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Building a new
Chase Farm Hospital
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Just over a year to go before our
new hospital opens …
The countdown has begun and we are on target to open the new Chase Farm Hospital in autumn 2018.
The new hospital will provide out-patient services including diagnostics, musculoskeletal therapies and
women’s services, an urgent care centre for both adults and children and an older persons assessment unit,
theatres, day surgery, 50 surgical in-patient beds, endoscopy and medical day cases including a chemotherapy
unit. Natalie Forrest, chief executive of Chase Farm Hospital, said: “This is an incredibly exciting time for us.
Everyone is working very hard on this project and we can’t wait to be in our new home.”
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Celebrating
new therapy
gardens in
Highlands Wing
Two gardens which have been designed to help
support patient care, rehabilitation and recovery
are now open at Chase Farm Hospital.
The gardens were funded thanks to a generous
donation from Chase Farm Charity.

Construction work is progressing
at an exciting pace, keeping to
both time and budget.
It’s now possible to see how the new Chase Farm
Hospital will look as the scaffolding has finally
come down. But lots is going on inside as well. All
of the plasterboard walls within the hospital have
been constructed and we are now carrying out
installation of the electrical and plumbing systems
throughout. We are also installing lifts in the new
building and the first ones are now operational.
Upcoming works include road junction alterations
to the front of the hospital. When complete this will
provide a new vehicle and pedestrian access, as well
as the introduction of a filter lane on The Ridgeway
to help ease congestion. Work began at the end of
July and will continue until December.

The first of the two gardens is a dementia care
garden, which uses colour, scent and visual
stimulation to evoke memories. It recreates a
residential street from the post-war era, complete with
period shop fronts, street lamps and even a real Mini.
The second garden is aimed at patients recovering
from a stroke. It is based on a Japanese design and
provides a tranquil haven for patients for whom
the noise of a busy ward can be overwhelming, as
well as a quiet place for family and friends to visit.
It also incorporates a gardening project with raised
beds to enable patients to participate in gardening
activities, all designed to support recovery.
Natalie Forrest, chief executive of Chase Farm
Hospital, said: “These therapy gardens are an
amazing resource for patients, staff and visitors.
They aim to be an example of best practice that
other trusts can learn from.”

Landscaping is due to begin around the new
building. The works will include the construction
of a dedicated service yard, installation of a
glass entrance canopy to the west side and new
footpaths around the building.
Finally, we are saying farewell to the two tower
cranes from the site. The cranes have been a good
skyline landmark for the project for over 12 months
now but now they have served their purpose and
need to give way to the landscaping works.
We are carefully planning the redevelopment so
that all services remain operational throughout
construction and disruption to patients is minimised.
Patient and member of staff in
the stroke rehabilitation garden

Signposting us
to a new future
Our new sign has just gone up on the side of the new
hospital and can be clearly seen from our multi-storey car
park. Chase Farm Hospital joined the Royal Free London NHS
Foundation Trust in 2014 and so the sign reflects our trust status.

Our apprentices

Edmund Sully
and Davey Xhika

Local apprentices have been given the opportunity to climb the
workplace ladder on the new Chase Farm Hospital construction site.
Edmund Sully, 38, and Davey Xhika, 19, both live in Enfield and both
attended Enfield College, where they studied plumbing. Now they’ve
been offered full time jobs as apprentice plumbers on site and are
learning a whole host of new skills.
Both apprentices are supervised on the job and are being given tasks such as being
responsible for the stores, which helps them learn the names of all the equipment,
as well as cutting and threading pipes.
Steve Williams, senior site manager from primary contractor Integrated Health Projects
(IHP), said: “We are keen to promote construction within the local neighbourhood and
show people this can be an interesting career. We’re looking for people who have that
desire to learn and develop. I love this job, it’s great to be able to point out iconic
buildings and tell people you’ve been involved with the build.”

Clinical services
Work to enable the smooth relocation of clinical services and teams is moving fast. A group
of clinicians have been meeting regularly to exchange ideas and make plans for the delivery
of their services in new and innovative ways. The next step is to put the plans in writing as we
develop our new Standing Operating Procedures. This will be the guide to how everything will
operate safely and efficiently.
A regular schedule of visits to the site means staff are already getting the opportunity to see the building
develop and familiarise themselves with the new hospital layout.
All staff will be trained to use the new equipment and technology
in the building. A comprehensive training programme will
be put in place to help make sure staff and volunteers are
familiar with every element of working in the new hospital
before it opens to patients.
Any staff with questions about the redevelopment
will be invited to attend a monthly meeting.
Site visit by staff
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HOS P I TA L

A panoramic view of the whole site can be seen from the
viewing platform at the top of the multi-storey car park
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Rooms with
a view

On the third floor we have completed
the fit-out of an en-suite bay within
the wards. This allows those
visiting the project to see a
glimpse of what the rest
of the building will look
like on the inside when
complete. Staff tell us
they love the size of the
rooms, the great views and
increased privacy for patients.

“It’s great to get the
opportunity to come here ahead
of the move. If you get the
chance to do a site tour do it!”
Obi Azubika,
healthcare assistant

Raymond George, healthcare
assistant visiting the new bay

“It’s a lovely bright building. I like how
the consulting rooms are close to the
waiting area. This means there’s a lot
less walking involved for patients. Now
I just can’t wait to get in here.”

New residential
development
A parcel of land has been sold to Linden Homes
who are proposing to build 138 family homes and
apartments, including key worker accommodation.
For more information visit www.lindenhomes.co.uk/
community/london/chase-farm.

Staying informed

Jenny Law, senior sister in charge of
main outpatients department

“It’s interesting to
see how we
will all be working
together as ther
e
won’t be separate
wards. I think this
will lead to more
collaboration.”
Nefreteria Dunca
n, ward manager

For more information, including the latest images of
the site, artist’s impressions and a time-lapse film of
construction, visit www.royalfree.nhs.uk/chasefarm.
Our next public event takes place on 11 October from
6.30-8pm at the Dugdale Centre, Enfield. We will
advertise the date online and in the local media, as
well as informing members of our mailing list. If you
would like to be included on the circulation list please
email rf.cfhstakeholders@nhs.net.
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Trust takes handover of new hospital. There
will be a three month commissioning period
to get services operational in the new build.
Service transition will be planned so that there
is minimal disruption to the overall operational
running of the old and new hospitals.

New hospital opens

New link road
work commences

Full project completion
(including Highlands
wing, link road, all
external works)

