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Thank you for your interest in becoming a Lay Member of our Pain Collaborative Steering Group. 
 
The new Crohn’s and Colitis UK Research Strategy goes beyond our annual open call, by looking to 
establish a multi-centred collaborative research programme, aimed at a specific research theme with 
the potential to identify and answer several questions that relate to the theme. 
 
Our Research Strategy and Funding Committee have approved the following theme to be explored 
within the charity’s first Collaborative Network: 
 
‘How can pain be most effectively managed in people with IBD’ 
 
We have an agreed budget to support this programme, from which we will be able to start funding 
projects from Jan 2019. 
 
To help with this work, the charity is seeking to recruit two dedicated lay Pain Collaborative steering 
group members. 
 
The role of the steering group is to help identify areas of research currently underdeveloped and to 
produce targeted research calls to fill in these gaps and ultimately stimulate research within the field of 
pain and IBD. This will help us to answer key questions which remain elusive such as why people with IBD 
who are in remission still suffer with pain and what are the best treatments for this subset of patients.  
 
In this pack you will find some essential information about the role of a Lay Research PCNSG member, 
the commitment and some general information about the charity so that you can decide whether you 
would like to apply.  
 
If you feel you can meet the commitment required and would like to be considered further, please send 
a CV and brief personal statement highlighting interest and suitability for the role to Nikul Bakshi, 
Research Programme Lead by the closing date of 4pm on Friday 21st December. For more details please 
read the ‘How to Apply’ section at the end of the pack.  
 
Shortlisted candidates will be interviewed by Crohn’s & Colitis UK.  
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About US 
 

 

  Our Vision 
 

We want to see a world in which people’s lives are not limited by Crohn’s or Colitis. 
 
Our Mission 
 
We work with everyone affected by Crohn’s & Colitis and help them achieve a better quality of life 
by providing support, improving services and ultimately finding a cure. 

 
Our Values 

As a charity we work to an ethos of shared values. These are: 

• Compassion 
• Inclusion 
• Collaboration 
• Empowerment 

• Excellence 

 
What we do 

 
We lead the battle against Crohn’s Disease and Ulcerative Colitis and we won’t stop until we’ve won. 

 
Crohn’s & Colitis UK is the leading UK charity in the battle against Crohn’s Disease and Ulcerative 
Colitis. We are fighting to achieve a better quality of life for the 300,000 people in the UK suffering 
physically and emotionally from these and other forms of Inflammatory Bowel Disease (IBD). 
Ultimately, we want to find a cure. 

 
For more than 35 years, we’ve been working with and for patients and their families, the nurses, 
doctors, and all those that work in healthcare that treat them, and the policymakers who can bring 
about change. 

 
• We provide high quality information and support to enable people to manage their conditions. 

We believe people living with Crohn’s and Colitis should be able to live their lives to the 
fullest. 

 
• We work with the UK health sector to improve diagnosis, treatment and management of 

IBD. We want everyone with the conditions to have access to the best specialist services. 
 
• We support life-changing research to increase knowledge of the causes and the best 

treatments for Crohn’s and Colitis. We want to improve lives now, and lead the mission 
to find a cure. 

 
• We campaign vigorously alongside the IBD community and our partners – for more 

knowledge, better services and more support for our ongoing fight against IBD. 

 
Join our fight against Inflammatory Bowel Disease. 

 
Further information 
www.crohnsandcolitis.org.uk 

http://www.crohnsandcolitis.org.uk/
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Being a Lay Research Award Panel Member 
 

 

Qualifications and experience 
 
No specific qualifications are required to be a lay member of the Pain Collaborative Steering 
Group; however, you should have relevant experience which will enable you to make a positive 
contribution. Applicants must have Crohn’s or Ulcerative Colitis and have experience with 
pain associated with either condition. It would be preferable to have some experience of 
health sciences or research and previous experience sitting on a research committee/steering 
group will also be advantageous. However, these are not prerequisites for membership and all 
applications will be considered.   
 

What do we expect from a Lay Research Award Panel Member 
 
Role and responsibilities 
 
 

• To voice your personal experience of pain and IBD.  
 

• To identify areas of unmet need in the field of pain management and IBD research. 
 

• To use the areas identified to form targeted research calls for funding.  
 

• To promote the collaborative network where possible. 
 

• To attend and participate in a minimum of two meetings a year. 
 

• Share networks and contacts for the promotion of the pain collaborative network. 
 

• Undertake ad hoc tasks from time to time where the need might arise. 
 

• To have input into reviewing applications received in response to our targeted calls 
and making recommendations to the Crohn’s & colitis UK’s Research strategy and 
funding committee. 

 

• Membership will be for a 3-year period. 
 
 
 
 
 

Declarations and Requirements 
 
You will be asked to complete a declaration of any conflict of interest via the 
“Confidentiality and Conflict of Interest for steering group members form”. 
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What we offer 

Crohn’s & Colitis UK are offering 2 people the opportunity to work with top researchers in 
the field of pain management and IBD. In doing so, they will help shape the IBD research 
landscape in order to improve the lives of those with Crohn’s and Ulcerative Colitis. 

Whilst there is no remuneration attached for being a Lay member of the steering group, 
travel and other reasonable expenses will be reimbursed, including, if necessary, the cost of 
overnight.  

How to apply 

To apply, please submit an up-to-date CV (ideally no more than two sides of A4) and 
supporting statement (no more than one side of A4) outlining why you wish to become a Lay 
Pain Collaborative Steering Group member, the contribution you feel you could make and 
any relevant experience.   

Applications should be emailed to paincollaborative@crohnsandcolitis.org.uk or can be 
posted to: 

Research Team 
Crohn’s and Colitis UK, 
1 Bishop Square, 
Hatfield Business Park, 
AL10 9NE 

mailto:paincollaborative@crohnsandcolitis.org.uk


Crohn’s and Colitis UK is the working name for the National Association for Colitis and Crohn’s 

Disease. Charity registered in England and Wales Number 1117148, Scotland Number SC038632. 

A company limited by guarantee in England: Company number 5973370. 


