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/ Editorial 
SET FAIR 

The rehearsal for Bridgerama 
went off well-even the play was 
respectable-an~ everything is set 
to efface the memory of that 
rather dreary contest at Brighton 
in 1950. The continental visitors 
found it hard to understand then 
that we were still suffering from 
the effects of glorious victory. 

LAST ORDERS, PLEASE 

We have repeated on page 28 
the address for Bulletin orders, 
though really it is past the time. 
Any who fail to place their order 
within the next day or two may 
receive the first two or three 
issues a little late. -

WINTER JOURNEY 

annual subscription to the H.B.W. 
has been increased by 5/-. On 
page 27 we publish the new over
seas rates. If some of these seem 
slightly high in comparison with 
the old, that is because we hav~ 
had to pass on the bank charges. 

BRUISED PLUM 

Adam Meredith's many friends 
will be glad to hear that though 
still in plaster he is making a good 
recovery fron1 his car accident in 
the South of France. 

TRY IT .SOME TIME 

From the Lebanon Mrs. Dur
ran brings back ·an echo of a 
"convention" that I thought ex
isted only among the lowest 
echelons .. 

Two German ladies, cheerful 
but inexpert, were heading for 
a 1'4 per· cent score. Their oppo
nent a home player, was con-, . 
templating a Two Club opemng 
when one of them exposed her 
cards, crying: 

"Ha, ha! I have no card 
d 1 

,, 
above a 9! New ea · 

The Icelandic Bridge Union 
has made a very generous offer 
to a British team of champion
ship class to travel to Reykjavic 
by air and stay for 10-12 days, 
~verything paid, including the 
Journey. The date either Oct
ober/November or F~ bruary /May. 
If any team of four or five of the 
required standard, would 'like to 
rnake the trip I can put them in 
touch with their hosts. Bridge on Network Three will 

be resumed on October 1st with 
a live broadcast from Torquay at 

th~ -· 3.30 p.m. on Sunday afternoon. 
OVERSEAS RATES 

As m · enttoned last month, 
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Advance notice of the most keenly awaited · u 
' [I' 

book in bridge hi~tory 

i 

I . 

· 'II A.COL 
!r THE 'I 

SYSTEM TODAY · 
By TERENCE REESE and ALBERT DORMER ill 

!I -I 
Part I 

The Uncontested Auction 

Part II 

The Contested Auction 

Part III 
. ' 

Acol in the Space Age 

TO BE PUBLISHED IN NOVEMBER BY EDWARD ARNOLD LTD· 
I· 

6 

I 
!,: 

~~~ -=;; 



Championship Prospects 
by HAROLD FRANKLIN 

- The Teams-Open Series 
Italy (holders). P. Astolfi, B. 

Bianchi, G. Brogi, E. Cremon
cini, V. Gandolfi, A. Mascher
oni. 

Belgium. C. Monk, E. Silber
wasser, J. Melon, J. Deliege, 
E. Polak, S. Rubin. , 

Denmark. K. Faarbaek, S. Wer
delin, B. Aastrup, C. Werdelin, 
K. Brokholm, G. Andersen. 

Finland. I. Kajaste, P. Jarvinen, 
I. Leinonen, R. Salmi, H. 
Forsblom, 0. Hakkinen. 

France. P. Ghestem, R. Bach
erich, L. Malabat, C. Deruy, 
J., Herschmann, J. Stetten. 

Germany. E. Von Dewitz, F. 
Chodziesner, K. Korsing; K. 
Rachwalski, R. Rammensee, 
H. von Rotteck. 

Gr~at Britain. N. Gardener, K. 
onstam, C. Rodrigue, A. 

T
Rose, R. A. Priday, A. F. 
ruscott. 

Iceland E B · · enonysson G. Gud-
mu d ' n sson, J. Jonsson L. Karls-
son S ' ' · Gudjohnsen, S. lng-
varsson 

Ireland .H 
l · · S. Diamond, A. 

ennon J H 0 , R ' · . Dempsey, M. 
MosFenberg, F. W. O'Connell, 

· · O'Connell. 
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Lebanon. F. Bustros, H. Dalati, 
C. Smart, B. Takieldine, A. 
Tosbath, J. Warde. 

~etherlands. G. Kramer, H. W. 
Pilarski, P. Boender, L. Oud
shoorn, M. Cats, N. Verboog. 

Nonvay. E. Hoie, R. Halle, B. 
Larsen, J. Magnussen, L. Niel
sen, .L. Strom. 

Portugal. F. Costa, A. Supico, 
M. Fontes, M. Prego, A. Bran
dao. 

Spain. R. Bufil, J. Marti, . V. 
Conill, E. Puig - Doria, C. 
Llorens, A. Togores. 

Sweden. A. Hjertstrand, P. Lun
dell, P. Nygren, K. NeveU, C. 
Radberg, J. Wohlin. 

Switzerland. M. - Bardola, P. 
Bernasconi, E. Jacobi, J. Ortiz, 
J. Besse, S. Gursel. 

U.A.R.· R. Doche, d. Gresse, M. 
el Miniawi, P. Schmeil, T. 
Trad, M. Zananiri. 

My nominees for the top of the 
table (not in order)-Italy, Fran~e, 
Great Britain, Holland, and Swit-

zerland. 

Little is known of most of the 
Italian newcomers, but if ~hey 
are next best to the . champiOns 
they must be good. Even so, I 



do not expect them to win. . 

Holland, with Filarski back, 
is sure to go close. Over the past 
years they have consistently fin
ished in the top quarter and 
have, on occasion, led the way 
for a good deal of the distance, 
without ever finding the staying 
power to see them through to the 
end. This is the sort of perform
ance I expect from them again. 

Britain and France 

the absence, for various reasons 
of four of the successful Olympi~ 
team from the French trials, the 
competition was strong and the 
trials exhaustive and the mere 
fact of having emerged from them 
successfully is a strong recom
mendation. I take the view that 
any team which finishes ahead 
pf the French will be the new 
champions. 

No team is better fitted to do 
so than the British, a well
balanced team ip. which every 

Great Britain and France were pair is likely to pull its . weight. 
both faced with a problen1 of I expect Rose and Gardener to 
selection owing to _ the una vail- provide the main strength and 
ability of leading players, but am undisturbed in this view by 
both bring strong teams to the their lack of success in the past 
starting line. season. Their talent is unquestion-

The backbone of the French able, their experience considerable 
team will be Gl:estem and Bach-· and the occasion is likely to pro
erich, who have had success duce their best game, just as in 
in European, World and Olympic Turin. Truscott and Priday ~vere 
Championships. Deruy, earlier the outstanding pair in the Selec
in this year, acquired World tion Trials; they are great triers, 
Championship experience without they take infinite pains, and they 
as yet having played in a Euro- give away very few tricks, and 
pean, and the other .three members these are the qualities that make 
will be making their first appear- a successful team. Konstam and 
ance in a major championship. I Rodrigue are _ a comparatively 
am a firm believer in the con- new partnership; both are top 
siderable advantage of previous· class players and Konstam has 
championship experience; new displayed a great talent in the 
faces, however, abound in this past for adapting his methods t.o 
year's series and · none of the a wide range of players. Their 
debutants are likely to have been performance in the trials was of 
reared in so tough a native game varied quality, but their partner
as the French players. Despite ship has become more closely 
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knit since then and Konstam in 
particular has the great attribute 
of never recognising defeat 

Can Switzerland do it? 
My fifth tip as possible winners 

are Switzerland, who have always 
been capable of beating the top 
teams. Besse's new partner, Gur
sel, is a Turkish student residing 
in Geneva. If he can walk straight 
into championship class then 
Switzerland will have three very 
strong pairs. 

Perhaps I am wrong to leave 
Sweden out of the reckoning, but 
too many of her most famous 
names are missing. 

The Middle Group 
I expect Germany, Iceland and 

U.A.R. to be prominent amongst 
the middle group. 

Germany, whose usual place 
has been about half-way up the 
table, and U.A.R., whose average 
has been a little better, are both 
well represented and can hope 
fo.r their best year, and Iceland 
Will look back to the last time 
Great Britain was the host coun
try, when they were the runners
~p at Brighton. Spain, compara
lt~e newcomers to international 
bn.dge, are finding their feet 
qUickly Th . · ey performed well 
agatnst 1 d · · ea tng teams including our ' 
tak own, at Oslo and may well 

Y 
e many unexpected points this 

ear. 

9 

Portugal are making their first 
appearance in a championship 
and will not look for a great 
measure of success at their first 
venture. 

I _would have liked to think 
that this year's event might see 
our Irish neigh bpurs raise them
selves into the top half. On 
previous occasions they have pro
mised to do so, but have faded 
towards the end of the tourna
ment: this yea.r the fact that four 
of their team. are making a first 
appearance is likely to work to 
their disadvantage. . 

Sweden, amongst the leaders 
for many years after the war and 
the winners in DunLaoghaire in 
1953, are unlikely to strike the 
front again, but will be strength
ened considerably by the return 
of "Fat Boy" Jan Wohlin, who 
may well be the most impressive 
dummy player on view in Tor
quay. Ghestem of France will be 
another of the exceptionaJly 
talented card players, though the 
bidding methods favoured by him 
and his partner may seem the 
least intelligible to spectators who 
are familiar .only with the British 
style. 

Ladies Series- The Teams 
Great Britain (holders). Mrs. J. 

Durran, Mrs. F. Gordon, Mrs. 
M. Hiron, Mrs. J. Juan, Mrs. 
R. Markus, Miss D. Shanahan. 



Belgium. Mrs. I. Deswartes, Mrs. 
I. Kover, Mrs. C. Myrans, 

Miss S. Moulia. 
Finland. Mrs. I. Standertskjold, 

Mrs. u. Runeberg, Mrs. S. 
Nyberg, Mrs. M. Johansson .. 

France. Mrs. A. Chanfray, Miss 
G. Morenas, Mrs. S. Gray, 
Miss M. Rouviere, Mrs. C. 
Martin, Miss S. de Temmer-
man. 

Germany. C. Cullman, L. Gott
" helf, A. Grossman, L. Koje

mann, E. Mucke, E. Reimann. 
Iceland. H. Hjartansdottir, L. 

Thorgeirsdottir, M. Kjartans
dottir, M. Jensdottir, 0. Krist
jansdottir, V. Gudjohnsdottir. 

Ireland. Miss M. McNulty, .Mrs. 
0. G. Giddings, Mrs. H. Spiro, 
Mrs. C. Fowler, Mrs. D. Cairn
duff, Mrs. W. O'Carroll. 

Netherlands. E. Ackerman, D. 
Hoogenkarnp, I. Blitzblum, A. 
Westerveld, W. van Heusden. 

Norway. D. Bendixen, R. Dill
eruct, R. Herseth, S. Huun. 

Sweden. Mrs. E. Martensson, 
Miss G. Moller, Mrs. R. Segan
der, Mrs. K. Stenhaamar, Mrs. 
V. Voss-Schrader, Mrs. B. 
Werner. 

U.A.R. Mrs. H. Camara, Mrs. 
A. Choucry, Mrs. S. Fathy, 
Mrs. L. Gordon, Mrs. J. Moor
cos, Mrs. S. Naguib. 

winners are considerably more 
difficult to find. I rate four teams 
as having an exce11ent chance to 
win - Great Britain, Belgium~ 

. Franc~ and U.A.R. 

For Great Britain ·only Mrs. 
Markus and Mrs. Gordon remain 
from the team that won the last 
Championship at Palermo. This 
time they are playing in partner
ship and nothing is better calcu
lated to increase the British 
chances. As a pair they can be 
considered a clear cut above any 
other pair in the tournament (and 
they will enjoy the considerable 
moral advantage of being so 
regarded by most of their oppo
nents). The only possible problem 
can be one of their own creation: 
they have shown in open com
petition that they are capable of 
imposing the necessary measure 
of discipline on their game. If 
they can do the same at Torquay 
the British ladies begin two up. 

Neither one player nor one 
pair ever won a match or a 
championship. Form amongst 
our ladies has been such as to 
suggest that if the trials had been 
held quarterly we should have had 
four different teams in the year. 
It is indeed fortunate therefore 
that we should have found a 

. us team of whom five have prevto. 
And here, in spite of the fact championship experience and .10 

that there are six fewer teams, the which the two non-exempted palfS 
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re comparatively new partner-
a . d ships who have practise con-
stantly and can be expected to be 
improving all the time. 

The newcomer, Mrs. J. Juan, 
will have an experienced cam
paigner to steer her through . the 
early nervous stages in her partner, 
Miss D. Shanahan. Others who 
saw more of the trials confirmed 
my view that this had been the 
steadiest pair throughout the two 
week-ends, and if Mrs. Markus 
and Mrs. Gordon are in dominat
ing mood, steadiness will be the 
main requisite. Mrs. Durran 
impressed favourably at Turin 
and she and Mrs. Hiron have the · 
experience to play their part. 

the temperament will once more 
decide. 

The biggest surprise at the 
Turin Olympic Championship was 
the win of the Arab ladies. That 
can only have been because few 
people knew the quality of their 
game. They won well,. and not 
luckily, they kept their heads well 
when the prospects of winning 
became apparent, and if they do 
as well again they are likely to be 
our most serious challengers. 

It is a little sad to review a 
Ladies Series in which Denmark 
is unrepresented, for no other 
team has so impressive a record 
in post-war championships as 
the Danish ladies. Austria, often 

The four ladies who represent an "unlucky" team for Oreat 
Belgium have been unlucky run- Britain have also had to withdraw. 
ners-up on more than one Of the rest, Ireland have the most 
OCCasion. With only ten matches regular habit of upsetting favour
to play in twelve days they may ites, and ,were themselves runners
suffer no disadvantage from being · up in Montreux. I don't expect 
only four and should go near. to find them concerned in the 
France seem to be no weaker than finish, but am prepared to see 
at :urin. Their new players took them take vital points from those 
a httle time to find their feet who are. 
there, but towards the end of the 
championships they had become The prospects therefore are for 
~ne of the most effective combina- two very open events. The new 
~Ions and were finally runners-up. method of scoring should reduce 

h
n the past their shortcomings the likelihood of a tie, but the 
ave been as much in tempera- issues may well be open, as at 

:ent as in technique. If they Brighton, to the very last round. 
r: art Well they are likely to go Good spectating, I hope, for all. 
•rom str h th re ' . engt to strength-if not, See you e · 
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A Brief Exctrrsion 
by I. T. SUN 

I never did find out what his 
real name was, but at the little 
bridge club off Madison Avenue 
they call called him Professor. 

To a relative stranger the Pro
fessor was a quite-spoken man, 
shy almost to the point of diffi
dence. But once you came to 
know him, he could be very 
charming and loquacious, par
ticularly when the topic of con
versation happened to be bridge. 

- As a matter of fact, that was 
what first attracted me to him. 
For, while not much of a player 
myself, I can generally spot a real 
expert the minute I see one. The 
Professor had all the attributes 
of a great player-alertness, judg
ment, imagination and ' poise-· 
and the more I watched him play, 
the more I began to wonder why 
his name was not better known in 
the world of bridge. 

One afternoon at the club when 
the attendance was unusually 
sluggish, we fell into conversation 
and, even before I realized it 

' 
my curiosity was getting the 
better of my decorum and I heard 
myself asking whether he had 
ever tried his skill at tournament 
bridge. 
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"Well, to tell you the truth, 
Mr. Sun, tournament bridge is 
not one of my fortes," began 
the Professor, apparently taking 
no offence. "But about a year 
ago, on a dare and a modest wager, 
I started to coach my niece Ada, 
a pretty and bright young woman, 
for barely six weeks before enter
ing a national open pair event. 
And would you believe it, going 
into the final session we were 
actually leading the field, albeit 
by a rather thin margin. 

"Bright as my niece is, she 
began to show signs of weariness 
in the last session. After all, the 
long grind and the excessively 
keen competition would have 
proved trying even to players far 
more seasoned. As a result, we 
start~d to go down hill. I tried 
to cheer her up as best I could, 
until this hand came up: 

(see next page) 
"Sitting West I opened the 

' ' Queen of hearts, won by declarers 
Ace. South played a diamond and 
successfully finessed the Queen. 
He re-entered his hand via the 
Ace of clubs for another diamond 
lead. Wi1en my King appearedd 
dummy ducked, and Ada droppe 



a small diamond. 
"At this stage, for all 1 knew, 

declarer could very well, upon 
regaining the lead, wind up with 
about eleven tricks if he had 
anything like four clubs to AQIO 

West dealer 
Neither side vulnerable 

NORTH 

• 62 
\? 8 7 
0 A Q 10 9 7 2 
. K 72 

WEST 

• A K 10 53 
c.{>QJ109 
0 KS .J 3 

SOUTH 

• J 9 8 7 
\?A K4 
0 8 6 

EAST 

• Q4 
y>6532 
0 J 4 3 
+ Q 8 64 

• A 10 9 5 
The bidding: 

SotrrH WEST NORTH EAST 

I+ 20 No 
JNT No No No 

or AQ9. So I banged down my 
~ce and King of spades. Imagine, 
~You can, my discomfiture when 
K~a dropped the Queen on my 

Ing. Instead of setting the con-
tract tw · 

o tncks, we gave declarer 
an overtrick. 

"I 
admit I could have opened 

~ sman spade at the outset to 
at the contract then a~d there. 
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But how was I to know, in view 
of South's vigorous bidding, that 
I would not lead into a spade 
holding such as QJ9x? How was 
I to know that a spade opening 
might not give declarer the ninth 
trick? The gist of the defence 
did not lie in the opening lead, 
but rather in the seemingly incon
sequential play in diamonds by 
East when I won with the King. 
Ada should have played the Jack 
of diamonds, to make me alive 
to the fact that a spade switch 
might bring success . 

"As we moved up to our last 
two boards, I told Ada that in
asmuch as we were sure to finish 
near the top of the field and my 
wager was as good as won, we 
might as well shoot for the whole 
works. After the particularly 
disastrous board we had just 
played, we needed two really sub
stantial swings to have any chance 
for first place. 

"Whatever crime of omissi9n 
Ada might have been guilty of 
on that last board, she more than 
atoned for it in the board to 

come. 

"To make my narration easier 
to follow, I have moved Ada to 
South's position to play the hand. 
Our opponents were two well
known Masters who trailed us 
very closely going into this l~st 
session. In view of such formtd-



able opposition, you must admit 
that Ada's bidding was not timid. 

East dealer 
North-South vulnerable 

WEST 

NORTH 
• 9 5 . 
ry 7 2 
0 9 6 4 2 
+ K8762 

EAST 
• 6 3 • 8 7 4 2 

ry 8 6 3 
0 J 5 

ry Q J 10 54 
0 A 10 7 

+ J 9 53 
SOUTH 

+ AQ 10 

+ A K. Q J 10 
\!} AK9 
0 KQ 8 3 
+ 4 

The bidding: 
SOUTH WEST NORTH 

2\!} . No 3+ 
4+ No No 

EAST 
1\!} 
No 
No 

"West opened the 8 of hearts, 
and Ada smothered East's , Jack 
with her Ace. She. then cashed 
the King of hearts and led a third 
heart for dummy to ruff. Both 
West and East followed suit. A 
diamond was led from dummy. 
East played low, and Ada won 
with the King. . 

"What next? Ada took only a 
few seconds to ponder, and then 
came up with a real tour de force. 
She calmly laid down the Queen 

of diamonds. West played .the 
Jack and East won with the Ace. 
East, after taking the 10 of dia
monds and the Ace of clubs 

' valiantly but vainly played a 
heart, hoping for a trump pro
motion for West. Ada ruffed, 
drew the outstanding trumps, and 
finally cashed her last diamond 
for the tenth trick. 
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"To make the hand, Ada had 
to appreciate two salient facts: 
that the adverse trumps were not 
likely to break 3-3, and that the 
Ace of clubs was almost sure to 
be behind the King. Accordingly, 
she had to develop her tenth trick 
in diamonds, and in doing so it 
was vital to keep West' from 
gaining the lead prematurely for 
a fatal shift through dummy's 
King of clubs. 

"Yes, Ada certainly acquitted 
herself.like a champion. But our 
battle was not yet over; let us 
go on to the next hand to see 
what happened. 

NORTH 
+ A 54 
\!}K982 
0 Q5 
+A 10 6 5 

SOUTH 
+ K 72 
\!}A Q J 10 4 
OA 
+K942 



The bidding: 
SoUTH WEST NORTH EAST 

I+ No 

2r:) No 3\? No 

4t No 4\? No 

4NT No 5c;? No 
6r:) No No No 

"When one decides to hang 
himself, he need not worry over 
a shortage of ropes. The meta
phor may be strained. But we 
were looking for swings, and 
swings outdid themselves beating 
a path to our door. As Ada, 
sitting North, laid her hand down, 
I could discern a note of appre
hension. I didn't blame her. 
Six Clubs looked like a good con
tract, but Six Hearts, especially 
against a pair known for its flaw
less defence, was not heart
~arming. I upbraided myself 
~~t~erly, if silently, for not having 
InSisted on a club contract. 

"Well-West opened a trump, 
and I played the Ace and Queen 
~0 clear all adverse trumps. Next, 
cashed the Ace of diamonds and 

the K' lOg of spades before crossing 
~~ dummy via the Ace of spades. 

ed dummy's Queen of diamonds 
and h ' 
What en East put up the King, 

do You think I played? A 
~mall club. Yes, a small club! I 
i r~nt You that in the moments 

En ervening between this play and 
ast's 

a fl next lead my heart missed 
de ew beats, but as East's frown 

epened I became more elated. 
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At long last East returned a 
diamond-not that it mattered. 
I trumped in dummy while pitch
ing another club from my hand. 
The rest was routine, as I found 
a 3-2 club split that let me estab
lish a third club trick via a ruff. 

"Here is the complete deal: 

WEST 

NORTH 
+A 54 
\?K982 
0 Q5 
+A 10 6 5 

EAST 
• Q 10 8 6 3 
\? 7 5 

• J9 
\? 6 3 

0 J 9 6 3 
+Q8 

SouTH 

0 K 10 8 7 4 2 
+ J 7 3 

+ K 72 
\?A Q J 10 4 
OA 
+ K942 

"I was lucky to be up· against 
strong opponents, for that me~nt 
I had to play for a genumc 
elimination. 

"We won the championship by 
just one match-point. As Ada 
then announced her. retiremen~, I 
decided after this brief excursiOn 
to return to rubber bridge." 

DUPLICATE BRIDGE STATIONERY 

All kinds supplied by 

A. L. FLEMING . 
12· Frant Road, Tunbridge Wells 

Write for price /is I and samples. 



EUROPEAN 
BRIDGE 
CHAMPIONSHIPS 

Bridge 
Tables 

supplied by 

GREEN BROTHERS 

Green Brothers of Hailsham, makers of 
world-famous Geebro folding furniture, 
are pleased to have been chosen to pro
vide all the Bridge Tables for these 
Championships. The sup~rior design of 
Geebro Bridge Tables makes them a 
popular choice with clubs and players 
everywhere. 
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BRIDGE TABLE No. 553 
As supplied for the European 
Championships. 36" square, 
covered in non-crush vehet. 
Available in medium oak, nat
ural polish or the new alumi
nium finish. 11 gns. 

BRIDGE SUITE No. 593 
Table as above, in new a(umi
nium finish, complete with fully 
upholstered Aluminium Bridge 
Chairs to match. 55 gns. Other 
Bridge Suites available from 
33 gns. 

Write for free illustrated catalogue 

GREEN BROTHERS 
(GEEBRO) LIMITED 

HAILS HAM 
sussEX 

Telephone 170 



Gold Cup Final 
by ALAN HIRON 

As reported last month, Mrs. course and found that only eleven 
Markus won a fast-moving and tricks were available-6 IMP's to 
exciting final by the narrow the winners. 
margin of 6 IMP's. So fast- A nice shot in the play of a 
moving was it (36 boards in pa~t-score hand earned- an extra' 
2 hrs. 40 mins.-duplicate players point for Mrs. F. Gordon: 
please note) that several kibitzers South dealer 
arrived to find stumps drawn. Love all 

This may well have contributed 
to the rather erratic play, but the 
hands .were never without interest 

NORTH 
• J 7 6 2 
'V J 4 3 

and I think it would be fair to say 
that Mrs. Markus's team fully 

0 K6 3 2 
+ A2 

deserved its win. WEST 
As a foretaste of things to + A 5 

come, Board 2 gave Boris Shapiro 'VA Q 8 
the opportunity to make a self- 0 10 9 8 
contradictory bid. Vulnerable + 9 8 7 5 3 
~gainst non-yulnerable opponents SouTH 

EAST 

. KQ 
r::} K 10 9 7 5 
0 J 7 54 
+ 104 

10 a competitive situation your + 10 9 8 4 3 
Partner has bid Five Diamonds 'V 6 2 
and this has been followed by a 0 A Q 
~ass. If you think that this is the + K Q J 6 
hmit of your hands it often pays The bidding was short and 
to b' ' b S tl 
0 

1~. Six confidently as the simple: One Spade Y ou 1 

PPosthon will almost certainly raised to Two Spades by North, 
~~rifice at favourable · vulner- and the lead was 0 10. It was 
a llity. On the other hand if obvious to cash OA, OQ, + A, 
i:u think that you can make Six, 0 K throwing a losing l~eart, b~t 
· en You should pass Five allow- not so obvious to play dummy s 
~~g ~ours~lf to be pushed into remaining diamond and throw 
s~ ~f the opponents sacrifice. the second losing heart. After 

aptro followed the second winning this trick the defence 
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could come to only two trump 
tricks and Mrs. Gordon scored 
170. Had she not played the 
fourth dianlond it is easy to see 
what could happen-East wins 
the first trump lead, cashes a 
high heart and plays his last 
diamond for West to ruff with 

+A. 

In the other room South opened 
One Club-probably a better pre
pared bid if you must open-and -
North responded with the rather 
stultifying bid of INT. This 
naturally became the final .con
tract and the defence took the 
obvious seven tricks. 

A lapse by one of the losers 
converted a gain of 4 IMPs into 
a loss of 3: 

East dealer 
L~ve all 

WEST 

+7 
<y) J 4 

NORTH 

• 54 3 
<y) A 8 
0 A6 
+A J 10 9 54 

EAST 

+AQJI0986 
<y)Q75 

0 QJ1095432 
+7 3 

0 J( 

+62 
SOUTH 

+K4 
<y) K 10 9 6 3 2 
0 8 7 
+KQ8 
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The new., true classic of bridge 
(Guy Ramsey in the Daily Teleeraph) 

THE E.XPERT GAME 
by Terence Reese 

Edward Arnold Ltd. lls. 6d, 

-

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST 

1+ 
2<y) No 4<y) No 
No . No 

West led his singleton spade 
and ruffed declarer's +K at the 
second trick. A switch to OQ 
was won by dummy's Ace and 
two top trumps were cashed, 
revealing East's Qxx. Declarer 
then started on the club suit, 
implicity playing East for a 7-3-2-
3 distribution. .More likely-in 
fact the only hqpe-is that West 
started life with an eight card 
diamond suit and that a third 
round of trumps would find 
East with no more diamonds. In 
the other roon1 the opening bid 
was Four Spades and East was 
lucky to be allowed to take 
seven tricks, undoubled. . 

However, the losers had their 
moments, including a grand slam 
on a (successful) finesse, and 
after thirty boards the score stood 
at 43-41 in favour of Mrs. 
Markus. Then came this num
ber: 



South dealer 
Love all 

NoRTH 

.+ AJ9 7 
\1' 8 2 
0 K9 64 
. A 106 

WEST 

+ K62 
\1 A 10 7 4 3 
01102 
+ 97 

SOUTH 

+ 4 
\I'KQ5 

EAST 

• Q 10 8 53 
<v J 9 6 
0 8 5 
+ K43 

0 AQ7 3 
+ QJ852 

Franklin and L. Tarlo for the 
.losers bid as follows:-

SourH WEsT NoRTH EAsT 

IO 1\) I+ DbJe. 
2t No 2<yJ No 
2NT No 30 No 
4t No· 5+ No 
No No 

~ second small club declarer fell 
Into the trap of taking a second 
finesse; East was quick to return 
a third round of clubs to defeat 
the contract. 

Howev~r L. Tarlo's team went 
into the lead in spectacular fashion 
on the very next hand:-

West dealer 
Game all 

WEST 

+ K 
<v 6 4 3 

NORTH 

• 64 3 
<v Q 10 7 
0 Q8 
+ A8752 

EAST 

+ AJ 8 5 
<y:'KJ95 

0 10 53 
+ KQJ1093 

0 7 6 2 
. 64 

SouTH 
• Q 10 9 7 2 
<yJ A 8 2 
OAKJ94 

+ -
Th' 

Is was clearly a superior Franklin, as South, reached 
~~ntract to the 3NT reached at Four Spades with no interference 

e other table which went a and took the • K Jead in dummy 

)Jleaceful one down after a heart to pl~y a spade to the 9 and King. 
ead and 1 . d 

In th a osmg club finesse. He ruffed the second club, crosse 
fl e play a spade was led and to 0 Q and led a second spade to 

\Va ter the Ace was taken a heart his 10 which held the trick and 
as 1 ' 

Anot ayed .to the King and Ace. , disclosed the trump break. Now 
rum her spade foJiowed and was . all that could be done was to run 
of ed. Declarer ran the Queen the diamond suit and hope that 
h 1 clubs, Which was allowed to when East fina1ly made one of 
a 

0 
d the trick, and continued with her high trumps she would have 

srnan club; when West produced no mor~ -clubs and would be 
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forced to lead away from her 
King of hearts; this pious hope 
was duly realised. 

Elsewhere the bidding had taken 
a more lively course:-

SOUTH WEST NoRTH EAST 

No No No 

1+ 2+ Dble. No 

20 No 2+ No 

4+ No No Dble. 

No No Redlbe. No 

No No 

Judging that hearts represented 
a better possibility of defensive 
tricks than clubs, Reese made the 
good lead of \?6. Double dummy 
the contract still seems to be a 
make-four rounds of diamonds 
are played immediately, discard
ing both losing hearts from the 
table, and in spite of several 
variations that the defence can 
try, declarer always seems to be 
able to restrict his losses to three 
trump tricks. However, declarer 
at the table got off on the wrong 
foot by ducking the opening lead 
-things got even more out of 
control later on and he ended 
with only eight tricks: 

After this the difference in the 
scores remained fairly small until 
on board 54 J. Tarlo for the 
winners thought it worth while to 
overcall an opening bid of One 
Heart by an opponent in spite 
of a previous pass by his partner, 
on the following hand. . 

+KJ987 
\? 10 3 2 
()A6 
+ 1(9 6 

whereas his counterpart decided 
to pass. The full hand: 

West dealer 
East-West game 

NoRTH 

+Q 
\?AJ876 
0 8 52 
+ AJ 8 7 

WEST EAST 

20 

• 10 6 54 2 
\?-
0 K 10 9 3 
• Q 10 52 

SOUTH 

+ A3 

+KJ987 
\? 10 3 2 
0 A6 
+K96 

\?KQ954 
0 QJ7 4 
+43 

SOUTH WEST NqRTH EAST 
No 1\? 1+ 

4\? 4+ No No 
Dble. No No No 

An overtrick. came quite easily. 
In the other room North-South 
were ·uninterrupted and scored 
420 in Four Hearts after the 
defence had missed the opening 

lead of OA. 
At the end of the second 

session's play, after 68 board~, 
Mrs. Markus led by 95-84 IMPs· 
Upon resumption this slowly grew 
to 134-111 with only eight boards 
to play. Where was the pro-



verbial Reese finish? On hand 94 · 
it started: a full-blooded psyche 

· in the closed room permitted his 
team to play the hand in hearts 
at both tables, Th.ree Hearts 
going four off undoubled and 
Four Hearts bid and made. 

Hand 95 proved a fortunate 
gain for the losers:-

East dealer 
Game all 

WEST 

NORTH 

• A 10 9 
~AJ653 

0-
• J 10 4 3 2 

EAST 

• Q J 7 3 + K 8 54 
<\? KQ2 
0 Q IO 9 7 
+ K5 

\) 9 8 4 
0185432 ·-SOUTH 

• 6 3 
~ 10 7 
0AK6 
+ AQ9876 

Sour a 
Closed Room 
WEST NORTH 

2t 2. 3. 4t No 5+ No No 

Sour a 
Open Room 

WEST NORTH 

2. 
5. 2. 3+ 
No No 6+ 

No 

EAST 

I+ 
No 

No 

EAST 

I+ 
No 

No 
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The Queen of spades was the 
lead in both rooms and one 
would think that tllis must pin
point the missing + K, for East 
has made a vulnerable opening 
bid: but in the room where it 
mattered the declarer played for 
the drop and so 6 more IMPs 
were recovered. Thirteen behind 
with five boards to play! 

Two more points were garnered 
I 

from the next two boards, then 
Konstam and Rodrigue pushed 
home a very thin vulnerable game. 
The lead had dwindled to 5 with 
two boards to play . 

Hand 99 provided the looked
for opportunity:-

North dealer 
Love all · 

NoRTH 

• Q 8 6 
<\)AK73 

WEST 

• IO 9 5 
<V 54 

0 10 3 2 
+ J 10 7 

0 K 7 54 
+ Q 8 6 5 

SouTH 

EAST 

• J 2 
<V 9 8 2 
0 J 9 8 
+ K9 3 2 

. AK743 
\[) Q J 10 6 

. 0 A6 

+ A4 
The winners played in Fo~r 

Hearts making Six; the losers m 
Four Spades, making Five~lea~
ly the limit of the hand m thts 

' . 



suit. Six Hearts virtually depends 
upon both majors breaking 3-2 
and if bid would have succeeded. 
Opportunity did not knock again 
as board 100 turned out to be a 
part-score hand and Mrs. Markus 
was home. 

Teams 

Mrs. R. Markus (capt.), Mrs. 
F. Gordon, M. Wolach, J. Tarlo. 

L. Tarlo (capt.), H. Franklin, 
T. Reese, B. Shapiro, K. Konstam, 
C. Rodrigue. 

Investing Wisely 
by B. GOLDENFIELD 

As a keen reader of bridge 
literature it usually amuses me to 
hear somebody say "Oh! I've 
never read a bridge book" with 
the inference that this does not 
improve a person's game, any
way. 

Playing rubber bridge recently 
with a partner of this type I was 
sitting East when we held at game 
all: 
WEST 

• 52 
<y>8 
0 K Q 10 2 
+ A. lO 9 8 7 5 

The bidding, 
dealer, was:-
SoUTH WEST 

I+ 2NT 
No 3+ 
No No 

EAST 

+ K J 10 3 
<ylQ5432 
0 AJ 
+ 16 

with North as 

NORTH EAST 

1 <y> No 
Dbl. No 
Dbl. No 

My partner had been keeping 
bad company and possessed a 
new toy : n the shape of the 

· unusual no-trump - a simple 
double never occurred to him. 

The opening lead was the Ace 
of hearts (from Ace-King) and I 
put down n1y hand, not without 
confidence. All played low to 
the opening lead and North 
switched to the 6 of spades. Mter 
a long pause my partner played 
the King from dummy, taken by 
the Ace, a small spade being 
returned to North's Qu~en. As 
both club honours were wrong 
declarer finished one down. 
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"Unlucky," said my partner, 
"it only depended on taking the 
right spade view or on finding ~he 
club honours divided." Not bemg 
pleased with the injustice to m~ 
dummy I explained to him that 1 



he had read the chapter on "Dis
covery, Assumption and Conceal
ment" in "The Expert Game" the 
rubber would have been won. 

The choice of spade finesse at 
trick 2 should not be a guess. The 
Jack is the . correct card to play 
because if the club honours are 
divided the declarer is likely to 

Make sure you have the Bulletin 
from Torquay. See page 28. 

make the contract whatever 
South's spade holding; but if 
both club hol)ours are wrong and 
North also holds AK of hearts 
(as indicated by the opening lead) 
then South must hold the Ace of 
spades to justify his bid. If 
South holds both spade honours 
then it matters not which spade is 
playe~ from dummy at trick 2. 

The principle governing this 
play is explained thus in "The 
Expert Game" : 

"When a contract depends on the 
~osition of two or three key cards 
II often helps to make a definite 
assumption about one of them. If 
You can afford it to be wrong, 
assume that it is wrong,· if you 
~llUSt have it right, assume that it 
IS right and build up your picture 

b
of the opposing hands on that 
asis." 

. In the above hand once North 
IS a ' 

ssumed to have AK of hearts 
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and KQ of clubs it becomes a 
simple matter to pla~e . South with 
the Ace of spades. If it eventually 
turned out that North, in fact, 
had the Ace of spades then 
declarer could be confident that 
at least one club honour was on 
his right. 

After I had explained this to my 
partner the ,next hand lost us the 
rubber 'and left me with this 
thought: 

Perhaps a bridge book is a good 
investment. Anybody who had 
learnt the lessons in "The Expert 
Game" sitting in the West posi
tion on the above hand would 
have won a 7-point rubber instead 
of losing a 7-point rubber and the 
book would have been paid for
leaving a little . over towards a 
book on bidding. 

The full hand was: 

WEST 

• 52 
~8 

NORTH 

• Q6 
~A K 10 9 
0 9 8 6 5 
+KQ2 

EAST 

+ K J 10 3 

0 K Q 10 2 
+A 10 9 8 7 5 

~Q5432 
0 AJ 
+ J6 

SouTH 

+A9874 
~ J 7 6 
0 7 4 3 
+43 



Best .follow-through in the bridge-bowling event at Deauvil/e was by Mrs. Y. Pete11, 
who . .. 

. carried the editor into second place. 



Mrs. Markus displayed her usual determination,~ but the woods did not co-operate. 

captain of the British team at Torquay, 
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Below we reproduce the August problems 

Problem No. 1 (IO points) 

I.M.P. scoring, game all, the bidding 
has gone:-

Sourn WEST 

INT No 
? 
South holds:-

NoRTH 
IO 
2\7 

EAST 
No 
No 

+J863 \7KQ6 0 73 +K932. 
What sh()uld South bid? 

Problem No. 2 (10 points) 

Rubber bridge, East-West vulnerable, 
the bidding has gone:-

Sourn WEST NoRTH EAsT 
I+ No 

? 
South holds:-
+10 \7- 0 KI 098653 +K9854. 
What should South bid? 

Problem No. 3 (10 points) 
I.M.P. scoring, love· all, the bidding 

has gone:-
SoUTH WEsT 
No I\7 
lNT 20 
? 
South holds:-

NORTH 
Db I. 

· No 

EAST 
No 
No 

+875 \7 A943 0102 +KQ86. 
What should South bid? 

Problem No. 4 (20 points) 

I.M.P. scoring, love all, the bidding 
has gone:-

SouTH WEST 

2\7 
? 
South holds:-

NORTH 
No 
3+ . 

EAST 
I+ 
No 

+AJ53 \79 0 K94 +AQ954. 
(a) Do you agree with the overcall of 

Two Clubs? If not, what alternative do 
you prefer? 

(b) What should South bid? 

Problem No. 5 (10 points) 
Match-point pairs, North-South vul

nerable, the bidding has gone:-
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SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST 
INT No 

No 
Dbl. 
? 

... 

(15-17) 
20 No 
Redblc. No 

South holds:-

No · 
2+ 

+73 \7KJ10 OQ864 +J754. 
What should South bid? 

Problem No. 6 (20 points) 
. Rubber bridge, North-South vulner-

able, the bidding has gone:-
SouTH WEST NoRTH EAsT 
I+ Dbl. No IO 
? 
South holds:-
+IO \7AK9 OKQ8 +AQI0842. 
(a) What should South bid now? 
(b) What should South bid if North 

had bid One Spade over the double and 
East had passed? 

Problem No. 7 (IO points) 
Rubber bridge, East-West vulnerable, 

the bidding has gone:-
SouTH WEsT NoRTH EAST 

20 
? 
South holds:-
+AK1085 \7KQJ1092 09 +J. 
What should South bid? 

Problem No. 8 (10 points) . 
Match-point pairs, love all, the 

bidding has gone:-
SouTH WEST 

No 
No 
No 

3NT 
5+ 
No 

South holds:-

NORTH 

No 
No 
No 

+853 \7KJ1096 0762 +98. 
What should South lead? 
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Taken a11d Offered 
by COLONEL R. L. TELFER 

Odds five to four on, take six to 
four, result prosperity. Odds five 
to four on, bet even money, 
result penury.-A Modern Mic
awber. 

It · is sometimes difficult to 
recognize the best odds, but it is 
~ pity that a cloud of mystery 
seems to be descending on what is 
essentially a simple principle. We 
read of mathematical odds and; 
when we misapply them, we 
blame the mathematicians. We 
gather that there are psychological 
odds, although we do not blame 
the psychologists when these let 
us down. If we cannot think of a 
plausible excuse, we admit ·that 
we misinterpreted the auction or 
the play of the cards. 

The labels are misleading. The 
two types of odds would be 
better described as calculable (as 
at roulette) and estimated (as in 
backing horses). In estimating it 
is often sufficient merely to decide 

whether the odds are better or 
worse than calculable odds. 

South dealer 
Game all 

WEST 

NORTH 

• A 10 2 
\?1432 
0 A Q J 10 9 . 3 

EAST 

• J 8 7 5 
. \?A96 

0 8 6 4 3 
• 76 

• Q 9 64 
\? Q 10 
0 7 52 
• J 5 42 

SOUTH 

• K3 
\?K875 
OK 
• A K Q 10 9 8 

At one table the bidding was: 
SouTH NoRTH 1. 10 

3. 30 
3\? 4\? 
4NT 5\? 
6NT No 
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West led +5. 
South realized that by playing 

out the clubs he would have 
roughly a 54 per cent chance of 
making six tricks in the suit: the 
probability of a 3-3 division plus 
that of a singleton or doubleton 
Jack. The finesse gave a proba
bility of 50 per cent*. Both these 
probabilities are calculable and 
both apply to making thirteen 
tricks. But the even chance of the 
finesse does not correctly repre
sent the odds on maJdng the 
contract. If the finesse fails, the 
small slam will still be made if 
West lacks <v> A or does not find 
a heart switch. The extra chance 
might be worth more than the 
4 per cent difference between the 
two lines of play. South con
sidered that, if he made twelve 
tricks, he would get a good result 
-better in fact than his bidding 
deserved. He took the first trick 
with dummy's +A. East played .6. 

South led + 3 from dummy and 
finessed the 10 to make thirteen 
tricks. ' 

1 
~outh played by estimated odds. 

tIs Worth examining these. Of 
the SO per cent. probability that 

West had +J there was a prob
ability of 24 per cent that he also 
had CV A, and of 26 per cent that. 
he had not. The plan turned on 
the probability that in· the latter 
case West would find . a heart 
return. If this was an even 
chance, South has a probability 
of. 63 per cent (50 per cent plus 
13 per cent) of making his contract 
by finessing. He chose to finesse 
+10, as the 8 would too clearly 
illdicate a six-card suit headed by 
AK. 

Konstam's coup (see Mathe
matical Odds Deceive, June, 1961) 
provides an instructive example 
of estimating odds from an oppo
n~nt's call. 
WEST EAST 

+A84 +KQ752 
\?AKQ863 \?9 
OK4 OAJ 
+IC2 +J10863 

West played in Six Hearts. He 
took 02 with dummy's Ace, ran 
\?9 to North's Jack, won the 
diamond return and made the 
contract. 

South liad doubled East's 
Blackwood response of Five Dia
monds. Konstam saw, \vhat many 
players would have seen after
wards, that the double had plac~d 

• +A for himself (West) and mts-
aca!lnce w~ are trying to be terribly placed OK for North. . 
that thte, it Is perhaps advisable to say A surprising feature IS the 
or bel e finesse has a SO per cent chance t t that the mathematicians 

ng right b t th 1 ( b 46 sta emen Perce ) ' u ra er ess a out . . t tl at declarer must 
nt or Producing six tricks.- T.R. would msts 1 
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play for the heart break. Surely 
it is the knowledge that there is a 
probability of only 39 per cent of 
dropping the Jack and 10 of 
hearts that must force West to 
look for a better play? 

Suppose that West's hearts 
were AKQJ63. I suspect that he 
would win the opening lead· in 
hand, draw trumps and play 
spades, ruffing them out if neces
sary. He would, I imagine, be 
content with a probability of 
nearly 84 per cent and would not 

think of finessing \/9. Konstam 
tells us that he saw a 90 per cent 
hope in the latter play; but there 
could hardly be more than a 
68 per cent chance, as the contract 
would still depend on the spades 
dividing 3-2. Of course there is 
a distinction between hope and 
probability and one must allow 
for missionary hyperbole. The 
play was a fine example of taking 
the best odds. We should be 
grateful to I(onstam-and th~ 
mathema,ticians. 

One Hundred Up 
Conducted by ALAN TRUSCOTT 

September Competition 

A panel of experts will answer the questions and the marlcing of the 
competition will be determined by, though not necessarily in strict 
proportion to, the votes of the panel. 

The following prizes are offered for the best sets of answers:-

FIRST PRIZE 
Two Guineas. 

SECOND AND THIRD PRIZES 
One Guinea. 

Please read these rules carefully. No competitor may send in more 
than one entry. Only annual subscribers to the B.B.W. are eligib1e 
for prizes. 

Answers should be sent to C;}e Hundred Up, British Bridge World, 
35 Dover Street, London, W.t, to arrive not later than first post on 
September 30. Some latitude will be given to overseas competitors. 
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Problem No. 1 (JO points) 
LM.P. scoring, love all, the bidding 

hasgone:-
SoUTH WEST 
1~ No 
20 2+ 
? 
South holds:-

EAST 
· No 

Db I. 

tAJ (7QJ754 OAJ062 +K3. 
What should South bid? 

Problem No. 2 (20 points) 

Rubber bridge, North-South vulner
able, the bidding has gone:-

SoUTH WEST NORTH EAST 
1+ 

Dbl. No 2~ 4+ 
? 
South holds:-
t9 (7AK43 OAK5 +AK853. 
(a) Do you agree with South's 

double? If not, what alternative do 
you prefer? 

(h) What should South bid now? 

Problem No. 3 (10 points) 

Match - point pairs, North - South 
vulnerable, the bid~ing has gone:-

Sourn WEST NoRTH EAsT 
1NT 2~ 
(15-17) 

No 3+ No 

South holds:-
tA64 (7Q6 0 K72 +AQ1075. 
What should South bid now? 

Problem No. 4 (10 points) 

th:~~~r bridge, East.:.West vulnerable, 
S lddtng has gone:-
1~UTH WEST NORTH EAST 

1 2\? 30 No 

South holds:-
tQI0876 \?KQ5 010 +AJ74. 
What should South bid now? 
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Problem No. 5 (10 points) 
l.M.P. scoring, Jove all, the bidding 

has gone:-
SouTH WEsT 
1+ No 

NORTH 
1NT 

EAST 
No 

' ? 
South holds:-
+KQJ1064 ~A84 OA8 +A2 
What should South bid? 

Problem No. 6 (20 points) 

Match-point pairs, game all, 
bidding has gone:-

the 

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST 
2+ No 20 No 
2~ No 2+ No 
? 
South holds:-

1 +AJ ~AQJ10974 .OAKJIO + -. 
(a) Do you agree with South's opening 

bid? If not, what alternative do you 
prefer? 

(b) What should South bid now? 

Problem No. 7 (10 points) 
I.M.P. scoring, North-South vulner

able, the bidding has gone:- · 
SoUTH WEST NoRTH EAsT 

1~ 2+ 
No No 3+ No 
? 
South holds:-
+J53 ~Q8 OQJ1095 +972. 
What should South bid? 

Problem No. 8 (10 points) 
I.M.P. scoring, love all, the bidding 

has gonc:-
SouTH WEsT 

No 2+ 
3~ 4+ 
No No 

NoRTH 
No · 
2~ 
Obi. 

EAST 
10 
2+ 
No 

South holds:-
+85 ~Ql0543 OA764 +102. 
What should South lead? 



You Say ... 
Readers are invited to send letters on · all subjects 
to the Editor, B.B.W., 35 Dover Street, 'London, W.l 

Letters continue to arrive in 
connection with the combination: 

xxxx 
AKx 

At the beginning of play the 
e:Ypectation of finding a 3-3 break 
is 36 per cent. When both oppo
nents follow to AK, does that 
expectation change? Briefly, three 
theories have been advanced: 

(1) The Laver theory-that the 
odds in favour of a 3-3 break are 
now 52t per cent. 

(2) The Telfer theory-that they 
are about 43 per cent. 

(3) The Oliver theoJJ'-that they 
remain unchanged at 36 per cent. 
Now, as the story-tellers say, 
read on: 

* * * 
When 6 cards of a suit are held 

by two defenders the possible 
distributions are (approximately): 
a xxxxxx Void 0.5% 
b XXXXX X 7.5% 
C XXXX XX 24.0% 
d XXX XXX 36.0% 
e XX XXXX 24.0% 
f - X XXXXX 7.5% 
g Void xxxxxx 0.5% 
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If both follow with small cards 
to two tricks of the suit, it is 
clear the hand pattern must con
form to c, d or e. 

d is the most probable pattern, 
so it would seem a priori odds of 
64 to 36 against a 3-3 split have 
changed after two rounds to 
36 to 24 on. 

GEORGE TUCKER, F.E.I.S. 
Kirkcaldy. 

I think you have made a rather 
obvious mistake here: followiilg 
your line of argument you must 
add c and e together. The chance 
then becomes as 36 to 48, which 
makes you a Telfer supporter at 
round about 43 per cent. 

* * * 
Mr. Telfer's value· of 42.31 per 

cent for the a posteriori probability 
of a 3-3 break, when both 
opponents have followed to two 
rounds, must be correct since it 
has been given by ¥· Emile 
Borel, who is an internationally 
known authority on probability 
theory. · 

A. H. MARTIN, 

Harpenden, Herts. 

Mr. Martin goes on to 



tlral tire probability of a 3-3 
break tends to increase as the play 

odrallces. 

* * * 
It seems that Mr. Roy .Telfer 

is making a basic error in calcu
lating that, after both opponents 
have followed to the Ace and 
King, there is only a 43 per cent 
chance of dropping the two out
standing cards. 

Before any card is played, the 
distributional probabilities of six 
missing cards are as follows: 
Divided 3-3 35.53 per cent 

4-2 48.44 per cent 
5-l 14.54 per cent 
6-0 1.49 per cent 

100.00 

. ~ter two rounds, the possi
bility of the suit breaking 6-0 or 
S-I no longer exists. Mr. Telfer 
assumes that the chances of an 

possibilities which place East with 
the 7 or 8 and West with the 9 or 
10 must be ignored. Therefore, 
from the above table we exclude 
those distributions which have 
now become impossible, thus:-
Divided 3-3 35.53 - 3 I .98, 

4-2 

5-J 
6-0 

leaving 3.55 
48.44 - 45.22, 

leaving 3.22 
14.54 - I 5.44 

1.49 - 1.49 
The likelihood of an even 

break is 3.55 to 3.22; otherwise 
an 11 to 10 on, or 52.38 chance. 
This result may be verified by 
mental arithmetic. The opponent 
who holds the Queen has ten 
other cards with it, whereas the 
other opponent has eleven cards; 
clearly the chance that the Knave 
is not in the same hand as the 
Queen must be II to 10 on. 

DAVID W. POYNER, 

Newbury Park, llford. 

even break at this point in the P.S.-In support of my calcu
play are in the ratio of 35.53 to lations, I am enclosing a full table 
48-44, which amounts to 42.31 of the possible distributions of 
per cent What has been over- QJ10987. If on the first two 
looked is the fact that while all rounds We.st has played the 7-8 
~ 6-0 and 5-I possibilities have and East has played the 9-10, the 

eliminated, so also have a only distributions which remain 
COnsiderable proportion of the possible are those which I have 
7-2 and 3-3 possibilities. Ass urn- numbered 22, 32, 38 and 48· 
·"'".the si~ cards to be QJI0987, These four cases show 369,512 

IS obvious that if \Vest has chances of a 3-3 break, and 
~ the 7-8 and East has 335,920 chances of a 4-2 break . 

. .itd the 9-IO,. all those original This is in the ratio of ll to 1 0· 
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Mr. Poyner is as good as his 
word: he encloses an analysis of 
10,400,600 ways in which the 
missing six cards can be divided. 

* * * 
The mathematical theory of 

probabilities is full of pitfalls, not 
less so when it is applied to the 
question of card distribution. Mr. 
Oliver is wrong, Messrs. Truscott 
and Telfer are wrong, and Mr. 
Laver is correct. 

It is true that once a deal is 
completed no subsequent play 
can alter the lie of the cards, but 
what has to be realised is that 
every bit of information we get, 
every card that is played, elimi
nates some of the original possible 
distributions, and we can, indeed 
ought to, reassess the probabili
ties of those distributions not . so 
eliminated. 

J. S. ROBERTSON, 

. Cu par, Fife. 

Following the same theory as 
Mr. Poyner, this correspondent 
arrives at a similar answer. 

Referring to· the change that 
takes place in the odds as the hand 
develops, he points out convinc
ingly that if ten cards have been 
played and none of the suit in 
question has appeared, then the 
chance of a 3-3 division is 100 per 
cent. 

review of Alan Truscott's Bridge 
that you regard with some trepida
tion the prospect of a rubber 
with an aggressively trained Trus
cott pupil. Here is another little 
problem: you are West at game 
all: 
SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST 

10 I + No 20 
According to quiz 2 on page 

109, answered. on pag~ 155, East 
. may have either 

+ x 
\? J X X 

0 A Q J 10 X X 

. XXX 

"showing dislike of spades and 
a good diamond suit and expect
ing to be left," or 

+ Kx 
\?AKxx 
0 XXX 

• Kxxx 
"promising game and asking for 
information." 

You never can tell. However, 
we may perhaps take some com
fort from the note on page 105: 
"The expert uses this bid vastly 
more often than the family bridge 
player, who rarely thinks of 
making it." 

w. w. L. FEARN, 

Hoole Road, Chester. 

The first example appears to 
have been a slip: the author's true 

* * * view of this matter is expressed 
I note with interest from your at the top of page 106. 

34 



.. ~ 

Switch out 0 (9) - c=:J~ 
stuffy air and 
unpleasant 
smells 
with the 
elegant · 
new · 
Wcaw&QdJuO&J AAm 

FOR BETTER AIR CONDITIONS 
VENT-AXIA LIMITED • 60 ROCHESTER ROW • LONDON • S.W·1• 

· TELEPHONE: VICtoria .2244 

Branches at Glasgow, Manchester, Birmingham, Leeds, Newcastle-upon-Tyne, Bristol 
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Directory of E.B.U. Affiliated 
Cltibs. 

BERKSIDRE 
READING BRIDGE CLUB. 35 Jesse Terrace, 

Reading. Tel. Reading 52136. Hon. Sec. 
C. T. Holloway. Stakes 3d. Partnership, 
first Saturday Evening each month, 1st and 3rd 
Tuesday afternoon each month, and every 
Thursday evening. Duplicate every Monday 
evening. 
BUCKS 

LYNCROFT BRIDGE CLUB-Packhorse Road, 
Gerrards Cross, Gerrards Cross 4020. Hon. 
Sec., Mrs. E. Stancer. Stakes 2d. Duplicate 
every Monday eve., 1st and 3rd Thurs. afts., 
occasional Sat. eve. Cut-in rubber Mon., Tues., 
Thurs. aft. and Sat. eve. Partnership Tues. and 
Fri. aft. and Thurs. eve. Tuition. Student 
practice aft. 

DEVON 
PLYMOUlll BR.IDGE CLuB-Moor View House, 

Moor View Terrace, Plymouth. Plymouth 67733. 
Hon. Sec.1 Col. R. L. Telfer. Stakes 2d. and 6d. 
Partnership Monday afternoon (except 1st) 2d.; 
Sat. evening 6d. Duplicate Thursday evening, 
1st Monday afternoon. 

HANTS 
BOURNEMOUlll, GROVE ROAD BRIDGE CLUB

East Cliff Cottage, 57 Grove Road. Bourne
mouth 24311 • . Hon. Sec., Mrs. Moss. Stakes 
3d. Partnership, Thurs. and Sat. aft., Sun. 
evening. Duplicate, 1st Wed., 3rd Fri. 

SOUJHAMPTON, SUlliERLAND BRIDGE CLUB, 
2 Rockstone Place. Tel.: 25291 or 73656. Hon. 
Sec., Mrs. Cahalan. Stakes 2d. Partnership: 
Tues. eve. and Wed. aft. Cut-in: Mon. and Fri. 
aft., Thurs. and Sat. eve. Duplicate: 3rd Mon. 
eve. (Sept. to May). 

WESSEX CLUB-Lindsay Manor, Lindsay 
Road, Boumemouth. Westboume 640341. 
Hon. Sec:• The Secretary. Stakes 6d. and 2d. 
Partnershtp, 6d. Mon. aft. and Wed. evening 
2d. .Partnership Tues. aft. and Friday aft. 
Duplicate 1st, 2nd and 4th Friday evening in each 
month. 
HERTS 

HODDESDON BRIDGE CLUB-High Street, 
Hoddesdon. Hoddesdon 3813. Hon. Sec., 
W. Lamport. Stakes 3d. Partnership, alternate 
Wed. afternoons. Duplicate, Tues. evening. 
ISLE OF WIGHT 

SHANKLIN, CRAJOMORE BRIDGE CLUB-Howard 
Road, Shnnklin, ·r.w. Shnnklin 2940. Hon. 
Sec., J. S. Danby. Stakes 2d. Partnership 
Mon. Duplicate Fri. (Oct. to May), ' 
KENT 

WEST KENT CLun-12 Boyne Park Tunbridge 
Wells, Kent. Tunbridge Wells 21S13. Hon. 
Se_c., R. H. Corbett. Stakes 3d. and 6d. Partner
ship,. Mon. and Wed, 6d., Wed. nod Fri. 3d. 
Duplicate, 1st and 3rd Sat. (2.15). 

SIDCUP-Sidcup Bridge Club Sidcup Golf 
Club, f!:urst Road, Sidcup. H~n. Sec., Mrs. 
W. Davts, 24 Carlton Road, Sidcup. Telephone: 
FOO 1868. Stakes 3d. Partnerships Mon 
Wed., Fri. Duplicate Mon., Wed. ., 
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LANCS. 
LIVERPOOL--Liverpool Bridge Club, 22 Upper 

Duke Street, Liverpool. Tel.: Royal 8180. 
Hon. Sec., Mrs. H. T. Halewood. Partnerships 
Tue., Fri. afternoon. Duplicate Mon., Tucs 
and Fri. evenings. ., 

LONDON 
GRAND SLAM BRIDGE CLUB, 21 Craven Hill, 

W.2. Tel.: Pad 6842. Stakes 1/- and 2/-. 
Partnership Evenings Mondays & Thursdays. 
Visitors welcome. Bounty Pairs (£25) Weekly 
Tuesdays. Bounty Individual (£20) 2nd Sunday 
afternoons. TUITION. 

LEDERERS CLUB, 115 Mount Street, W.l. Tel.: 
May 7859. Stakes 1/-, 2/6 and 5/-. Duplicate 
Tues. 

MAYFAIR BRIDGE Sruoio-110 Mount Street, 
W.l. (2nd floor). GRO 2844. Hon. Sec., Mrs. 
H. Panting. Stakes 1/- and 6d. Partnership Sun., 
Wed. evenings 6d., Mon. afternoon 6d. Fri. 
evening 1/-. Duplicate pairs lst Thurs. evening. 
2nd Sun. afternoon, teams 2nd and 4th Sat. 
evenings. 

PETER PAN CLUB-Peter Pan House, 65 Bays
water Road, W.2. Tel.: Padd 1938. Hon. Sec., 
Mrs. F. Lewis. Stakes 6d., 1/- and 2/6. 

Sruoio BRIDGE CLun, 18a Queens Way, 
Bayswater, W.2. Tel.: Bay 5749. Hon. Sec., 
Mrs. H. Pearce. Stakes 2/-, 1/- and 6d. Partner
ship Mon. and Fri. evenings. 

MIDDLESEX 
HIGHGATE BRIDGE CLUn-80 Highgate West 

Hill, N.6. MOU 3423. Hon. Sec., Mrs. Osborn. 
Stakes 2d. Partnership Wed. afternoon, Friday 
aft. and evening, Sat. evening. 

SURREY 
HEArn BRIDGE CLUB.-The Heath, Wey

bridge. Weybridgc 3620. Hon. sec. C. G. Ainger. 
Always open. Visitors welcome. Stakes 3d. Snt. 
eve. 3d. and 1/-. Partnership Tues. aft. and ~yc., 
Fri. aft. Duplicate Mon. and Thurs. eve. Tutbon 
by Alan Truscott available. 

SUSSEX 
BOONOR CLUB-2 Sudley Road, Bognor 

Regis. Bognar Regis 200. Hon. Sec., G. A. 
Harries. Bridge every afternoon except. Sub. 
Partnership Wed. Duplicate 1st Tues. tn t c 
month. Bridge Fri. eve. 

HORSHAM BRIDGE CLun-22A East Street. 
Horsham, Sussex. Horsham 4921 ~rh 20~~ 
Hon. Sec., Mrs. M. E. Binney1 7A BIS opn 
Horsham. Stakes 3d. Partnershtp, Sun., ThU:C· 
eve., Wed. Fri. aft. Duplicate Tues. e · 
Cut-in Mon., Thurs., Sat. aft. 
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Third 

HoVE-The Avenue Bridge Club, t. 
Avenue, Hove. Hove 35020. Hon. Sec., CaJP 
J, Oelston. Stakes 3d. and 6d. Partners . • 
Mon. and Thurs. aft. 3d., Wed. and Sun. everunl 
6d. Duplicate Tues. 



WJ11U1ALL REsiDENTIAL BRIDGE CLUB
JJ/12 Boward Square, Eastboume, Eastboume 
4~ Sec. Miss J, Fidler. Stakes 2d. and 3d. 
~_p, Tues. and Fri. aft., Wed. and Sat. 
C\'CIIiDJ. DupHcatc Sunday. 

liEA~9\0IT BRIDGE Cl.UB-2 Pebble Mill 
Road, Bunungh~m 5. SELly Onk 0448. Stakes 
3d. to 1/-•. Cut-m or Partnership every aft. and 
eve. Duplicate Sun, eve., Mon. aft. and as 
desired by Members. Visitors welcome: 

YORKS WARWICKSIURE • 
BIUDGE CIRCLE-101 Harbome Road, Brr-

JDiaabam IS. Edgbaston 1879. Open several 
days a week. Available to visitors by nrrnnge-
IIICIIL 

LEEDs BRIDGE CLUB Lm.-Moortown Comer 
House, Leeds 17. Leeds 681571. Hon. Sec .• 
~· A. Mann. Duplicate, Tues. and Thurs. 
V1S1tors Welcome. Open each day until midnight 
except Friday 

Would you like particulars of your club (address, telephone, 1 

bon. sec., stakes, partnership days, duplicate days) to be 
listed in this Directory every month? If so, please write to 
our Advertisement Manager (see address ·on page 3) for very 
reasonable terms. 

RESULT ·OF AUGUST COMPETITION 

Solvers found problem 3 difficult, as it presented a wide choice of possible bi.ds. 
Problem 6 also claimed numerous victims many of whom failed to heed the warmng 
signs and bid rather more than the situa;ion warranted. 

In spite of a brave effort by Mr. Gordon to bring off a hat-trick, the prize-list 
consists of new names. 

Max. 100 
Winner 

D. J. DAY, 105 Norbury Crescent, London, S.W.t6. 95 

Second 
K. R. SCHLEYEN, 298 Earls Court Road, London, S.W.5. 94 

Third 

T. WALICKI, 45 Bishops Rise, Hatfield, Herts. 
92 

Oth I . d J M SALVADORES, 90; er eadmg scores· S YATES 91 · J. E. GoRDON an · · 
Mrs N L · · ' ' K p ES and F v. KIMMENADE, 84 ' · ·RUSSELL, 89; N. F. CHOULARTON, 87; J. · AT . • ' 

; A. B. HAMMERSLEY and I. A. HowiE, 83. 

Anoth · · ; p VAN WEEREN, 89. cr good score in the July competJtton was. · 
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One Hundred Up 
by ALAN TRUSCOTT 

August solutions: If you did not enter for the August competition, try your hand 

at the problems on page 26 before reading how the experts voted. 

The panel for · the August problems 
consisted of the following eleven e~

perts: G. C. H. Fox, Mrs. R. Markus, 
J. Nunes, J. T. Reese, D. C. Rimington, 

- C. Rodrigue, J. Sharples, N. 'S. L. Smart, 
all of London and the Home Counties; 
P. Swinnerton-Dyer of Cambridge; 
C. E. Phillips, of Cheshire; and J. 
Hochwald of Yorkshire. (N.B. The 
panel answers last month attributed to 
J. Sharples were in fact the work of R. 
Sharples.) 

Problem No. 1 (10 points) 
. I.M.P. scoring, game all, the bidding 

has gpne:-
SoUTH WEsT 

JNT 
. ? 

No 

South holds:-

NORTH 
10 
2\? 

EAST 
No 
No 

+ J863 \?KQ6 073 + K932. 
What should South bid? 
Answer: 2NT, 10; Three Hearts, 9; 

Four Hearts, 6; Two Spades, 5. 
The panel's vote: 5 for 2NT; 4 for 

Three Hearts (Hochwald, Mrs. Markus, 
Reese, Smart); 1 for Four Hearts 
(Swinnerton-Dyer); and 1 for Two 
Spades (Nunes),. 

Several panelists objected to the One 
No Trump response, a point which was 
dealt with last month. Only Nunes was 
anxious to introduce the spade suit on 
the second round. I would prefer a bid 
of Two Spades at this point to show a 
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strong 3-card suit, in order to reassure 
North about spades for the purposes of 
3NT. If North-South have a 4-4 spade 
fit, which is unlikely, North can bid it 
on. the third round, as Reese pointed 
out. This was also considered by: 

PHILLIPS: "Two No Trumps. Two 
Spades would work out best only if 
North's distribution were 4-4-5- 0, and 
with this he might have preferred to 
bid spades himself on the second 
round." 

As North has made a strong con
structive bid and South has a maximum, 
I expected several votes for a jump to 
game in no trumps or hearts. There 
was only one, and that included a sly 
dig at the conditions: 

SWINNERTON-DYER: "Four Hearts. 
How could I do better, since we are 
clearly playing a style in which bad 
four-card suits are no better than 
three." 

One panelist almost bid 3NT: 
RoDRIGUE: "Two No Trumps. I am 

not forced to bid again, so when I do 
it is certainly constructive. I suppose 
that holding 9 points I have values for 
3NT, but I should like to have the 10 
of spades in addition." 

The danger of spade leads from the 
defence, which will probably wreck 
3NT or Four Hearts, was in the minds 
of several panelists. 

SHARPLES: "Two No Trumps. The 
most natural response. The danger 



trumps is a spade &ttack if partner 
:~ a singleton, but a bid of Two 
Spades at this stage can scarcely be 
calculated to deflect this. Given favour
able breaks the hand may play best in 
hearts but spade forces may prove 
uncomfortable." 

One panelist pointed out that the 
right contract might not be hearts or 
no trumps: 

SMART: "Three Hearts. · Partner 
should be given another chance. If he 
has six diamonds the right contract is 
likely to be Four or Five Diamonds. 
If his shape is 2-4-5-2 we may be able 
to scramble 3NT. He must realise that 
our heart holding is limited by the fact 
that we did not respond One Heart to 
start with." 

MRS. MARKUS: "Three Hearts. This 
strong bid suggests that I have only 3-
·card support-with 4-card support I 
would raise to Four Hearts." 

Problem No. 2 (10 points) 

Rubber bridge, East-West vulnerable, 
the bidding has gone:-

SoUTH WEST NORTH EAST 

1+ No 

South holds:-

tJO ~- 0Kl098653 +K9854. 
What should South bid? 

Answer: Two Diamonds 10 • No 
Bid, 4. ' ' 

The panel's vote: 10 for Two Dia
monds; 1 for No Bid (Swinnerton
Dyer). 

Swinnerton-Dyer, a singleton again, 
maintained a quite untypical silence. 
Presumably he regarded the dangers of 
running into a misfit by bidding as 
&reater than the danger of missing a 
~rne by passing. He could reasonably 
ave argued that if the North-South 

hands do fit, then ·west is likely to 
reopen because East-West will have an 
enormous heart fit. But whether South 
will welcome the discovery of an East
West heart fit is a moot point. 

The pass was condemned by Riming
ton ("unthinkable") and by: 

SMART: "Two Diamonds. Only at 
· namby-pamby duplicate would one 
contemplate a pass- and only then with 
a shudder." 
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The problem on this hand is not so 
much the•choice of the Two Diamonds 
response, as of the rebid on the next 
round. Mrs. Markus and Sharples 
stated that they would rebid Three 
Diamonds over Two Spades or Two 
Hearts. If this is the intention, then 
partner must be clear th~t this type of 
sequence is unconstructive-seve~al 
players would regard it as constructive 
in which case disaster may be around 
the corner. 

RoDRIGUE: "Two Diamonds. As 
the moon is full, I'll see this through 
and play it in one of my suits." . 

This appears to mean that you mtend 
to bid Three Clubs over Two Spades 
or Two Hearts, in which case you have 
obviously been affected by the full 
moon. (Important note to L. Tarlo : 
there is a full moon in Torquay on 

24th September.) 
Showing a bland optimism over the 

development of the auction : 

REESE: "Two Diamonds. With two 
Kings, and a partner who has opened 
the bidding, there is no need t~ make a 

Pre empt. and wtth such 
nervous - ' k 
distributional strength you can ta c 

care of the future." h 
The latest bidding gadget rules out t e 

"nervous pre-empt": 
"Two Diamonds. A pre-

PHILLIPS: h t 
. F Diamonds has muc o empt1ve our • 



commend it but, unfortunately for this 
hand, I play this bid as conventional." 

Problem No. 3 (1 0 points) 

I.M.P. scoring, love all, the bidding 
has gone:-

SOUTH WEST 
No 1\7 
1NT 20 
? 
South holds:-

NORTH 
Dbl. 
No 

EAST 
No 
No 

+ 875 <y>A943 0102 + KQ86. 
What should South bid? 

Answer: Three Clubs, 10; 2NT, 7; 
No Bid, Dou.ble, Two Hearts or Two 
Spades, 4. 

The panel's vote: 4 for Three Clubs; 
3 for 2NT (Sharples, Nunes, Hochwald); 
1 for No Bid (Rodrigue); 1 for Two 
Hearts (Rimington); 1 for Two Spades 
(Fox); 1 for Double (Mrs. Markus). 

This hand probably creates a record 
for the number of possible answers to a 
part-score problem. 

The top-scoring answer was based on 
a shrewd assessment of North's hold-
ing: 

PHILLIPS: "Three Clubs. The bidding 
suggest that North's distribution is 
likely to be 4-2-3-4---or he might even 
have five clubs. Certainly after the 
mild encouragement of our no-trump 
bid he might have been expected to 
compete in spades if holding five of that 
suit." 

REESE: "Three Clubs. Since partner 
has not doubled diamonds nor men
tioned spades the odds arc that he has 
four clubs. No doubt the suit will 
break badly, but with an Ace and a 
King-Queen and a doubleton you can
not be far short of nine tricks. Anyway, 
you must contest." 

We clearly ought not to pass, but it 
sounds as if suits are not breaking too 
well and so the 4-3 spade fit will prob-
ably not be a success. (North is un
likely to have five spades, in view of his 
indifferent diamonds; if he has . only 
four spades, he is pretty sure to have 
four clubs as the bidding has gone.)" 

Similarly: 

SMART: "Three Clubs. A lot depends 
on the significance of the 1 NT bid. If 
partner regarded it as showing positive 
values he could have bid Two Spades 
over Two Diamonds. His failure to 
double and East's failure to give pre-fer 
ence are equally significant." 

It is interesting that one unlimited 
bid from North taken in conjunction 
with the rest of the auction makes it 
possible to deduce his shape with fair 
certainty. The other panelists did not 
arrive at the conclusion that North 
holds a club suit. The inference that 
he holds a spade suit is more obvious, 
and accdunts for Fox's choice of Two 
Spades. This was rejected by Sharples 
because he regarded South's spades as 

· too weak, and by Nunes on the ground 
that East could easily hold five spades. 

Mrs. Markus' double was intended 
to be optional, leaving the next move to 
partner. A more scientific way of 
passing the buck came from: 

RIMINGTON: "Two Hearts. My alter
native bid with a less enlightened 
partner would be 2NT." 

Even an enlightened partner might 
take some time to arrive at an inter
pretation of Two Hearts. 

"When you don't know what to ~0• 
do nothing" appears to be the maxtm 
of: 

SWINNERTON-DYER: "Three 

RODRIGUE: "No Bid. A close de
cision but it looks as if they maY go 
one down in Two Diamonds, and we 

Clubs. may fail by the same margin in 2NT· 
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we have, after all, shown some values 
with our bid of INT, and partner has 
been unwilling to bid again." 

Hochwald would have preferred to 
bid Two Clubs instead of 1 NT. He 
supted that North might hold Ace
Queen of spades, King of diamonds and 
Ace-Jack of clubs. Piddington Joe they 
call him in Batley. 

Problem No. 4 (20 points) 

I.M.P. scoring, love all, the bidding 
basgone:

SoUTH WEST 

2~ 

South holds:-

NORTH 
No 

3+ 

EAST 

I+ -
No-

•AJ53 ~9 OK94 +AQ954. 
(a) Do you agree with the overcall of 

Two Clubs? If not, what alternative do 
you prefer? 

(b) What should South bid? 
Answer to (a): Agree with Two Clubs, 

10; prefer No Bid, 3. · 
The panel's vote: Agree with Two 

Ou~~ 10; prefer No Bid, 1 (Smart). 
Stttmg on committees, I regularly find 

myself outvoted 10-1, and therefore 
extend my sympathy to: 

SMART: "Prefer No Bid The clubs 7 ~00 bad and the gen~ral strength 
~ t e hand too good for such outings. 

partner has passed game is im-
Probable d ' SOO • an one stands to go down 
lh only to find that in the other room 
11 e other pair were one off in .Four 
11earts." 

on~;.eral sharpshooters had their sights 
IS target: 

S\VINNER 
Club .TON-DYER: "Agree with Two 
Posit~· It IS a mistake to pass in these 
run .'005

• even though you sometimes 
altern1010

1
• a swingeing penalty. The only 

a 1ve b'd · Prepa d 1 IS 1 NT; and though I am 
re to put up with the singleton 
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heart or the shortage of points, both 
together are a bit much." 

HocHWALD: "Agree with Two Clubs 
The hand might be played i~ 3NT b; 
West, in which case a club lead could 
be vital." 

REEsE: "Agree with Two Clubs. I 
do not hold with trap passes when one 
has any reasonable alternative." 

PHILLIPS: "Agree with Two Clubs. 
The trap pass does not appeal, in view 
of the likelihood of a switch to hearts." 
· Answer to (b): No Bid, 10; Three 
Spades, 8; Four Clubs, 5. 

Tlte panel's vote: 5 for No Bid; 4 for 
Three Spades (Phillips, Reese, Rodrigue 
and Swinnerton-Dyer); 2 for Four 
Clubs (Mrs. Markus and Smart). 

This situation occurred in the Gold 
· Cup final, and both Souths got out of 
their depths by bidding further. This 
is largely a question of judgment, but 
one technical point does arise: 

RoDRIGUE: "Three Spades. A try 
seems indicated as both 3NT and Five 
Clubs are possibilities. With two suits 
bid by the opponents, this call shows 
the suit which I can stop. Four Clubs 
should be a safe resting place if partner 
cannot bid any more." 

This seems more purposeful than the 

alternative bid: 
SMART: "Four Clubs. Sl~ould be on, 

and may induce an indiscretion from 

West." 
These forward moves seem to neglect 

the fact that in such a position North's 
club support may easily be as little as a 
doubleton honour or a small trebleton, 
for the overcall of Two Clubs will 
normally be based on a more sub
stantial suit. With both op~onents 
bidding, it is likely that North IS com
peting on rather meagre. values. I 
would regard a game as tmprobable, 

and so did five panelists: 



Fox: "No Bid. The fact that East 
has failed to support hearts suggests a 
heart stopper with North, and this 
gives grounds for thinking of 3NT. 
But even with a heart stopper there are 
unlikely to be. enough tricks." 

SHARPLES: "No Bid. Prospects of 
game are too problematical. With six 
clubs and a spade less we could well try 
for 3NT." 

Observant solvers who studied the 
answers to Problem 1 last month may 
wish to make the point that six panelists 
bid on in the hope of game, and five 
did not. They can award themselves 
two bonus points for statistics, but I 
fear these will not count in the com
petition. 

Problem No. 5 (1 0 points) 

Match-point pairs, North-South vul
nerable, the bidding has gone:-

SoUTH WEST NoRTH EAST 

No 
Db I. 
? 

lNT No 
(15-17) 

20 No 
Redbl. No 

South holds:-
+73 \?K110 OQ864 +1754. 
What should South bid? 

Answer: No Bid, 10; 2NT, 4. 

The panel's vote: 10 for No Bid· I for 
2NT (Mrs:-Markus). ' 

West's behaviour is mysterious. Pre
sumably he has a club shortage and is 
4-4-5-0 or some similar shape. 

SWJNNERTON-DYER: "No Bid. Even 
if I knew what the bidding meant, I 
should have little excuse for action. We 
had better wait and see if partner can 
double Two Spades, and what he does 
if not: I don't think he is likely to pass 
supinely." 

RODRIGUE: "No Bid. I leave it to 
partner who knows I must have a 
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maximum pass, as I would not be 
doubling Two Diamonds on my holding 
in that suit alone. He also knows that 
I am balanced as I have passed INT." 

Other panelists pursued the same line 
of thought. ~artner is well placed to 
take the decision, and will hardly pass. 

An over-refined point: 
SMART: "No Bid. And quickly, to 

avoid giving partner any ethical prob
lems." 

I would think North has a clear idea 
of the South hand however quickly or 
slowly the pass is produced. 

Mrs. Markus justified her 2NT bid 
on the grounds that she would not want 
to -defend Two Spades doubled. She 
felt that East was unlikely to have bid 
a 3-card ·suit, for with three cards in 
both majors he would probably prefer 
to bid Two Hearts and keep the bidding 
low. 

There is something in that argument, 
but I do not think South should pre
judge the issue. In the first place, West 
may be taking a chance with a 3-4-5-1 
hand, and in the second place East 
might be 3-2-2-6-he would know that 
a club bid would not be welcome to 
West. If East-West have got only a 
7-card spade fit a double should be 
profitable. 

Problem No. 6 (20 points) 

Rubber bridge, North-South . vulner-
able, the bidding has gone:-

SouTH WEsT NoRTH EAST 
1+ Dbl. No 10 
? 
South holds:-
+IO \?AK9 OKQ8 +AQ10842. 
(a) What should South bid now? 
(b) What should South bid if North 

had bid One Spade over the double and 
East had passed? 

Answer to, (a): Two Clubs, 10; 



Double, 8; Three Clubs, 7; lNT, 6; 

One Heart, 5. 
The panel's l'Ote: 4 for Two Clubs; 

3 for Double (Mrs. Markus, Rimingt~n 
and Sharples); 2 for Three Clubs (Fox 
and Reese); 1 for lNT (Phillips); and 1 
for One Heart (Nunes). 

This was another problem which offers 
a wide variety of choice, and the panel 
was ·divided on whether South had 
interest in a game or not. A sample 
pessimist: 

HOCHWALD: "Two Clubs . . This looks 
safest playing for money, and there 
cannot be more than a part-score. If I 
am doubled in Two Clubs I hope to make 
an overtrick." 

On second thoughts, he is a pessopti
mist. 

RODRIGUE: "Two Clubs. Prospects 
or. going anywhere have dwindled, and 
this call should buy the contract. It 
may also have the effect of stopping 
them getting together for a spade con
tract." 

. SMART: "Two Clubs. Game for 
euher side is improbable, and to bid 
Three Clubs risks being doubled for 500 
by West when partner is loaded with 
cards in the majors. Two Clubs is by 
no means a weak bid in this position 
and ·r ' 1 partner can raise the clubs we 
can think again." s . 

wmncrton-Dyer also thought that 
Three Clubs would risk 500 in a dubious 
:USe, but there is a small inference 

at North is not short of clubs : 
Fox· "Th llla • • ree Clubs. North's pass 

clu~s Imply t~at he has a tolerance for 
have· H~ldmg a singleton, he may 

One I 
a SUit he could have bid at the 

- evel." 

ho:~ also selected Three Clubs, 
indi!~ t~ tempt the opponents into an 

-•ehon. 

While some objected to Three Clubs 
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as an overbid, oth.ers objected to it as an 
underbid: 

SHARPLES: "Double. The hand is too 
strong for an immediate limit bid of 
Three Clubs, which stands a good chance 
of being passed out and an easy game ' 
missed if partner holds the King ·of 
clubs and a spade guard." 

Rimington remarked that he would 
rebid lNT over the anticipated response 
of One Spade. 

It might be thought that the double 
should promise holdings in the unibd 
suits, but this is arguable: 

MRs. ·MARKUS: "Double. Simply 
showing strength. With a strong two
suiter the second suit would be bid, a~d 
with a strong 3-suiter the bid would be 
Two Diamonds." 

As neither opponent has bid spades, 
there is an inference that North has a 
few. This was probably relied on by: 

PHILLIPS : "One No Trump. This 
must suggest a hand that was too good 
for a lNT opener. Partner is weak, no 
doubt, but as little as King of clubs and 
Queen of spades in his hand will give 
us a good play for game." 

Finally and originally: 

NuNES: "One Heart. This is a diffi
cult hand, and in view of partner's pass 
I should think he has club tolerance. 
3NT could well be on if partner has n 
spade holing as appear liekly. A bid of 
Three Clubs, however, would thro.w 
too much of a strain on partner, as m 
view of my excellent red suits he could 
not possibly bid 3NT. One Heart is a 
reasonable exploring move at rubber 
bridge-·if 1 am left in I expect to make 

it., 
Answer to (b): 2NT, 10; lNT, 7· 
The panel's vote: 6 for 2NT, 4 .ror 

1NT (Hochwald, Mrs. ~arkus, Rlm
ington, Rodrigue). Fox did not vote. 

This one was easier. Once North has 



bid spades, the future of the hand 
clearly lies in no trumps. No panelist 
was tempted to rebid clubs, which 
would be much less constructive. How 
many no trumps to bid was a ma~ter 
of judgment, influenced by the degree 
of weakness expected from th~ one 
spade bid. 

REESE: "Two No Trumps. While 
partner may be weak he docs not have· 
to be valueless. He will probably be 
able to judge that a little support in 
clubs will be very welcome." 

SMART: ·"Two No Trumps. Partner 
should have positive values for· his bid, 
not merely terror at the idea of clubs." 

PHILLIPS: "Two No Trumps. Pro
vided I am playing with a partner 
whose bid over the double does not 
positively guarantee rubbish." 

SHARPLES: "Two No Trumps. It is 
true of course that with a singleton club 
partner's bid may· be based on the 
slenderest of values. Nevertheless we 
should now make the value bid of 2NT 
which normally in this position shows 
about 19-20 points." 

This ·conforms with a principle I 
suggested a few months ago: no trump 
bids in this situation should be one 
level lower than they would have been 
without the double. That would give a 
strength of about 17-18 points to this 
bid: 

RoDRIGUE: "One No Trump. Part
ner does not guarantee a yarborough 
when he bids in this position, but I 
should not have less than about J 7 
points for this bid, which is definitely 
constructive." 

One panelist read rather more into 
the spade bid: 

HocHWALD: "One No Trump. What 
else? Now I know for certain that 
partner at best has got only a singleton 
in clubs, and furthermore spades must 

be a better contract. Partner should 
have six spades and is probably 6-3- 3-I 
or 6-4-3- 0." 

Problem No. 7 (1 0 points) 

Rubber bridge, East-West vulnerable, 
the bidding has gone:-

SouTH WEsT NoRTH EAST 
20 

? 
South holds:-
+ AK1085 \/KQJJ092 09 + J. 
What should South bid? 

Answer: Three Diamonds, JO; Two 
Hearts, 9; Four Hearts, 8; Double, 4. 

The panel's vote: 4 for Three Dia
monds; 4 for Two Hearts (Hochwald, 
Nunes, Rimington, Sharples); 2 for 
Four Hearts (Phillips and Swinnerton
Dyer); 1 for Double (Fox). 

Some panelists wanted to bid the 
hand as a two-suitcr: 

SMART: "Three Diamonds. Partner 
will not take this as signifying a 64-
point pack, but as showing a big two
suiter." 

RoDRIGUE: "Three Diamonds. The 
suits are too awkwardly placed to bid 
them both. WHh 6- 5 instead of 5-6 I 
would have preferred to bid them both. 
I will, of course, have the option of a 
repeat cue-bid to force partner to bid a 
major." 

REESE: · "Three Diamonds. The bid 
that I made in the Gold Cup final if, 
correctly supported opposite, is the 
best. If you jump to Four Hearts, for 
example, that will sound altogether too 

· defensive and you may find part?er 
inopportunely sacrificing at a h1gh 
level" 

I ~ould not fancy the idea of playing 
this in spades, as we shall certainly be 
forced immediately. A 6- 2 or 6-1 heart 
fit will surely be better than a 5-3 spade 
fit, and we are too likely to end 
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spades if Nort.h is asked to choose 
between the maJors. 

PfiiLLIPS: "Four Hearts. I have a 
suit that is playable even opposite a 
\'Oid, so there is little point in · man
oeuvring for a possible contract in 

des." 
~ " H SWINNERTON-DYER: Four earts. 
There is much to be said for a pass, 
Jetting them bid up to what they regard 
as the right contract and then sacrificing 
economically. If they turn out to have 
no fit, this will save a lot of money. 
However, Four Hearts should put a lot 
of pressure on everybody and this 
may lead to a profitable double of an 
incautious East" · 

The idea of letting the opposition tell 
you how far to go lay behind this 
answer: 

SHARPLES: "Two Hearts. When it is 
likely that an auction will develop com
petitively it is wiser on all counts to 
proceed cautiously and not to make an 
immediate show of strength." 

Hochwald and Nunes also relied on 
the fact that the bidding would not die 
at Two Hearts. Fox doubled with a 
view to bidding both his suits later. I 
doubt whether there would be time for 
this, and in any case North is likely to 
expect a three-suiter when South 
doubles. 

Problem No. 8 (J 0 points) 
Match-point pairs love 

bidding has gone:- ' 
SoUTH WEST NORTH 

No 3NT 
No· 5• 
No No 

No 
No 
No 

all, the 

South ho1ds :-

• 853 1\/101096 0762 .98. 
What should South lead? 

a:nswer: A club, 10; a diamond, 8; 
Padc, 6; a heart, 4. 
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Tile panel's vole: 6 for a club; 3 for 
a diamond (Mrs. Markus, Phillips ·and 
Reese); 1 for a spade (Rodrigue); and 
1 for a heart (Hochwald). 

There were some valiant efforts at 
reconstruction based on the rather rare 
bidding. First prize goes to: 

SMART: "Nine of clubs. It is incon
ceivable that East has not got four 
first-round controls-one of them pre
sumably a void. It is probable that he 
has eleven black cards, and the only 
hope is that his other cards are Ax in 
hearts. If West had an Ace he would 
almost certainly have . cue-bid it over 
East's Four Club bid. The danger 
appears to lie in either giving a trick 
on the lead, as by leading a heart, or 
by giving away an entry to dummy, as 
by opening a heart or a spade. I figure 
the East-West hands as: 

WEST 
• J 10 -
\?Qxxx 
O' K Q X X 

+Kxx 

EAST 
+AKxxxx 
\?A X 

0-
+AQJxx 

Does anything else add up? (i) West 
has no Ace. (ii) East has three Aces 
and a void. (iii) West must have the 
King of clubs, and East would not bid 
seven on AJlOxx, would he now?" 

The other trump leaders arrived at 
the same conclusion more on general 
principles than by analysis. 

With this rather wild bidding de
clarer may be taking a shot: 

PHILLIPS: "A diamond. If declarer 
has the four first-round controls his 
bidding purports to show, prospects 
are pretty hopeless. The only chance, 
admittedly a slim one, is that he has 
made a gambling bid based on twe_Jve 
tricks in the black suit and a losmg 

singleton diamond." . 
Reese led a diamond for the same 

reason. 



Another well-thought out lead did 

not get support: 
RoDRIGUE: "A spade. East's failure 

to explore should denote his possession 
of all the Aces or of three Aces and a 
void, unless he is taking a gamble on 
the lead. With two suits bid, this does 
~ot seem very plausible. A heart lead 
might present East with a free finesse, 

and either a diamond or a club might 
pick up a Queen in partner's hand. 
The passive spade lead can hardly cost, 
so we let declarer get on with it." 

When the hand was actually played 
East was missing the· King of clubs and 
had no entry to dummy. A ~pade or a 
diamond . would have defeated the. con
tract, but the bidding was far from ideal. 
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 
5/- per line. Special terms for a series 

BRIDGE CLUBS AND HOTELS 
HARROW • 

HAJROW BRIDGE CLUB-16 Northw1ck Park 
Road, Harrow, Middx. Tel. Harrow 3908. 
(iood standard Bridge in enjoyable atmosphere. 
SessionS twice daily. Partnership and Duplicate. 
Open teams of four every Saturday evening. 

LONDON 
GRAND SLAM BRIDGE CLUB, 21 Craven Hill, 

W.2. Tel.: Pad 6842. Stakes 1/- and 2/
P~r.tnership evenings Mondays & Thursdays: 
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I'. N~=~BRIDGE CLUB-401 Mansfield CARD PLAYERS DIARY FOR 1962 
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Hammond.) Half Way House for Sunday Special Rebate to Clubs. 
matches. Duplicate Monday Tuesday Wednes- Published and distributed by 
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Diary of Events 
1961 

Sept. 22-24 N.E.B.A. CoNGRESS .. 
24-0ct. 5 EUROPEAN CHAMPIONSHIP 

Oct. 6-8 MANCHESTER AREA OF N.W.C.~.A. CoN-
GRESS 

13-16 E.B.U. AUTUMN CoNGREss .. 

20-22 WEsT OF ENGLAND CoNGRESS 

DERBYSHIRE CoNGRESS 

2i-29 ST. DUNSTAN'S CONGRESS 
Nov. 2-5 WELSH BRIDGE UNION CONGRESS 

4-5 FIRST CAMROSE TRIAL 

8 and 15 WORLD BRIDGE FEDERATION PAR OLYMPIAD 
(Note new Date) 

· Dec. 

Jan. 

Feb. 

March 

10-12 · N.W.C.B.A. CoNGRESS 

18-19 

25-26 
2-3 

9-10 

16-17 

5-7 
13-14 
19-21 

26-28 
3-4 

17-18 

24-25 

9-12 

24-25 

CAMROSE MATCH V. WALES 
Young Players heats 
MASTERS' INDIVIDUAL 
Tollemache Cup S.E. .. 

NORTH ; . 
s.w. 
MIDLANDS 

SECOND CAMROSE TRIAL 

LEDERER CUP FOR CLUBS 

1962 
MIDLANDS COUNTIES CONGRESS 
TOLLEMACHE CUP FINAL 
WHITELAW CUP 

CROYDON CONGRESS (provisional) .. 
MASTERS PAIRS . . . . . . . . 
(Ample provision for spectators at 2s. 6d. 

per session) 
RESTRICfED PAIRS .. 
CAMROSE MATCH .. 
YOUNG PLAYERS FINAL 
THE FIELD 

E.B.U, "SPRING FOURSOMES WEEKEND" 

PORTLAND CLUB CUP (B.B.L. EVENT) 

Full particulars from: 
Secretary-Mrs. A. L. FLEMING 

12 Frant Road, Tunbridge Wells, Kent 
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Saltburn 
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Clubs aJI over 
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Blackpool 
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Staged by London 

Association 

Droitwich 
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Eastbournc 
Croydon 
Victoria Halls, 

Bloomsbury Sq. 

Raven, Droitwich 

London 
Nat. Lib. Club, 
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Eastbourne 
East bourne and. 

Yorkshire 




