
It’s time to talk about smoking 

 

The quitting dividend for tenants and landlords demonstrates that urgent action is needed to 

reduce the inequality in smoking rates between housing tenures. That’s why Action on 

Smoking and Health (ASH) are calling on social housing providers to: 

 

Engage proactively with local stop smoking services 

CASE STUDY: 

At the start of 2018, the Greater Manchester Health and Social Care partnership 

funded a 3-month e-cigarette pilot, delivered by local housing association Salix Homes 

and the Salford stop smoking service. Vouchers given to housing association tenants 

were exchanged for a free e-cigarette starter kit. Demand to participate was extremely 

high, with over 1,000 smokers receiving a voucher. Participants were monitored and 

provided with support, and at the end of the pilot 63% had quit smoking – a huge 

success. 

 

Work with tenants to identify smokers, and track whether they have been offered advice 

and support to quit 

CASE STUDY: 

Leicester City Council’s public health and housing teams have been working 

collaboratively to find out if their tenants smoke and whether they would like to live in 

designated smokefree housing, if it were available. Additional surveying is planned to 

find out more about tenants’ smoking habits and whether they want to stop smoking. 

This information will be used to plan next steps, allowing the council to make the 

changes their tenants want to see.  

 

Consider opportunities to work collaboratively with local NHS and public health teams 

to engage tenants in health promotion activity 

CASE STUDY: 

Smokefree Sheffield, a collaborative partnership of local organisations in Sheffield 

including housing and public health teams, developed a simple smokefree homes 

pledge for residents. The pledge raises awareness of the dangers of secondhand 

smoke exposure to children in the home and commits households to go smokefree to 

protect them - it is engaging and includes space for personal messages to keep the 

whole household motivated. Smokefree Sheffield plan to adapt this pledge, with 

messages tailored for different quitting incentives and residents. 

 

More information… 

See ASH’s 2018 report, Smoking in the home: New solutions for a smokefree generation, for 

more information on the need for comprehensive action across the housing sector to reduce 

the harm caused by smoking in the home. 

http://ash.org.uk/information-and-resources/local-resources/the-quitting-dividend-for-tenants-and-landlords/
https://www.smokefreesheffield.org/
https://www.smokefreesheffield.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/Smokefree-Homes-Commitment-Card.pdf
https://www.smokefreesheffield.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/Smokefree-Homes-Commitment-Card.pdf
http://ash.org.uk/information-and-resources/reports-submissions/reports/smoking-in-the-home-new-solutions-for-a-smokefree-generation/

