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Introduction	  	  
 
The Buttle UK Quality Mark for Care Leavers is now coming to an end and will 
cease this summer. It ran for 14 years from 2006 – 2015. During this period a 
total of 112 universities achieved the award and 84 colleges. The project has 
been highly successful: raising awareness of the barriers to FE and HE for care-
experienced young people and acting as a driver to develop the necessary and 
vital support to enable progression and educational achievement of this 
particular cohort.  
 
The information in this report has been collected from Higher Education 
Institutions and Further Education Colleges. This is the third year in which we 
have collected this information from Further Education Colleges in this format. 
Further Education Colleges were invited to join the Quality Mark for the first 
time in 2012, following the pilot phase in 2009-2011, and this is the second 
time we have collected data from them. As a result we now have a more 
rounded snapshot of the experiences of care leavers in post-16 education.   
 
This report is split in to two sections. The first covers the Quality Mark in 
Higher Education Institutions. Data has been collected from 59 participating 
universities. The second section covers Further Education Colleges who 
joined the Quality Mark since 2009. 26 FECs provided data for this section of 
the report.  
 
Many thanks to those organisations that provided the data for this report.  
 

Part	  1:	  The	  Quality	  Mark	  in	  Higher	  Education	  Institutions	  

Care	  leavers	  studying	  at	  Quality	  Mark	  universities	  
 
We asked Quality Mark universities to identify those students who they knew 
had been in care at the age of 16 or over, and tell us some information about 
them. In total we were able to identify 1229 students at Quality Mark 
universities who were looked after at the age of 16 or over, of whom 560 were 
in their first year.  
 
The information below is based on these students unless otherwise stated. 
We know that there are some students we have missed in this year’s data 
collection, either because they do not meet the definition of “looked after at 16 
or over” or because the university does not know the details of the student’s 
care experience1. However focusing on these students, whose experience we 
do know about, means we get a more accurate picture of the characteristics 
of care leavers at Quality Mark universities.  
 

                                            
1 16 out of the 59 universities who responded were unable to identify students in this way. 
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Overall, 15 in every 10,000 students at Quality Mark (QM) universities were 
identified as having been looked after at age 16 or over. This is a very similar 
rate to those identified in previous year (14 in every 10k students in 2012-13 
and 15 in every 10k students in 2011-12). In common with the pattern we 
have seen previously, these students were concentrated in London and the 
South East.  
 
Russell Group universities continue to have a lower rate of care leaver 
students than average. Only 5 in 10,000 students at Russell group universities 
are reported as being care leaver students compared with 19 in every 10,000 
students at non-Russell Group universities.  
 
 

	  	  

Number	  of	  students	  at	  
QM	  universities	  

identified	  as	  looked	  
after	  age	  16+	  

Rate	  of	  care	  leavers	  
per	  10,000	  student	  

population	  

England	   1064	   16	  
London	   333	   17	  
South	  East	   282	   23	  
North	  West	   54	   7	  
East	  Midlands	   87	   20	  
South	  West	   158	   17	  
West	  Midlands	   59	   9	  
Yorkshire	  &	  Humber	   72	   12	  
North	  East	   NA2	   NA	  
East	   36	   24	  

Scotland	   79	   21	  
Wales	   47	   9	  
Northern	  Ireland	   22	   8	  
All	   1229	   15	  

 
 
Over the course of three years, the overall numbers of care leavers we have 
been able to identify studying at QM universities has remained fairly stable but 
there have been significant changes in some regions. We have consistently 
seen a high number of care leaver students identified in London and the 
South East, but also this year seen significant increases in the East of 
England (24 per 10k students up from 4 per 10k in 2012-13 and 2 per 10k in 
2011-12). This is the result of a big increase in the number of students 
identified and supported at East Anglia University.  
 
In the North West, the apparent decrease in the numbers of care leaver 
students (7 per 10k compared to 20 per 10k in 2012-13 and 14 per 10k in 
2011-12) reflects the changing make up of participating institutions but also 

                                            
2 No participating HE institutions in the North West provided data this year.  
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hides an impressive and consistent increase in the number of care leavers 
students identified at Edge Hill University over three years.   

Characteristics	  of	  care	  leavers	  at	  QM	  universities	  

Gender	  
There remains a notable gender imbalance among care leaver students at 
QM universities. Although more young people leaving care are men than 
women, the care leavers studying at QM universities are still more likely to be 
women. Although we saw a small increase in the proportion of men who were 
care leavers at university in 2012-13, the gender balance has stayed largely 
stable for the last three years.  
 
It is clear that there is an ongoing difficulty in enabling young men who have 
been looked after children to access higher education. This is an area for the 
HE sector to address in the future.  
 
 

	  	   2011/12	   2012/13	   2013/14	  
Male	   39%	   42%	   38%	  
Female	   61%	   58%	   62%	  

 

Age	  
The age profile of students identified in 2013-14 across the whole cohort is 
younger than in previous years but older among the first years, suggesting 
that the younger students identified in previous years are now moving up 
through their university careers, with an older intake of first years following 
behind them in 2013-14.  
 
 

Age	  of	  students	  
who	  were	  in	  
care	  age	  16+	   First	  years	   All	  years	  
19	  or	  under	   27%	   42%	  
20-‐24	   51%	   41%	  
25+	   21%	   17%	  
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Disability	  
Consistent with our findings in 2011-12 and 2012-13, there is a particularly 
high rate of disability among the care leaver student population at QM 
universities. Of particular note are the numbers of care leavers at university 
with mental health conditions and learning disabilities, highlighting the 
importance of making student support services accessible to these students.   
 

	  	  

Students	  who	  
were	  in	  care	  
age	  16+	  

All	  UK	  first	  
year	  

students3	  
A specific learning difficulty 9%	   5%	  
Mental health condition 6%	   1%	  
A physical impairment or mobility issues 1%	   <1%	  
Social communication/Autistic spectrum 
disorder 1%	   <1%	  
A long-standing illness or health condition 1%	   1%	  
Another disability, impairment or medical 
condition 2%	   1%	  
Blind or a serious visual impairment <1%	   <1%	  
Deaf or a serious hearing impairment <1%	   <1%	  
No known disability 78%	   90%	  
Total known to have a disability 19%	   10%	  

 

                                            
3 Data on all UK first year students’ disability taken from HESA student record publications: 
https://www.hesa.ac.uk/stats  
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Mode	  and	  level	  of	  study	  
Although the number of postgraduate students identified remains fairly low in 
comparison to the wider UK student population, we are seeing a steady 
increase in the number of postgraduate students who are care leavers being 
identified each year. It is unclear whether this is the result of an increase in 
the number of care leavers taking up postgraduate study or improved 
identification of postgraduate students, but both are encouraging signs. As a 
result of the re-focus of the National Scholarship Programme, we are already 
seeing an increase in financial support being available for postgraduate 
students this academic year 2015-16.  
 
Part time study among care leavers remains the same as in 2012-13 (but up 
from 2011-12). Providing mechanisms to enable care leavers to study part 
time where appropriate, and receive the same level of support as their full 
time peers, remains an area for the university sector to develop.   
 
 

	  	   2011-‐12	   2012-‐13	   2013-‐14	  
Mode	  of	  study	   	  	  
Full	  time	   97%	   94%	   94%	  
Part	  time	   3%	   6%	   6%	  
Level	  of	  study	   	  	  
Undergraduate	   98%	   97%	   95%	  
Postgraduate	   2%	   3%	   5%	  

 

Subjects	  studied	  
The profile of subjects studied by Quality Mark students is similar to that of all 
students and has remained consistent over the three years we have been 
collecting data.  
 
There are no areas where care leavers appear to be systematically under-
represented, which is a strong sign that universities are able to attract and 
support care leavers across all disciplines. There is a notable preference 
among care leavers for subjects that fall within the “social studies” category. 
 

	  	  

Students	  
who	  were	  
in	  care	  age	  

16+	  

All	  UK	  
university	  
students	  

Social studies  18% 10%	  
Subjects allied to medicine  13% 10%	  
Business & administrative studies  10% 14%	  
Creative arts & design  9% 10%	  
Biological sciences  9% 10%	  
Computer Sciences 4% 4%	  
Mathematics 3% 2%	  
Engineering 6% 8%	  
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Physical sciences  4% 5%	  
Law  7% 4%	  
Languages  3% 6%	  
Mass communications & 
documentation  2% 3%	  
Historical & philosophical studies  2% 4%	  
Education  4% 4%	  
Medicine & dentistry  1% 3%	  
Veterinary science  <1% <1%	  

 

Support	  offered	  and	  provided	  to	  students	  with	  a	  care	  
background	  
 
The “Quality Mark Commitment” made by universities focuses on three areas 
of activity: outreach and pre-entry guidance, support through the application 
process and ongoing support throughout the student life cycle and beyond. 
The data we collected looks at all of these areas, giving us a snapshot of the 
activity going on in Quality Mark universities to fulfill their commitments.  

Outreach	  and	  pre-‐entry	  guidance	  
We have now been tracking Quality Mark universities activities in outreach 
and pre-entry guidance for three years. We ask universities to tell us about 
activities/services they provide for all potential students, for students from 
under-represented groups and those they run specifically for care leavers. 
 
Over the past three years the level of outreach activity for all prospective 
students (universal outreach activity) has been gradually declining. Fewer 
universities are reporting running summer schools, taster days and mentoring 
(both face to face and online). However, it is encouraging to see that while 
fewer universities are offering these opportunities to all students, reports of 
outreach activity that is targeted at under-represented students – and that 
targeted at care leavers specifically – have remained steady and in some 
cases even increased. 80% of Quality Mark universities are now reporting 
holding summer schools for prospective students from under-represented 
groups, up from 73% in 2012-13 and 63% in 2011-12.    
 
37% of Quality Mark universities report delivering “other” outreach services 
that do not fall within the categories we ask about. The services on offer are 
many and varied; one university offered a residential writing course for looked 
after children, another offered bush craft experiences. 
 
Many universities have a particular focus on increasing academic attainment 
among younger children (some universities are working with children as 
young as 10 and 11), including student shadowing, tutoring and GCSE 
revision days.  
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While some institutions choose to focus their efforts on universal outreach 
services rather than providing events and services for specific groups (e.g. 
looked after children), it is clear from the reports we have had that Quality 
Mark universities are making considerable efforts to make sure that looked 
after children and care leavers are identified and supported within these 
activities. The importance of close working relationships with local authority 
and school staff shines through, with many universities reporting that they are 
able to identify potential care leaver students through these routes and ensure 
they are included and encouraged to participate.  
 
 
Which	  of	  the	  following	  outreach	  activities	  were	  made	  available	  to	  prospective	  
students	  during	  the	  reporting	  period?	  

	  	  
Available	  to	  all	  

prospective	  students	  
Targeted	  at	  under-‐

represented	  students	  
Targeted	  specifically	  

at	  care	  leavers	  
Summer	  
school	   23%	   80%	   27%	  

Taster	  day	   42%	   80%	   43%	  
Open	  day	   90%	   28%	   22%	  
Face	  to	  Face	  
mentoring	   12%	   55%	   35%	  

E-‐mentoring	   10%	   28%	   15%	  
Other	   22%	   37%	   37%	  

 

Support	  through	  the	  applications	  process	  
At the stage where students are applying to university, many Quality Mark 
universities are offering support for care leavers throughout the process. 
Offering support to complete applications is the most popular route, with 63% 
of universities reporting that they do this.  
 
Again, many universities reported offering “other” support mechanisms that 
we had not specifically asked about. There were overlaps here with outreach 
activities in schools and colleges. Some universities reported, for example, 
sessions to help with the writing of personal statements, mock interviews with 
university staff and interview and exam preparation workshops. One university 
described running a “progression module” course for year 12 college 
students; completion of which results in a 30 point UCAS tariff reduction.   
 
A number of universities also highlighted the support they offer to students 
from a care background to gain access to all available financial support on 
entry to university; an important step to ensure students are able to sustain 
themselves throughout their course.  
 
The majority of QM universities offer students support to complete their 
applications and around a fifth offer either a specific Compact Scheme and / 
or a UCAS tariff reduction to care leavers to facilitate their applications 
process. Only 4 universities report offering no specific support mechanisms 
for care leavers at the application stage.  
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QM	  universities	  offering	  
applications	  arrangements	  

for	  care	  leavers	  
Compact	  Scheme	   20%	  
UCAS	  tariff	  reduction	   22%	  
Support	  to	  complete	  
applications	   63%	  

Other	   43%	  
No	  specific	  application	  
support	   7%	  

 
 

On-‐going	  post-‐entry	  support	  throughout	  the	  student	  life-‐cycle	  and	  beyond	  
In terms of ongoing support for enrolled students, most Quality Mark 
universities are taking an inclusive approach, providing universal services that 
are accessible to all students regardless of background, but specifically 
encouraging care leavers to access these services. Almost all provide 
information and signposting passively via care leaver pages on their websites 
and literature handed out on arrival and during fresher’s week, but many also 
take the proactive step of contacting care leaver students by email, either 
before arrival or early on in their first term, to make them aware of the support 
services available to them. A few universities have taken the extra step of 
running focus groups with care leavers to examine their experience and 
understand how support services can be improved.  
 
The one area of support in which care leavers are often provided with 
additional services, above and beyond that available to all students is in 
accommodation. 83% of Quality Mark universities report providing support to 
care leavers to access accommodation 365 days a year, something that only 
15% of those universities do for all students. 

Financial	  support	  
73% of universities (43 out of 59) told us they were offering financial support 
packages specifically targeted at care leavers. These are usually packages 
that are offered in addition to any other funding and are rarely means-tested 
(only 8 universities means-tested care leaver financial support).  
 
The average value of the financial support available to care leavers has 
steadily increased over the three years we have been collecting data (above 
and beyond the level of inflation) and now stands at £1,931. As in previous 
years this varies widely between institutions, with a minimum of £350 and a 
maximum of £9,680. Those at the upper end of the spectrum often include a 
part fee or accommodation costs waiver.   
 
Among those universities not offering a Care Leaver Bursary (or similar care 
leaver specific financial support package), almost all had other ways of 
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ensuring care leavers receive some financial support. Only four universities 
neither had a care leaver specific financial package, nor did they make care 
leavers a priority within any other financial support packages within the 
institution.  
 
Funding for financial support for care leavers is patched together through a 
variety of funding streams including the HEFCE Student Opportunity Fund, 
charitable organisations, Scottish Funding Council and the Access to Learning 
Fund, additional fee income from charging higher fees, and alumni donations.   
 
The Unite Foundation, which was only recently set up in 2012, is a notable 
new resource in this area and is now funding a number of accommodation 
bursaries for care leavers at Quality Mark universities.   
 

	  	   2011/12	   2012/13	   2013/14	  
Average	  care	  leaver	  bursary	  per	  
annum	   £1,400	   £1,400	   £1,931	  
Minimum	  care	  leaver	  bursary	  
per	  annum	   £100	   £300	   £350	  
Maximum	  care	  leaver	  bursary	  
per	  annum	   £6,000	   £9,000	   £9,680	  

 

Accommodation	  support	  
Most universities continue to offer opportunities to care leavers to be housed 
52 weeks a year although in many cases, students can’t be guaranteed the 
same accommodation during the holidays as in term time. Making these 
arrangements is particularly difficult for universities that do not own their own 
student accommodation and have to negotiate with the companies that run 
their halls.  
 
There is some suggestion that there is limited demand for this service from 
care leavers, with two universities mentioning that they had received no 
requests from care leavers in 2013/14. However, many universities are also 
prioritizing care leavers in applications for halls places, which is an important 
step to security for care leavers beginning their courses.    
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Part	  2:	  The	  Quality	  Mark	  in	  Further	  Education	  Institutions	  
 
Further Education is largely populated by younger learners than those in 
Higher Education and colleges are supporting many young people who 
continue to be “looked after children” rather than “care leavers”. As a result 
the support needs and structures are quite different from those within 
universities.  
 
71 FE colleges remained active in the Quality Mark this year and 26 of those 
were able to provide us with information about their students and services in 
the academic year at their colleges during 2013-14. 

Looked	  after	  children	  and	  care	  leavers	  studying	  at	  Quality	  
Mark	  Further	  Education	  Colleges	  
 
Despite being relative newcomers to the Quality Mark, participating FE 
colleges have been quick to put identification processes in place and all 26 
colleges who provided us with data this year were able to identify the learners 
in their institutions who were either looked after children or care leavers.  
In total these 26 colleges identified 1329 learners who were looked after 
children or care leavers.  
 
Within these colleges, 55 out of every 10,000 learners were a looked after 
child or care leaver (the same rate as in 2012-13). This is a notably higher 
rate than in QM universities, reflecting greater participation among looked 
after children and care leavers in further than higher education.  

Characteristics	  of	  care	  leavers	  at	  Quality	  Mark	  Further	  
Education	  colleges	  

Gender	  
58% of those looked after children and care leavers (LAC / CL) identified at 
QM colleges were male and 42% were female (60% male and 40% female in 
2012-13). This is a marked contrast to the opposite gender balance of those 
care leavers engaged in higher education at QM universities and may hint at 
different routes through education taken by young men and women.  

Age	  
The majority of LAC / CL identified at QM colleges are in the 16 to 18 age-
bracket. This is a challenging time for all young people but it is a particularly 
demanding period for those young people who are making the transition out of 
care and therefore experiencing significant changes in their support systems 
and, often, their living environments. Strong support from college can be vital 
to a young person at this stage.  
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Age	  of	  learners	  
who	  were	  
looked	  after	  
children	  or	  care	  
leavers	  

2012-‐13	   2013-‐14	  

Under	  16	   3%	   3%	  
16-‐18	   75%	   69%	  
19-‐21	   15%	   18%	  
22-‐24	   2%	   4%	  
25+	   5%	   2%	  

 

Disability	  
The proportion of LAC / CL at college who self-declared a learning difficulty, 
disability or health problem was notably higher than that among FE learners 
overall, and also considerably higher than in 2012-13. This is consistent with 
the above average levels of disability among looked after children as well as 
the above average levels of disability among students at QM universities. As 
with those students studying at university, the high prevalence of disability 
among looked after children and care leavers in FE highlights the extra 
importance of ensuring that these learners are aware of and able to access all 
the additional support services available to them.  
 
 

LAC	  /	  CL	  who	  declare	  
a	  learning	  difficulty,	  
disability	  or	  health	  
problem	  2012-‐13	  

LAC	  /	  CL	  who	  declare	  
a	  learning	  difficulty,	  
disability	  or	  health	  
problem	  2013-‐14	  

All	  learners	  who	  
declare	  a	  learning	  
difficulty,	  disability	  
or	  health	  problem4	  

20%	   30%	   15%	  
 

                                            
4 See .gov.uk FE Data Library for further details. Data relate to academic year 2011/12 
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistical-data-sets/fe-data-library-further-education-and-
skills 
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Level	  of	  study	  
Learners were spread across a range of levels but weighted towards the entry 
level of the Qualifications framework.  
 

Level	  of	  study5	  

Percentage	  of	  LAC	  /	  CL	  
identified	  studying	  at	  
this	  level	  2012-‐13	  

Percentage	  of	  LAC	  /	  CL	  
identified	  studying	  at	  
this	  level	  2013-‐14	  

QCF pre-entry level / SQCF 
levels 1-3 37% 40% 

QCF level 1 / SQCF level 4 
 23% 23% 

QCF level 2 / SQCF level 5 
 22% 17% 

QCF level 3 / SQCF level 6 
 16% 14% 

QCF level 4 or 5 / SCQF level 
7 or 8 2% 6% 

QCF level 6 or above / SCQF 
level 9 or above <1% 0% 

 

Achievements	  and	  retention	  
Of the 1329 learners identified who enrolled in college in 2013-14, 65% (870 
learners) achieved their personal learning aim and for 90% (n=870) of those 
learners, that meant achieving a qualification.   
 
During the year 18% (239) of LAC / CL learners withdrew from their courses. 
That is a higher proportion than in 2012-13 (10%). Although it is impossible to 
say with 2 years’ data whether this constitutes a trend, it is an area for 
colleges to keep monitoring in future years.  
 
For many learners withdrawals were the result of personal circumstances that 
made it difficult to continue learning, including: 

• Accommodation breakdown / tenancy problems 
• Not ready to engage in education 
• Pregnancy 
• Attendance or behavioural issues.  

 
However withdrawal is not always a sign of personal difficulties. There were 
also many reports of students withdrawing for other reasons such as: 

• Gaining employment 
• Moving to another area and transferring colleges 
• Changing courses.   

                                            
5 QCF is the Qualifications and Credit Framework, relevant in England and Wales. SQCF is 
the Scottish Qualifications and Credit Framework, relevant in Scotland only. For details on 
how they compare, see here: http://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/46862.html  
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Support	  offered	  and	  provided	  to	  students	  with	  a	  care	  background	  
 
We asked colleges for a range of qualitative information about the support 
they have offered to LAC / CL learners during 2013-14. The following is a 
summary of their responses.  

Identifying	  looked	  after	  children	  and	  care	  leavers	  
Being able to identify new learners who are looked after or care leavers is key 
to being able to offer them effective support. The FE colleges participating in 
the Quality Mark have strong identification mechanisms. Each takes a slightly 
different approach but a key theme throughout is multiple points of 
identification / opportunities for disclosure.  
 
These include: 
• Referral from local authorities 
• Referrals from schools 
• Close working relationships with virtual schools 
• Referral by other FE departments e.g. accommodation, bursaries.  
• Self-identification on application and enrolment. This often takes the 

form of a tick box on application and enrolment form or may happen 
informally at interview.  

 
Most colleges do not rely on just one of these approaches but take every 
opportunity they can to identify care leavers and looked after children. This 
means that learners can be identified and offered appropriate support not 
just at enrolment but whenever the need arises during their studies.  

Raising	  aspirations	  and	  encouraging	  participation	  
22 colleges told us about how they work to raise aspiration and encourage 
applications from looked after children. These include similar mechanisms to 
those used within the Widening Participation work in higher education, with a 
focus on building and maintaining contact with the professionals who work 
with looked after children. Examples included:   
• Established liaisons with local authorities and councils, Virtual School 

Heads, Youth Charities and other colleges 
• Promotion of the Quality Mark on FE website 
• Offering summer schools for care leavers 
• Appointment of a schools transitions co-ordinator who acts as a key 

point of contact for LAC / CL 
• Providing “progression mentors” for LAC / CL 
• Visits to residential units where looked after children live.  

Supporting	  the	  transition	  to	  college	  
23 colleges described details of how they support looked after children and 
care leavers during their transition to college. Mechanisms included: 
• Pre-entry information sessions for both LAC and their family / carers 
• Bespoke transition planning for LAC / CL 
• Sending welcome emails and letter to those who have declared their 

status with information about bursaries and a named contact 
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• Paying for travel expenses for prospective students to attend open days 
• Having a designated member of staff offering 1:1 meetings, help with 

application and interview process up 

Ongoing	  support	  	  
23 colleges also described to us the support they offer to LAC / CL on an on-
going basis to support them through their time at college and enabling them to 
succeed beyond. Activities include: 

• PEP, Post 16 Education Pathway Plan, Personalised Learning 
Programme  

• Monitoring of LAC / CL learners’ reviews of the college 
• Monitoring of attendance and retention 
• Named contact holds regular meetings with learners throughout the 

academic year 
• Designated staff ensure that LAC/CL get guaranteed bursaries, 

covering of additional costs e.g. books, lunch, course equipment, etc.  
• Two colleges made a special mention of sexual health, e.g. chlamydia 

screening and condom distribution  
• Help with applications for HE and student loans. 
• Help with the costs of interview clothing in preparation for moving on 

from FE.  

Financial	  support	  	  
LAC / CL learners aged under 19 are very likely to be eligible for the 16-19 
Bursary (England) or Educational Maintenance Allowance (NI, Wales and 
Scotland). Across all the colleges who responded 833 LAC / CL learners were 
known to have taken up these bursaries / funds in 2013-14. This tallies closely 
with the number of learners aged 16-19 identified in total (819) suggesting 
that these learners are all routinely being offered and enabled to access this 
money. This is a significant step forward as we noted in 2012-13 that there 
were a number of 16-19 year olds who appeared not to be receiving this.  
 
There is considerably less financial support available to over 19s in Further 
Education from central government. It also becomes more difficult for care 
leavers to access support from their local authorities if they leave education 
and then return post-19. This means financial support can be harder to come 
by for learners aged over 19.  
 
However most colleges are aware of this gap and have created their own 
support mechanisms to ensure that older learners, including care leavers, are 
able to access financial support: 19 out of 25 colleges (73%) telling us they 
offer financial support for over 19s. The kind of financial support on offer 
includes:  

• Discretionary payments (grants and loans) 
• Bursary funds (often with priority for care leavers) 
• Making use of the Adult Learner Support Fund to support care leavers.  
• Subsidizing travel and equipment costs.  
• Providing vouchers for supermarket shopping.  
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The	  wider	  sector	  working	  together	  for	  care	  leavers	  and	  looked	  
after	  children	  
Universities and colleges are at the core of the Quality Mark but the reports 
they have sent us over the last three years have highlighted the huge 
importance of partnership working and relationships with other agencies to 
ensure that students are identified and receive the very best support possible. 
Below is a brief summary of some of the networks and organisations that 
universities and colleges told us they were working with in 2013-14. There are 
many others who have also been part of networks over the years; this is just a 
snapshot of the wider network that is working to support looked after children 
and care leavers in education. 
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Concluding	  remarks	  
 
Although we have long known that the educational outcomes for young 
people with a background in care are, on average, worse than their peers, the 
national level data available tells us little about those young people who do go 
on to further and higher education. Over a number of years Quality Mark 
institutions have helped us to fill that gap by working hard to identify those 
students within their institutions and provide us with the information that 
makes up these reports.  
 
This is the final report we will be publishing on care-experienced students at 
QM institutions but this, and previous years’ reports, will remain available to 
universities and colleges as a resource to help understand the circumstances 
and needs of LAC / CL in further and higher education, as well as highlighting 
the variety of work going on across the sector to support those students.  
 
We would like to thank all those Quality Mark members who have taken the 
time over the years to provide this information and who continue to work hard 
to enable care leavers and looked after children to succeed in their education.  
 


