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Our life has changed. It’s good to know that lone parents like me 
don’t feel isolated anymore and my daughter’s happier than ever.

Shelley, grants recipient
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Buttle UK provide children and their families with things that they would 
otherwise have to do without, but that could make a huge impact on 
their life. It may be a bed for a child who is sleeping on the floor or the 
tools a young person, estranged from their family, needs to start an 
apprenticeship. During the last year we have been developing larger 
‘enhanced grants’, tailored to meet the need of the recipient, both in 
the immediate and longer term.  When initial needs are met, it offers 
the family or young person the space to think about what other support 
could help them address the challenges they face over the longer term.  
We work collaboratively with other charities and services across the UK 
to ensure we are providing support in the smartest and most effective 
way possible.

Our founder the Reverend Frank Buttle witnessed the suffering of  
many children during his lifetime. He wanted to give them a better 
future.  He was not a rich man but through his entrepreneurialism,  
vision, hard work and personal sacrifice he created a fund to ‘launch
into life’ children who were living in crisis. Frank died just short of his  
£1 million target and 60 years on, his endowment more than funds  
the Charity’s running costs. This means that every penny raised can  
go directly to those that need it most. 

This is what we do at Buttle UK

Do you remember a time when  
somebody really helped you?   
When a small intervention made  
a big impact on your life?

It was one of the greatest things ever receiving my grant. 
It has helped me with my college course and also with social 
activities, as I couldn’t afford to go out much beforehand. 

Jayesh, grant recipient
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We all know these are particularly tough times for many children 
and families in the UK. 1.4 million families are living with problem debt 
and 2.4 million children live in these households.1 The families and young 
people we support are not only struggling financially but they are also 
experiencing other difficulties in their lives, most commonly domestic 
abuse, alcohol abuse, their children’s ill-health.

Last year alone we provided £3.9 million in direct, efficient and intelligently 
targeted grants to nearly 30,000 children.  Over the last 13 years we have 
distributed nearly £16 million on behalf of BBC Children in Need.

We must do more. That is why we have launched our Chances for Children 
Appeal; to raise £20 million over the next five years so that Buttle UK can 
help more children and families who have nowhere left to turn. 

Preventing the underlying causes of poverty in the UK, The Children’s Society, June 2016

The grant helped relieve a lot of stress and I feel more confident. 
My children live in a safer and comfy environment and, overall, life 
is much better. The training allowed me to progress in my career, 
make more money and manage better what I earn.

The Buttle grant has enabled me to partake in training that simply  
would not have been possible otherwise, allowing me to learn from  
industry-working professionals which in itself was a great opportunity.

Moria, grant recipient

Ainsley, grant recipient
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In March 2016 we welcomed Professor Caroline Gipps as our new Chair of Trustees. 
We are delighted to have Caroline’s support and expertise to help steer us towards 
meeting our strategic objectives.

In 2014 Buttle UK Trustees set a strategic objective to “increase the
impact of each grant we make”.  Our average grant is currently around £300 
foremergency essential items. We wanted to see what could be achieved if the 
grant available was increased, to allow it to go beyond meeting material needs, 
and support these children and young people in the longer term.  We have 
been testing the concept with the groups to which we make the most grants, 
traditionally: families affected by domestic abuse; young people estranged
from their families and struggling families.

Message from the Chief Executive  
and Chair of Trustees

A grant of around £1,500 has the potential to move a family 
beyond a crisis point towards a genuine turning point in their 
lives, and support the service providers in achieving the desired 
outcomes for the family.

Local service providers, however committed they are to 
their clients, are constrained both in terms of organisational 
funding and procedure. Our larger grants help them work 
beyond these constraints.

Children living in poverty often suffer both material and 
social deprivation; families are often unable to afford even 
a limited range of the social activities enjoyed by most 
children.  The funding of ‘extra-curricular’ activities builds 
a child’s confidence, self-esteem and socialisation skills.

The results have been incredibly  
positive, and we are learning:
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We hope our Chances for Children Appeal will raise 
sufficient funds to allow us to increase the number of 
young people and families that we are able to help with 
these larger ‘enhanced grants’.

Thank you to all our supporters and those with whom 
we work in partnership. We are very grateful to you 
for your commitment, enthusiasm and generosity. 
We look forward to meeting and connecting with 
many more supporters this year and creating more 
chances for children.

Gerri McAndrew & Professor Caroline Gipps
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The need we meet

There are days when you have to decide: do I put food on the 
table for the children or keep the loan sharks from the door?

Anita, grant recipient

Most of us do not really know what it is like to have no 
money – but anyone who does will understand the daily 
stress of juggling little or no cash. Children living in this 
situation, without the basic everyday essentials that 
others take for granted, feel anxious and worried just 
like their parents. 

The nature of our grant giving means that we hold  
a significant volume of detailed data that gives us 
unique insights into prevalent social issues. By analysing 
10 years of this data - over 125,000 grant applications 
- our recent ‘Crisis Points’  report maps the location of 
the most vulnerable families and children across the UK 
and the extent to which they are at a crisis point, having 
exhausted all other routes for help.

The analysis, undertaken by Mayhew Harper  
Associates Ltd. compared the most common crisis  
factors appearing in Buttle UK grant applications  
and then used corresponding official data to compare  
predicted levels of applications with actual numbers. 
The analysis showed that we are broadly meeting  
need as anticipated. However, it did also identify 
gaps, indicating areas of ‘hidden poverty’. These are 
largely based in unexpected places such as southern 
counties including Berkshire and Hampshire, 
as well as coastal areas.

Increase in UK children  
living in poverty this year2

The number of different 
organisations we receive  

applications from each year

Grant applications we  
received in 2015/2016 There were 3.9 million children living in “relative poverty” in 2014-15, up from 3.7 

million a year earlier. Poverty in the UK: Statistics, DWP, 30 June 2016  

2 
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Lone parents account for nearly two thirds (63%) of crisis cases.

Almost half (44%) of families in crisis lack basic material needs such 
as beds, washing machines and children’s clothing.

Nearly two out of three families in crisis survive on less than £10,000 a year.

Cities in the north of England, the Midlands and Scotland, including
Sheffield, Birmingham, Leeds, Glasgow and Bradford, are home to 
the most vulnerable children and families in the UK. 

Our data shows:

Since 2006, Buttle UK has given grants for:

18,885 
washing machines

16,564 
 cookers

1,394  
household furniture

9,954 
fridge freezers

13,311  
children’s beds

2,465  
baby equipment

5,023  
children’s clothing

4,628  
setting up a 
family home

3,428 
setting up a young 
person’s home

1,974 
carpet or flooring
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Shetland
Islands

The data analysis in ‘Crisis Points’ is allowing us at Buttle UK to re-focus our 
efforts on areas of unmet need. We hope the information will also be a useful 
tool for local authorities, central government and other organisations from 
civil society to plan for and improve services.  While revealing that Buttle UK’s 
distribution is largely in line with expected levels of need, the report highlights 
the need for us to be in a position to help more children and families.

0 - 0.99 

Number of applications 
per 100 households with 
dependent children by 
UK district 2007 - 2014

1 - 1.99 

2 - 3.99 

4 - 5.99 

> = 6

Where grants  
are being made
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The support I received from Buttle UK has helped overcome 
basic needs. If it wasn’t for the grant, I would have not been able 
to complete the course and overcome many difficulties. Receiving  
a laptop amongst other things has helped me a lot.

Ben, grant recipient

Increasing the impact of each grant we give

Total grants in 2015-16

10,068

Total value of grants in 2015-16

£3.9million

Of grants were for cookers,  
fridges, washing machines  
and children’s beds & bedding

82%

Approved grant applications 
quoted domestic abuse as an issue

28%

Our goal is to ensure that each grant  
we give is as effective as possible for  
the children, families and young people  
that receive them. 

We have therefore monitored the  
impact of our grant giving and published 
the results in our Turning Points report.  

These results show that when offered  
at the right time, to a disadvantaged and 
previously disengaged group, a Buttle  
UK grant can have a disproportionately 
positive impact on their lives. This is  
the case particularly when the grant  
is used to meet material needs, and in  
combination with accessing existing  
services. We are also seeing how funding 
items and costs that support children  
and young people’s education and  
wellbeing is also having a huge impact.
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Our recent ‘Turning Points’ report demonstrates the cost effectiveness of Buttle UK 
grants and why the £20 million we hope to raise through the Chances for Children 
Appeal is much needed. Overall it found that for every £1 spent on our grants, over 
£6 of public expenditure savings and additional public revenues could be achieved.  

The study assesses the impact this increased grant giving programme will  
have on those we traditionally give most grants to:

These are families living on low incomes and experiencing a range of other  
challenging circumstances. They may have faced a period of recent homelessness; 
some members may have physical or mental health issues or there may be  
drug or alcohol problems in the family.  The children may be struggling at school.  
Many lack a strong social support network to help them. These are issues that 
many families face at one time or another but the lack of an adequate income 
makes them much more difficult to cope with.

These families will have similar characteristics to ‘struggling families’ but  
the overriding issue they are facing is domestic abuse. They will be at a point  
in their journey to independence from an abusive relationship where they 
are moving into or have been living in for a short time, their first independent  
accommodation. In these situations the needs of the children can often be  
overlooked, and support focused on the parent who has suffered the abuse.

Struggling families

Families escaping domestic abuse 

An example of this work is the Connect Project, funded by the Big Lottery  
and run in Renfrewshire and East Renfrewshire, Scotland, between May 2014  
and September 2015. During this time we made grants to 227 families worth  
a total of £300,000, helping them move beyond a crisis point and towards  
a turning point in their lives. The analysis showed that a single £1,500 grant  
to a struggling family could make an average public expenditure saving of 
£8,923 over 15 years. 

We have, to date, awarded grants to 186 families totalling £241,000 via the  
Anchor Project, a partnership with City Bridge Trust. This represents an average 
grant of £1,300 per family and has provided a variety of items specifically assessed 
as required for, and in conjunction with, the affected children. The analysis showed 
that a single £1,500 grant to a family escaping domestic abuse could make an 
average public expenditure saving of £7,650 over 15 years.
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The years between 16 and 20 years old are ones of particular vulnerability, but 
for those from disadvantaged backgrounds they present even greater challenges.  
Those without support of parents/carers are among the most vulnerable of all.  
This group is sometimes referred to as being ‘estranged’. Most young people who 
are estranged have left chaotic, disrupted home lives and many have suffered abuse.  
However, by ‘estrangement’ we do not necessarily mean “has no contact with 
family”. Our understanding of estrangement is those young people who no longer 
live with their parents/carers and who lack the family-based financial and emotional 
support that most people rely on in their late teens. This includes young parents.

Estranged young people

In 2015/16 we made 1,332 awards to this group, at a total value of £373,000. We are 
delighted that Graphite Capital has agreed to support this area of our grant giving 
over 10 years. The analysis showed that a single £1,500 grant to an estranged young 
person could make an average public expenditure saving of £6,739 over 15 years.

Jack (7) and his parents had just relocated to a new town when Jack received a 
devastating cancer diagnosis. The family were already struggling with £7,000 debt 
which was further compounded by regular trips to the hospital and Dad having to take 
unpaid leave to care for Jack. Jack succumbed to the side effects of chemotherapy, 
including profuse sweating and chronic diarrhoea. And then the washing machine 
broke down, at a time when everything needed to be scrupulously clean to minimise 
infection. Due to their recent move the family did not have a large support network 
and were not yet eligible for support from the local council.

We provided a washing machine.

Without Buttle UK the only options were to do their washing in the bath or  
to purchase a new washing machine, plunging the family further in to debt.

Jack’s Story

10



77%
of families interviewed said that the grant 
had produced a positive or very positive  
effect on their financial situation

83%
said that the grant had  
produced a positive or very  
positive effect on family stability

83%
of respondents considered that  
the grant had a positive effect  
on their children’s safety

63%
of adults report a greater level  
of confidence in their future  
employment prospects

Before my client received her grant she was  
very depressed as she stated that she could not  
continue going on without the basic necessities.   
Her health is improved, her emotional/mental health  
has greatly improved, and attendance at college  
has improved immensely.

Support worker

What effect, if any, do you  
think the grant has had on your 

children’s education?

What effect, if any, do you  
think the grant has had on  
your children’s social life?

What effect, if any, do you  
think the grant has had on  
your children’s behaviour?

POSITIVE
80%

POSITIVE
91%

84%
POSITIVE

Our Turning Points  
research found ...
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Claire has always been interested in engineering and mechanics 
and a grant from Buttle UK has enabled her to continue her studies 
and follow her dreams.

Claire grew up in a dysfunctional household. Mum has mental health 
problems and there were constant arguments, eventually leading to 
mum throwing Claire out of the house.

Claire slept in the park for the first two nights and then a friend’s parents 
took her in. She declared herself homeless to Camden Council shortly 
afterwards and was referred to a voluntary agency with whom she is still 
housed and fully engaged with a support worker.

Claire has begged her mother for contact and support over the last four 
years but she does not respond and bars contact with Claire’s siblings. 
Mum’s friend provides her with some support and Claire goes there on 
the bus every week to see her and to do her washing.

During this distressing time Claire still managed her college work and 
with the help of her tutor she was successful in obtaining a three-year 
apprenticeship with BMW.  Claire would like to be able to drive cars 
within the BMW garage. Without a driving licence her future as an 
apprentice, and then a mechanic, will be limited as she will not be 
able to move cars around the garage.  

Buttle UK’s grant award covered driving lessons, a tool kit and text 
books to help Claire succeed in her apprenticeship and enhance her 
future employment prospects.

Claire’s Story
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Supporting children in education

Challenging issues at home – such as parental ill health or 
bereavement, a parent with an addiction and/or mental health 
problems or threatening behaviour from family members, the 
community or a gang – can have a devastating impact on a child. 

In some cases like these Buttle UK provides boarding school  
funding, both in the independent and state sectors, for children  
aged 11 and over. This funding helps the child out of their difficult 
home circumstances, and gives them security and the opportunity  
to focus on their education. Each child who receives help from us 
needs stability, routine or greater sensitivity to their needs in order 
to thrive in school. Buttle UK’s support can also help rebuild a positive 
family environment, or it may be the only alternative to the child  
being taken into care. 

In 2015-16 Buttle UK made school fee grant awards totalling 
£991,000, helping 323 children to regain their confidence, build their 
self-esteem and fulfil their potential. 67% of children supported by 
Buttle UK to attend boarding school achieved 5 A*-C GCSEs.

We have been funding boarding school places for almost 60 years. 
During that time we have witnessed what a successful approach it 
is for a child’s social, emotional and educational outcomes. Many 
previous grant recipients come back to us when they are adults and 
tell us how it has changed their lives.  This year we launched an area 
on our website to encourage people we’ve helped in the past to come 
forward and tell their stories – so far we have heard many unique and 
inspiring stories including one from a young mum who we helped in 
1972 and now owns a thriving business.

We therefore passionately believe there should be more boarding 
school places available for vulnerable children. We never fund a 
place on our own, as each case we support will include contributions 
from the school itself, as well as, in most cases, from other 
educational trusts. 
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The pastoral care my son is receiving (from the school) has  
completely changed his behaviour, his mental health and social 
life. He feels safe, more confident and is well behaved. He says 
he is very proud to be one of the luckiest boys to be receiving all 
this support including the individual counselling. 

David’s Father

The ongoing challenging economic environment and public funding cuts 
mean finding new ways of working to deliver public services is critical. This 
has led us to embark on Boarding Chances for Children, a ground-breaking 
research study, that is measuring the long-term impact of offering this 
opportunity – both in terms of the outcomes for children but also the cost 
savings to the state.  We are delighted to have the support of the Educational 
Endowment Foundation and the Department for Education for this work.

David and his family have faced many challenging  
circumstances. His father is the main carer for the  
family as David’s mother is incapacitated with mental  
health problems. Someone known to the family seriously 
assaulted David and although the perpetrator was  
imprisoned the family have faced continual harassment
in their community.

Buttle UK was able to contribute to a funding package that 
enabled David to attend a boarding school, removing him from 
a frightening and dangerous situation and also to provide him 
with the pastoral care his life experiences required.

David’s Story
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Fundraising

This year, ‘Judge’ Rob Rinder ran the London Marathon for Buttle UK, finishing 
in just over three hours! Rob raised over £7,000 and raised awareness of our 
work with interviews about us on ITV’s Lorraine show and on BBC Breakfast 
on marathon morning.

We are hugely grateful for the support we receive that allows us to build 
on Frank Buttle’s legacy but with such great need we want to do more. 
We are committed to raising £20 million over the next five years so that 
we can double what we give, helping more children and families when 
they have nowhere else to turn. 

This year our Chances for Children Appeal Board have been introducing 
many new people to Buttle UK. Most, like Rob Rinder, knew little about us. 
We are delighted that many have offered to help, either personally, through 
their companies or by introducing us to people who they know would be 
interested in our work. 

As well as the Appeal everyday fundraising continues and we were delighted 
to have 19 people running the Royal Parks Half Marathon for us in October 
2015, as well as other supporters testing themselves on the 50km Thames 
Path Challenge.

I feel enormously proud to be a part of it [Buttle UK], particularly because 
it’s a charity that is not so well known and above all else can make a really 
meaningful difference.

Rob speaking to ITV’s Lorraine Kelly about Buttle UK, April 2016
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£180
could mean that a child who has been sleeping on  
the floor underneath a coat, can have their own bed  
and bedding and finally have a good night’s sleep

£1,500
could mean that an estranged young person  
with no family support could access their first  
college course with a laptop and study books,  
along with a home grant so they can make their  
empty accommodation a home

£4,500
could leverage further funds to cover the cost of  
a year at boarding school for a child with a difficult  
home life, who is at risk of going into care

3 ways your gift can make a big difference

Ways to get involved

Arrange a fundraising event 
with friends or colleagues 

Introduce us to someone who  
could support our Appeal 

Leave a gift in your will

Make a gift today by calling 020 7828 7311 
or through our website www.buttleuk.org
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Financial Review

Grant history by programme, 2006-16

2006-07
 

2007-08
 

2008-09
 

2009-10
 

2010-11
 

2011-12
 

2012-13

2013-14

2014-15

2015-16

8,298

9,488

9,852

8,887

7,891

9,279

11,654

11,888

10,197

 9,148

10.2%

n/a

n/a

n/a

n/a

n/a

n/a

n/a

n/a

504

583

15.7%

185

188

184

172

208

291

280

106

28

14

1,750

1,936

1,942

1,893

1,704

2,135

2,675

2,689

2,189

2,321

32.6%

n/a

n/a

n/a

n/a

n/a

n/a

n/a

n/a

£474

£596

25.7%

302

371

361

354

327

305

282

312

314

 323

7.0%

666

768

825

806

772

782

766

892

974

991

48.8%

277

273

282

269

312

373

356

116

46

26

Year

% overall
increase

If the application of the Charities SORP FRS 102 is applied retrospectively to the 2014-15 year the cost of support grants would be 
£922,000 and this as a % of the total cost of charitable activities would be 20.0%. The support cost % for the current year, 2015-16,  
has been calculated under the new Charities SORP FRS 102.

Programme Closed

Number
Given

Number
Given

Number
Given

Number
Given

Small Grants Enhanced Packages School Fees Student Grants

Amount 
Spent (£’000)

Amount 
Spent (£’000)

Amount 
Spent (£’000)

Amount 
Spent (£’000)
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8,785

10,047

10,397

9,413

8,426

9,875

12,216

12,306

11,043

10,068

14.6%

3,222

3,495

3,583

3,452

3,347

3,925

4,438

4,363

4,504

4,868

16.4%

14.8%

14.9%

14.0%

16.7%

16.2%

14.4%

15.3%

18.2%

19.2%

£2,693

£2,977

£3,049

£2,968

£2,788

£3,290

£3,797

£3,697

£3,683

£3,934

46.1%

529  

518
 

534
 

484

559

635

641

666

8211

934

Total Number
of grants

Amount  
Spent (£’000)

Administration  
 / Support costs

(£’000)

Total
Amount spent 

(£’000)

% cost of 
awarding grant
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Income and Expenditure

All figures expressed in £’000

2014-15 – £1,253

2014-15 – £754 2014-15 – £4,560 2014-15 – £297

2014-15 – £1,800 2014-15 – £1,235

Investment  
income

Total cost of 
generating funds

Grants to individuals  
& charities

Research  
& projects

BBC Children  
in Need

Grants, donations  
& income

£1,319

£865 £4,863 £129

£2,000 £955

Total Income
2014-15 – £4,288

£4,274

Total Expended
2014-15 – £5,611

£5,857

Notes: 

1) The financial information presented in this review is designed to show the main sources of income and 
expenditure in the year. The figures are drawn from our audited Financial Statements and Trustees Report 
for the year ended 31 March 2016, which were approved by the Trustees on 23 June 2016 and subsequently 
submitted to the Charity Commission. To gain a full understanding of our financial affairs the full financial 
statements, trustees report and auditors report should be inspected. Copies are available from www.buttleuk.org. 

2) The difference between income and expenditure was met from our permanent endowment to help meet the 
ever increasing demand for grants. This is a planned annual withdrawal, which Trustees are entitled to make 
under the terms of a total return order granted to the Trustees by the Charity Commission in 2006. 

3) BBC Children in Need income in 2014-15 was the amount received; the amount committed was £2 million.
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Buttle UK’s TeamThank you ...
Trustees

Appeal Board

Caroline Gipps
(Chair from 10 March 2016)

David Anderson 
(resigned 10 March 2016)

Gordon Anderson 
(resigned 23 June 2016)

Imogen Assenti 
(appointed 22 Sept 2016)

Antony Chapman 
(appointed 22 Sept 2016)

Jill Dinsmore 

Damian Ettinger

Thomsina Findlay 

Keith Mullins

Rosemary Norris

Julia Ogilvy
(on sabbatical from 23rd  
June 2016 for a year) 

Trevor Reaney 
(Deputy Chair)

Michael Seaton 

Leo Wong 

Olu Alake 

Richard Barron

Rachael Benjamin

Jane Edwards 

Oliver Jarvis 
(to December 2015)

Diane Kerr

Alan Knowles 

Rodney Moxham

Grainne Murray 

Rosario Piazza 
(from November 2015)

Paramjit Sangha 

Nick Sankey  
(to September 2016)

Hazel Sewell

Sonja Sital

Gari Sparling 

Isabelle Sykes 
(from January 2016)

Andrew Walters 

Sally Ward
 
Northern Ireland
Jane Black 
(to July 2016)

Beth McIvor 
(from July 2016)
 
Scotland 
John Hamilton  
(from September 2016)

Patricia Farrell 
(to October 2016)

Anne Marie Peffer 
(to October 2016)
 
Wales 
Chris Mullane

Chief Executive
Gerri McAndrew

Caroline Gipps 
(Acting Chair)

Mark Anderson 

Stephen Bennett

David Dinsmore

Jill Dinsmore

Simon ffitch

Nick Gresham

David Long

Christina Sorensen Lötter

Guy Paterson 

George Westropp

Staffto all our supporters for their 
ongoing generosity, the following 
have made a particularly significant 
contribution to our work:

BBC Children in Need

Big Lottery (Northern Ireland)

Big Lottery (Scotland)

Cash for Kids

City Bridge Trust

Clothworkers’ Foundation

Comic Relief

CTF Training

Department for Education

Education Endowment Foundation

Edward and Constance Westnedge Trust

Fairwood Trust 

Goldman Sachs Gives

Graphite Capital

Joseph and Annie Cattle Trust

Leathersellers’ Company 

Masonic Charitable Foundation

Mercers’ Company

Pears Foundation

SFIA Educational Trust

STV Appeal

Tom ap Rhys Pryce Memorial Trust

Weightmans LLP

Photo ackowledgement: Photofusion, 2016

Casestudies: Names and locations have 
been changed to protect anonymity but the 
stories are real.
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England
Buttle UK
15 Greycoat Place
London  
SW1P 1SB

info@buttleuk.org
020 7828 7311

Northern Ireland
Buttle UK
PO Box 1534
Dungannon
BT70 9BR

nireland@buttleuk.org
028 87746778

Scotland
Buttle UK
PO Box 2081
Glasgow
G32 2BR

scotland@buttleuk.org
0141 778 2839

Wales
Buttle UK
PO Box 2528
Cardiff
CF23 0GX

wales@buttleuk.org
029 2054 1996

facebook.com/buttleuk
twitter.com/buttleuk
buttleuk.org

Registered Charity No - 313007
Scotland - SCO37997 


