


































































































CONTRACT BRIDGE JOURNAL

As all four suits broke badly, this
contract failed by three tricks.

(@) Which of the above bids were
chiefly responsible for this bad
result ? '

(b) gl;at should the correct bidding

ANSWER

The first bid open- to question is
West’s rebid of 3 P. There are two
schools of thought here:- the first
holds that 3 ) is in the nature of a
reverse and means that West would
have rebid 2 0 over a response of
1 &. The second school maintains
that West should make a natural bid
over the force and that 3 ) does not
necéssarily show anything over a
minimum. Be it as it may, the fact
remains that 3 P has the effect of
crowding the bidding, and the situation
gets out of hand ; for East can scarcely
be expected to bid 3 NT at this stage
with his particular holding. Over 4 O,
West is helpless ; he can only give
preference with 4 & and pray that
East will not take him seriously. But
East has visions of a 5 - 4 - 3 - 1
distribution in the West hand, and
calculates that 6 @ . will be a fair
gamble even if dummy’s trumps are
three small or Q x or J 10. On the
whole the gamble is unjustified ;
East should restrain his ardour and
_make a slam try such as 4 NT, relying
on his partner’s intelligence to bid the
slam if the combined hands are other
than a hopeless misfit. The bids that
call for censure are therefore 3 ) and
6 &

- The correct bidding is 1 & - 2 & -
3d4:30-3Y-3NT. This allows
far more bidding space and the exchange
of inferences, and East will be reluct-
.antly forced to realise that nothing
more ambitious than 3 NT—in fact
the only makeable game contract—
can . be attempted on two obviously
ill-fitting hands.

ProsLem No. 7 (10 points)

Dealer, West. Love All
holds :

#109532 Y8 OAK95 #J93

South

32

BippINg -
West  NortH East SoutH
1 No bid 1 V4 No bid
2 & Nobid 3 ¢ No bid
4 g Nobid 4 & No bid
6

West (dummy) holds :
#KQJ8 YKQ6 O2 #AK1062

South leads ¢ K, North following
with ¢ 10 and East with O 7.

What card should South lead to the
second trick, and why ?

ANSWER

This problem was frankly devised
to catch the McKenney suit-preference
maniacs. South leads QK and North
plays O 10, obviously an unnecessarily
high card ; what does North want—a
switch to the higher-ranking side suit
in dummy, or a Diamond continuation ?
The answer is that there can.never be
a ‘“McKenney ” on the opening lead,
except in the rare case where a switch
is 100 per cent. obvious. The thought
may cross South’s mind that North is
void of Spades ; but East has not
supported that sut, he has only made
a cue bid of 4 & after Hearts had
been clearly set as the trump suit.
Had North wanted a switch to Spades,
he would have played his' lowest
Diamond. If the play of ¢ 10'is to
be read as a suit preference -signal,
what redress has North with a hand
such as the one he held in practice .

76 VJ954 0Q10864 75

Without the Diamond continuation
North’s trumps will be picked up
when South shows out gn the second
round ; but once 0 J is protected
East can only attempt to make his
contract -by means of  a spectacular
grand coup which cannot succeed
against North’s distribution.

We can bind your own copies
of Vols. I and II in blue
Rexine with gold lettering at
a cost of 21/- per volume.
Please send orders, with
Journals, to PRIESTLEY
Stupios: Lrp., Commercial
Road, Gloucester.
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BRIDGE INDEX

CLASSIFIED LIST OF HOTELS AND CLUBS

HARROW

HArrow DBRIDGE CrLuB—16, Northwick
Park Road, HArrow, Middx. Tel. Harrow
3008. Good standard Brld{.'e in enjoyable
atmosphere. Sessions twice daily. Partnerships
and Duplicate.

LONDON

CROOKFORD'S—16 Carlton House Terrace,
London, S8.W.1. Tel. No. Whitehall, 1131.
5/- Partnership, Tuesday Evenings. 2/- Part-
nership, Wednesday and Friday evenings.
Duplicate Pairs -under the direction of Mr.
Harrison-Gray every Thursday evening at
7-30 p.m. R. ProvosTt, Managing Director.
A. J. HORSNELL, Secretary,

GLENALVON BRIDGE CLuB—22 Nether-
hall Gardens, N.W.3. Play Bridge under
ideal conditions. Regular Partnership.
Visitors welcomed. Secretary, Mrs. Ralph
Williams. HAM. 7414,

ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION—New Year’s
Day, 1949. Afternoon Tea and Buffet Supper.
Members and Guests cordially invited.

g PARK LANE BRIDGE CLUB, 28 Curzon

Street, W.1. Tel. Grosvenor 1469. Stakes
6d., 1/-, 2/6 and 10/-: Partnerships at 6d.
and 1/- on Monday and Wednesday after-
noons and Tuesday and Friday evenings.
Duplicate 1st Wednesday in every month.
T. V. M. Cotter, Secretary.

LoNDON

DORSET CLUB—3-5 Glentworth Street,
Baker Street, N.W.1. Tel. Welbeck 1039.
Regular partnership and duplicate. Stakes
1/-, 2/6 and 10/-.

LEDERER'S—115 ~Mount Street, W.1.

Tel. No. Mayfair 7859. Continuous play from
2-30 to 12 p.m. Duplicate, Tuesday evenings.

NOTTINGHAM

CRANTOCK BRIDGE CLUB—480 Mansfleld
Road, Nottingham. Tel. No. Nottingham
65021, Proprietress : MRS. D. M. HOPEWELL.
Hon. Secretary: N. R. C. FRrITH. Visitors
welcomed. Excellent venue for matches in
Midlands.

WORTHING

WORTHING RESIDENTIAL BRIDGE CLUB—
Full Club Licence. Bridge daily 2 to 7 p.m.
and 8 to 12 p.m. Duplicate 2nd and 4th
Monday at 2-15 p.m. Further particulars
apply Secretary, 12 Byron Road. Telephone
Worthing 234.

MIRABELLE BRIDGE CLUB—Heene Terrace,
Sea Front, Worthing. Daily Sessions, 2-30 p.m.
and 8 p.m. Restaurant adjoining. Licensed.
Visitors Welcomed. Tel. 6431-2.
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Now ready

Thorne’s Complete

-CONTRACT BRIDGE

entirely re-written by HUBERT PHILLIPS

‘“ Excellent material, admirably presented, can be read
with much profit , . . brilliant and original.”
The Field.

“An all-round book and a good one.”
Terence Reese (Observer).

,,,,,

“ Hubert Phillips is a ﬁrsl class playér and sound
writer on the game.” Birmingham Post.

“All the principal bidding systems are summarized
. a book to be recommended.”
; W. Morning News.

“All that is needed to make you wise.”
) Evening News.  9/- met.
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