
































































CONTRACT BRIDGE JOURNAL 

have all the cards in 'the pack as well 
.as a colossal fit, will be induced to 
contract for the grand slam. South 
can now double in a far more 
comfortable frame of mind. 

PROBLEM No. 5 (30 points) 

Dealer, West. East-West Game. 
WEST EAST 
+ KB + AQ652 
IV' AK92 IV' QJ86 
0 Q 10 9 0 A6 3 
+ A 106 3 + J 

BIDDING 

WEST 
1 IV' 
3 + 
3 • 
6 NT . 

EAST 2. 
3 IV' 
4 0 

This. contract failed by two tricks. · 
{a) Which cif the above bids were 

chiefly responsible ·for this bad 
result? 

(b) What should the correct bidding 
be? , 

(c) How should West plan the play 
in a contract of 6 IV', North 
having lad a . trump ? 

Al-ISWER 

The first two bids are impeccnule, 
:and West visualises a slam as soon as 
he hears his partner's force. His rebid 
of 3 + is intended as a harmless 
waiting bid, but must be classed as 
doubtful ; it ·can scarcely be said to 
:give a picture of the West holding. 
The best action is probably a tactical 
underbid of 2 NT ; West will of 
course taKe vigorous action us soon as 
the position is clarified ; for instance, 
if East raises to 3 NT, West should 
bid 6 NT. Over 3 +, East rebids 
3 IV' ; this bid again appearS impecc
.able, but East in fact can make a far 
better bid that will make life delight
fully . simple for his partner. East 
-should. bid 4 IV'. The usefulness of 
this bid does not appear to be widely 
understood. It .had the double effect 
of signalling excellent trump support 
:and the fact that responder's hand is 
limited, othenvise he would obviously 
have made a Jess equivocal slam try. 
'The bid of 3 IV' leaves West in some 
doubt as to whether East lias the four 
trumps necessary for a successful slam 
.contract in Hearts ; once again he 
must make a waiting bid below the 

JI 

game level (3 + is obviously best) in 
hope that East will clarify the 

tssue. But. East in fact bids 4 0-
nnother pomtless and confusing bid 
that lends to the final · catastrophe. 
Bearing in mind the fact that \Vest 
has not made a single bid that can in 
any way be described as discouraging, 
East has no excuse at this stage for 
not bidding 6 West's 6 NT is 

only as an error of 
tmpnttence ; he has repeatedly asked 
East to say what denomination he 
wants to J?lny the hand in, but East 
.keeps passmg the buck back ; appar
ently East's hand, like \Vest's, is 
reasonably balanced, so 6 NT is the 
spot! But \Vest should give East one 
more chance of declaring his intentions · 
ho should · pass the buck back by 
bidding 5 (?. · To sum up, therefore, 
the followmg bids are at least 
questionable:· 3 +. 3 IV', 4 O, 6 NT. 

As a contrast to this confused and 
unco-operative rigmarole, the correct 
bidding is crisp and concise. The 
first four bids should be 1 IV' - 2 + -
2 4 .. West can now bid 6 IV', 
which East will pass, or the partnership 
can amuse itself with its fa\·ourite 
slam convention. 

With regard to the pia\· in 6 IV' 
after the opening ·lend of :i trump it 
will at once be apparent that 
or later West must pia\· on the 
Diamonds ; he must therefore arrange 
to make percentage ploy of leading 
0 Q, takmg a second finesse against 
0 J if South holds 0 K. Credit is · 
also given for the ploy of lllow Diamond 
from dummy, on the grounds that it 
tokes a stout and seasoned defender 
to duck without a tremor if holding 
0 K I As an extra safety play, \Vest 
should ruff two Clubs in dummy as a 
precaution against a bad break ' in 
Spades and trumps • 

PnoBLEM No. 6 (20 points) 
Dealer, \Vest. East-\Vest Game. 
WEST EAST 
+ 62 + AK743 
IV' K Q 10 3 IV' A 6 
043 OAK652 + AK 1094 + 3 

BIDDING 

WEST 
1 + 
3 IV' 
4 + 

EAST 

2 + 
4 0 
6 + 
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As all four suits broke badly, this 
contract foiled by three tricks. 

(a) Which of the above bids were 
chiefly responsible for this bad 
result? 

(b) What should the correct bidding 
be? 

ANSWER 

The first bid open· to question is 
West's rebid of 3 ~. There are twa 
schools of thought here : · the first 
holds that 3 \;;~ is in the nature of a 
reverse and means thnt West would 
have rebid 2 ~ over a response of 
1 + · The second school maintains 
thnt West should make a natural bid 
over the force and that . 3 \;;~ does not 
necessarily show anything over a 
minimum. Be it as it may, the fact 
remains that 3 ~ hns 'the effect of 
crowding the bidding, and the situation 
gets out of hand ; for East cnn scarcely 
b'e expected to bid 3 NT at this stage 
with his particular holding. Over 4 0, 
West is helpless ; he cnn only give 
preference with 4 + and pray that 
East will not take him seriously. But 
East has visions of a 5 - 4 - 3 - 1 
distribution in the West hand, and 
calculates that 6 + . will be a fair 
gamble even if dummy's trumps are 
three small or Q x or 1 10. On the 
whole · the gamble is unjustified ; 
East should restrain his ardour and 
mnke n slnm try such as 4 NT, relying 

· on his partner's intelligence' to bid the · 
slnm if the combined hands are other 
thnn a hopeless misfit. The bids that 
cnll for censure ore therefore 3 ~ nnd 
6 • . 

:· The ·correct bidding is 1 + - 2 + -
3. + : 3 0 - 3 ~ - 3 NT. This allows 
for more bidding space nnd the exchange 
of inferences, nnd Enst will be reluct-

• nntly forced to realise thnt nothing 
more ambitious thnn 3 NT-in fnct 
the only mnkenble game contract
can be attempted on two obviously 
ill-fitting hands. 

PRODLI!I\t No. '7 (10 points) 

Dealer, West. Love Al_l. South 
holds: · 

+ 109532 _ ~8 OAK95 + !J93 

BIDDING · 
WEiT NoRTH EAST SoUTH 
1 + No bid 1 lVI No bid 
2 • No bld 3 lVI ·No bid 
4\;;1 No bid 4 . No bid 
6 ~ 
West (dummy) holds : 

+ KQJ8 \;;IKQ6 0 2 + AK1062 
South lends 0 K, North following 

with 0 10 nnd East with 0 7. 
What cnrd should South lend to the 

second trick, ond why ? 

ANSWER 

This problem was frankly devised 
to catch the McKenney suit-preference 
maniacs. South lends OK and North 
plays 0 10, obviously an unnecessarily 
high cnrd ; what does North want-:i 
switch to the higher-ranking side suit 
in dummy, or a Diamoni:l continuation ? 
The answer is that there can. never be 
a " McKenney " on the opening lead, 
except in the rare case where a switch 
is 100 per cent. obvious. The thought 
may cross South's mind that North is 
void of Spades ; but East has not 
supported that sut, he has only made 
a cue bid of 4 + after Hearts had 
been clearly set as the trump suit. 
Had North wanted a switch to Spades, 
he would have played his lowest 
Diamond. If the play of 0 tO · is to 
be read as a suit preference ·signal, 
what redress has North with a hand 
such as the one he held in practice : 
• 7 6 ~ J 9 5 4 0 Q 10 8 6 4 + 7 5 

Without the Diamond continuation 
North's trumps will be picked up 
when South shows out qn the second 
round ; but once ~ J is protected 
East cnn only attempt tb make his 
contract ·by means of . a spectacular 
grand coup which cannot succeed 
agoinst North's distribution . 

We can bind your own copies 
of: Vols. I and .II in blue 
Rexine with gold lettering at . 
a cos~ of 21/- per volume . . 
Please send orders, · with 
Journals, to PRrESTLEY 
STUDIOS ' LTD., Commercial 
Road, Glouce$ter. 
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BRIDGE INDEX 
CLASSIFIED LIST ·oF HOTELS AND CLUBS 

HARROW 
IIArutOW lllllDOE l!J,UD-10, Northwlck 

Park Road, llA llllOW, Allddx. Tel. Harrow 
3008. Good stnudard Drldge In enjoyable 
atmosphere. Se!Bions twice dnlly. Partnerships 
and Duplicate. 

LONDON 
CnooKFOitD'S-1 0 Carlton House Terrace, 

London, S.W.I. Tel. No. Whitehall 1131. 
5/- Partnership, Tuesday Evenings. 2/- Part
nership, Weduesday nnd Friday evenln~ts. 
Duplicate l'alu · under the direction of lllr. 
Harrison-Gray e\·cry Thursday eveuln~: at 
i-30 p.m. R. PRO\'OST, · Managing Director. 
A. J. JIORSNELL, Secretary, 

GJ,ENAL\'ON llRIDGE CLUIJ-!!!! Nethcr
lmll Gardens, N. \\' .3. !'lay JJrldgc under 
Ideal conditions. :: llegular l'artnershll•· 
Visitors welcomed. Secretary, Mrs. Ralph 
Wllllruns. llAM. 7414. 
ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION- New Year 's 
Day, 1949. Afternoon Tea and JJulfet Suplrcr. 
~(embers and Guests cordially Invited. 

PARK LANE lJillDOE CLUIJ, 28 Curzon 
Street, W.l. Tel. Grosvenor 1400. Stakes 
flu. 1/·, !!/0 and 10/-: · Partnerships at Od. 
and 1/- on lllonday and Wednesday after
noons and Tuesday and Friday evenlnJ!S. 
Duplicate 1st Wednesday In every month. 
T. V. M. Cotter, Secretary. 

·cuT 

LONDON 

DORSET CLUII-3·5 Glentworth Street, 
JJaker Street, N. W.J. Tel. Welbeck 1030. 
ltegular partnership and duplicate. Stakes 
1/-, 2/!l and 10/-. 

LEDERER'&-II5 . Mount Street, W.I. 
Tel. No. lliyfuir 7850. Continuous piny from 
2-30 to 12 p.m. Duplicate, Tuesday evenings. 

NOTTINGHAM 

CRANTOCK llRJDGE CI.l1D-480 1olnmlleld 
Roar!, Nottingham. Tel. No. Nottlnltlt:lm 
65021. Proprietress: ~IRS. D. M. HOPEWELL. 
Hon. Secretary: N. R. C. FruTH. Visitors 
welcomed. Excellent venue for m:~tches In 
~Udlands. 

WORTHING 

WOilTIIINO RESIDENTI.\L lJitiDGE CLOD
Full Club Licence. llri<h:e dally :! to i p.m. 
and 8 tu 1:! p.m. Dupllcutc :!nli nnd 4th 
~louduy at :!-15 p.m: }'urthcr partlcular3 
apply Secretary, 1:! JJyron l!oud. Telephone 
Worthln~-t 234. _ 

~llllADEI.LE lllliDGE CLUIJ-Heenc Terrace, 
Sea .1-'ront, Worthln;:. Dally Sessions, !!-30 p.m. 
nnd 8 p.m. ltestnurunt ndjolitlng. Licensed. 
VIsitors Welcomed. Tel. 0431-2. 
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Now ready 

Thorne's Complete 

c:oNTRACT BRIDGE 
entirely re-written by HUBERT PHILLIPS 

" Excellent material, admirably presented, can be read : 
with much profit -.· . brilliant and original." 

The Field. 

"Att all-round book and a good one." 

Terence Reese (Observer). 

" ,Hubert Phillips is a first-class pl~~V and sound 
writer 011 the game." Birmingham Post. 

" All the principal bidding systems are summarized 
a book to be recommended." 

W. Morning News. 

" All that is needed to make you wise." 
' Evening News. !t/· n et. 

f}J~t p u blished 




