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Editorial

In some ways the most re-
markable tournament in the
calendar is the Charity Challenge
Cup. Begun in 1959, it raises
desperately-nceded money each
year for appeals which command
worldwide sympathy. Last year
the Freedom from Hunger Cam-
paign received a cheque for £952
from bridge players in 17 coun-
tries, who each paid 5/- to play in
heats held in their own clubs.

The American Contract Bridge
League in its national charity
games, and many other Americans
in local tournaments, raise vastly
greater sums. They are to be
envied, for to give pleasure to
bridge players while at the same
time lightening the pain or misery
of less fortunate people is a
happy thing. Nevertheless, in its
own way the Charity Challenge
Cup is remarkable.

It sets out to be the pairs
championship of the world for the
ordinary player. There is no
qualifying round and the hands
arc not par hands nor trick
hands. Within a particular club
the C.C.C. is just like any other
duplicate pairs and is scored so.
But the hands are the same
throughout the world, and are
guaranteed to be interesting be-
cause they are colourful hands

with a history, presented by
Britain’s top cight bridge column-
ists. (And described by them in a
little book presented to each
player, the price of which is
included in the 5/- entry fee.)
The winning scores in each club
are converted to a percentage
and the worldwide winners are
the pair with the highest per-
centage. (Last year, A. N.
Gregory and W. H. R. Grundy of
Bolton Golf Club, Lancashire
were the overall winners.)

This year the C.C.C. is to be
held on 19 March in aid of the
United Nations Children’s Fund.
Clubs which participated in 1963
will be notified again, but those
which did not are urged to write
to Mrs. Jill Gatti, Honorary
Organiser, 33 Palliser Road,
London, W.14. Any club in any
country is welcome, and all
necessary instructions will be sent
by return of post, airmail if
necessary.

If you can run an ordinary
pairs duplicate you can run a heat
of the Charity Challenge Cup.
Won't you help raise money for
this good causc? You don't
have to be secretary of a bridge
club; you can run a heat at your
sports or social club, women’s
circle,workplace or home.



MISSED OPPORTUNITIES

Although entries arc up for
E.B.U. tournaments, Britain lags
behind  comparable  Western
countries. The Charity Challenge
Cup has only a five-ycar history
and is the creation of a private
person, with official consent but
no special help. Yet last year in
Britain alone it attracted more
players than the Gold Cup,
Crockford’s Cup, National Pairs
and Portland Pairs combined.
Does not that show what might
be done if officialdom promoted
bridge with energy and imagina-
tion?

If there is one quality which is in
plentiful supply it is the ability to
provide excuses for doing nothing.
Officialdom accounts for the
success of the C.C.C. easily
enough: “It’s a charity event.
Everyone will, play in a charity
event, and it gets plenty of
publicity. It’s not like official
events.”

That may be true. If it is
true, what a wonderful way of
promoting bridge. If one ener-
getic woman is so successful,
what  might not the E.B.U.
achieve? Why not a big charity
tournament on the lines of the
Portland Pairs at the beginning
of each season? Could not
famous people be persuaded to
play in such an event, and
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would it not be possibie to get a
great deal of publicity for bridge?
Would not some sccizl or rubber
bridge players enter, kaowing that
at least their few shiliings would
benefit a ncedy charity? And
might not some of these become
regular duplicate plavers?

FIRST THINGS FIRST

Making his debut in our middle
pages, The Watcher rebuts a
reader’s criticism concerning the
expenses of British teams in
European and World Champion- -
ships. I am not of the same mind
as he. By all means pay players’
expenses when there is money to
spare, but there are more urgent
neceds. For example, a brochure
of the kind recently distributed
by the Amcricans on a massive
scale, designed to attract people
to duplicate bridge; and an annual
list of master-point rankings—so
far the only information dis-
seminated in cight years has been
by courtesy of the bridge press.
Money is also nceded to invite
a foreign team regularly to the
Eastbourne or London Congress,
repaying the very generous hospi-
tality which British players receive
abroad. These and many other
constructive purposes should have
priority over payments to players,
the majority of whom are pro-
fessionals reaping financial benefit
from the prestige which cham-



pionship npsessises Bring them.
- The non-prof : more
concerned the hoaocur of

representing their country.
HIDDEN YRESSURE

I shail be intcrested to learn
The Watcher’s views next month
on a letter received too late for
publication. “A year ago,” writes
an illustrious but dispassionate
observer, “pressure from a few
top players caused the B.B.L. to
abandon a scheme of sclection
determined after lengthy con-
sideration of players’ views and
which is now in general favour
throughout the world, and which
produced one winning team out
of two in spite of a boycott by a
minority with special interests.
Now the pressure has reached the
point of causing the authorities
to abandon an announced method
of selection for the Olympiad.
Is a very select tail wagging the
British Bridge League dog?”

A fair question. -The British
selectors have been silent since
their first Olympiad sclection
scheme flopped for mysterious
reasons. Meanwhile the hard-
fought American trials are alrcady
decided and Italian captain Carl
Perroux has announced that
he will field the top two pairs
from a three-stage pairs trial,
plus one pair of his own choosing.
That the famous Blue Team,

Vit

winners of six successive world
championships, should have to
carn their places will interest
certain British players who felt
that their good performance at
Baden-Baden entitled them to play
in the Olympiad without the
formality of a trial.

A FEAST OF BRIDGE

The Olympiad, to be held in
New York from 2-12 May,
presents the chance to combine a
visit to the New World with a
feast of bridge. Bridge-playing
visitors, whether or not they are
connected with a team, can obtain
very advantageous hotel rates by
booking directly through the
American Contract Bridge
League, 33 West 60th Street,
New York 23. (Examples: Ameri-
cana headquarters hotel, $14.00
single, $18.00 double. Squire
Motor Hotel, adjoining, $10.00
single, $16.00 double, as compared
with normal prices of $18.00 and
§22.00 respectively). The A.C.B.L.
will do their best for those need-
ing cheaper accommodation.

A little bird tells me that the
Americans were willing to under-
take an ambitious air charter
scheme which would have slashed
costs, but European Bridge League
officials decided they could do
better. Optimists should direct
their enquiries to this august
body through the proper channels.



players’

excellent

There
tournament players who cut a
moderate figure at the rubber
bridge table, but I am doubtful
if there is one first-class rubber
bridge player who would not
prove a formidable adversary at

are  many

the duplicate game. Psychology
and the ability to aim at what the
late ‘Skid’ Simon so aptly des-

scribed as ‘“‘the best result
possible,” instead of “‘the best
possible result,” are the im-

portant qualities at rubber bridge.

In this little quiz I am asking
readers to rate their game. Write
down your answers, then turn to
page 10 and add up your score.

Over 80%. You are at least
Master Class.

609,-—80%. You are cither a
first-class player with too little
psychology or a moderate tech-

nical performer with plenty of

flair.

409,—60°,. You have cither
played too little rubber bridge
and have scope for improvement

TEST YOUE
RUBBER GA!

Kenneth Konstam is not only world class
at duplicate and rubber bridge—he is an
astute, though reticent,
mistakes.
size up your rubber game.

R =
hl—

observer of other

This original quiz will

or you have played for a long
time and have too much in com-
mon with the unlucky expert.

Under 409,. You had better
stick to what the Americans call
the ‘Board Game.’

Now let me give the background
to my quiz:

You have come into the Club
and have been introduced to an
American visitor. You arc in-
formed that he is a keen tourna-
ment player in the States and is
well on the way to becoming a
Life Master, a rank which his
wife has already attained.

You make up a game with the
visitor, the Club’s unlucky expert
and Aunt Agatha. The game
should be what is termed a
push-over if’ your cards are not
too bad.

(1)

visitor.

You cut with the American
Before play commences
he asks whether you play Goren,
the Weak Two and Fishbein. Do
You answer:
(a) along the

lines that you



prefer C.A.B. und Three No
Trumps over 2nr ozening Three
bid, that your Two-Club bid is
forcing to game, and that you
play the Ace responses? Or,

(b) that you agree to play what
he suggests, while making a
mental note to play your own
game anyway, apologising during
the game if you misinterpret
any part of his system? Or,

(c¢) that while you agree to play
everything he says you would like
to make an exception of the
“Weak Two,” begging to be
excused on the score of inex-
perience ?

(2) During the course of the
rubber you find that your partner
is an adequate card-player but has
a tendency to keep the bidding
alive just in case you happen to
hold a rock crusher.

(a) Do you mentally decide to
tighten up your requirements for
an opening bid while playing as
his partner?

(b) If the answer is yes, do
you make this reservation in all
positions or only third or fourth
in hand?

(3)  With both sides vulnerable
the opponents open Three Hearts
and the A.V. bids Three Spades
(Fishbein). The hand on your right
passes and you hold:

(see next column)

@9876 Q42 OJI5432 65
Do you bid (@) Four Diamonds,
(b) Four Spades, or (c) Pass.

With both sides vulnerable

)

- and no score below, the A.V. opens

One No Trump. You hold:
®KJ42 Q953 OJ 10542

After a pass on your right you
bid a Stayman Two-Clubs. To
your surprise partner now bids
Two No Trumps.

Do you (a) Pass, or (b) raise to
Three No Trumps?

(5) Still partnered by the A.V.,
and not vulnerable against vul-
nerable opponents, he deals and
opens Three Hearts. Aunt Agatha
bids Three Spades and you pass,
holding:

®K4 532 OKI1087 SK543

The Unlucky Expert bids Three
No Trumps, A.V. passes and
Aunt Agatha bids Four Clubs. You
pass and the expert bids Six
Spades.

Do you (a) Double, or (b)
Pass? In cither event, (¢) What
do you lead?

(6) You are now partnered by
Aunt Agatha and are playing a
strong No Trump. Partner opens
One No Trump and you hold:

(see next page)



#AQJ94 01042 0642 74
Do you bid (¢) Two Spades,
(h) Three Spades, (c) Two No
Trumps, or (d) Three No Trumps?

(1) With neither side vulner-
able you hold:
#AK10543 Q— OAKT2 543

You open One Spade, A.V.
bids Two Hearts and Aunt Agatha
doubles.

Do you (a) Pass? (b) Take out
the double? (¢) If you take out,
What do you bid?

(8) Your hand is the same as in
question (7) and the bidding has
gone the same way. This time your
partner is the Unlucky Expert.

(a) Have you any reason to
alter your answer to the previous

question? (b) If so, give the
reason.
(9) You are on lead against

Three No Trumps, the bidding
having gone One No Trump, Two
No Trumps, Three No Trumps.
You hold:

#98 QQI1042 OKI6 K1083
What do you lead if your
partner is (a) the A.V., (b) Aunt
Agatha, (¢) the Unlucky Expert?

(d) 1f you find reason to change
lead

your according to your
partner, what is the guiding
factor?

(10)  You are psrouered by the
Unlucky Expert aginst A.V. and
Aunt Agatha. Your score is game
and 60 and the oppcnents are Nil.

(a) Do you prefcr a penalty of
not less than 3CQ to taking the
rubber? (b) Are you more care-
ful or less careful than usual
about doubling the opponents in
a low-level contract that will give
them game if made?

ANSWERS

(1) (a) 0, (&) 8, (c) 10.

(2) (@) Yes, 5, (b) third or
fourth in hand, 5.

(3) (@0, (b) 2, (o) 10.

) (a) 0, (b) 10.

(5) (@ 10, (b) 3, (¢) a small
club, 10.

©) @5, ()0, (c) 7, (d) 10.

(7) (a) 10, (b) 0, (c) Two Spades,
0, Three Spades, 2, Three No
Trumps, 5, Three Diamonds, 10.

8) (@) Yes, 10, (b)  Aunt
Agatha’s double is probably
sounder than the Expert’s, who
may be doubling for lack of any
better choice.

(9) (a) 2 of hearts, 10, (b) 2 of
hearts, 10, (c) 9 of spades, 10, (d)
The Unlucky Expert is likely to
understand top of nothing, but
the others may be muddled.

(10) (@) Yes, 10, (b) More
careful, 10,



@,  LUCK FAVOURS
. THE BRAVE

Leon  Sapire, Johannesburg lawyer and
editor of the South African magazine “Bridge
Bulletin,” recalls hands from last winter's
tour of South Africa by Nico Gardener's

feam.

Last winter Nico Gardener
brought out Albert Rose, Tony
Priday, Michael Wolach and
Albert Dormer to tour the Union.
In the course of a circular trip
from Johannesburg to Cape Town,
Port Elizabeth, East London,
Durban and back to Jo’burg, they
played 22 matches and won 18.
Sportsmen that they are, they
will, T am sure, forgive me for
the title of this article. Just look
at what happened in the unofficial
“test” match between them and
South Africa at the end of the
tour!

(see next column)

Despite the combined 26-count
there is no game for East-West,
but Gardener and Rose in Room 1
reached 3NT by ambitious bid-
ding. Dr. Aaron Gordon (South),
who at Port Elizabeth had been a
member of the first home team
to beat the visitors, led the 6 of
hearts, a lead which he later
agreed was inferior to the 5 of
spades. (A heart is a “*dead end”

11

South dealer
Game all
NORTH
S AK3
Q4
Q107654
$dKI096
WEST EasT
S1076 &J2
QYAQ3 QKIS
OAKS OQJ32
dAT42 dJS53
SoutH
S Q9854
Q1097652
o9
®Q
lead compared with spades.)

Albert Rose (East) saw that there
were eight tricks on top but there
appeared to be no quick way
of developing a ninth. To bluff
the opponents, he won the opening
lead with dummy’s Queen of
hearts and played the 6 of spades.
Hill, North, ducked, hardly ex-
pecting the spade situation to
be as it was; he probably thought
the declarer might have Q9xx and



his partner Jack to three. Thus
the suit was blocked. South
won with the Queen and returned
a heart, won in dummy. Now
Rose, did he but know it, had
only to play Ace and another
club to bring home the contract.
In fact he played dummy’s small
club, not the Ace, but was
reprieved when North climbed
up with the King.

In the other room the auction
was more competitive:

Soutn WEST  NORTH EAST

Dormer D. Priday Martin-
Katzen ovic

No 1dp No 1o

INT  Dble 24 3

kI 3 No No No

Having passed on the first
round, Dormer’s INT overcall
was, of course, the Unusual No
Trump, asking partner to choose
between the unbid suits. Katzen
doubled, and when Priday went
Two Spades East could do no
more than bid Three Clubs.
Presumably Dormer construed
Priday’s Two Spade bid, after
the double, as a voluntary gesture
based on a four-card spade suit.
No other interpretation  would
justify  Dormer’s next bid of
Three Spades at this vulnerability.
After some thought K

atzen passed
but

I consider that since his
partner had made two free bids
he might well have doubled.

Neither defender seemed  to
appreciate the significance of the
bidding — that East-West had
superiority in high cards, and that
North-South were bidding on
“shape.” The standord defence
in such a situation is to lead
trumps at cvery opportunity, but
the defenders never looked like
doing this. East led the Queen
of diamonds, which held, and
switched to a club. West won
with the Acc and played hearts.
Now Priday was able to make one
club trick and eight more tricks
on a cross-ruff.

If East had started by leading
the Jack of spades, the declarer
would of course have pursued
different tactics and would have
tried to establish the hearts. As
the cards lic, however, he would
have been unable to manocuvre
to ruff even one round of hearts
without establishing a trump trick
for the defenders, and so would
have been defeated. It is truc
that on the lead of the 2 of spadcs,
not the Jack, a heart ruff can be
negotiated and the contract made,
but irrespective of that I think
that to lead trumps was the
correct defence.

Anyway Britain scored a total
of 740 on the hand—13 i.m.p.s. up
instead of 12 down.

On a later board from the same
match Gardener and Rose again



showed a tendency to favour a
game contract in no-trumps in
preference to a safer contract
in a suit. These were the cards:

East decaler
East-West vulnerable

NORTH

S QJ6

Q1098542

O 8

$ls54
WEST EAsT
@72 HAIS543
Q KJ Q7
OAJI6 OKI0752
dAKQI3 & 10

SouTH

@ K108

QA63

O Q43

$»8762

Rose played 3NT from the
East position. A club was led
and Rose finessed diamonds the
right way and made twelve tricks.
In Room 2 the bidding went:

WEST EAsT

D. Katzen Martinovic
1dpo 14

2NT 30

3NT No

I thought at the time that
Katzen should have been more
enterprising, since we were un-
likely to beat the British unless
we could get a lucky break or
two on a borderline slam hand
such as this. In any case, surely

13

Koo -

The new, up-to-the-minute, mixed :

pairs championship of Britain (1

’

Portland :

ortlan :

. \

Pairs ~

N

To be held simultaneou:ly at Ilkley, §

Droitwich and Eastbourne.” Biz master- §

point awards and many foreizn-conzress $
prizes.

- )

7/8 March 4

)

Entry £2 per player to )

Geoffrey Fell z

3NT cannot be right, with partner
showing a two-suited hand. With
such a strong fit in partner’s
second suit, West should have
raised to Four Diamonds, and in
view of the state of the match
(Britain were leading 99—38 at
half-time) a slam might well have
been reached. Actually it is
rather unlucky to find that Six
Diamonds is not a better con-
tract than it is, depending on
both finding the diamond Queen
and running the clubs, but it has
nearly as good a chance of
succeeding as has 3NT and it was,
therefore, “worth a bash.” Th,
correct contract for the British, |
consider, was Five Diamonds.

We were hardly surprised at
losing the *‘test” match, but the
moral is that, no matter how good
your opponents are, you may still
win if opportunism can be com-
bined with lucky breaks.



.@nnals Of &uf][’fi i?[ué

““Reward for Enterprise:’’

Walter Hurry always welcomed
a men’s four since he assumed
that there would be no narrow-
minded objections to his psychic
bidding. Thus he was happy to
cut Alfred Bulldozer against Com-
mander Scroop and Sir Yoicks
Harkaway. With both sides over-
bidding, the rubber had been in
progress for three-quarters of an
hour when Hurry dealt.

NORTH
Scroop
Q2
03963
OKQJI054
&5
WisT EAsT
Bulldozer Hurry
$ 43 S AI08TS
DPAQI082 @5
OA3 09876
& KJIIT $963
Soutn
Sir Yoicks
®KJ96
O K74
O 2
S AQE42
Both sides were vulnerable,

but that did not deter Hurry from
opening the bidding with One
Spade.  Sir Yoicks made a tacti-

cal pass, waitizz o Hurry to
step into troublz.  Bulldozer
responded Two Hearts and Scroop
passed. So did Huiiy, though of
course the sequence was techni-
cally forcing. If Sir Yoicks had
been well inspired he would have
passed as well, but fearing that
he was being bluffed out of a
game he re-opened with 2NT.
The bidding continued:

SoutH WEST  NORTH EAST

14
No 29 No No
2NT No 30 No
3NT Dble Rdble No
No No

At the end of this auction
everyone except Hurry, who had
been in such a situation many
times, was a little apprehensive.
Bulldozer knew that he might
find no support from his partner,
and neither Scroop nor Sir Yoicks
had any grounds for confidence.

Bulldozer led the 8 of hearts
and Scroop put down his dummy.
“I assume that you have the Ace
of my suit,” he said. *“Otherwise
we shall be in bad shape.”

Attempting to look cheerful,
Sir Yoicks played the 9 of hearts
from dummy, which held the



trich, - Moy a high

dianccnd the ©p-
ponsiite nis pass.  But
Hurry zue 3 i played too

well.  ¥Huriy dropped the 8, be-
ginning 4 peter that would tell
his partizer that he held either
two diamonds or four. Realising
that there would be no. point in
holding up if declarer held three
diamonds, Bulldozer played the
Ace on the first round and laid
down the Ace of hearts.
Keeping - his “hoad despite  his
perilous situation, Sir Yoicks
dropped the King, so that if
Bulldozer continued with hearts
there would be an entry to the
table. As Hurry had discarded
a low club on the Ace of hearts,
Bulldozer cashed the Queen and
exited with a spade. Hurry put
in the 7; Sir Yoicks won with the
9 and returned a spade to Hurry's
Ace. The position was now:

NORTH

@ —
VR
OQJI0S4
L)
WEST EAsT
@ — 1085
Q102 QY —
O3 097
dKJII07 H»96
SoutH
& KJ
Q@ —
O —
dAQ842

Hurry led the 9 of clubs and
the Queen was covered by the
King. Bulldozer returned the
Jack and Sir Yoicks did the best
he could by allowing this to win.
He made the rest of the tricks,
but he had lost six tricks and the
penalty was 1000.

*“I can’t think what you fellows
arc bidding on,” said Hurry.

America’s bright new monthly magazine,
acclaimed by top experts everywhere....
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Annual Subscription:
Send £2. 17s. 10 35, Dover Street, London, W.1, or 8 dollars to
P. O. Box 1245, Studio City, California.




Every man has his price, ac-
cording to Milton. Had bridge
existed in his day, I'm sure he
would have applied his remark
to conventions. Not the least
part of the price to be paid is
the bad results emanating from
misuse. Employ conventions only
when the circumstances are well
suited, is my motto—but then,
I'm a bridge simpleton.

Consider this hand from the
heats of the Warwickshire Pairs
Championship. South was dealt:

#AK74 QK83 Q74 $»AKS

What would you bid? Some
enthusiasts like One Diamond,
intending to Jjump to 3NT on the
next round.  Their hope is to
discourage a diamond lead. Others
open One Club to give partner
the maximum bidding space and
they, too, intend to rebid 3NT.
The trouble is, particularly in
pairs events, that partners tend
10 move a minor-suit bid on
inadequate values, giving shock-
ing results from the ensuing 3NT,

16

% 1084

DO BE £
SIMPLE

Our Midlands correspondent, A. Hutchinson,
extols the virtues of the simple game.

T

g D N
s

-]

-~

NORTH

® 1063
Q42
0853
$H»Q632

EAsT
®J38
QA96S
OAJI6
$Jo7

WEST

$ Q952
QJio7
OKI102

SouTtH
dAKT4
QK83

OQ74
$dAKS

In my simple way 1 opened
One Spade, my contention being
that, if partner cannot find a bid,
then One Spade is likely to be the
best contract. In the play I
made cight tricks for an excellent
result, thanks largely to the
defence. I can only assume that
they were playing a form of
MUD (Middle-Up-Down leads)
used by some players in this area
for many years. This consists of
playing the top of a doubleton,



the middle card of three, and the
fourth-best of four from suits
cither of small cards or containing
an honour. Discretion should be
used, however, and surcly onc
cannot afford to play the 10 from
K102 when dummy holds nothing
higher than the 8. But.at one
point in the play, my West led
the 10, taken by East, who I
suppose was deceived. He could
have retrieved the position by
returning the Jack but in fact
he played back the 6. I played
low and my Queen became a
winner. Yes, it pays to be a
simpleton.

“Well really!” exclaimed Mrs.
Whiteside.  “How  provoking!
Somebody’s made twelve tricks
in no-trumps. Why, it’s im-
possible!” She herself had made
Four Spades. This was the deal:

NORTH
10972
QAKS2
094
& K87
WEST EAsST
4 S AKQ63
Q96 QJ7
OKIJ6 OATS
$dAISI2 S Q1104
SoutH
85
Q10843
OQl0832
$»96

It scemed inexplicable at first
but the mystery yielded to in-
vestigation.

When East had mentioned
spades in the auction, North led
a heart against the subsequent
3NT contract and only nine
tricks could be made. But one
poor North heard only - INT—
3NT, so his lead of the 10 of
spades did not appear unreason-
able. The declarer, Peter Millar,
took the trick with dummy’s
Ace, concealing his Jack, and
immediately took the losing club
finesse. North now reasoned
that they might beat the contract
if his partner held the Jack of
spades and four hearts. (It was
too much to expect both the
Queen of hearts and the spade
Jack because of the opening INT.)
North’s reasoning does not with-
stand analysis, but, thinking he
was likely to get a bad result
anyway unless the spades could
be held, he led the 2 of hearts.
Curtains! Once again, simple
bidding had produced a fine result
The moral is, DO be a simpleton.

Now my partner, George Bara,
is a scientist by profession and a
bidding scientist by inclination,
but he had reluctantly agreed to
adapt himself to my uncultivated
methods and keep it simple. All
went well until I picked up this
hand: (see next page)



#AKG6 QIT5 O8 #AQIOS3
After East had opened One

Spade, I had no really satisfactory
bid and decided to risk INT,
despite the singleton diamond. To
my surprise, West came in with
Two Clubs and partner with
Two Spades, East then passing.
There secemed to be a liar about
but, at unfavourable vulnerability,
surely it couldn’t be partner. It
hardly seemed likely that he
would want to play in spades
unless East had psyched, and I
regarded the whole proceedings
with suspicion. A grave doubt
assailed me. Can a leopard really
change its spots? Had George,
like a neglected rose, reverted to
type and sprung some new
scientific trick on me? Filled
with foreboding, I decided to
play for time with Three Clubs,
converted by partner to 3NT.

NORTH

®QJ952

Q106

OA932

& K3
EAsT
®108743
VKI2

Wist
-
O A843
0Q107 OKJIG6GS4
$J97642 & —
Soutn
®AKOG
PQ975s
o8
S AQI1053

West led the 3 of hearts, East
playing the King. This was not an
unfavourable bzginning, since it
scemed likely that neither black
suit would brea* favourably, in
which casc I shouid need a heart
trick. To take dummy's 10,
East returned the Jack, covered
by the Queen and Ace, and West
hopefully tried a third round,
thus giving me rwo heart tricks.
Four rounds of spades followed,
embarrassing West. He decided
to play for his partner to hold the
Queen of clubs and the King of
diamonds, so he released three
clubs and one diamond, permitting
me to come to cleven tricks.

With silent opponents, the
normal contract is Four Spades
by North, going as much as three
off, whereas 3NT appears to be a
make aguinst any lead.

This being only the first round:
let us omit the long list of
qualifiers. Instcad, spare a kind
thought for those well known
players who were expected to
qualify, but who went down with
colours nailed to the mast and
guns still blazing.

Roll of Honour

Mrs. G. Gardner and F.
Keates.

Mrs. Townsend and E. Foster.

A. Isaacson and P. Hartill.

A. N. D. Others.

Resurgeant.

G:



PAR POINT

Last month 1 described the
first 9 decals of this 32-deal
contest. This_was the 10th board:

NORTIHI
@ 1098
Q1042
0973
$»9863

SouTtH
AT
QYAKQIJ3
OAQI]
»75

South had to play Four Hearts
after East had opened INT. The
defenders began with three rounds
of clubs, South ruffing the third
round high. As West turns up
with &Q, declarer must place
East with all the remaining
honours. So that he can take
all the required finesses, he
must play 4J from hand after
two high trumps. Later he can
finesse spades again and still be in
dummy to pick up East's OKx.
A test of ordinary technique.

OLYMPIAD (2)

Terence Reese continues his account of
the British heat of this worldwide competition.

I thought that Hand 11 was
more difficult:

WEST EAsT
®10753 S AKJI9
Y9642 QAKIJI0
O 10 OAKQIJ4
dAK7TS & —

East has to make 6NT against
the lead of (3. Declarer knows
roughly how the suits are going to
break, but to secure his par he
must find a line of play that will
win against any distribution. The
key card is dummy's V9. One
high club must be taken at trick
two, declarer discarding <Q10.
A spade is led to the King, South
showing out. Declarer plays &J,
which North naturally refuses.
Then come the remaining top
diamonds, followed by QA, VK,
and J. South has to win the
third heart (or leave declarer in
hand to make another top spade)
and then dummy’s P9 and &A
win the last two tricks. Though
not complicated, this was a con-
fusing sort of hand.



Hands 12 and 13 werc bread-
and-butter hands, then came this
one:

NORTH
A8
QAKI1042
OAKIJ
SdAQS

SouTH
$762
Y653
OQ10742

97

North has to play Four Hearts,
and he is told that East might
have opened INT, showing 13-15
points. East lcads K.

Declarer holds off the first spade
and wins the continuation. The
only danger lies in a 4-1 trump
split. Knowing that East must
hold both trump honours, he
plays 210 from hand at trick
three to prevent West from gain-
ing the lead. East wins and
forces with a spade. Declarer
rufls this and plays another low
trump; now dummy’s third trump
protects against a fourth spade.

This was a fair but decidedly
difficult hand. Apart from this
deal North had a rather casier
time than the other players.

(The play depends upon the
condition that East may open |NT
with two good 4-card majors but
not with {98653 ; Ed.).

WEST EAsT

432 oA

Q4 P K32

O AKI107432 OJ5

d A3 - 3KQ76542

To secure tneir full bidding
par, East-West had to reach a
slam after South had opened with
a vulnerable INT. In play, East
had to make 6NT against the
lead of K.

Declarer has to appreciate the
significance of West’s (7. He
leads {J at trick two, finding
North with a void. Seven club
tricks are run off and then OS5
is led, South having to split his
98 6. Then dummy exits with
a heart to South’s Ace, now
single, and the last two tricks are
won by dummy’s tenace in dia-
monds.

NORTH
P 3
Q7152
OKI108753
$JS83
WEST EAsT
®KQ42 @ A1098
QA864 Y Q
0964 OQlJ
$ AK 1097654
Soutn
@765
QKJIIW93
O A2
Q2



Viest pitys in Four Spades and
Nerth-South hove to defeat this
after the jead of 7. The de-
fence begins with three rounds
of diamonds. When dummy ruffs
the third round South must not
overruff but must discard a club.
Then he ruffs the second round
of clubs and leads a high heart.
South may go wrong here by
thinking that he has to .attack
hearts early on, with a view to
forcing dummy.

The second half

The contest was spread over
two evenings, 16 boards each
evening. The second 16 were more
difficult than the first. Players
who were determined to improve
on their first-half performances
soon suffered disillusionment.

Immediately there was a tricky
combined defence for East-West.

NORTH

6542

Q K4

OA973

742
WEST EAsST
$3 10987
QIJIs52 Q96
OKI1054 OJ86
$SdAKIGCS J83

SourtH

& AKQIJ

QY AI10873

0Q2

$Q10

To ecarn their full par North-
South had to stay short of game,
but the directed contract was Four
Spades. The “guidance bidding”
marked South with longer hearts
than spades.

West opens &K and East, not
desiring a switch, probably en-
courages with the 8. When West
follows with the Ace it is easy for
East to think that there is no
point in unblocking with the Jack,
since South will be ruffing the
third round. But South is in-
structed not to ruff—he throws a
diamond. Now, if East has not
unblocked in clubs, the par has
flown. If East has unblocked,
West must appreciate the situation
and play a fourth club. Dummy
ruffs, East throws a heart.

Hand 18 was another defensive
problem for East-West.
NORTH
® AKQJ
Q1087
09863

& 108
WEST

@ 108642

EasT

®—
QJI%654
OJI0754
& 964
SouTH

#9753
QAK32

O AK

& AKQ



North plays in Six Spades and
East lecads 9.  Declarer is
instructed to cash two diamonds,
come to hand with a trump, and
ruff a diamond on the table. If
West overruffs, a red-suit squeeze
develops against East. Whether
he foresces this or not, West may
well judge that there is no hurry
to expand one of his long trumps.
To beat the contract, he must
throw a club. If he throws QQ
he exposes his partner to finesses
in hearts and loses the par.

Of all the players, it seemed to
me that South had the roughest
time in the second half. His trials
began with the following hand:
NORTH
& AK]J
Q106
OJ64
SAKQIO

East
9875432
QAJ432

WEST
®—
VAR ¥
OQ98753 O 10
$J872 &» —
SoutH
$QIl06
¥ K 5
OAK?2
$96543

The contract is 6NT and West
lg:ads 9. If West has 987 pre-
cxscly-lhcrc may be advantage in
covering with the 10, though it is
not casy at the beginning of the

hand to sce why. At any rate,
the 10 must be played, fetching
the Jack and King. South plays
a club to the Ace, returns to QA,
and takes three msre rounds of
clubs. After onc top spade from
dummy, he returnz to OK. This
is the end position: .

NORTH

& KJ

Q6

o]

»—
WEST EAsT
& — 987
Y87 QA4
O Q98 O —
o — o —

SoutH

& Q10

QS

o2

&9

On the last club West throws a
diamond, North a diamond, and
East a spadec. Now comes a
spade to the King, and Jack of
spades back to the Queen.  West
is caught in a vice squecze. Tony
Priday negotiated this hand suc-
cessfully, but I should imagine
that it defcated the great majority
of competitors.

(The official results are not yet
to hand, but it is largely that U.S.
players will  fill the leading
places.  Ed.)



You Say...

Readers are invited fo send letters on all subjects
to the Editor, B.B.W., 35 Dover Street, London, W.I.

Problem 5 in the November 100
Up lcaves onc sympathising with
the difficulty of the decision. One
panclist gave North ‘“a shortage
in clubs” and another stated that
North “has apparently a fit in
clubs.”

I am also worried about the
panclists who could have scored
800 to 1400 by doubling in
Problem 3, but who thought “a
double might give unsatisfactory
results.”

Contradictions and mistakes
like these are not exceptional.
Why not publish the North hands
—maybe East and West as well
—so that we can secc who is
right?

J. W. GIELKENS,
Sittard, Holland

But Alan Hiron’s object is to
provoke differences of opinion so
that the readers can choose between
varied styles and interpretations.
The lad would be desolate if he
got uniform answers.

As to the so-called “‘contradic-
tions and mistakes,” I am afraid
you will just have to accept that
the poor old panelists are doing
their best. Believe me, they give
a great deal of thought to their

answers—and, in spite of what

they say about cach other, they

are not bad bidders.
* *

Replying, in the October, 1962
issue, to a letter from Sir Hugh
Garrett asking for more items of
general interest and fewer tourna-
ment reports, you stated that the
solution was to increase the
number of pages. This has been
done, but I wonder whether Sir
Hugh and others arc altogether
satisfied. The main difference
seems to be the provision of even
longer reports on the same events
and players, plus some lengthy
reminiscences of the early days
of bridge and, of course, Bridge
Academy. My suggestions are:

(a) Could we not have more
reports on the main Congresses?
Not, of course, mere “‘inscrip-
tions on the sands of time,”
to usc your own descriptive
phrase, but comment and criticism
of the bidding and play. All the
world and his wife visit congresses
and would 1 think be.interested.

(b) More important  still, |
should like to sce articles on
interesting ideas on bidding and
play. Occasional ones there have

*



been but not cnough. The
Gardener INT overcall is an
cxample of what I mcan. If
such items can be provided, I
think it would be interesting if
readers could be persuaded to
comment and criticise, with the
author replying. Let’s have a
bit of controversy. It's the breath
of life.

(c) This is my third and most
important point. Until recently
the magazine was described as “a
Medium for English Bridge Union
News” but there never is any.
Now I think it of the greatest
importance that the decisions
of the E.B.U., which affect us
all, should be given full publicity.
In particular I have in mind the
licensing of conventions. At
present it is impossible to know
what is and what is not licenced.
One should not have to meet new
conventions in tournaments and
match play without the chance
of working out in advance counter
plays. Surely publicity in the
magazines should be required
before they are used in competi-
li.\'c bridge. In general, it s
simply fantastic that the E.B.U’s
only communication with their
members is the annual tournament
brochure, in style reminiscent ofa
seed catalogue of the Victorian
cra,

Who are the EB.U.? That s

the question. I picture them as a
murmuration of wives, with
husbands in the dog-house, so
firmly scaled arc their lips.

A. HuTtCHINSON,
Sutton Coldficld.

Let me take your three points
in order:

(a) I feel that such reports would
be of interest only to the persons
whose activities were reported.
We have never sought to gain
subscribers by flattery and name
dropping; indeed, I think we
would be more likely to lose Mrs.
Katzenjammer’s subscription by an
honest account of her endeavours
at the Rawtenstall closed congress.

(b) A sound suggestion which
we shall try to meet. o

(¢) I entirely agree. If it were
not for the bridge magazines and a
Sfew public-spirited columnists, the
E.B.U’s. strange silence would
strangle the tournament game.

I know that a vast amount of
honorary work is done, but good
intentions are not enough. If
every E.B.U. delegate read the
A.C.B.L. monthly bulletin and
tried to adapt to the English scene
as many American ideas as possible
the game here could leap ahead.

Writing in  similar vein, my
predecessor  once  said: ‘It is
important that the E.B.U. should
have a policy and should announce
it forthwith.  That was in 1956.

24



I note that you don’t intend to
pubiish my last letter, but do you
really think that it has less
readcr-interest than Ruff’s Club
and Ingram’s delving into the
past, even with his comic spelling?

This general urge to live in the
past is why we fail to keep up
with the times in bidding tech-
nique. “Acol is good enough
for me, old boy,” may have been
all right in the 40, but not today.

I liked Stanislaw Bitner’s re-
marks, “Of course, we use weak
Two bids.” Should not you
have made the editorial comment,
“And of course we don’t, and
we’ll have nothing to do with
Asking Bids either.” At all costs
let us be conservative.

C. E. HoLMEs,
Newcastle-upon-Tyne.

The answer to your first question
is an unqualified ““Yes.”  Your
reference to the mistakes in the
caption to the photograph on page
21 of the November issue is more
damaging, but there have been
worse printing errors in more
august pages than ours.

The fact that British experts
don’t dig Asking Bids and weak
Two bids is not proof of senility.
Both are now fuairly ancient wea-
pons, and you are the conservative
one for failing to perceive that
over many years they have made
little impact in internationals.
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This is to tell you how much I
and many of my fricnds have
enjoyed the recent issues of the
B.B.W.

Harry Ingram’s reminiscences I
find are most interesting, amusing
and, indeed, instructive, com-
bining nostalgia of the great
players of the past with the early
exploits of those who are still
with us today.

H. S. EDWARDs,
Esher, Surrey.

We are glad to have confirmation
of our belief that bridge history is
fascinating.  Barring actual mob
demonstrations in Dover Street,
we intend to continue our ““archive™
series.  Coming shortly is an
account of the sensational impact
of Dr. Paul Stern’s pre-war
Austrian team.

* * *

May I raisc a small voice in
protest? Does Mr. Reese realise
what he has done with the
introduction of the Little Major,
with which we have been bom-
barded in recent issues? I have no
doubt that the system is admirable
in the right place—Baden-Baden
—but not for the 989 of bridge
players on whom the main support
of the game rests. The vast
majority of them have their
work cut out to assimilate old-
fashioned Acol, but that will not



deter them from attempting l.hc
Little Major in order to be “wn.h
it,” to the detriment of their
game.

I have the greatest admiration

for Mr. Reese, but I feel he is -

doing the rank and file player a
disservice, not only with the
Little Major, but also with the
book, The Acol System Today.

F. B. RAMSEY,
Barnham, Sussex.

I would answer the criticism
of editorial policy implicit in your
second sentence by remarking that,
sadly, 98, of bridge players don’t
read the B.B.W.

I was somewhat alarmed
recently to read the following in a
national newspaper:

“The E.B.U., after meeting in
Rome on Wednesday, decided to
experiment further with the U.S,,
French and German systems and
to meet again in Zurich.”

If we have to have artificiality,
(which heaven forbid), I reflected,
must we go abroad? What’s
wrong with the Little Major?.

It turned out that the report was
about colour television, and the
E.B.U. are the European Broad-
casting Union.

G. RoBsON,
Whitton, Middlesex.

MASTER POINT NEWS Continued

R. S. Brock (407); R. Swimer (406);
D. C. Rimington (402); L. Tarlo (393);
Dr. S. Lee (390); C. Vickerman (386);
R. T. Higson (384); K. Konstam (380);
K. 8. Barbour (375); E. C. Milnes (372);
F. Farrington (358); R. Preston (346);
A. F. Truscott (336); G. C. Griﬂilhs'
(328); J. Pugh (325); R. Crown (321);
B. I’_. Topley (319); J. Lazarus (307):
}.l. Franklin (304); *N. Gardener (236);

L.W. l)oods (138); *A. Meredith (24);
’J: Pavlides A7; %3. C. N, Marx (2):
*E. Rayne, ('-—-:honorury rank). '

National Masters:
(335); G. Fell (327); ).
S. W. Thomas (323);
(?23); Mrs, S. W, Thomas 319); p. G
F. Whitchouse (310); M. A. 'l’(;rl -
(3()0); R. Franses (296); p, Riclmrd\’(:r
(273); P, Juan (272); E. l.cudcr-\\'illium:

D. J. Smerdon
H. Taylor (324);
H. K. Cooke
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(272); J. Bloomberg (268); E. Jamieson
(264); Mrs. G. Higginson (260); Mrs.
P. Juan (260); Mrs. A. M. Hiron (259);
Mrs. G. Durran (257); Mrs. R. F. Cor-
wen (255); A. M. Hiron (252); W. J.
Langiert (252); 1. M. Morris (251); M.
G. D. Williams (251); J. Albuquerque
(246); P. F. L. Tottenham (241); Mrs.
M. Whitaker (240); P. E. Morley (233);
E. Newman (232); E. L. Figgis (230);
C. Ward (230); Mrs. M. Williams
(230); E. Crowhurst (230); E. Silver-
stone (229); J. Miezis (228); L. Morrell
(223); N. S. L. Smart (223); S. Blaser
(222); Mrs. D. P. Forbes (214); G.
Mathieson (205); E. Masser (205); J.
Pearlstone (205); A. E. Wardman (198)"
J‘. Tarlo (195); Mrs. J. M. Davies (183);
?I.xll;iclcgng (182); Dr. R. Y. Forbes
v G. D. Sharpe :
=g o pe (171); Mrs, H.



To play for his club, his
county or his country is usually
the keen player’s ambition at
any game or pastime, and bridge
is no exception.

The Camrose Trophy has
always been the Championship
cvent amongst the home countries
and every individual who has
played in the various matches
must at some timec or another
have had a feeling of satisfaction.
In the 1930's and for a few ycars
after the war, the teams represen-
ting England were invariably
sclected on merit, with a strong
leaning towards Gold Cup
winners. The “‘trials” of today
were unheard of and would have
been laughed to scorn. Selec-
tions were made on the known
form of the players and, although
at times it is possible a name was
included which did not meet
with general approval, there was
little grumbling.

As now, a team consisted of
three couples, a backbone of
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'REMINISCENGES OF
A BRIDGE PLAYER

The third instalment of a series in which
Harry Ingram delves into his memories of
British bridge.
early Camrose Trophy matches.

This month he recalls the

four London players and one pair
from the provinces. At that time
London players looked down their
noses at provincial bridge, but
the British Bridge League, anxious
to promote interest throughout
the country, thought it advisable
to include a provincial pair and,
I must say, seldom if ever in my
cxperience have the “weak™ pair
let the side down.

Well do I remember the match
against Scotland in 1936. The
tcam was:

H. Ingram and S. E. Hughes,

J. C. Marx and lain Macleod,

Dr. Mackay and S. Josephs.

Going up to Glasgow, the
London four discussed tactics and
gravely decided to put in *the
provincials” if and when we had a
substantial lead. (Incidentally,
I would like to record here what a
great loss it was to international
bridge when lain Macleod's suc-
cess and advancement in politics
made it impracticable for him to
remain in the competitive game.



He was one of the real ‘“‘tops,”
and I sometimes wonder what the
British and international bridge
scene would be like if he had
remained with his first love.)

Going back to the Scottish
match, by board 24 we had a fair
lead and Mackay and Josephs
came in for Marx and Macleod.
They proved their worth on board
26. East dcalt at game all:

NoORrT1H
S AQI1083
QAQJII074
09
& A
Wisr East
)7 65
Q3 VK86
OAJI0T76 OKS8543
$QJ643 &Ko7
Sourn
K942
Q952
©Q2
$ 10852

Hughes and 1, sitting North-
South, bid and made Five Spades
after the opponents had passed
originally and had later contested
in diamonds. In the other room
Josephs, West, boldly opened One
Diamond; North doubled and
East's jump to Three Diamonds
was passed back to him. North
went Three Hearts and this was
passed out for a game swing,

Some may say that is not S0

TORQUAY CONGRESS
Palace Hotel

APRIL 16th to 19th 1964

% Novel Events
% Golf Competition
% Cocktail Party

THE HAPPY CONGRESS

Hon. Sec. F. C. Keyte
64 Fleet St., Torquay.

very brilliant, but believe me, it
was not bad for a provincial pair
playing their second board in
a 1936 Camrose match.

On the very next board they
played in 3NT making an over-
trick, a far superior contract
to the Four Hearts reached by
Scotland, which went one down.
After that the Leicester pair were
“one of us.”

There was a bit of humour
on this board towards the end of
the match when we had established
a long lead. Stan Hughes was
hoping to get the opponents into
a slam and 1 was struggling to
Keep them out of one. He won.
North-South were vulnerable with

North dealer. (see mext page)



NORTH

@ AQI103

Q43

O3

dAKI10864
WEST EAsT
8764 KI5
Q652 QKQ8
06542 OJ1097
$»95 $dQJ3

SoutH

@92

QAJI097

OAKQS8

72

Marx and Macleod made a
peaceful Four Hearts, but the
bidding in our room really looked
crazy. Hughes and I sat East-
West.

SoutH WEST  NORTH EAST
1dp 10
2Q 2NT 30 Dble
3Q 3NT Dblec 4
Dble 49 44 No
4NT No SNT No
(Cul)
6 No No Dble
No No No

What Four Diamonds doubled
~would have cost! Against Six
Hearts, 1 did not find the spade
lead and the contract could have
been made, but fortunately it
was misplayed.
One cannot mention Scottish
matches without remembering the
grand parties by Bill and Susan

DUPLICATE BRIDGE BOARDS
METAL EDGED
(As supplied by the late F. Lawes)
Now Manufactured by
ARBEL PRODUCTS
3, Vittoria Street, Birmingham, |

Knox. They must have given
dozens. On one occasion we were
all so well entertained that having
a “final one” resulted in our losing
the Midnight Scot back to London.

Irish Interludes

Another Camrose match which
caused me high blood-pressure
was against Northern Ireland in
Belfast in 1947. The English
tecam was:

J Tarlo and J. T. Reese,

L. Baron and A. Meredith,

R. Vincent and C. Vickerman,
with me as non-playing captain.

The match was level through-
out and at board 92 England were
200 in arrcars. Baron and Mere-
dith had got into trouble time
and time again, and at this point
I gambled on taking them out
and putting in *“‘the provincials.”
I’'m sure that most onlookers
thought, with due respect to this
excellent couple, that to take out
Baron and Meredith was an act
of suicide.

Immediately, East opened One
Heart and Vickerman, vulnerable,
made a fully justified overcall of
One Spade which was doubled
for one down, 200. Imaginc my
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feelings, sitting behind Vickerman.
The boards were being played in
duplicate and 1 went into the
other room to see the result
there. Was 1 happy? Northern
Ircland had got into Three Spades
doubled for the loss of 800.
Vincent and Vickerman bid and
made a good 3NT on board 97,
which Northern Ircland failed to
reach, and the match was won.
Whew!

A month later in Dublin we
were again doing poorly, the
team being: A, Meredith and B.
Schapiro, J. Tarlo and J. T.
Reese, J. C. H. Marx and lain

Macleod. For some reason the
E.B.U. had split up Boris and
Terence and the team never
secemed to be working well, so at
board 73 1 put them together,
with Meredith and Tarlo as a
pair.  Fortunately the change
worked out well and we won
fairly comfortably, but I don’t
think the E.B.U. cver forgave
me for changing their sclections.

After this match the Irish with
their usual hospitality gave us a
lavish banquet and at the end we
Englishmen had a moving cx-
perience.  There were probably
80 to 100 at the banquet and they
all rose and, in the heart of
Dublin, sang “GodsavetheKing”.
We expected the doors of the hotel
1o be broken down atany moment,
but it was indeed a grand gesture
and we all appreciated it very
much.

One Hundred Up

Conducted by ALAN H1 RON
January Competition

A panel of experts will answe

a i t the questions and the marking of the
competiion will be determined

proportion to, the votes of the p
FIRST PRIZE

Two Guincas.,

Please read these rul

than one entry. Only

February 1,

by, though not necessarily in strict
ancl.

SECOND AND THIRD PRIZES

One Guinea.

es carcfully. No competitor may send in more

annual subscribers are cligible.

Answers should be sent to One Hundred

35 Dover Street, London, W.1, to arrive not later than first post on
Some latitude will be given to ove
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Problem No. 1 (10 points) SoutH  WEST NORTH EAsT

I.m.p. scoring, North-South vulner- ‘I;Io No 10 24
able, the bidding has gone: South holdas
SoutH  WEST NORTH EAST #KQII06 QK5 1076532 &
INT 20 10
5 (16-18) What should South bid?

S.oulh holds:
#KJ3 QQIIT4 OI72 &6

What should South bid? T

Match-point pairs, love all, the
bidding has gone:

Problem No. 2 (20 points)
SoutH  WEST  NORTH EAast

Game all, the bidding has gone: 28 No 20 No »
SoutH  WEST  NORTH EAsT - 2NT No 30 No

No No 3NT No 44 No
10 No kY 3 No 2
? South holds:
South holds: SAKI04 QKJII7T OAQ HAQ3
#K98 QAK4 OKI0953 &pAT7 What should South bid?

What should South bid: (a) at match-
point pairs? (b) At i.m.p. scoring?
Problem No. 7 (20 points)

Problem No. 3 (10 points) Match-point pairs, North-South vul-
L.m.p. scoring, North-South vulner- nerable, the bidding has gone:
able, the bidding has gone: Soutnt  WisT  NORTH East
Soutn  Wist  NortH East 14
10 28 ?
No 3 Dble No South holds:
9 SKQ52 QAS32 OQ9 HAI03

South holds:
@74 Q952 OKS8762 $Q109
What should South bid?

Problem No. 4 (10 points)

Match-point pairs, love all, South
deals himself this hand:

#AQ72 QAKIOS OAK32 #Q

What should South open?

Problem No. 5 (10 points)
Rubber bridge, game all, the bidding
has gone:
(see next column)

(@) What should South bid?

(b) What should South bid if East-
West only were vulnerable?

Problem No. 8 (10 points)

L.m.p. scoring, North-South vulner-
able, the bidding has gone:

SoutH  WistT  NORTH Easrt

30

No 6Q No No

No

South holds:

@104 QKS OQJ93 HSAI0743

What should South lead?



This

Tony Priday in the Sunday
Telegraph says that nearly 5,000
players attended a recent American
congress. Yet the E.B.U. fecbly
claims it is impossible to ac-
commodate more than 450 at
Eastbourne, our most ‘important
congress.  Surely Britain’s facili-
ties are not so bad.

If it is deliberate, it does not
seem to be working out very well
in terms of popularising  the
game.  America streaks ahead in
numbers, while our rate of in-
crease is among the slowest in the
world,

BRIDGE Tracuig, Surrey.

The EB.U. does not claim it iy

impossible 10 accommodate more

—only that the Eastbourne con-
gress would lose its quality if the
numbers were increased.

Our  congresses are

. week-end
Jixtures, while Americans

seem able
1o congregate Sfor a whole week,
A programme Sfor 1,000 players
over three or four days would be q

nonsense—like a one-day Ascor.

month 2
Eastbourne Congress, the Gold Cup, an
expenses for British players abroad.

[
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THE WATCHER

Unbridled banter from our Special Com-
missioner on the inside of big bridge.

his subjects include the

Whom does “The Watcher”
tip for this year’s Gold Cup, now
that Nico Gardener has been
knocked out in the first round?

J.M., Brighton.

Bit of a loaded question, that,
J.M.Y Not all his rivals woulfl
have made N.G. favourite this
year.

The Editor and I have tapped
up some of the fancied runners
and the cockiest was Terence
Reese.  Quoth he: “*If my crew
of dead-heads were capable of
mastering the Little Major, the
rest of the field could stay at
home.  Of course that's not for
P o

At this point we resourcefully
replaced the telephone.

* * *

Every year 1 am pressed, in one
way or another, to contribute
0 some sort of international
fund. All 1 want from duplicate
bridge is a quict game at my own
club or a match against a neigh-



bouring club. Why must I be
taxed to help spivvy professionals
to disport themselves in foreign
playgrounds?

A.J.L., Halifax. |

Even for "those who have no
ambitions to take part, international
competition is a good thing for
any game. It provides copy for the
papers, establishes contacts, tests
theories, and so forth. With no
tournament world there would be
nothing for the scribes to write
about, and duplicate bridge at
your own level would soon fade.

The “spivvy professionals,” by
the way, reckon they are knights in
shining armour, suffering financial
loss and unjust criticism, pro
patria mori.

* * *

Personally I enjoy your maga-
zine, but my teammates, when they
read my copy, say there is too
much mutual admiration and not
enough real criticism of our top
players.

Eusesius, Cheltenham.

If that’s what your teammates
think, they should cadge a look
at some other periodicals. How
about the flowery compliments in
Le Bridgeur, and the smug paro-

*American

chialism in" the new crop of
magazines? Nearer
home, there’s one in which the
editor’s friends are always magni-
ficent  people who . play magni-
ficently.

Meanwhile, Eusebius, instead of
encouraging your playmates to
dodge the column, kindly point
out to them that the B.B.W. needs
everyone’s support if it is to serve
the cause of bridge effectively.

* * *

Why don’t Reese, Flint and
Schapiro bring the Little Major
team on tour? We don’t believe
they are as tough as they make
out. If thcy would care to visit
Yorkshire they would be sure
of an enthusiastic welcome, and
perhaps a surprise.

R. K., Yorkshire.

*“On ne demande pas micux,”
replied one of the more literate
of the L.M. team when this sug-
gestion was put to them. They say
that any provincial team that will
bear the expenses of staging the
match can have odds of £1 to
10/~ a match point per player
(in a team of four) over 100
boards.

WRITE TO THE WATCHER
on any topic connected with bridge. You must supply
your name and address, but these will not be published
unless you so wish.
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London, Somerset, Warwickshire and
the North-West will meet at Bristol in
this year’s Tollemache final. This is
the brief story of how they got there.

South-Fast region
Ist London (12 v.p.s); 2nd Middlesex
9 v.p.s); 3rd Surrey (8 v.p.s).

Middlesex led for two-thirds of the
journey in all six of their matches and
atone stage were 20 i.m.p. up to London,
A 3NT contract which was generally
made provoked differences of opinion
between defending partnerships,  South
opened 2NT, North raised to Three
and West led ¢7.

Noriy

84

VAJY

0J1063

10854
East
A3
QK10842
09s4
$Q63

Dummy played low, East won with

the King and returned heart, all
following small, The declarer continued
with the King, Ace, and a third club,
On the third ¢lub West disearded 9.
What would you play neat ag East?
Most Fagt playens
the spade ¢all
Knoek out the 1

decided 10 ignore
and chose inwtead o
Wt heart guard, They
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Harold Franklin's main reports this month are /0'"
the Tollemache Cup (the English counties champions: up'
for teams of eight) and the.ladies’ trials for the New
York Olympiad.

argued that the declarer had only H.arce
club tricks and two hecarts, and sincc
East held @A the declarer would make
his contract only if he were able to take
four top diamond tricks.

In fact West held:

#KJ9xxx QIx O872 Hlx .
and the declarer was able to take his
nine tricks. West regarded his 49 as
a clear command—but a more helpful
discard would have been ¢2. That
would have made it clear to East that
the declarer had nine tricks in hearts,
clubs and diamonds and would 111'\&
left the spade as his only hope. “I'm
a simple soul,” said West, “when 1
discard the 9 of spades, that means ‘l'
would like my partner to play the suit.
“I'm a simple soul too,” replied East,
"It I have a six-card suit headed by lh's:
KJ, 1 am prepared to play it myself.

It was bidding rather than play ll‘ﬂt
finally decided the issue, when durng
the final boards of London y. Middlesex,
West dealt this abundance of riches:
Wist

EasT
4QJs e A4
VAK) V863
OKS OAQJII0T7H
#KIsa2 #AQ

Thirteen top tricks—and the 4-2
club break produced the founm:n!h‘
trick; the heart and spade finesses \\lf“
right for good measure.  The two Mid-



dlesex pairs assured their plus scores as
follows:

WEST EAsT
Rose Nunes
1d 20
3NT 6NT
No

By the Rose-Nunes methods the
rebid of 3NT showed 17-18, ‘a hand
which would have rebid 2NT over a
response of One Diamond, East scems
to have been unduly precipitate; the
possibility of ten or eleven tricks in the
minor suits alone should not have
escaped him and Four Clubs scems
obvious. West should then cue-bid
the diamond picture, after which East's
courage should not be unduly strained.

WEsT EAsT

Flint Harrison-Gray
1de 20
2NT ONT
No

Of this sequence it was suggested that
having rebid 2NT West had a good deal
in hand and should have bid the seventh
on values when his partner jumped to
Six. There may be some merit in
the argument, but against that it can be
said that East could be full value for
his jump to 6NT without having three
Aces. East would surely still bid Six
if his spades were Kx rather than Ax; he
would certainly not need three Aces if
his diamond suit were AQJI0xxx, and
it might still be natural for him to play
in no-trumps in order to protect partner
against the opening lead.

For London, Rodrigue and Schapiro
fared no better.

WisT Easr

Schapiro Rodrigue
INT 30
IQ 40
50 ONT
No

Schapiro maintained that he displayed
interest when he bid Three Hearts—that
with a minimum hand he would bid
3NT. Rodrigue took the view that to
bid a major suit over Three Diamonds
was no sign of extra strength, and that
to all intents he had raised INT to Six,
having shown a good diamond suit on
the way. His partner had the extra
values to do the rest.

Who was right? You pay your
money and you take your pick. Cer-
tainly it is remarkable that such good
players should miss such an icy grand.

Konstam and J. Tarlo were the first
to show the courage of their con-
victions.

WEST EAsT

Konstam Tarlo

INT 30

3NT 4NT (B'wood)
6NT INT

By their methods 4NT is conventional
when a suit has been bid. Konstam,
with extra values for his INT, was not
prepared to have his partner pass a
Five Diamond response and so bid 6NT.
Tarlo quite properly decided that he had
a good deal in hand, and that was worth
13 i.m.p. to London, and a win where
it mattered most.

Surrey  produced an  unexpected
challenge when they came to the final
four boards against London only 7
i.m.ps. behind and with a chance of
winning on a split tie, but London made
no mistake and finished the weekend
with  maximum  points.  They were
represented by J. Tarlo, Mrs. R. Markus,
Mrs. F. Gordon, L. Tarlo, K. Konstam,
B. Schapiro, N. Gardener, M. Wolach,
R. Crown, A. Hiron, G. Mathieson, S.
Lee, C. Rodrigue.

South-West Region

1st Somerset (9 v.p.s); 2nd Bucks. and

Berks., and Devon (both 6 v.p.y).
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Somerset, in fine fettle after their
Tollemache and Gold Cup successes
in the past two years, won convmcmgly.
Devon put up a fine challenge and did
well to tic with Bucks. and Berks.,
who had come near to winning llast
year's final. This is one hand which
helped Somerset on their way at a
critical stage. West dealt with North-
South vulnerable.

NORTH

#AQJT74

VQs

063

9743
Wisr EAsT
$862 #1053
©J104 VA98762
0Ql0s52 OK74
$#KQS &2

Soutn

K9

VK3

OAJIYS

S#AJI086

Three Hearts was a popular opening
bid for Fast and North  ultimately
became the declarer in Four Spades.
East led &2, clearly a singleton, of
course the contract should not make,
but the number of mistakes one's
opponents make s proportionate to the
number of mistakes one gives them the
opportunity 1o make,

Most declarers won the first ¢lub
and thereafier could not reasonably
expect the necessary amount of  Je-
fensive Co-operation.  Even if West
failed 10 switeh 0 a diamond when he
won the first club, East did S0 when he
lf\-\k the heart, Only Gritliths, for
Somerset, gave the defence the
Opportunity 1o B0 wrong,
rewarded when they took i, He played
)0 the firg trick: West won and
Teturned Q. Eag won and, with no

best
and  was

sure guide to the club position, feared
to open diamonds lest the declarer
should hold Qxx. He played a second
heart and that was all the help the
declarer needed.

Without opposition bidding Mrs.
Thomas.played 3NT against the opening
lead of {2. The first idea might be to
lay down éeA and hope either to drop an
honour or to find the clubs 2-2. Mrs.
Thomas appreciated the danger of
East holding a singleton club and s.hc
played to deny him an early opportunity
to signal in hearts. She crossed to #Q
and finessed clubs. West won and
quite wrongly played {Q—but then,
opponents often do make absurd
mistakes, provided they are given the
opportunity to do so. The Somerset
players were G. C. Griffiths, P. Richard-
son, Mr. and Mrs. S. W. Thomas,
Mr. and Mrs. R. E. Phillips, A. T. R.
Jones, and J. Spiclman.

Midlands region .
Warwickshire, regular finalists, quali-
fied once more, though hard pressed
by Staffordshire. The winners were
represented by  Cook, Whitchouse,
Porter, Chapman, Valley, M‘"”““'
Levey, Twine, Plummer, Wilkinson,
White, Baldwin., 1 couple with my
congratulations an apology for the
absence of initials. .
The  newest county ;1ssoci.m‘0n-
Northants., appeared for the fint l-lm‘f‘
and exceeded their own evpectations
when they scored a win against the
much more experienced Leéicester team.
Two or three years will sce them
setting their sights a good deal higher.
Northern region
This developed into the usual Ldi"
cashire-Yorkshire tussle, with the early
signs all in  Lancashire's favour.
Yorkshire were making much heavier
weather of their matches against the



“Priday's weekly column, by the way,
does moretopror‘hoteduplicatebridge
than most of the other columns to-
gether. What a pity that other scribes
do not pound their typewriters to
that purpose, rather than the deni-
gration of enemies and the elevation
of friends."

British Bridge World, October 1963

R. A. PRIDAY'S

column appears
every week in the

SUNDAY
TELEGRAPH
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remaining teams and in the first session
lost points to Lancashire when ol.ﬂy
one pair out of four bid a slam which
all should have reached.

Wist East
#AQ764 #K1083
WK716 QAS
O3 0Q964
SKQIO3 SAJS

At three of four tables East opened a
non-vulnerable INT and the auction
was:

WisT EAsT

INT
kL 3 ié
No

Although the values are minimal for
slam purposes, the hand is tailor-made
for Acol bidders, as follows:

Wisr East
INT

e i

40 4Q

At this point East has shown a more-
than-minimum INT, has agreed spades
and has shown &A and QA. West
can go right there: partner's spade fit is
probably the King, and West's own
club suit promises 1o dispose of any
third-round heart loser. The only pair

1o reach the slam did so by a less con-
vincing route:

Wist East
Brock Higvon
INT
28 2¢
ANT (Roman) SNT
(\’ No

The response of Two Clubs seems
l-judged, since there might be slam
Prospects even though partner held no
mote than three spades: and equally,
partner might hold a minimum h.u;d
with two Aces and @10\, when the
slam would be a good deal less attractiv .

Al that can be said in West's favour iy

3

that SNT showed specifically dpA and
QA. (Five Hearts would show tyvo
Aces of the same colour and Five
Spades two Aces of the same rank)
and those were the two most valuable
Aces.

In the final session Yorkshire re-
covered to hold Lancashire to a draw,
but on the way they had been held to a
draw themselves by Lincolnshire. Lan-
cashire took the title more convincingly
than the final difference of one v.p.
might suggest. They were represented
by F. Farrington, J. Miezis, R. S. Brock,
R. T. Higson, E. L. Figgis, Mrs. G.
Higginson, C. Q. Henriques, L. P.
Robinson, B. Goldenfeld, J. Robson.

The Ladies’ Trials

The team which had such an ou}-
standing success in Baden-Baden \\'l'“
have the opportunity to add the Olympic
title to the European one which it won
so handsomely. In Junc of last year
Mrs. Fleming, Mrs. Moss, Mrs. Juan
and Miss Shanahan were the selectors’
choice for adding to Mrs. Gordon and
Mrs. Markus after a trial in \\hich.lhc
bridge was generally disappointing:
two months later they produced a game
of a quite different calibre when 1t
mattered most.  This year the pattern
has so far been reproduced in the finst
part and we can but hope that it will
continue to follow a parallel counse.

SiX pairs took part in the fint stage
of the trial, competing for the right to
challenge the Baden-Baden team (less
Mrs. Markus and Mrs. Gordon, whe
were presselected).  Mrs. Forbes and
Mrs. Rve, Mrs. Williams and .\ll'\
Corwen qualified with something 10
hand. If they had the edge in luck
they deserved it for they were clearh
the most convincing partnerships. M-
Williams and Mrs. Corwen carried
their form over to the S-match play-off

8



against the Baden-Baden team, but Mrs.
Forbes and Mrs. Rye seemed no longer
in tune. These were two problems
presented in the first match:
#AJ5 QKQ7 OAKQ Q986
You are fourth to speak with neither
side vulnerable. Left-hand bids Three
Spades and your partner overcalls Four
Hearts. Suppose you follow the example
of the ladies, both of whom bid 4NT,
Blackwood and Culbertson respectively,
and in each case heard the response of
Six Hearts—what next?

And a play problem. With no adverse
bidding you, West, are the declarer in
Six Clubs:

WEST EAsT
S#AQJI0E A3
PAK3 QI762
O K OAJI073
S AKJI9 Q53

The opening lead is Q10. How do
you plan the play? Answers page 42.

The Baden-Baden team won the first
match 91-46 (820 v.p.s). But for weak
play on one hand the challengers would
have been 34 i.m.p. better off, but more
of that anon.

The Baden-Baden team won the
second match 8-0 in spitc of one
disaster. West dealt at game all.

NORTH

@75

QKQJI09863

o6

& K9
West EAsT
#QJ64 éA
VAS Q17
OK73 OAJIOS2
$#AIG6S $Q108742

SourtH

#K109832

V42

O0QYs4

&3

39

West opened One Club and North
bid Four Hearts. Mrs. Williams and
Mrs. Moss both bid 4NT with the East
hand. Mrs. Corwen showed her two
Aces and played in Six Clubs which she
made by guessing the diamonds, though
a partial elimination might have been
more stylish.

At the other table Mrs. Fleming
decided that 4NT was natural and
passed; this went four down. The
general practice is certainly to regard
the bid as conventional in such a
sequence, for a conventional 4NT is
not an unlikely bid after a high pre-
empt, while the frequency of hands
on which one would want to bid a
natural 4NT must be low.

The challengers made the best of
another excellent slam:

WEST EasT
S AG2 —
QKIO9S QAQISH
OKJI03 OAQT765
$32 SdK76
Wist East
Mrs. Forbes Mrs. Rye
No 1Q
3Q 40
44 50
5Q 6Q

When West cue-bid A there was a
clear inference that she also held OK
and East was full value for the slam.
At the other table Mrs. Moss opencd
One Heart and Mrs. Fleming took an
even rosier view of the West hand
when she responded Three Diamonds.
This force by a passed partner shows, in
the modern idiom, a riise to Four
Hearts which is not deficient of high
cards. East jumped to Four Hearts
but this left West with no possible
further bid. East need have done no
more than raise to Four Dizmonds:
after the inevitable Four Hearts, a cue-



bid of Four Spades would then be
marked and if this produced Five
Clubs from West the prospects of Seven
Diamonds would be bright, but in any
event Six Hearts would always be a
fair venture.

The fact that the Baden-Baden team
could afford these two heavy reverses
and still win 8-0 is sufficient commen-
tary on the match. It should in fairness
to the challengers be stated that Mrs.
Rye had been struggling with a cold
of such severity as to make her an
obvious candidate for the sick bed to
which she retired the following day.
Her place was taken by Mrs, Durran,
who played with status,

In the third match the challengers
were well on top and took all cight v.p.
Slams and possible slams abounded
and posed problems which all too often
were unsatisfactorily  answered. As,

for example, on these difficult holdings:
< Wisr

East
#AKQS 43873
QOKS3 QAIST
OAKQY3 02
&Q SAYVYT6)
Wist East
Mrs. Corwen Mrs. Williams
2 kL J
30 IQ
le i
ANT 5Q
SNT Gdo
ONT No
Wisy Easr
;\ll\. Moy Mry, Fleming
2 RE 3
0 ki
:Q) INT
\ 63
N\\ \
Six Hearts s the b
) etter of the
contraets, although i |\mducch o‘r\:l:‘

ten tricks, one fewer than ONT. Prob.

40

ably few pairs would come out with a
plus score, for it is difficult for East
to hold back after a Two Club opening—
not a perfect bid on the West hand,
but the best available. The obvious
disadvantage of Two Diamonds followed
by Three Spades is that it limits res-
ponder’s opportunity to introduce a
heart suit.

Having opened Two Clubs, however,
West should hold back and it might be
a good idea to suggest limitations by
bidding 3NT on the second round.
East would go on with Four Hearts
and West, with nine cards in his partner’s
two weak suits, would back-pedal with
4NT.

The challengers continued to have the
best of things in the fourth match, which
they finally won 6-2, and almost 7-1.
The Baden-Baden team were un-
fortunate  when Mrs, Fleming went
boldly, and not unreasonably, for a
grand slam:

Wist East
#K973 @ AI102
VAK QY
0Q9Y63 OAKI054
dAQS dKJI

Wisr East

Mrs. Mosy Mrs, Fleming

10 kL 3

1 4NT

5Q SNT

6Q 70

No

East had 1o force, and the only safe
force was in clubs, West was right 1o
show immediate club support but there-
after she seemed marked with at least
cight cards in the minors. Since #AK
and . QAK  were accounted for by
Blackwood, the odds were substantially
against a losing spade; while if #Q
Wwere missing, no worse than a finesse
Wwould be involved. In fact the contract



was hopeless, although there was no
unreasonable bid in the "auction. At
the other table Mrs. Corwen preferred
to open One Spade and the contract
was steered to 6NT.

The challengers, who generally had
the best of the bidding, almost had a
double game swing on this late board:

NORTH

& AI0

QAK8752

0Q95

$J8
WEST EAsT
$#J98743 dKQ52
L Q1043
OKJ3 076
$AI1097 SdKQ53

SouTH

®6

Y QJII6

OAI10842

642

West passed at love all and North-
South began 10-3Q. At this point Mrs.
Williams came in with Three Spades
and eventually played in a comfortable
game contract. Mrs. Juan showed less
initiative and North bought the contract
in Four Hearts.

Miss Shanahan, East, found the best
opening, a small trump, and the de-
clarer went one down when she played
her for a diamond honour. A better
effort might have been to win the trump
on the table and immediately lead a
small club. Unless West ducks two
club leads from the dummy (and that
would be a brave defence) the declarer
can bring off a successful end-play. If
West wins cither club lead the defence
will be unable to play trumps three
times; declarer then eliminates the
spades, ruffs the third club in hand
and leads ©OQ, still retaining trumps in
both hands.

And so to the fifth and final match
with a good deal more at stake than had
scemed possible after onc day. The
Baden-Baden team led by 18-14 v.p. and
required 3 more v.p. to carn sclection.
At half-time they were 5 im.p. behind,
and the challengers nceded a further
ten. The strain proved too much and
they lost a little of the form which they
had maintained so well for two and a
half matches. Two expensive crrors
cost 24 im.p. and their opponents,
who kept their heads well, took the
match §-3. (Continued on next page.)

RESULT OF DECEMBER COMPETITION
This was quite a high scoring month, as several problems presented a very limited
choice of bids and all feasible alternatives were well rewarded. .
Problem 7 (b) snared a surprisingly large number of solvers who decided that
they ought to make another cffort in spite of having already reversed—a course

of action that found little support from the panel.

Winner: H. Davipson, 43 Highfield Road, Pontefract
Second: H. S. Rosinsox, 116 Bents Road, Sheflield 11.
Third: J. E. Gorbox, Tunstall, Heswall Hills, Wirral, Cheshire.

Max. 100
93
9
89

Other leading scores: C. C. Hrarp, 88; Mrs. T. Sivoxs, J. E. Tavior, A. A.
Pescort-Day, 87; C. LuGHTON, 86; S. Lauwri, 85; G. K. Russttt, R. Pragrson,
84: G. HoNORAT (France), J. Hmurrr, 83: Dr. D. Garvra (France), M. BrirT,
G. G. Fowuir, H. JonunsoN, N. ALMGREN (Sweden), L. O. GORDIJUALA (Spain),
J. W. Farsrotuir, 82; 1. G. Swith, 81; B. HINTON, J. L. LaTivig, E. W. KIRK,

K. L. G. Maxntty, J. K. Patts, 80.

Further good scores in the November competition were: N. ALMGREN (Sweden),

80: J. Masn, 73.



And so back to the two opening
questions:

#AJ5 OKQT OAKQ Q986

You were fourth to speak with neither
side vulnerable. The dealer bid Three
Spades and your partner overcalled with
Four Hearts. You bid 4NT and your
partner bid Six Hcarts.

On what hand could partner be afraid
to make a normal Blackwood response?
No problem with only onc Ace, because
when partner corrects to Five Hearts she
will still have the last word. With two
Aces? It is just possible that the Four
Heart bidder might have a spade void as
an extra value and fear Five Hearts being
passed. But she could scarcely show
such confidence lacking KQ of her own
suit unless there were some compensating
value, and the club is the only possible
one. In fact she held:

& - DAJI09854 O1063 &HAKIO
and Six Hearts was passed at both
tables,

Harold Franklin appears 1o assume
that the ladies were not playing official
responses to cither the Blachwood ANT
(Six Hearts would show two Aces and a
void) or the Culbertson ANT (Six Hearty
would show ) .4), Ed.

The play problem:

Norin

@® 54

Q1098

HOQY6S
‘ $107062
Wist | BEXN |
ti::gj‘ms 43
~:\‘K : Q\' J\'IJ():
. i CAJI1073
& AKJY Q51

Sovin

#Kv7162

VQsy

QK42

L X

What now?
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In Six Clubs Mrs. Corwen won the
heart lead and played #A and #Q.
South returned a club and Mrs. Corwen
won in hand, released OK, and crossed
1o the dummy with &Q. She discarded
a heart on QA and then drew trumps,
relying on a spade break. When that
failed she was onc down.

She might have made by leading a _
third round of spades and ruffing low
when North failed to follow, but that
would have proved awkward if North
did follow since it would be dangerous
to ruff high. A better effort would be
to lead #Q at trick 2, rather than the
Ace.  Assuming this werc taken by
cither defender, declarer would be able
to lcad 48 when she recaptured the
lead and ruff low. This would have
guarded against a 5-2 break in spades.

At the other table South led a club
against 6NT. Declarer won in dummy
and played @A and Q. South won
and returned a club and the declarer
won in dummy and continued with two
good spades.  North had a blind spot
and discarded the 8 and 9 of hearts; this
did not escape the declarer’s notice and
QQ was successfully finessed to give
her the contract,  The challengers thus
lost a slam bonus where they ought to
have gained one, a turnover of 34 i.m.p.
on one board, exceptional even with the
new scale,

Young Players' Pain

This  was  held  simultancously  at
Northern,  Midlands  and  Southern
venues and was won by N, E. Southern
and B, C. Wilcox (North), Second were
M. Peniston-Bird and 1. G. Smith
(South), and third J. Buck and G.
McConkey  (North),  Best  Midlands
score was by DL E. D, Goggin and A
Graham, who shared fourth place with
R. Ewen and M. Wlodarezyk (South).



The most recent promotee to National
Master rank, Mrs. H. Rye, brings the
number in the *‘top flight” to ecxactly
100, all of whom are cligible to play in
the Masters’ Individual and the Masters’
Pairs. Acceptances for the Individual,
played for the first time in the North,
numbered twenty-five, with a pre-
ponderance, naturally, of Northern
players; twelve from Yorkshire, four
from the North-West, three from Mid-
land Counties, and four from the
London area, with Mr. and Mrs. S. W.
Thomas carrying the banner for the
South-West, Result: 1st E. Jamicson
(Staffs.), 2nd S. Fielding (Yorks.), 3rd
I. Manning (Yorks.).

Ninety-nine invitations to compete
in the Masters” Pairs are being sent,
(“Plum” Meredith can have his if some-
one will give me his present address).
In view of the size of the field, a quali-
fying round is to be played on February
15th-16th, from which the leading pairs
will go forward to a final to be played
at a Northern venue four weeks later.
L

. L]

The entry for the “Restricted Pairs™
(Masters only), to be played at Droit-
wich over the same weekend as the
first stage of the Masters’ Pairs, exceeds
sixty pairs, compared with 48 last scason,
Among the competitors is the sole
holder of the rank of “Six Star Master,”
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MASTER POINT
NEWS

Fred Bingham, master-points sccretary of
the English Bridge Union, reports on the
latest rankings.

G. C. H. Fox. With a current score of

more than 350 m.p., he neceds but a few

National Points to take him in onc move

to the top of the National Masters list.
* * *

Pending the circulation of a formal
amendment to the Handbook, may 1
remind all Clubs that the weekly
“ration’ of Points cvents is now two
per week.,  Paragraph 4 of chapter 6
should be amended accordingly.

* * *

4.944 E.B.U. members have, to date,
registered their master points.  In addi-
tion to those in the top two ranks, listed
below, there are now approximately 650
players with the rank of Master. Lead-
ing scores:

Life Masters: R. Sharples (863);
J. Sharples (865); M. Harrison-Gray
(790); Mrs. P. Gordon (655); A. Rose
(617); J. Nunes (600); B. Schapiro (595);
Dr. M. Rockfelt (568); Mrs. R. Markus
(549); E. J. Spurway (497); R. A. Priday
(491); M. J. Flint (485); M. Wolach
(465); A. Finlay (461); Mrs. M. Oldroyd
(459); Mrs. A. L. Fleming (357); P. F.
Swinnerton-Dyer (451); S. Booker (345);
I. Manning (436); J. D. R. Collings
“#3D): A. G. Dormer (423); F. North
(422); P. F. Spurway (422): J. Hochwald
(420); J. T. Reese (318); Miss D.
Shanahan (415); C. Rodrigue (413):

(continued on page 26)



E.B.U. NEWS

Geoffrey Fell, Hon. Tournament Secretary of the
English Bridge Union, gives monthly bulletins on the
national tournaments.

I'd like to express the E.B.U.’s best wishes for 1964 to all compclilors,,and m})l'
wife Peggy joins me in thanking all who sent us Chrislmz'ls Cards. We mus:‘
appreciate them, but regret that replying to so many, individually, became quite
impossible,

The Compctitions have not progressed very far except that the Gold Cup Round 1
is now completed. -

Dr. W. Shirer (London) beat J. D. Solomon (London) by 60; Mrs. P. Forbes
(London) beat Mrs. P. Juan (London) by 38: J. E. Taylor (Herts.) beat C. Lester
(Middlesex) by 6; J. T. Reese (London) beat G. Delbeke (Surrey) by 102; Mrs. R.
Markus (London) beat J. O, Parkinson (Middlesex) by 34; R. Crown (Middlesex)
beat A, J. Walkden (Kent) by 6; M. A. Sutherland (London) beat E. Schin (London)
by 20; L. Bradford (Middlesex) beat S. G. Chevrett (Middlesex) by 4; Dr. J. C.
Macfarlane (Derbys.) beat S, Meggitt (Lincs.) by 18; D. A. Ray (N.E.B.A.) beat
E . Pudsey (Yorks.) by 25: W. A. Cleverly (Glos.) beat I. R. Manning (Northants.)
by 57; W. H. Gibson (N.W.C.B.A)) beat W. E. D. Hall (Warwicks.) by 17; E. J.
Armstrong (Warwicks.) beat B, Hinton (N.W.C.B.A.) by 11.
CROCKFORDS cup (ROUND 11)
C. Hille (Surrey) beat Mrs, J. Harper (Surrey) by 7; A. S. Monckton (Statls.)
Ixj;\l G. P. Hinst (Yorks.) by 24. 134 Crockford's Cup Captains still owe me letters
with their views on this year's method of running.
HUBERT PHILLIPS BOWL
- produced unexpected results and continues to do so.
Two Giant Killers of the 1st Round, Mrs, M. Stern and C. Hille, have failed o
sunive the 2nd Round but A, H. Dalton again had a good win by beating G. C. H.
Fox, ) Other good results were: PG, Mason's (Malton, \’orLs_)'\\in over the more
experienced team of Miy, H, Myers (Leeds, Yorks.) and R. Churney (N.W.C.B.A))
over MR, Porter (Warnwicks)), The full results:— ’

L 4 HUBERT PHILLIPS BOWL—ROUND 1

G- GOl Fox (London) beat Mis. M. Hinsch (Middlesex) by 2,750; A. H. Dalton
urre ) beat Mis. 3. Dutran (Herts,) by 350 Mrs. R. Markus (London) beat Mrs.
<;0|.~l\l\1.\\ (\:3\‘;“\.’\\“) bY 690; My, A, Fdwards (Surrey ) beat J. E. Taylor (Herts.) t‘:‘
‘\‘”X'_ l = IRun l“s‘fk.\- & Bucks)) beat J. A, Nelsey (Sussen) by 2,120; Dr. W.
A. Can o (et L. E. Handley (London) by 2.200: Miss V. Bass (London) beat
ROl (Middlesen) by L8100 M. M. Stern (Herts)) beat M. P, Forbes

11
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This event has always



(London) by 90; Mrs. P. M. Williams (London) beat L. D. Lc\y (Middlesex) by 380;
E. Schon (London) beat N. L. J. Davies (Surrey) by 270; P. Landy (Sussex) beat
E. Wardman (Berks. & Bucks.) by 880; C. G. Ainger (Surrey) beat C. R. Fox
(Middlesex) by 3,040; W. Kember (Kent) beat Mrs. Rutherford (Middlesex) by
1,060; Mrs. M. Whitaker (London) beat Mrs. A. L. Della Porta (London) by 1,710;

J. Albuquerque (Sussex) beat E. S. Staveley (Oxon.) by 2,540; A. M. Hiron (London)
beat J. O. Parkinson (Middlesex) by 1,800; C. Hille (Surrey) beat Miss D. Shanahan
(Middlesex) by 1,560; Mrs. V. Cooper (Middlesex) beat J. D. Solomon (London)
by 2,150; G. C. Wakefield (Yorks.) beat Mrs. 1. Golding (N.E.B.A.) by 260; W.
Grimble (Lincs.) beat J. Newton (Yorks.) by 580; G. P. Hirst (Yorks.) beat N. M.
Wiles (Lincs.) by 1,380; M. Allen (Lincs.) beat Dr. V. P. McDonagh (Yorks.) by
1,630; K. Sharples (Lincs.) beat M. MacLeod (Yorks.) by 130; P. G. Mason (Yorks.)
beat W. H. Parker (Lincs.) by 1,530; Mrs. H. Myers (Yorks.) beat H. Sargent (Lincs.)
by 2,240; Mrs. R. Oldroyd (Yorks.) beat S. Meggitt (Lincs.) by 4,630; Dr. J. B. Ful-
ton (Yorks.) beat M. H. Stephenson (Lincs.) by 250; G. Fell (Yorks.) beat E. Burston
(Derbys.) by 1,580; Miss O. Ramus (N.W.C.B.A.) beat H. P. Dash (Staffs.) by 4,030;
W. E. D. Hall (Warwicks.) beat E. G. Dutton (N.W.C.B.A.) by 1,470; Dr. J. C.
Macfarlane (Derbys.) beat K. Blundell (Yorks.) by 4,030; Mrs. M. G. Jessop (Glos.)
beat F. C. Keyte (Devon) by 770; E. Foster (Warwicks.) beat J. C. Oxland (Somerset)
by 1,180; S. W. Thomas (Somerset) beat E. F. Briscoc (Warwicks.) by 1,870; A. T.
M. Jones (Somerset) beat R. Vincent (Worcs.) by 1,100; Mrs. J. M. Davies (War-
wicks.) beat Mrs. R. T. Higson (N.W.C.B.A.) by 1,380; Mrs. E. L. Figgis (N.W.C.

B.A.) beat A. S. Monckton (Staffs.) by 1,080.

HUBERT PHILLIPS BOWL—ROUND 11

D. Baskin (Essex) beat E. F. Simpkin (Norfolk) by 570; Hon. Pamela Walpole
(Norfolk) beat Miss M. Eve (Essex) by 370; J. R. L. Thompson (Notts.) beat P. A.
Broke (Norfolk) by 830; A. H. Dalton (Surrey) beat G. C. H. Fox (London) by
1,410; Mrs. R. Markus (London) beat Mrs. M. Edwards (Surrey) by 360; W. W,
Brown (Berks. & Bucks.) beat Dr. W. Spirer (London) by 1,670; Miss V. Bass
(London) beat Mrs. M. Stern (Herts.) by 620; P. Landy (Sussex) beat C. G. Ainger
(Surrey) by 40; Mrs. M. Whitaker (London) beat W. Kember (Kent) by 1,5C0; J.
Albuquerque (Sussex) beat A. M. Hiron (London) by 2,800; Mrs. V. Cooper
(Middlesex) beat C. Hille (Surrey) by 700; Mrs. J. Gatti (London) beat Mrs. A,
Easey (London) by 500; Mrs. K. Garficld (London) beat Mrs. E. Summers (Sussex)
by 150; Mrs. R, Preston (London) beat K. C. Smith (Surrey) by 100; Dr. G. I. Cohen
(N.E.B.A.) beat Mrs. R. Campfield (Yorks.) by 110; L. Morrell (Yorks.) beat D. A.
Ray (N.E.B.A.) by 1,620; M. Bergson (N.E.B.A.) beat Mrs. Kent (Yorks.) by 2,190;
E. H. Pudsey (Yorks.) beat G. C. Wakefield (Yorks.) by 2,210; G. P. Hirst (Yorks.)
beat W. Grimble (Lincs.) by 3,700; K. Sharples (Lincs.) beat M. Allen (Lingcs.) by
1,120; P. G. Mason (Yorks.) beat Mrs. H. Myers (Yorks.) by 230; Mrs. R. Oldroyd
(Yorks.) beat Dr. J. B. Fulton (Yorks.) by 3,230; Miss O. Ramus (N.W.C.B.A))
beat G. Fell (Yorks.) by 950; Dr. J. C. Macfariane (Derbys.) beat WL E. D. Hall
(Warwicks.) by 800; Mrs. M. G. Jessop (Glos.) beat E. Foster (Warwicks.) by 250;
R. Churney (N.W.C.B.A.) beat M. A. Porter (Warwicks.) by 1,020; G. P. Littler
(N.W.C.B.A.) beat J. L. Alexander (Derbys.) by 1,660; G. G. Endicott (N.W.C.B.A.)
beat F. W, Edwards (Staffs.) by 4,480. 4 results awaited.
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December

4

voted.

The panel for the December com-
petition consisted of the following
seventeen experts: Mrs. R. Markus,
E. Crowhurst, R. Crown, A. Dormer,
G. C. H. Fox, F. North, J. Nunes, T.
Reese, D. Rimington, C. Rodrigue and
J. Sharples, all of London and the Home
Counties; C. E. Phillips of Cheshire;
P.  Swinnerton-Dyer  of Cambridge;
J. Besse of Rome; J. Vanden Borre of
Ghent; J. le Dentu of Paris; and H.
Filarski of Amsterdam.

Problem No. 1 (10 points)

Lm.p. scoring, North-South vulner-
able, the bidding has gone:

Soutn

Wisr Nori  Easr
16
No 14 299 24
L ]

South holds;

$753 QI087 O2 A1

What should South bid?

Amywer: Three Hearts,
Hearts, 9; Three Diamonds,
Clubs, §; Five Hearts, 4.

The pancl’s vore: 6 for Three Hearts;
6 for Four Hearts (Reese, Phillips,
Rimington, le¢ Denta and Rodri

2 for Three Diamonds (M. M
and Sharples);

10; Four
7; Three

|'-\\\,
gue);
arkus
2 for Three Clubs (Crow-
hurst and Vanden Borre): 1 for Five
Hearts (Swinnerton-Dyer),

I’y penerally agreed that South

N
worth & ruise 0 Four Hearts, Bt

ONE
HUNDRED UP

Conducted by ALAN HIRON

solutions: If you did not enter for the

December competition, try your hand at the problems
in the December issue before reading how the experts

tactical considerations have to be borne
in mind, and while the supporters of an
immediate game raise are pleased with
their virtue (“I'm a simple soul who

" bids what he's got''), the more crafty
operators scem to have the edge in
their arguments.

Nunes: “Three Hearts. Little doubt
that we can make game, but the vul-
nerability makes it likely that if I bid
Four the opponents will compete with
Four Spades. 1 feel that Three Hearts
will not be passed out and I will have a
good chance of being *forced’ into Four
Hearts. In fact, I would almost prefer
to try my luck in Five Hearts, rather
than defend against Four Spades.”

Bisse: “Three Hearts, The hand is
worth ten tricks but its competitive
value is uncertain. By bidding Three
Hearts only, South will hear what the
other players have to say."

Dorsir: “Three Hearts. In com-
petitive bidding I am by nature ingenu-
ous to the point of oafishness, but a
certain dissimulation is needed  here.

Partner will be on lead against a spade
sacrifice and even if he could give me
diamond ruffs he won't.  Any diamond
tinesses are right for opponents and the
hand cannot defend well for us.
“Therefore we munt corral the con-
tract in hearts and, though South is
obviowsly worth Four on values, creepy-
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X

crawly tactics may be best. I'm not
scared of being stranded in Three
Hearts with a vulnerable game on. 170
or 200 is better than 100 from Four
Spades doubled.”

Filarski reminds us that if North-
South fit well in hearts and clubs, then
so will East-West in spades and dia-
monds.

A few panelists were keen on the idea
of suggesting the diamond singleton in
the hopes of attracting a favourable
lead against a spade sacrifice.

SHARPLES: “Three Diamonds. Quan-
titatively, of course, the hand is worth
Four Hearts, but it would be premature
and short-sighted to bid it directly. A
diamond lead from partner, paving the
way for a subsequent ruff, may well turn
out to be key play.”

A less savoury suggestion was to bid
Three Clubs in order to let partner
appraise the North-South  prospects
the better if Fast-West got too active
in spades. But suppose this is passed
out?

There is the usual entrancing sug-
gestion from P.S.-D.

SwinnerTON-DYER:  “Five Hearts.
Normal expert theory is to underbid,
hoping thereby to be allowed to play in
Four Hearts. But 1 feel that this will
not work here; and anyway, other
policies demand at least a spokesman.
Bid in this fashion the hand will present
East-West with a very nasty problem;
and though I may not know what to
do 10 Four Spades, | shall certainly
double Five."

Problem No. 2 (20 points)
Match-point pairs, East-West vul-
nerable, the bidding has gone:

SoutH  WEesT NORTH EasT
19 No 28 No
4Q No 44 No

5 .

South holds:

d— QAKQI2 OKI953 SKS4

(a) Do you agree with South’s bid
of Four Hearts? If not, what alter-
native do you prefer?

(b) What should South bid now?

Answer to (a): Agree with Four
Hearts, 10; Prefer Three Diamonds, 5.

The panel’s vote: 13 agree with Four
Hearts; 4 prefer Three Diamonds
(Crown, Sharples, Swinnerton-Dyer and
Nuncs).

To jump to four in a major after
opening One is generally a sign that the
opener's hand has improved by a fit in
responder’s suit.  (Otherwise opener
would have been worth an Acol Two.)
That is a satisfactory message to convey
here and the choice of Four Hearts is
well supported.

Robricue: “Agree with Four Hearts.
Beautifully descriptive.”

Dorsmir: “*Agree with Four Hearts,
There ain’t no alternative.  Better to
emphasise the good hearts than bid
Three Diamonds.™

Brsst: “Agree with Four Hearts. A
good hand, revalued by the fit but short
of a Two-bid.”

NortH: “Agree with Four Hearts.
Perhaps a shade good, but it is not casy
to find a more descriptise bid without
exaggerating the values.™

Nevertheless, analternative lurked. ...

SHARPLES: “No, prefer Three Dia-
monds.  Too rich in controls for Four
Hearts, a bid which we would muake
if we had a singleton spade in place of
the fourth diamond.™



Answer to (b): 4NT (Blackwood), 10;
Five Clubs, 9; Six Hearts, 7; Six Clubs,
5 Five Diamonds, 5.

The panel's vote: 5 for 4NT; 7 for
Five Clubs (Dormer, Reese, Rimington,
Vanden Borre, le Dentu, Fox and
Nunes); 3 for Six Hearts (Mrs. Markus,
Crowhurst and Crown); 1 for Six Clubs
(Filarski); 1 for Five Diamonds (Shar-
ples).

The marking is accounted for by the
fact that the apparent majority vote
for Five Clubs is really the vote of the
slightly conservative minority, albeit a
substantial one.

Dormir: “Five Clubs.  Even in
Space-age Acol, Four Hearts does not
guarantee support for clubs in my neck
of the galaxy. So I am not afraid of
overstating the club holding.”

Fox: “Five Clubs. Although 1 was
shot down in flames by my partner for
this bid 1 shall stick to it. I do not
consider that Five Clubs can be passed
(although it was) and 1 want to leave
room for a cue bid of Five Diamonds.
In any case Six Hearts looks a likely
spot.”

Ritsi: “Five Clubs.  Suflicient, for
partner will not expect you to accept the
slaminvitation with two losing  dia-
monds. If he bids only Five Hearts
now you will have no more 1o say."

»I.c Dentu cogently argues that partner
\\.l" not be keen on playing in Five
Clubs in a pairs event, with possibly
exactly the same tricks available in
hearts.,

All sound points, but it is apparent
that partner might read a lot of ditferent
shades of meaning into this simple-
sounding bid; and as we have heard, an
c}]\'xl North passed it at the l.|‘l‘}c
For my money, the simple bread |
butter approach:

Bisa: “4NT.

and

North obviowsly has
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the Ace of spades. If he has another
Ace, then I want to be in Six.”

PuiLuips: “4NT. If partner shows
two Aces, I'll take a chance in 6NT.”

RoODRIGUE: “4NT. Roman Black-
wood. If not allowed, delete Roman.”

Not allowed.

SWINNERTON-DYER: *“4NT, Culbert-
son. If not allowed, substitute Black-
wood.”

Not allowed. Observant readers will
note that South lacks the qualifications
for a Culbertson 4NT bid, but P.S.-D.
(who is determined to have a really
solitary 1964) appends an ingenious
justification, showing that no response
from partner can embarrass him.

Incidentally, how many Blackwood
operators nowadays follow the original
convention to the letter? If either
partner has unambiguously cue-bid a
first-round control in a suit, then the
responder to Blackwood should not
count the Ace in this suit in replying.
Perhaps, in view of the increasingly
tenuous holdings on which cue-bids
are made these days, it is as well to have
an explicit agreement that all  Aces
should be shown.

Problem No. 3 (10 points)
Rubber bridge, game all, the bidding
has gone:

Soutn  Wisr Norin Easr
19 20 Dble  No
9

South holds:

#KJ74 QAQ6S2 O— SKQJ

What should South bid?

Amswer: Three Diamonds,
Bid, 9; Three Clubs, §; Two Spa

The panel’s vote: § for Three Dia-
monds; 7 for No Bid (Crown, Reese,
Phillips, Sharples, Filarski, Crowhunt
and Nunes); 1 for Three Clubs (Swin-
nerton-Dyer); 1 for Two Spades (North)-

10; No
K 18

oS,



Perhaps a question of style. Some
North players would double with quite
tenuous diamond holdings, relying on
partner to remove the double unless he
has a suitable hand. In this case the
penalty in Two Diamonds doubled
may not be very rewarding. Again,
North could well hold a four-card spade
suit which he shrank from bidding,
and an easy game might be available.
One thing that seems certain: if you
decide to remove the double, then Three

else.

Besse: “Three Diamonds. No ques-
tion, of course, of leaving the double in.
South has a strong and shapely opening
and should say so.”

RODRIGUE: “Three Diamonds. Part-
ner may well have doubled with values
outside diamonds. 1 might pass if 1
had a trump to lead through.”

VANDEN BoRrRE: “Three Diamonds.
I am sure to be a lone wolf here but 1
think the hand is too good for a mere
reverse with Two Spades.”

No lone wolf, but a member of a
howling pack. However, others had
equally strong views:

Crown: “No Bid. At rubber bridge
and equal vulnerability I have no
hesitation in passing.”

Reese: “No Bid. 'Normally I do not
like to pass with a void, but here there
is good compensation in the defensive
tricks outside, If partner has anything
like a double we could pick up 500.”

FiLArski: “No Bid. This is a very
respectable opening bid and 1 do not
like to go down in something instead
of scoring something between 200 and
800. If I remove the double, North,
holding five good diamonds over West's
six-card suit, will not be impressed by
my arguments. If they make it, well,
they score 180,

Diamonds seems preferable to anything
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Mrs. Markus balances elegantly on
the fence, observing that rubber bridge
is essentially a matter of psychology
and that partner’s doubling habits have
to be taken into account; but that
should her partner look like.a co-
operative doubler, then she would
remove briskly to the popular Three Dia-
monds

Problem No. 4 (10 points)
Lm.p. scoring, North-South vulner-
able, the bidding has gone: .

SoutH  WEsT NORTH EAasT

10 No
19 No 16 24
9

South holds:

#Q83 QYAI0753 Q76 dAL2

What should South bid?

Answer: Two Spades, 10; Double, 5.

The panel’s vote: 11 for Two Spades;
4 for Double (North, Crown, Rodrigue
and Vanden Borre).

South’s hand, with its bare 10}
points, has not the quality for 2NT.
Furthermore, if we must play in no-
trumps then it had best be played by
North, who might hold Queen and
another club. The panclists rightly
rejected this possibility and  declared
strongly in favour of Two Spades.

RiMINGTON: “Two Spades. Annoying
—1 would have bid the fourth suit as a
relay, but the cunning East has pre-
vented this.”

Le Dentu: “Two Spades. 1 am not
afraid of my spade support and am
not strong enough to try Three Clubs.
If partner passes, then I don’t think
there will be a better contract.™

Riise: “Two Spades.  Really, you
ask silly questions sometimes.  Where
will you go if partner has no more to
say ?

May | remind you that this is the



close season for shooting conductors?
And—oh, yes-—don't be too hard on
your Little Major team-mate, C—
R—-—-. Or, for that matter, on the
following:

VANDEN Borre: “Double. A very
good problem indeed: several bids have
equal merit but the double is out-
standing, covering all possibilities with
an expert partner, who should treat this
as a proposition.”

CrowN: “Double.  This is very
difficult indeed and 1 would rate Two
Spades as very close to my actual
choice.™

Good sound judges of problems,
both of them. But the unperceptive Two
Spade bidders sweep them aside by
sheer weight of numbers. As the editor
remarks:

Dormir: “Two Spades.  Not likely
to win the Bid of the Year prize, but
anything else is worse and one dast not
pass.”

Problem No. 5 (10 points)

Lm.p. scoring, love all, the bidding
has gone:

Soutn  Wisi Norin  East
INT

(12-14 points)
No No 20 No

South holds:
SAQIT3 WO G432 @A)
What should South bid?
Amwer: Two  Spades, 10;  Four
Hearts, 7; Three Heans, 6; 2NT, §;
Three Spades, 4; No Bid, 4.

The panel's vore: 6 for Two Spades;
4 for Four Hearts (Mrs. Markus,
Dormer, Besse and Rimington); 3 for
Three Hearts (Phillips,  Filarski and
Fon); 2 for 2NT (Crowhurst and Nunes);
I for Three Spades (Rodrigue): 1 for
No Bid (Crown),

S0

Competitors may remember recent
problems where partner has overcalled
a weak no-trump with Two of a major
and the course of action recommended
by the panel has been to raisc partner
to game on very little trump support.
Here the same possibility is open, but
the exploratory bid of Two Spades is
an alternative. This must be con-
structive and cannot be based upon a
long spade suit, for with this you would
have overcalled \NT yourself. In other
words, Two Spades must suggest heart
tolerance, but not sufficiently good
support for a direct raise.

SHARPLES: “Two Spades. If I were
playing a minor-suit overcall of a weak
no-trump as an informatory double, I
would certainly pass. But without any
conventional takeout available to part-
ner we should now try Two Spades.”

NORTH: “Two Spades.  In some ways
I would like to pass but the risk of doing
so is considerable. There are many
hands where Four Spades is an casy con-
tract, despite the fact that partner has
been unable to double. Even Four
Hearts is not out of the question.”

However, assorted heart raises were
mooted:

Pritues: “Three  Hearts. When
partner overcalls a no-trump opening,
it is rarely wise 1o fight him by men-
tioning some moderate suit."

RivinGron: “Four Hearts. To bid
Three would merely pass the buck.”

And a very good one 1o pass too, |
would say.

Dormir: “Four Hearts. Reminiscent
of November Problem 4, and probably
one of a chain of related problems in
which 1 shall always be vainly chasing
the avamt garde with lasr month's top
scoring answer.”

One
last idea, again sceming to miss the

Your forecast is accurate so far.



inferences conveyed by South’s first
round pass:

CROWHURST: “2NT. We are clearly
worth a bid of some sort, but Threc
Hearts seems way-out and Two Spades
would suggest better spades and a worse
hand. Over 2NT partner may introduce
a second suit, jump to Four Hearts or
even raise to 3NT.”

As we have seen, these possibilities
are also available to him if we choose
Two Spades.

Problem No. 6 (10 points)
Match-point pairs, love all, the bid-
ding has gone:
SoutH  WEST
INT

NORTH EAsT
Dble Rdble

9

(West’s INT shows 12-14 points).

South holds:

#52 Q43 97642 #8653

What should South bid?

Answer: Two Clubs, 10; Two Dia-
monds, 8.

The panel’s vote: 8 for Two Clubs;
9 for Two Diamonds (Mrs. Markus,
Dormer, North, Vanden Borre, Le
Dentu, Filarski, Rodrigue, Crowhurst
and Fox).

I have taken a liberty with the mark
scale here for I think that the minority
suggestion of Two Clubs is considerably

superior to Two Diamonds. And, at
last, a détente with P.S.-D.
SWINNERTON-DyER:  “Two  Clubs.

Planning to withdraw to Two Diamonds
if doubled; but 1 get some extra chances
this way, They may not double—
Stranger things have happened.”
Ritse: “Two Clubs. Testing the
weather. If Two Clubs is rapidly
doubled, retreat to Two Diamonds.
This is better than allowing partner
10 rescue himself into two of a major.”

51

SHARPLES: “Two Clubs. To pass in
this situation must show that we have
some contribution to the defence.
Otherwise partner is at the mercy of a
bluff redouble. Here it is only prudent
to make the cheapest bid available.”

This argument is extended by a sup-
porter of the other faction:

DorMmer: “Two Diamonds. If only
for ethical reasons, a pass must imply
readiness to defend INT redoubled.

“Some argue that since East must be
genuine in such a sequence, North-
South will never want to defend. There-
fore, they say, a pass by South shows a
weak balanced hand with no rescue
suit. Such an arrangement is dubious,
since if the opponents were given ad-
vance notice then they might well
attempt psychic redoubles, knowing
that even if one defender passed the
other would take out.”

You are right, some do argue like
that:

RoDRIGUE: “Two Diamonds. Not
that a pass would show a willingness to
defend; but this is an attempt to stop
partner choosing a major."

FiLArskl: “Two Diamonds.
hand was not a present from
Christmasman, [ hope.”

VANDEN Borre: “Two Diamonds.
Even the waiter will understand this
bid.”

CROWHURST :  “Two  Diamonds.
Curious problem, for what else can we
do? To bid Two Clubs first might
work well, but what if this is doubled 2™

You then retreat to Two Diamonds
and are no worse off than if you had
bid that immediately.  Even experts
sometimes fail to double with little in
trumps. The risk that West will double
Two Clubs and that North will remove
incontinently to Two of a major is a
very small one indeed.

This
the



Problem No. 7 (20 points) o
I.m.p. scoring, love all, the bidding
has gone:

South  Wist NOrRTH EAsT
10 No 14 No
2Q No 24 No

)

South holds:

#7 OKQ8 OKJ8643 AKS )

(a) Do you agree with South’s bid
of Two Hearts? If not, what alterna-
tive do you prefer?

(h) What should South bid now?

Answer to (a): Agree with Two Hearts,
10; Prefer INT, 7; Prefer Two Clubs, 6;
Prefer 2NT, 4; Prefer Three Diamonds,

The panel’s vote: 7 agree with Two
Hearts; 4 prefer INT (Phillips, Fox,
Rimington and Crowhurst); 3 prefer
Two Clubs (Besse, Reese and Nunes);
2 prefer ANT (Mrs. Markus and Dor-
men); | prefers Three Diamonds (Swin-
nerton-Dyer),

No rebid s completely satisfactory,
South holds 16 points and six-card
suit, but his diamonds are very broken
and there s singleton in partner’'s suit,
All five of (he pancel’s bids are very
worthy  of consideration and 1 will
content myself (and, | trust, competi-
tors) by quoting y few comments and

alloting marks pro rara.

If ity author had been anyone byt
Honest Joe Vanden Borre, | might haye
h

ad mi\yi\ings
the first remarh

Vanory Bokg :
Hears; more,

who foung this Masterpiege

His Beneluy neighbour jg less ardent :

about the

“Agree with Two
Flove it

Please el us

In \‘R\M: “Agree with Two Heans,
| donf Iike i, by what'y better?
Mayhe FROwil Suggest Twg l)i.un\\nd;
and may he that's noy o, Crazy. Certainly
there wij be votey for 'l'\\n- ('Iu‘o\: l‘l;l

sincerity of

o
o

if South decides to make an unnatural
bid it scems better to show his strength
with a reverse.”

NORTH: “Agree with Two Hearts.
Shows five diamonds and a good hanq.
The fact that we are a heart short is
the only defect.”

A defect which could be a sizeable
one if partner passed Two Hearts.

CROWHURST: “Prefer INT. Two
Hearts is too distorted and too dan-
gerous. If one must invent a second
suit, at least Two Clubs is below the
level of one’s true suit.”

PuiLLips: “Prefer INT. At lc;}sl by
making a limit bid we avoiq having to
face another awkward decision on the

und.”
nc’l‘llslﬁ-gaz “Prefer Two Clubs. If you
reckon that you are too strong for T\;:T
Diamonds, cither INT or T\vo’ Clu :
is preferable to Two Hearts. \OAU.J,.T;
barely worth a reverse on \':l]lft‘& Jl‘l"
there is insuflicient compcn.sal_l‘lon o
making the bid on a short suit. .

MRrs. MARKUS: “Prefer 2NT. Inspie
of the singleton spade.” .

Oooh! And only three monl_h\‘ (}:r
you leaped to a slam in your .\'u.xl Jxlf'
a4 2NT rebid from partner, with
confident assertion that under no “
cumstances could he hold a sinsl"h\.n; "

SWINNERTON-DyIR:  “Prefer 1h,
Diamonds. There is of coune lhw:;..»*“‘
tion of what you do after Ty\m"l
il partner raises them cnllu{xl.hlh;d-{\‘:
this does not look a convincing h‘h'. ©
a four-three fit.  Moreover the k‘-“,__
this hand is the diamond bolter \'\
Partner must be asked 1o value that 3¢
highly."

L;—ln'\m'r 10 (b): No Bud, 10:
Diamonds, 2; 2NT, 1. ) i 1 fos
The panel’s vote: 15 for No B’_“: a0
Three Diamonds (Le Dentu): 107 =
(Fox).

| RS




Little space is needed to deal with this
corollary. Having made the forward
bid of Two Hearts, South has absolutely
rothing in reserve and must pass Two
Spades. It may well prove true that
2NT would have proved a better con-
tract than Two Spades, but it is unlikely
that North would be able to stop there if
South finds another bid. Incidentally,
G. C. H. Fox remarked to me the other
day that he had not seen the fatal
**1 for 2NT (Fox),” for a long time.

Problem No. 8 (10 points)
Match-point pairs, North-South vul-
nerable, the bidding has gone:

SoutH  WEsT NorTH EAsT

1Q No 14
No kY 3 No 44
No No Dble No
No No

South holds:

#2 01086432 $J962 A2

What should South lead ?

Answer: Two of hearts, 10; Ace of
clubs, 5; Two of spades, 4.

The panel’s vote: 12 for the Two of
hearts; 3 for the Two of spades (Dormer,
Rimington and Vanden Borre); 2 for
the Ace of clubs (Reese and Swinnerton-
Dyer).

Unless the opponents are way ofl
beam, it does not seem that North can
have doubled on high-card strength.
Doubles of high-level contracts often
have a lead-directing quality about them,
s with the Lightner slam double. Here
the majority of the panel are convinced
that North is void in hearts. If this
is 50, then the lead of Q2 must suggest a
Feentry in clubs, and another heart ruft
can follow,

LE Dentu: “Two of hearts. Hoping
that partner will ruff and read my card
48 A suit-preference signal rather than
indicating that 1 have four cards in
hearts.*

n

k)

SHARPLES: “Two of hearts. This looks
too casy!""

NUNEs: “Two of hearts. Why ask?
Any other lead must be wrong.”

MRs. MARKUS: “Two 'of hearts,
Should partner ruff, this will work well.
Even if declarer is void in hearts this
attack may well pave the way to a
forcing game.”

But other views were held.

DorMER: “Two of spades.
defence will beat them.”

VANDEN BORRE: “Two of spades. |
am a purist! And other panelists are
too intelligent to give a different answer,
unless they misread the problem.™

Reese: “Ace of clubs. I was in
despised solitude when I recommended
such a lead before, but I still hold the
same simple-minded view: when partner
doubles and I have an unexpected Ace,
I am going to lead it and blame him if
they make the contract. Partner may
have doubled on high hearts, but leading
them is not going to help. (Singleton
QA is not a doubling value.)™

SWINNERTON-DYER: “Ace of clubs.
Even if partner has a heart void, it is not
certain that heart rutfs are the best
defence.  And 1 don't believe he has:
for he did not bid over One Heart on the
first round although he has a good
hand—for he has now doubled after a
confident auction. (I hope this fact is
too obvious to catch many of the panel,
but it is a nicely-designed trap for a
somnolent solver with a good dinner
inside him.)"

Typical P.S.D. tactics, you will
observe, to select a minority answer and
blandly observe, 1 hope this trap is too
simple . . .""; but unfortunately the lead
of Q2 is overwhelmingly supported.

(The Competition Result is at the foor
of page 41).

Quiet
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BRIDGE

ACADEMY

Conducted by G. C. H. FOX

The noted bridge teacher and columnist
continues his advice on tactics and scoring

in match-point pairs contests.

- The problem whether or not to
pt a penalty is more difficult
match-point pairs than in other
rms of duplicate.

- For example, suppose that in a
am event your side is vulnerable
d bids to Four Spades. The
n-vulnerable opponents bid Five
iamonds. You are in no doubt
whatever that they cannot make
e contract, but you don’t feel
at you are sure to defeat them
by four tricks (700). Unless you
are satisfied that you can make
Five Spades you should double
and ensure a plus score. If the
nalty does not quite measure up
1o what you had hoped for, it is
nfortunate but not disastrous.
Suppose they go three down and
You colleet 500: you lose 120
i.m.p.). On the other hand if you
bid Five Spades and go one down,
in the other room your other
Pair lose 500 in Five Diamonds
‘doubled, you lose 11 i.m.p.

- In match-point pairs the situa-
tion is rather different. Your

result is compared, not with one
pair but with several. Your
score needs to be as good as at
least half the other pairs to be
average. It can happen that it
may be no more disastrous to
go down yourself than to accept
an inadequate penalty. It is this
fact which prompts experienced
players to take great liberties at
the One level when not vulnerable.

In a recent pairs event North,
vulnerable, opened One Club and
East, not vulnerable overbid One
Spade. South doubled, holding:

SAKQI QQIT4 OJT62 &bl

The contract went three down,
500, but East-West scored a top
as every other North-South pair
bid and made 3NT, scoring at
east 600.

It might be tempting to double
at rubber bridge or even in teams,
but at match-point pairs it is far
too difficult to guarantee setting
the contract by the four tricks
which are needed to compensate
for the loss of a vulnerable game.



' BIDDING

‘When you have a good hand
and an opponent opens with a
pre-emptive bid, it is wise to be
cautious,  Many players think
that as soon as an opponent
advertises a weak hand and they
have 13 or 14 points, they can
make game or even a slam.  You
must remember that you or your
partner have to start bidding at
a high level and this is always
dangerous.  Even if you both
have good hands, due to the lack
of bidding space, it will be difficult
1o reach the right contract.

There are, however, many occa-
sions when you should enter the
bidding after a pre-emptive bid.
With a good suit of your own
there is no great problem,

SAQIxx (A Oxxx  ddx

This is just enough for Three

Spades over an enemy Three bid.
f:\(,) WKQI10xxx OAX doxx

.H an opponent opens Three
Clubs or Three Diamonds, this
hand is strong enough to  bid
Four Hearts,

o

WISE

. This month his subject is “barrage,” or pre-
emptive, bidding.

#QI0xxxx QAJxx OKx dbx

With a hand of this type it
can be dangerous to bid over
Three Clubs or Three Diamonds.
It is best to pass as your suit,
although long, is very weak.

The most difficult type is the
strong and fairly balanced hand.
If you hold:

#AIxx QKQxx Ox dpAQIX
and an opponent opens Three
Diamonds, it is obvious that you
should take some action, but as
you have no long suit you need
your partner’s co-operation 0
find the best contract. There are
many conventions which ask ym{r
partner to bid his best suit in this
position, and of these we shall
use the bid of Three No Trumps
as a “takeout.” It is the simplest
and most widely used of all thes¢
conventions. (If you like to 80
into these things more deeplys !
recommend that you consider 08¢
of the newest methods, which 15
being adopted by many of the
best players. This is: Double
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With a hand of this
can be dangerous to bid
Three Clubs or Three Diamt

It is best to pass as your
although long, is very weak. ]
The most difficult typ¢ is ;

strong and fairly
If you hold:

#AIxx VKQxx Ox
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There #

NT—Double. This means that

, ‘immediate double over Three

s or Three Diamonds, and
d of 3NT over Three Hearts

[ Spades, is for a takeout;

in the last position, sitting
ler the opener, a double is
ys for a takeout, irrespective
the suit that was opened.)

5 “Going back to our last example,
by our chosen method we shall

d 3NT over the opening bid of
reec Diamonds. This shows a

trong hand and asks partner to
bid his best suit.

J It is important
0 remember that with this type

of hand, containing no long suit,

ou need to be especially strong,

With a minimum of about 16

ints.

Responding to a takeout bid

- A takeout bid of 3NT is similar

) an informative double. There-
, when you respond you
hould, if possible, bid the full
mit of your hand, otherwise
our partner will never know
her you have a good hand
a4 poor one. Examples:
WEST  NORTH EAST
INT No ?
XX Oxx OQxxx dwJxxx
it's correct bid is Four
It is a poor hand, so
make a minimum response.
WeEsT  NortH  EAST
INT No ?
Ox QAKx dwQxxxxx

Respond Five Clubs. This time
you have a very good hand and
want to be in game.

SoutH WEST NORTH EAsT
3d 3NT No g

#QJxx QKxx OKxx dbxxx

Respond Four Spades. Al-
though you have a fair hand, you
do not visualise a slam. You do
not need to jump as your bid is
at the game level.

SoutH WEST NORTH EasT
3Q 3NT No ?

SAJI0xx Yxx OAJx $QI0x

Respond Five Spades. This is
an extremely good hand, opposite
partner’s strong bid, and a slam
is possible. Your bid should
convey to partner that you are
worried about heart control.

One important point which you
should always bear in mind.
When an opponent “*pre-empts,”
you should be on the alert for a
chance to pick up a penalty.
This is often more judicious than
bidding a doubtful game or slam.
If you play 3NT as a takeout bid,
a double will be for “business”
and should be used on such a
hand as the following:

#QJxx QAKx QAT S Kx

If righthand opens Three Dia-

monds or Three Spades, you
should double rather than bid
3INT. This sort of double is best
made when you have “un-
expected” trump tricks.
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BIDDING QUIZ
You are East and hold:
#Kxxx QKJxx Ox
1. SouTtH WEST NORTH
k) 4Q No
What do you bid ?
“ 3 SoutH WEST NORTH

No 10 3Q
What do you bid?

You are East and hold: .
#Axxx QKxxx ) - F
3. SoutH  WesT . m&m small card ang
No No 9 10m Sequences
What do you bid? ‘

You are East and hold:
#Jxxx QQxx
Soutn WEsT
3Q

kL
What do you bid?
S, SouTH WesT

39
No

e
What do you bid ?

6. Yo“mhﬂlndhold:
*KQ109 wyy
Sourn WisT

3
W\\lldoyoub;d'_p’ INT

You are East and holq:

®As OAxxx #Qxxx




i BIDD :
“ast and hold: A

®Kxxx QKixx O x

WEST NORTH
kL 4
7ou bid? X e
SoutH  Wesr NorTH
No 10 Q
you bid ?
last and hold:
PAxxx QKxxx Ox
SouTtH WEST NORTH
No No 30
ou bid?
ast and hold:
#Jxxx QQxx O xx
South  WEST NORTH
3% 3Q No
rou bid ;oum WesT NORTH
3 34
4 ‘ NO No
ou bid?
d
East and hol Ixx
r;qus' 0Jx Ol
WEST
PTS . CaNT
kI J
ou bld?

AxXX
st ;ni . {v :ﬂ ON“ -
» 0

SoutH .\t N

$QJxx
East
?

East

-2

i
|
|
-

If you have grasped the princi-
les behind leads from sequences
ovember Playing Wise), you
¥ill be able to apply them to
ations where your holding is
lot properly a sequence. Take
case when the declarer has
Qxx in one hand and 10xx in
he other. The defence’s problem
§ to try and isolate both honours
the same time. Sometimes it
annot be done, but you should
on the look-out for the
ccasions when it can. For

mple:

Dummy (NORTH)
10xx
You (EAsT)
KJ9x

You are on lead in the middle
4 From the bidding and
€ cards played, you judge that
clarer may have either Ace
' Queen but is unlikely to have
Oth. If he has the Ace he will
€ just his one certain trick
ver you do, but suppose he
X? Then, if you lead a

' PLAYING

b

WISE

. Dan Burgess improves your card play with
his specially designed problems.

This month he advises on the backward finesse.

small card and declarer plays low,
your partner must play his Ace to
beat dummy's 10. Now the
declarer must make a trick with
his Qx behind your KJ9.

Let’s look at our holding again.
We have a “broken” sequence but
special circumstances apply in
that the missing card, the 10, is in
dummy and the one immediately
beneath it, the 9 is in our hand.
This enables us to treat our holding
as if it were KJ10x, so we shall

lead the Jack, Now declarer
can gain no protection from

dummy’s 10 while, if he plays
the Queen, our partner will win
with the Ace and return a small
card through dummy’s 10 into
our K9 tenace. You will observe,
too, that the Jack can save a trick
if declarer has AQx, for if we lead
small, he can let it run to dummy’s
10 and then finesse against our
King.

The play of the Jack in this
situation is called a “backward”™
finesse and there are parallels to
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it right down the scale. For

example:
Dummy (NORTH)
9xx
You (EasT)
Q108x
Here the two cards we wish to
isolate are the 9 in dummy
and the Jack in declarer’s hand
ift he holds either AJx or KJx.
If we lead small and declarer
plays low from either of these
holdings, our partner must play
his King or Ace to beat dummy’s
9, and now our Queen is caught
under the AJ or KJ. But if we
treat our holding as Q109x and
make the normal sequential lead
of the 10 we avoid this. Declarer
an now get no help from

dummy’s 9 and can make only Ia e

trick.
In close contracts you oftes

get this sort of position occurring

among quite low cards, especially

when a suit has been led once or . shemont et 2d

twice and the top honours have 1 > ; Sroio B,,D;.,ETSL'LE,%‘M“ ‘;2

gone. When a player attempts a ety %59) P Stk L 2 a8 Sec,

backward finesse his partner must . Pk i

be on the alert to *“read” the

lead. A careless or superficial

player may take the lead of an

intermediate card for “top of

nothing.” If you are ever in

doubt yourself about the meaning

of your partner’s lead, don't SURREY

let your opponents rush you but § S e

take time off to think. Simple ¥ = R ton. P L Bem, s o . G. 3

logic should frequently get ye Lo n d

the right answer.

i I of EB ,
1 i

Jesse Terrace,
Sec.

Stakes 1~ and 6d. Partnership Sun.
6d., Mon. afternoon 6. Duplicate
3rd Thursday evenings 7.30, 2nd and
ernoons, teams 2nd and 4th Sat. even-

T4, Gaove Road Baioge Cria—
g2, 57 G
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ANSWERS TO BIDDING QuIZ

1. No Bid, 10 points. Although
your cards will he very useful to
partner, it js unlikely that you
will make a gl It is best 1o
settle for (he certain

looks maore attractive,
. No.Bid. 10 points. You have
&N opening big » the One level
You should poq force '
. your
Partner 1o hig g the Four Jeyel.
4. Four Hearrs, 10 Points. Your

may  provide eno

Partner to ke game, e

5. No Bid, 10 Points, This hand

will not be easy for declarer but
he is by no means certain 10 g0
down. You should not expest
defensive tricks from a par
who has pre-empted.

6. No Bid, 10 points.
partner’s 3NT is for a
your hand is unsuited to a t

U]arsd\

e
a{tners}]ip.‘our ¢

s Pan;
Suk;\s n‘C
Ctp




example: ol

Dummy (Norta)
9xx

¥

5 e (i
For ety W e
: trick

In close contacs y ¢
gt this sort of positon g
among quite low cards, e
when a suit has MH"
twice and the top honous &
gone. When a player atiengr
backward finesse his partners
be on the alert to “read’t
lead. A careless or suxrie
player may take the kad o'
intermediate card for "’
nothing.” If you are &
doubt yourself about the mes®
of your partner's lad &
let your f“'h o
take time off to think i
Jogic should frequently ¢!
the right answer.

You (Easrt)

Q108x
: Here the two cards we wish to
isolate are the 9 in dummy
and the Jack in declarer’s hand
if he holds either AJx or KJx.
If we lead small and declarer
dlays low from either of these
0ldings, our partner must play
iis King or Ace to beat dummy’s
), and now our Queen is caught
nder the AJ or KJ. But if we
reat our holding as QI09x and
Jake the normal sequential lead
f the 10 we avoid this. Declarer
wn now get no help from

ANSWERS TO BIDDING QuIZ
will not be easy for W

: : h
id, 10 points. Althoug : means
l'r lcv:rcﬁ’ will be very useful to g::,: byyl;: should not :
u . 4 .
rtner, it i unhkcllty isth;;sty‘:: defensive tricks from & F
ke a slam. who has pre-¢m
ol the certain game- 6. No Bid, 10 poin's
tle for You may v s for |

, 10 poinis. partner’s I ed 108

be able t attraCtive' v ot wd you
alty 100KS MO P you have - €OMCEEL g
. No B:d.b]d P e One leveh S
; i r
oP“‘msghould not ;Of“ l:l:'):l
T Pk e Fo
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Clubs

BERKSHIRE

READING BRrIDGE CrLus, 35 Jesse Terrace,
Iteadinii Tel. Reading 52136. Hon. Sec.
C. T. Holloway. Hours of play: 2 p.m. to
6 p.m. and 7 p.m. to 11 p.m. Duplicate alter-
nate Mondays. Cut-in (3d.): 2nd., 4th and 5th
Tuesday afternoons, every Tuesday evening and
every Thursday afternoon. Partnership (3d.)
1st. and 3rd. Tuesday afternoons, every Thurs-
day and Saturday evening. Partnership (6d.)
every Tuesday evening.
HANTS

BOURNEMOUTH, GROVE ROAD BRIDGE CLUR—
East CIiff Cottage, 57 Grove Road, Bourne-
mouth 24311. Hon. Sec., Mrs. Moss. Stakes
3d. Partnership, Thurs. and Sat. aft., Sun.
evening. Duplicate, I1st Wed., 3rd Fri.

SOUTHAMPTON, SUTHERLAND BRIDGE CLUB—
2 Rockstone Place. Tel.: 25291 or 73656. Hon.
Sec., Mrs. Cahalan. Stakes 2d. Partnership:
Tues, eve. and Wed. aft. Cut-in: Mon. and Fri.
aft., Thurs. and Sat. eve. Duplicate: 3rd Mon.
eve. (Sept. to May).

Wiessex CLub. Lindsay Manor, Lindsay Road,
Bournemouth. Westbourne 64034. Hchn. Sec.,
The Secretary. 6d. Partnership Mon. aft.,
Wed. evening. 2d. Partnership Tues. aft. and
Fri. aft. Duplicate Ist, 2nd and 4th Friday
evening each month and 3rd Thursday afternoon.

. cut-in every night except Partnership and
Duplicate days.” 2d. or 6d. cut-in every afternoon.
Visitors welcome.

HERTS

HoopispoN  BrInGe CLus — High  Street,
Hoddesdon. Hoddesdon 3813, Hon. Sec.,
W. Lamport. Stakes 3d. Partnership, alternate
Wed. afternoons. Duplicate, Tucs. evening.
ISLE OF WIGHT

SHANKLIN, CRAIGMORE BRIDGE CLUR—Howard
Road, Shanklin, LW. Shanklin 2940. Hon.
;(So;.‘, ‘A ?\1 l));mll)'y. Stakes 2d. Duplicate Mon.

. 1o May). Partnershi S,
KENT Y. p, Tue

Wist Kenr CLun—12 Boyne Park, Tunbridge
Wells, Kent. Tunbridge Wells 21513. Hon.
Sec., R. H. Corbett. Stakes 3d. and 6d. Partner-
ship, Mon. and Wed. 6d., Wed. and Fri. 3d.
Duplicate, 1st and 3rd Sat. (2.15).

Sibcur—Sidcup Bridge Club, Sidcup Golf
Club, Hurst Road, Sidcup. Hon. Sec., Mrs.
W. Davis, 24 Carlton Road, Sidcup. Telephone:
5’-’ l|_!l68. DSlaLcs 3d.  Partnerships Mon.,

L, Fri. uplicate Mon., Wed.
LANCS v

Livirroor—Liverpool Bridge Club, 22 Upper
Street, Liverpool. Tel.: Royal &130.
Toe tﬁ:. hrrirs. H. T, ll)lule“ood.“l'.mnersl_lips
. FrL. alternoon. uplicate Mon. evening.
LONDON i
Mavraik BrinGe STupio—110 Mount Street,
W1 Qnd floor). GRO 2844. Hon. Sec., Mrs.

Would you like particulars of your club (address, telephone,

H. Ponting. Stakes 1/- and 6d. Partnership Sun.
Wed. evenings 6d., Mon. afternoon 6d. Duplicate
pairs Ist and 3rd Thursday evenings 7.30, 2nd and
4th Sun. afternoons, teams 2nd and 4th Sat. even-
ings. Tuition by G. C. H. Fox.

Stubio  BRIDGE_ CLUB—18a Queens Way,
Bayswater, W.2. Tel.: Bay 5749. Hon. Sec.,
Mrs. H. Pearce. Stakes2/-, 1/-and 6d. Partaership
Mon. and Fri. evenings. Thursday evenings
Slam Night.

MIDDLESEX

HIGHGATE BRIDGE CLUB—80 Highgate West
Hill, N.6. MOU 3423. Hon. Sec., Mrs. Osborn.
Stakes 2d. Partnership Wed. afternoons, Friday
and Saturday evenings. .
NOTTINGHAM

NOTTINGHAM BRIDGE CLUB—301 Mansseld
Road, Nottingham 65995. (Mr. and Mrs. Jack
Hammond.) Half-way house for Sunday matches.
Duplicate Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Satur.
day 7 p.m.

SURREY

EprsoM, MAYFIELD BRIDGE CLUB—2a St. Martins
Avenue, Epsom 4938. Hon. Secs. H. G. &
O. M. Biges, Stakes, 3d. (except Wed. &
Fri. aft. 6d.) Partnership, Mon., Wed., aft.
Wed., Fri., eve. Closed Sunday.

Heati  BRIDGE CLuB—The Heath, \
bridge. Weybridge 43620. Hon. Sec., C. G.
Ainger. Always open. Visitors welcome. Stakes
3d. Partnership Tues. aft, Fri. aft. Duplicate
Mon. and Thurs. eve. Tuition available.
SUSSEX

HorstaM BRIDGE CLUB—Secretary, Mrs. M.
E. Binney. Horsham 4921 or 2073. Partnership
Wed. and Fri. afternoons, Sun. evenings Cut-in
Mon., Thurs., Sat. afternoons. Duplicate Tues.
evenings, Chess Club Mon. evenings. Stakes 3J.

BoGNOR CLus—2 Sudley Road, Boznor Regis.
(Bridge section). Cut in, Mon., Tues., Thurs., Fri.
and Sat. afternoons, Fri. evening. Partnership
Wed. afternoon and Tues. evening. Duplicate,
the tirst Tues. afternoon in cach month. Stakes 34,

WHITFHALL  RisipeNTiaL - Baince  Crus—
11/12 Howard Square, Eastbourne. Eastbourne
4544, Sec., Miss J. Fidler. Stakes 2d. and 34,
Partnership, Tues. and Fri. aft.,, Wed. and Sat.
evening. Duplicate Sunday.
WARWICKSHIRE

HEATHERCROFT BRIDGE Cius—2 Pebble Ml
Road, Birmingham §, SELly Oak 0443, Stakes
3d. to 1/-. Cut-in or Partnership every aft. and
eve. Duplicate Sun. eve., Mon. aft., and as
desired by Members.  Visitors welcome.
YORKS

Litos BrinGe Civs Lyp.—Moortown Coerner
House, Leeds 17, Leeds 681571, Hon. Sec.,
Mr. R. Dorsey. Duplicate, Tues. and Thurs,
Visitors welcome. Open each day unul midaight
ewcept Friday. Rubber "!iJ,:S_C\‘tI_V ni,-.*._(.__

hon. sec., stakes, partnership days, duplicate days) to be

listed in this Directory every month?

If so, please write to

our Advertisement Manager (see address on page 4) for very

_ reasonable terms.
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS

5/- per line. Special terms for a series

BRIDGE CLUBS AND HOTELS

BOURNEMOUTH, BRANKSOME PARK
Wessex CLus. Tel.: Westbourne 64034, Resi-
dential Bridge Club in own beautiful grounds.
16 Bedrooms, Club Bar. Excellent food.
Resident Proprictor. Bridge cvery afternoon
and evening throughout year. Visitors welcome.

BOURNEMOUTH, CANFORD CLIFFS

Riviera Hoter. Tel.: Canford Cliffs 77345.
Faces Chine and sea, licenced, 35 rooms, Cordon
Bleu table, excellent cellar. A good cut in game
is available to resident visitors, in our bridge
room, throughout the year.

HARROW

HARROW BRIDGE CLUB—16 Northwick P
Road, Harrow, Middx. Tel.: Harrow 3%
Good standard Bridge in enjoyable atmosphess
Sessions twice daily. Partnership and Dupi
Open teams of four every Saturday evening.
LONDON

GRAND SLAM BRIDGE CrLus—21 Craven HL
W.2. Tel.: PAD 6842, Stakes 1/- and 2%
5/- and 10/-. Partnership evenings Mondays and
Thursdays. Visitors welcome. Duplicate Pais
(Bounty £25) Tuesday weekly. ‘Rummy’ af
night games.

MISCELLANEOUS

BRIDGE REQUISITES

Personal Score Cards, Travelling Score Slips,
Result Charts, Hand Record (Curtain) Cards,
“Silent Bidders,” etc. MOVEME! CARDS
for Individuals, Pairs and Teams-of-four, etc.

WALLETS—better than boards at less than half
the cost.

CARDBOARD  £3 3s. 0d. per st of 32

LEATHERETTE £4 14s. 6d. per set of &
WRITE FOR_SAMPLES: .
W. B. Tatlow, 2 Roseberry Court, LLANDUDNO

We supply famous Open Danish Sandwicha
artistically decorated for all parties and occasiazs.
Daily London deliveries. Scandinavian Speciir
ties.  Tel.: BIS 5682.

TUITION

NICO GARD?NER guarantees to improve
your game. Tuition, practice classes and lectures
all under personal supervision; also postal course.
The London School of Bridge, 38 King's Road,
London, S.W.3. Tel.: KENsington 7201.

PERFECT YOUR BRIDGE _under c,‘af:
pionship guidance. Private or Group b
Practice classes. Duplicate coaching.
Points contests. Lectures. Folder lr;e
the Mayfair Bridge Studio (Dept. 5). llw
Street, London, W.1, or ‘phone GRO 234

Diary of Events

1964
3-5 MibLAND COUNTIES CONGRESS ..

17-19  WhiteLaw Cup

18-19  ENGLAND v. NORTHIRN IRELAND ..

Feb. N 7;9 CrOYDON CONGRIESS
21-24 i Foursomis ..

Droitwich

Zastbourne

Bournemouth
irfield Halls
astbourne

Feb. 29-Mar. |

s v AND

PORTLAND Palrs (Diricr
CuMBERLAND CONGRESS

MASTERS PAIRS .. ar
CHARITY CHALLENGE Cup

THe Firtn Tropny . . .. .-
DEvON AND CorNwALL CONGRESS
I?I RBYSHIRE CONGRES

(|,l OUCESTERSHIRE CONGRE

WORLD Orympian

LoxpoN ConGriss . .

YORKSHIRF CONGRESS
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Regional
Keswick
Harrogat¢
Worldwide
London
Torquay
Buxton
Cheltenham
New York




