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Last year, we 
gave out more 
than 11,000 
grants worth 
a total of 
£3.7 million. 
And now we 
plan to do even 
more.

Message from the Chief Executive 
and the Chair of Trustees
BUTTLE UK has enjoyed another successful year helping 
young people and their families cope with the most 
extraordinary life challenges.

Last year, we gave out more than 11,000 grants worth a total of 
£3.7 million. And now we plan to do even more.

In order to support a greater number of those in need, 
we’ve developed ambitious plans for a £20 million 
fundraising appeal.

At the same time, Buttle UK has become increasingly infl uential 
on the wider support given to those we help. Our Quality Mark for 
Care Leavers project is now ending, having successfully played its 
part in raising awareness of the issues that impact on care leavers 
moving in to further and higher education and engaging the 
education sector in providing better support for them.

More recent projects include the ground-breaking research on 
the extent and experience of kinship carers and a study into the 
benefi ts of using boarding school places for vulnerable children.

The Trustees recognise how important this work is, and how it 
complements the more direct grant giving that will always be at 
the heart of what we do. We will therefore be producing a new 
infl uencing strategy that will help shape the areas we target and 
how we undertake this work for many years to come.

This is David’s last year as Chair of Trustees and in March 2016, 
he’ll hand over to Professor Caroline Gipps. It has been Buttle 
UK’s privilege to enjoy David’s dedicated service for the past 
20 years.

Gerri McAndrew & David Anderson
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Launching children and young people into life

We cut out red 
tape to get 
help to young 
people fast. Our 
grants range 
from as little as 
£150 to pay for 
a child’s bed to 
thousands of 
pounds towards 
an education.

11,000
Grants each year to help 
vulnerable children

LIFE at home was traumatic and Baile Beyai 
was failing at school. With no prospect of 
achieving any qualifi cations and constant 
pressure to become involved with local gangs, 
his future looked bleak.

Then Buttle UK stepped in.

Now Baile is preparing for university, his life 
transformed with the help of Buttle UK.

Baile is just one of thousands of inspiring 
children and young adults whose lives have 

been turned around thanks to the work Buttle UK 
has been doing for 62 years.

We cut red out tape to get help to young people 
fast. Our grants - from as little as £150 to pay for 
a child’s bed to thousands of pounds towards an 
education - are made swiftly, often within less 
than a week.

Currently, Buttle UK makes more than 11,000 
grants each year, spending around £4 million to 
help children at risk of abuse, suff ering the eff ects 
of poverty, or failing to achieve their potential.

In future, we plan to do even more.

We want to double the amount we can give 
to young people in need. And we want to 
keep on increasing the amount we’re able to 
grant, year after year.

most common
grants pay for
Beds and bedding

Washing machines

Cookers

Fridge freezers

Kids’ clothes
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The Small Grants Programme
SOMETIMES a relatively tiny amount of money can change 
a life. Our Small Grants Programme ensures immediate help 
for young people in desperate need. 

When there’s nowhere else to turn, Buttle UK steps in. 

And just a few hundred pounds can make a world of diff erence 
to young people facing grinding poverty.

Each year, we pay for everything from clean clothes to a 
bed or a washing machine. Working with 4,500 social care 
organisations across the UK, Buttle UK cuts through red tape 
and acts quickly.
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MOST Buttle UK grants are fairly small but  
the difference a few hundred pounds can  
make if given at just the right time is huge.

We’ve made it possible for children and 
families to escape domestic violence and 
serious abuse just by making it easier for 
them to set up home.

We’ve helped young adults, estranged from 
their families, with household essentials 

such as washing machines and cookers, we’ve 
bought equipment for hard-working young 
apprentices when they’ve defeated the odds to 
find work, and we’ve worked with others to fund 
boarding school educations for children who 
faced intolerable pressures at home.

And, as well as giving practical assistance in the 
shape of essential household items and school 
fees, we’ve funded activities and counselling 
that have helped children traumatised by their 
experiences.

The difference 
a few hundred 
pounds can  
make if given 
at just the right 
time is huge.

62 years

Our work has been helping 
vulnerable people for over

£180
Could pay for a new bed and 
bedding for a child who has  
had to sleep on the floor

The Anchor Project
TRADITION dictates that it is the adult victims 
of domestic abuse who receive available 
support. But that orthodoxy means children 
and young people don’t always get the help 
they need.

Children can be terribly emotionally 
scarred by the violence they witness and 
many will have suffered abuse, themselves. 

The Anchor Project - currently running 
throughout London - provides emotional and 
material support with a view to securing long-
term stability for young people, helping them 
back on track to happier, more fulfilling lives.

of the  

things 
Buttle UK paid for 

last year
Therapy for an 
adopted child 
whose birth 
parents were jailed 
for cruelty.

A sewing machine 
to help a talented 
teenager complete 
a course in 
costume design.

Toys, books, and 
clothes for a single 
mum, fleeing 
domestic violence 
with her three-
year-old child.

Specialist 
equipment for 
a low-income 
family whose baby 
twins were born 
with extensive 
disabilities.

A chainsaw training 
course to help a 
young man pursue 
a career as a tree-
surgeon.
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Supported by City of London Corporation’s 
charity, The City Bridge Trust
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Launching children and young people into life

Frank was a priest who 
cycled everywhere 
and wore second hand clothes

WHEN the Reverend Frank Buttle died in 1953, 
leaving an endowment of around £1million, 
the charity formed in his name pledged 
to continue delivering on his ambition of 
“launching into life” young people who had 
fallen through the cracks in society.

Since then, we’ve stepped in with vital help during 
all types of crisis. 

Our focus - like Frank Buttle’s was - is 
always on the young person in need.

Working with trusted partners in local authorities 
and fellow charities, we pride ourselves on 
ensuring we deliver help quickly: living in poverty 
is diffi  cult enough without having to deal with 
seemingly endless bureaucracy while looking 
for help.

Our focus - like 
Frank Buttle’s 
was - is always 
on the young 
person in need.

£3.7million
Given out in 2014 for over 11,000 
grants. We plan to do even more

Frank was a priest who cycled everywhere 
and wore second hand clothes.

Frank was Cannon of St Chad’s, 
Haggerston, then a very poor part of 
East London, now a thriving centre 
of the tech industry.

Frank’s investments were diverse 
and included everything from a fi rm 
making brass coffi  n fi ttings to a 
manganese mine in Greece.

Frank never earned more than £250 
in a year, and never spent more than 
10 shillings in a week on himself.

Frank had a reputation as a mender 
of broken marriages, he would never 
take a fee, but if off ered one would 
ask the couple to donate to charity.

Things 
you might not know about

Frank Buttle5 
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Our enhanced 
care packages 
can pay for 
equipment for 
apprentices 
or travel 
expenses for 
those attending 
colleges.
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Estranged Young People
ONE in 10 of the 23,000 young people Buttle UK 
helps each year is estranged from their parent or 
carer. And many will have suff ered abuse as their 
family unit breaks down.

Buttle UK helps these young people to establish 
independent lives, off ering swift support to secure 
safe, permanent accommodation, and helping them 
achieve their goals in education and employment.

Our enhanced care packages can pay 
for equipment for apprentices or travel 
expenses for those attending college as 
well as ensuring young people have the 
emotional support they need to deal with 
the trauma many will have suff ered.

Supported by 



BAILE Beyai - now a 19-year-old with a 
bright future - got our help when he needed 
it most. Thanks to Buttle UK working with 
other funders, he secured a place at Reed’s 
independent school in Surrey and began an 
education that would change his life.

“I had very few prospects,” he recalls, “I was 
mixing with people whose influence was 
nothing other than negative and my home life 
was disruptive. My mother worked to bring 
me up, and my siblings, under the strain of her 
disabilities and an abusive ex-husband.

“By chance I came across Reed’s School 
and before long I was dressed and ready 
to start my first day. This opportunity 
turned my life around. I could have ended 
up in a gang, and who knows where that 
would have led.

“But instead Reed’s has brought out the best 
in me. Where I used to be chaotic, the school 
developed vital organisational skills. It gave me 
the confidence and discipline to pursue sport 
and I take pride in my pastoral role within the 
school assuming the role of mentor for a number 
of the younger students.

“Buttle UK has given me a future and showed 
me that someone cared. There are so many 
more children like me whose life could 
be turned around by Buttle UK, by having 
support like this.”

There are many more young people like Baile 
who need our help to fulfil their potential. No 
child should be written off and with crucial 
support at key stages in their lives, they can 
overcome the odds stacked against them.

There are many 
more young 
people like 
Baile who need 
our help to fulfil 
their potential.

The School Fees 
Programme
EDUCATION is key to helping children 
become happy, confident adults. But 
for some young people, school can be a 
difficult place.

Challenging issues at home - such as domestic 
violence, a drug addicted parent, or mental 
health problems within the family – can have 
a devastating impact on a child who wants to 
learn. In some tragic cases, bereavement can 
leave a child unsupported and unable to cope 
with school.

Buttle UK’s School Fees Programme allows 
children to attend independent schools - either 
as boarders or day pupils - and helps them 
fulfil their potential. Experience tells us that 
boarding can make a world of difference; now 
we’re leading a study to examine just what 
effect it has.

Boarding Chances for Children will look - 
over the next three years - at the impact 
boarding school can have on improving 
outcomes for vulnerable children.

5 years

We will launch an appeal to double  
our grant giving over the next

Offer more, larger 
grants; a more 
personalised service 
and better outcomes for 
the children and young 
people we support.

Launch a major 
fundraising appeal that 
means we will have 
doubled our grant 
giving in 5 years.

Demonstrate through 
our Boarding 
Chances for Children 
project that the use 
of boarding is cost 
effective and produces 
excellent outcomes for 
vulnerable children.

Invest in IT and 
monitoring systems to 
continually improve the 
efficiency and impact 
of our grant giving.

Launch pilot projects 
across the UK that test 
ways to increase the 
resources and support 
available to children 
living in informal 
arrangements with 
family and friends.
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Plans for  
the future
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Launching children and young people into life

No matter the 
size of your 
donation, it 
will make a 
difference to a 
young person’s 
life.

Fundraising

BUTTLE UK is proud that every penny we 
receive in donations goes directly to children 

in crisis. All of our overhead costs are covered by 
Frank Buttle’s founding investment which means 
you can be assured that, no matter the size of 
your donation, it will make a difference to a young 
person’s life.

Our ambitious plans to help more young 
people than ever before mean we’ll need to 
raise more funds in the years ahead.

Set up a Direct Debit online at 
www.buttleuk.org

Speak to your company about 
making Buttle UK their charity 
of the year.

Make a one off gift by calling 
us on 020 7828 7311.

Leave a gift in your will.

Do a sponsored run for us – 
there are a range to choose 
from on our website. 

If you’d like to play your part, 
here are 5 ways to get involved.
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Kinship Care
As many as 200,000 children and young 
people in the UK are cared for, not by their 
parents, but by a friend or a family member.

Without those who step in when parents are 
unable to cope, these children would enter 
the care system and their prospects would be 
seriously hampered. But while young people in 
such circumstances can thrive, it is often at the 
expense of physical, emotional, and financial 
wellbeing of their carers.

Buttle UK has produced ground-breaking 
research into kinship care and, with the 
help of our funders, offers vital support to 
children and their carers.

200,000
Children and young 
people in the UK are 
cared for not by their 
parents but by a friend 
or a family member

5 ways 
your donation could make a 

huge difference

£16         could provide a waterproof 
mattress protector, for a child that 

wets the bed following the previous abuse 
she has suffered.

£60         could provide a child with a new 
school uniform after fleeing an 

abusive relationship with only a small bag of 
clothes between him and his mother.   

£180         could pay for a new bed and 
bedding for a child who has had 

to sleep on the floor since her old one broke. 

£300         could pay for the chef’s 
whites, knives, pots and pans 

needed to start catering training for a young 
person with no family support.

£1,000         could pay for a term at 
boarding school for a 

child at risk of going into formal care.
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Buttle UK has 
produced 
ground-breaking 
research into 
kinship care 
and, with the 
help of our 
funders, offers 
vital support 
to children and 
their carers.
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Total Income
£4.29m
(2013/14 - £4.30m)

Total Expenditure
£5.61m
(2013/14 - £5.51m)

BBC Children In Need
£1.80m
(2013/14 - £2.00m)

Grants to Individuals 
and Charities 
£4.46m
(2013/14 - £4.51m)

Investment Income
£1.25m
(2013/14 - £1.35m)

Grants, Donations  
and Income
£1.24m
(2013/14 - £952k)

Research & Projects 
£277k
(2013/14 - £266k)

Cost of  
Generating Funds 
£708k
(2013/14 - £606k)

Governance
£168k
(2013/14 - £130k)

Grant history by programme, 2005-15

Year 

Small Grants 
& Enhanced 
Packages

School Fees Students Total Support Total %

No £'000 No £'000 No £'000 No £'000 £'000 £'000 Support1

2005-06 6,758 1,398 242 461 199 230 7,199 2,089 529 2,618 20.2%

2006-07 8,298 1,750 302 666 185 277 8,785 2,693 529 3,222 16.4%

2007-08 9,488 1,936 371 768 188 273 10,047 2,977 518 3,495 14.8%

2008-09 9,852 1,942 361 825 184 282 10,397 3,049 534 3,583 14.9%

2009-10 8,887 1,893 354 806 172 269 9,413 2,968 484 3,452 14.0%

2010-11 7,891 1,704 327 772 208 312 8,426 2,788 559 3,347 16.7%

2011-12 9,279 2,135 305 782 291 373 9,875 3,290 635 3,925 16.2%

2012-13 11,654 2,675 282 766 280 356 12,216 3,797 641 4,438 14.4%

2013-14 11,888 2,689 312 892 106 116 12,306 3,697 666 4,363 15.3%

2014-15 10,701 2,663 314 974 28 46 11,043 3,683 821 4,504 18.2%

% overall 
increase 58.3 90.4 29.8 111.7 -2 -  53.4 76.3 55.2 72.0 (9.9)

1 Support costs as a percentage of total charitable expenditure.

2 Information not disclosed as the programme closed in 2013-14

Income and Expenditure 2014/15
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Notes:
1) The financial information presented in this review is designed 

to show the main sources of income and expenditure in 
the year. The figures are drawn from our audited financial 
statements and trustees report for the year ended 31 March 
2015, which were approved by the Trustees on 18 June 2015 
and subsequently submitted to the Charity Commission. To 
gain a full understanding of our financial affairs the full financial 
statements, trustees report and auditors report should be 
inspected. Copies are available from www.buttleuk.org.

2) The difference between income and expenditure was met 
from our permanent endowment to help meet the ever 

increasing demand for grants. This is a planned annual 
withdrawal, which Trustees are entitled to make under the 
terms of a total return order granted to the Trustee by the 
Charity Commission in 2006.

3) The rise in support costs percentages in the past year is 
attributable to staff increases required to introduce the new 
grant programmes described earlier in the report. This 
increase in staff is also likely to impact on 2015/16

4) BBC Children in Need income was the amount received 
during 2014/15, the amount committed was £2m as in the 
previous year.



Buttle UK has 
given me a 
future and 
showed me that 
someone cared.

Thank you 
to all our supporters for their ongoing generosity, 
the following have made a particularly signifi cant 
contribution to our work:

 ► BBC Children in Need
 ► Big Lottery (Scotland)
 ► Big Lottery (Northern Ireland)
 ► Cash for Kids
 ► City Bridge Trust
 ► Clothworkers’ Foundation
 ► Comic Relief
 ► CTF Training
 ► Department for Education
 ► Education Endowment Foundation
 ► Edward and Constance Westnedge Trust
 ► Fairwood Trust
 ► Graphite Capital
 ► Goldman Sachs Gives
 ► Give It Away 
 ► KPMG Foundation
 ► Joseph and Annie Cattle Trust
 ► The Leathersellers’ Company
 ► The Mercers’ Company
 ► Pears Foundation
 ► SFIA Educational Trust
 ► Scottish Funding Council
 ► The Sheriff s’ & Recorder’s Fund
 ► STV Children’s Appeal
 ► St Giles and William Shelton Trust
 ► Taylor Family Foundation
 ► Tom ap Rhys Pryce Memorial Trust
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No child should 
be written off  
and with crucial 
support at key 
stages in their 
lives, they can 
overcome the 
odds staked 
against them.
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Trustees
David Anderson 
(Chair)

Gordon Anderson

Jillian Dinsmore 
(from December 2014)

Damian Ettinger

Stephen Fielding
(Deputy Chair to June 2015)

Buttle UK’s Team

Staff 
Chief Executive: 
Gerri McAndrew 

Olu Alake 

Richard Barron

Rachael Benjamin

Alan Cox 
(to May 2014)

Jane Edwards 

Oliver Jarvis 

Diane Kerr

Alan Knowles 
(from April 2014)

Rodney Moxham

Susan Mueller
(to July 2015)

Grainne Murray 
(from January 2015)

Paige Murphy 
(to June 2014)

Paramjit Sangha 
(from July 2014)

Nick Sankey 
(from February 2015)

Hazel Sewell

Sonja Sital

Gari Sparling 
(from June 2014)

Madeleine Thornton 
(to May 2015)

Lilli Trautvetter 
(to July 2014)

Andrew Walters 
(from January 2015)

Sally Ward

Northern Ireland 
Jane Black

Scotland 
Anne Marie Peff er

Patricia Farrell

Wales 
Chris Mullane 

Thomasina Findlay
(from September 2015)

Caroline Gipps 
(Deputy Chair)

Keith Mullins 

Rosemary Norris 
(from December 2014)

Julia Ogilvy

Trevor Reaney

Michael Seaton 
(from December 2014)

Elizabeth Stearns 
(to December 2014)

Leo Wong 
(from December 2014)
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Registered Charity No. 313007
Scotland  - SCO37997

www.facebook.com/buttleuk

www.twitter.com/buttleuk

www.buttleuk.org

England:

Buttle UK 
15 Greycoat Place
London 
SW1P 1SB

info@buttleuk.org
0207 828 7311

Northern Ireland:

Buttle UK
PO Box 484
Belfast   
BT6 0YA

nireland@buttleuk.org
028 90 641 164

Scotland:

Buttle UK
PO Box 5075
Glasgow
G78 4WA

scotland@buttleuk.org
01505 850 437

Wales:

Buttle UK
PO Box 2528
Cardiff 
CF23 0GX

wales@buttleuk.org
02920 541 996


