always eventually win out over hate. 

The Cornfield 
 
1)Shafts of gentle sunlight 
Lit the early morn 
Spreading graceful fingers 
Across the red rimmed dawn 
 
2)Beneath the sky, a cornfield 
Standing fair and bold 
Formed an undulating mass  
Of green now turning gold 
 
3)It stretched to the horizon 
Each stem was in its place 
Dancing in the playful breeze 
With vibrant careless grace 
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4)White clouds scudded through the sky 
The heat of noonday passed 
The evening shadows lengthened 
Across the field so vast 
  
5)And through the crimson sunset  
A heavy stamping sound 
Echoed through the twilight 
Then boots upon the ground 
  
6)Trampled through that cornfield 
Breaking down the wheat 
Ears were smashed into the mud 
Beneath the pounding feet 
  
7)Drums sounded in the distance 
The marching boots moved on 
The crows moved in expectantly 
As soon as they were gone 
  
8)But just as they were landing 
Near where the corn stalks lay 
The famer came among them  
And chased them all away 
  
9)The ears were gathered in his arms 
A strong but tender hand 
Brushed off all the dirt and soil 
Still clinging from the land 
  
10)The corn was taken to his barn 
He safely stored the grain  
Until it could be planted 
That hope would spring again 
  
11)The ground was cleared and tended  
So new life could be sown 
That hate would be defeated 
Wherever love was grown 
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12)And now from new beginnings 
The endless years unfold 
Corn dances in the peaceful fields 
Eternal fields of gold 
 
Megan Thompson 2018 
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MY AUSTRALIAN ADVENTURE 

THANK YOU for all your good wishes 
for my latest adventure - on The Gold 
Coast in Oz. 
 
Having returned after 3 weeks away, 
it's hard to believe it actually hap-
pened, but I've attached a photo to 
prove to myself as much as anyone 
else that I really did take part in the 
World Triathlon Championships wear-
ing a GB suit with my name on it. 

 
The experience was amazing, and although the result wasn't a 
world beater, I'm very happy with it.  To have had the opportuni-
ty in the first place, and then to finish with a lovely American la-
dy, having completed most of the run leg with her and hearing 
her story, was a privilege. 
 
After the event I had two weeks to ex-
plore.  I had the chance to visit a cousin I 
vaguely knew I had, and a second cousin 
I had no idea existed.  They were both 
extraordinarily welcoming and hospitable 
giving me the chance to discover a whole 
new branch of my family with such differ-
ent lifestyles to mine, but with uncanny 
similarities! 
 
I spent a weekend being shown around 
Sydney by an ex-colleague who now 
lives there (I was paving the way for the 
Royal visit).  We saw so much in a very 
short time - and my overall opinion.......I loved it! 
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 I travelled back to The Gold Coast via Byron Bay where I spent 
a very peaceful two days, exploring, swimming and walking on 
the beach.  A Greyhound bus then took me back to the hotel 
where my adventure began, to retrieve my bike and fly home. 
 

 
Jan Morse 
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Thinking Evening 
 

7.30pm for refreshments, 8pm start, ending by 9.30pm 
on Wednesday 28th November 2018 

At Marlborough Road Methodist Church, St Albans AL1 3XG 
 

Revd Simon Carver 
Senior Minister at Dagnall Street Baptist Church 

 

 

17 States in 27 days:   
Reflections on Religion and 
Politics in Trump’s America 

 

Donations to cover expenses and any profits will be given to Open Door 
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  THE NEWLYN TIDAL OBSERVATORY 
 
Written by Newlyn Archive  2018.  

  

Compiled by Richard Cockram, 
Linda Holmes, Ron Hogg and 
Frank Iddiols Edited by P Lomax 

Published by Newlyn Archive 
2018 (or order plus P & P on line 
at the Newlyn Archive website) 
ISBN 978-0-9567528-4-0 
40 pages 
47 illustrations 

 

The new book tells the story of the small unas-
suming building next to the lighthouse on Newly-
n’s South Pier. It is the Newlyn Tidal Observatory 
and it houses a simple domed brass bolt set in a 
recess in the floor, the top of which is the bench 
mark for all height measurements in mainland 
Great Britain. 
The Observatory opened in 1915, when the first 
world war was already underway. Its job was to 
collect sea level data which was used to calculate 
a mean sea level that became the bench mark for 
all heights in Great Britain and is known as the 
Newlyn Datum. The book describes the original  
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equipment installed in the Observatory, the people 
who acted as official tidal observers, and how the 
work evolved over the next hundred years. The sto-
ry has never been told with such detail, because 
the authors had available the original Newlyn Har-
bour Logs, Minute Books and Account Books, me-
ticulously written by various harbour clerks, cover-
ing the period from when the Tidal Observatory 
was first conceived until the records held in the Ar-
chive end in 1986. 
The iconic painting on the cover of the book is The 
South Pier, Newlyn by Edwin V Forrest RCA, 1918-
2002 Courtesy Anne Forrest. 
  

Get your copy direct 
from 
Frank 

(while stocks last) 
£8 

Or can be ordered direct from the Newlyn  
Archive, this will add p&p 
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A NIGHT TO REMEMBER 
 

Recently I was having a Facebook discussion with a friend 
about the pros and cons of how we celebrate Halloween in 
modern Britain.  Our discussion touched on the historic tradition 
of All Soul’s Day and the importance of facing the reality of 
death and remembering those who have departed this life and 
the families they left behind.  It was at this point that a lady from 
Poland explained the tradition in her country.  These are her 
words: 
 
“In Poland the entire country goes out to the cemeteries in the 
week leading up to 1 November and cleans up and washed and 
adorns the graves of family and friends and those neglected 
and forgotten. 1 November is a public holiday and the roads are 
packed with people going to visit their graves.  Once there, they 
say prayers and light glass cemetery candle-lamps, which can 
be purchased everywhere very inexpensively.  All priests lead 
services commemorating the dead and they go to the cemeter-
ies to lead prayers for the dead and bless the graves.  As the 
autumn light fades, the cemeteries are aglow from the thou-
sands of candle-lamps burning there—so beautiful against the 
trees that are often a feature of Polish cemeteries.  Having visit 
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ed and prayed for and with their dead and all the others they can 
think of, people, typically go home and get together for family or 
friends’ suppers.  It’s a holiday, it’s seasonal. It’s the real begin-
ning of the dark time in nature.  And it’s so profoundly Christian.  
A beautiful custom and the night and day before are taken with 
preparing the graves and churches for the big event.” 
  
Protestant, who don’t believe in purgatory, have often been sus-
picious of anything that could be construed as praying for the 
dead and I share that concern.  And Baptist, with their emphasis 
on priesthood of all believers and suspicion regarding ‘ritual’, 
have often ignored Saint’s Days and much of the general church 
calendar.  I celebrate my tradition and wouldn’t be anywhere 
else, but I couldn’t help but find this woman’s post incredibly 
powerful and moving.  There is much to celebrate in our tradition 
but perhaps we have also missed out on some goodness along 
the way.   
 
I think one of those things  that we might have lost is a healthy 
engagement with loss and grief in the context of worship.  After a 
funeral service there is little in the Baptist arsenal to help us 
community face the reality of death, and to acknowledge our 
grief that always carries on in the days, months and even years 
after our funeral ends.  And it seems entirely fitting to give some 
thought to these issues as the night creeps in and dark becomes 
an increasing part of our day to day reality. 
 
And so, I am delighted to invite all of you to DSBC’s service of 
Memorial on Sunday 11th November at 6.30pm.  The service will 
be quiet and reflective and will provide a safe space to remem-
ber those who have left us and to pray that they are resting in 
God’s presence.  During the service a list of those who have 
died within our congregation over the last year will be read aloud 
as a communal act of remembrance.  I will be very happy to add 
any individual to the list, whether they have died in the last year 
or sometime ago and whether or not they were a regular at 
Dagnall Street or not.  If you would like them added to the list 
please just speak to me (Rev’d Jonny Fillis) or my colleague 
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(Rev’d Simon Carver) or drop me an email at 
jonnyf87@aol.com. 
 
We hope you will be able to join us for what is sue to be a 
beautiful night in God’s presence. 
 
Jonny 
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 BIBLE STUDY 
 
 

Every FRIDAY 
 
 

   2pm to 3pm 
 

 
In Room 5  

Cross Street Centre 
 
 

All are welcome 
 
 

Further details from Ewen Gilhespy 
01707 267682 
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Dagnall Street Baptist Church 

    Daycare     

 

This takes place every Tuesday from 10am to 2pm 
at Age Concern 1a Hall Place Close AL1 3SD. 

It has been running for almost 50 years 

We have our annual  

open day  
November 13th 10am to 2pm. 

It would be lovely to have a few more visitors this 
year as numbers have been low recently 

    

There are vacancies if anyone would like to join. 

We are always looking for speakers. 

Thanks Noreen [Mobile 07947029556] 

Dagnall  Street  Baptist  Church  and  Cross  Street  Centre  Magazine  

26 

 

 
Dagnall Street Baptist Church 

    Daycare     

 

This takes place every Tuesday from 10am to 2pm 
at Age Concern 1a Hall Place Close AL1 3SD. 

It has been running for almost 50 years 

We have our annual  

open day  
November 13th 10am to 2pm. 

It would be lovely to have a few more visitors this 
year as numbers have been low recently 

    

There are vacancies if anyone would like to join. 

We are always looking for speakers. 

Thanks Noreen [Mobile 07947029556] 

Dagnall  Street  Baptist  Church  and  Cross  Street  Centre  Magazine  

26 

 

 
Dagnall Street Baptist Church 

    Daycare     

 

This takes place every Tuesday from 10am to 2pm 
at Age Concern 1a Hall Place Close AL1 3SD. 

It has been running for almost 50 years 

We have our annual  

open day  
November 13th 10am to 2pm. 

It would be lovely to have a few more visitors this 
year as numbers have been low recently 

    

There are vacancies if anyone would like to join. 

We are always looking for speakers. 

Thanks Noreen [Mobile 07947029556] 

Dagnall  Street  Baptist  Church  and  Cross  Street  Centre  Magazine  

26 

 

 
Dagnall Street Baptist Church 

    Daycare     

 

This takes place every Tuesday from 10am to 2pm 
at Age Concern 1a Hall Place Close AL1 3SD. 

It has been running for almost 50 years 

We have our annual  

open day  
November 13th 10am to 2pm. 

It would be lovely to have a few more visitors this 
year as numbers have been low recently 

    

There are vacancies if anyone would like to join. 

We are always looking for speakers. 

Thanks Noreen [Mobile 07947029556] 



27 

  November 2018 

 

 

27 

  November 2018 

 

 



Dagnall  Street  Baptist  Church  and  Cross  Street  Centre  Magazine  

28 

 

 

Dagnall  Street  Baptist  Church  and  Cross  Street  Centre  Magazine  

28 

 

 



29 

  November 2018 

 

 

CHRISTMAS IS MESSY 
 

What do Ministers and High Street Shop managers have in com-
mon?  Well we both have to think about Christmas far to early.  It 
is early October and I am sitting in my office listening to Christ-
mas music and humming ‘Holiday’s are Coming’ (for inspiration, 
of course) trying to plan our Christmas festivities. 
 
What I don’t need to plan is how we will start our Christmas Sea-
son this year because that is all sorted!  Saturday, 1st December 
from 10.30am we will kick off our festivities with Messy Church, 
which will explore the theme ‘Christmas is Messy’.  This is some-
thing we all know.  From the chaos of Christmas dinner, to the 
wrapping paper strewn across the floor, to the family cramming 
into your home, perhaps having one too many glasses of 
red...Christmas can be messy. 
 
And, of course, Christmas has always been Messy.  It was cer-
tainly messy for Mary and Joseph...a long-haul donkey journey, 
failed hotel booking, and, of course, the birth of their son, Jesus, 
in a dirty, smelly, animal filled stable.  Jesus who would go on to 
become our King and saviour.  God seems to work through the 
mess.   
 
So at Messy Church this Christmas we are going all-out.  Our 
crafts and our games will be extra Messy.  We might even get 
Messy as we share lunch together.  But we thought we might 
need some help going even Messier.  And so, we have invited our 
friends from Ark Farm who have decided to bring along a few of 
their friends.  Now these friends don’t smell the best, and they 
have a tendency to walk on four legs, and they make some very 
unusual sounds, and well...they aren’t quite human.  This year we 
are turning our car park into a stable with animals to meet and pet 
and feed...What a glorious mess, what a glorious start to Christ-
mas. 
 
We would love you and your kids and your grandkids to join us as 
we kick off the Messy Festive Season in style!  We hope to see 
you there. 
 
Jonny 29 
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 Mission News 
Hertfordshire Baptist Forum Prayer Link 

November 2018 
 

Berkhamsted Baptist Church, - Vacant. 
We give thanks that we will be celebrating our 378th anniversary 
on Sunday 4th November.  We give thanks for all who have been 
willing to come and lead us in worship and bring God’s word to us 
so faithfully during the interregnum.  Please pray for guidance as 
we seek a new minister and those who are seeking the right 
church for their ministry that together we may discover His way for 
the future and see God’s kingdom grow." 
 
Central Baptist Association, - Rev. Stephen Copson. 
We give thanks to God for the life of the churches of our County 
Forum.  Our Baptist churches are working in a variety of contexts 
including suburban, town and village.  Pray for each as the mem-
bers seek to be good disciples of Jesus Christ, aware of the 
needs and opportunities of the community in which they live, 
ready to be good news in word and action, and offering places of 
welcoming hospitality to the rich diversity of people who are 
neighbours, friends and work colleagues. 
 
Bunyan Baptist Church. - Rev. Andrew Ginn. 
We praise God for our new Associate Minister Ali and her hus-
band Andy and ask you to join us in prayer as they adjust to life in 
Stevenage.  We look forward to new house groups starting this 
term and thank God for the chance to grow relationships with our 
community through events and services.  We ask that you would 
particularly keep us in your prayers as we face large discussion 
items in the life of our church regarding premises and services. 
 
The Church of the Resurrection LEP, HH. - Rev. Austin 
Janes. 
We give thanks for our new Curate Revd Hilary Kemp.  We pray 
for more people joining the family of the church so God's Kingdom 
may grow in our communities.  We pray for vision and resources 
for a possible relaunch of a youth group.  We pray for all prepara-
tions towards the big seasonal services. 
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Come and hear Christian Aid Kenya repre-
sentative:

  
  

 

  

  

 

 

DAGNALL STREET 
BAPTIST CHURCH 

JOHN KITUI
talk about

“Supporting Children with HIV/AIDS in Kenya”
 

1.00pm on Sunday 4th November in the Cross Street Café
If you’d like to join in our Soup Lunch prior to the meeting please 

sign up on the list on the desk in the link
(Our target is to raise £5,000 for this project which will be match funded x 17 by US Aid)  
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 Family Nativity & Gift Service  

Sunday 16th December  

10.30am  

It has been our custom over the past 3 years 
that we collect children’s gifts during this ser-
vice to be passed on to St Albans and 
Hertsmere Women’s Refuge for distribution 
amongst local needy children. 

Last year you very generously donated over 
70 parcels which were collected by representatives of SAHWR 
who expressed their “heartfelt thanks for great generosity and 
appreciation for continued support of the project.”  This year we 
will once again be accepting gifts during our Christmas Family 
Service on Sunday morning 16th December. 
 
The plan is to invite you all to include an extra item on your 
Christmas shopping list, which you could buy at a toy shop.  
We suggest that you then wrap it up and include a brief de-
scription, on a post-it note stuck to the outside, so that it can be 
appropriately given to a suitable child. 
 
The presents will be received at the Christmas Family Service 
on Sunday morning 16th December and then passed on to 
the St Albans & Hertsmere Women’s Refuge for distribution 
amongst needy children in time for Christmas. 
 
During our service on Sunday morning 9th December we hope 
to have a member of SAHWR come to tell us something about 
the very valuable work they 
do.  
 
Happy toy-shopping!  
      
 
The Mission Team   
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THE COPY DATE FOR THE DECEMBER/JANUARY 

ISSUE IS THURSDAY,  15th NOVEMBER 

The shops have all been decorated for Christmas and the count-
down to Christmas has started!  I keep having a little panic—I 
don’t know why. A friend of mine has even completed her Christ-
mas present shopping!!  If only I was that efficient,  I will be mak-
ing my Christmas cakes and Christmas puddings in the next few 
weeks. I won’t do anything else then until much nearer Christmas!
except, of course, putting a parcel together for Australia to arrive 
in time for my grandson. 

As you can read in her Australian adventure Jan had a great 
time—unfortunately she has broken her big toe and is not so ac-
tive at the moment and is frustrated by her inactivity.  Fortunately 
toes heel quite quickly and she can discard the boot next week 
and I am sure she will be away again on her next project!! 

The weather is lovely at the moment, beautiful sunny days, but 
chilly in the morning and at night.  Soon all the leaves will have 
gone from the trees and the frosts will increase.  My garden will be 
tidied this week and the winter pansies  and cyclamen planted 
and, hopefully, the last grass cut of the season. 

Take care on Bonfire night. 

Regards 
 
Glynis 
glynis.griffiths1@gmail.com 
01462 733665 
07709 618571 
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            CHURCH & CENTRE ROOM BOOKINGS 
  
To contact Danny Smith regarding Church and Centre 
room booking enquiries: 
  
Tel:  01727 568162 (new number) 
email: bookings@dsbc.org.uk 

            Monday Table Tennis/ Games            
                    Club       
  
We meet every Monday from 10.30am to 
1pm in the main hall. 

Refreshments available in the Cross St Centre 
Cafe 
  
All are welcomed for a time of fun and fel-
lowship 
  
               Trevor Oakley 

DAYCARE 
  
Daycare meets every Tuesday during school term time, at 
the Age Concern Centre, St  Peters Street.  If you know 
of anyone who would like to come along for lunch and 
companionship please contact:  Noreen Gilhespy on 
email noreen gilhespy@gmail.com or phone: 07947 
029556.  
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              WHO LET THE DAD’S OUT!! 
  

The meeting will take place on Saturday, 
10th November in the Lower Hall from 10am 

to 12pm 

                  KNITTING GROUP 
 
The knitting group will meet on Tuesday, 20th November  
in Cross Street from 11am—12.30pm and welcomes any-
one who would like to join with us.  Some bring their own 
knitting or crochet projects whilst other knit and crochet for 

the charity ‘Knit for Peace’. 
  
Judy Pendal 

                                  SCRABBLE CLUB 
  

Scrabble Club will be held on Tuesday 13th and 
Tuesday 27th November at 2.30pm in the Cross 
Street Centre. 
  

                                 FELLOWSHIP LUNCH 
  

The Fellowship Lunch this month will be held on Thursday, 15th  
November at 12.30pm in the Cross Street Café. 
   
Everyone is welcome. 
  
Diane Graham 
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 Top 1

Who was Guy Fawkes? 
Guy Fawkes (1570 to 1606), also known as Guido Fawkes, was one of a group 
of Catholic plotters who planned, but failed, to blow up Parliament - now known 
as the Gunpowder Plot of 1605. 

What was the Gunpowder Plot? 
At the time, King James I was on the throne. England had broken away from 
the Catholic faith and the Church of Rome in Henry VIII's reign (by 1536), but 
there were still many Catholics in the country. Guy Fawkes joined up with a 
group of thirteen Catholic plotters, led by Robert Catesby, who planned to 
overthrow the King and put a Catholic monarch back on the throne. 
The plotters rented space in the cellars of the House of Lords and filled it with 
gunpowder. Guy Fawkes was put in charge. They planned to set off the gun-
powder during the opening of Parliament, on 5th November 1605. One or more 
of the plotters, however, were worried that some of their fellow Catholics and 
friends would be at the opening and get caught in the explosion, and wrote to 
warn them not to be there that day. We know that a certain Lord Monteagle 
received a letter warning him to go to the country because Paliament would 
"receive a terrible blow". Lord Monteagle showed the letter to the King, and the 
cellars were thoroughly searched and Guy Fawkes caught. 
After several days of horrible torture, Guy Fawkes gave up the names of his 
fellow plotters and eight of them went to trial in January 1606. All were found 
guilty and executed in the terrible fashion of the times. 
On 5th November 1605 Londoners were encouraged to celebrate the King's 
escape from assassination by lighting bonfires, provided that "this 
testemonye of joy be carefull done without any danger or disorder" - and in-
deed an Act of Parliament soon followed, declaring 5th November as a day of 
thanksgiving throughout the country for "the joyful day of deliverance". 
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Top 1 

Modern Celebrations 
When we celebrate Bonfire Night now, it seems very far removed from the 
events of four hundred years ago! For centuries since then, communities have 
come together to build a big bonfire and make an effigy - a model - of Guy 
Fawkes using old clothes stuffed with newspaper, to burn on the bonfire 
(see Penny for the Guy). 
Fun fact: When you use the word "guy" in your sentences, have you thought 
where it comes from? The "guy" tradition of Bonfire Night gradually found it's 
way into our language, and by the 19th century the word "guy" was used to 
refer to a strangely dressed man. From there it was adopted into American 
English to refer to any man, and is of course still commonly used today! 
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 What, When and Where November 2018 
 
 
Saturday   3 Prayer Hour 
   10.00am Cross Street Room 5 
Tuesday   6 Church Meeting & Deacon’s Election 
   7.45pm Room 3 Cross Street Centre  
Wednesday   7 Free Church Service in the Abbey 
   Rev’d Simon Manley-Cooper 
   Honorary Chaplain, St Albans Cathedral 
Saturday 10 Who Let the Dads Out? 
   10.00am – 12.00pm Lower Hall 
Tuesday 13 Bible Study 
   10.30am – 12.00pm Cross Street Centre 
Tuesday 13 Scrabble Club 
   2.30pm Cross Street Centre 
Thursday 15 Baptist Fellowship Lunch 
   12.30pm Cross Street Centre 
Thursday 15 Deacons’ Meeting 
   7.45pm Room 5 Cross Street Centre 
Tuesday 20 Knitting Group 
   11.00am – 12.30pm Cross Street Centre 
Tuesday 27 Scrabble Club 
   2.30pm Cross Street Centre 
Saturday    Dec. 1 Messy Church with Ark Farm 
   10.30am 

 
 

Regular Events 
 
Mondays: Table tennis & Games Club 10.30am – 1.30pm Lower Hall 
Tuesdays: (term time) Daycare 10am – 2pm Age Concern St Peters Street 
Wednesdays: (term time) Toddlers 09.45am – 11.15am Lower Hall 
Fridays: Bible Study 2pm – 3pm Cross Street Cafe 
 
 
Sunday Services 
 
10.30am with groups for children every Sunday. 
4.00pm Church in the Café 1st Sunday each month, 
otherwise 6.30pm or as advised. 
Communion usually first Sunday morning and third Sunday evening. 
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