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Welcome to the Royal Free London members’ newsletter, your monthly update on 

developments and events at the trust. A pdf version of this newsletter is available on our 

website 

1. Trust celebrates first anniversary 
 
On 1 July, the Royal Free London NHS Foundation Trust 
celebrated the first anniversary of the acquisition of Barnet 
Hospital (BH) and Chase Farm Hospital (CFH). 
 
The acquisition created one of the biggest trusts in the 
country, employing more than 10,000 staff and serving 1.6 
million patients across 30 sites in north London and 
Hertfordshire. Read more about it here. 
 

  

2.  Annual members’ meeting 

The trust welcomed members, patients, public and staff to 
its annual members meeting on 22 July 2015, 6-8pm in the 
Sir William Wells Atrium, Royal Free Hospital, Pond Street, 
NW3 2QG.Over 100 people attended this event.  

 

Richard Lindley, lead governor of the council of governors 

who hold the trust to account, said: “As governors we are 

volunteers. But our great strength is that most of us are 

elected by you. We represent you and the annual members’ meeting is your chance to come 

and tell us what you really think about the Royal Free London.”  
 

  

 
3. Royal Free SALT becomes top bishop 

A former speech and language therapist (SALT) at the Royal 
Free Hospital became the most senior female bishop in the 
Church of England (CofE) this month.  

On 22 July the Venerable Rachel Treweek, Archdeacon of 
Hackney, was consecrated as the Bishop of Gloucester, 
taking over from the Right Reverend Michael Perham who 
retired in November.   Read more about it here. 

  

 
 

https://www.royalfree.nhs.uk/patients-visitors/get-involved-in-our-hospital/become-a-trust-member/member-newsletters/
https://www.royalfree.nhs.uk/patients-visitors/get-involved-in-our-hospital/become-a-trust-member/member-newsletters/
https://www.royalfree.nhs.uk/news-media/news/trust-celebrates-first-anniversary/
https://www.royalfree.nhs.uk/news-media/news/royal-free-salt-becomes-top-bishop/


 
4. A&E staff remember 7/7 

In the hours following London’s July 7 2005 bombings, the Royal Free Hospital was one of 
several hospitals to receive those injured in the attacks. A 
decade on, staff have recalled those crucial few hours in 
the emergency department. 

Throughout the morning and into the afternoon, 62 
bombing victims passed through the hospital’s 
emergency department suffering serious burns, shrapnel 
injuries, smoke inhalation, burst ear drums and shock. 
Read more about it here.  
 

  

 

5. RFL to train Japanese clinical staff 

The Royal Free London (RFL) has signed a landmark agreement to provide training to student 
nurses, teaching staff and medical professionals from Japan. 

On Tuesday 7 July, Eikei Suzuki, governor of Mie 
Prefecture, Japan, visited the Royal Free Hospital with a 
15-strong delegation of public officials and academics from 
the Mie Prefectural College of Nursing to sign a 
memorandum of understanding with the trust. 

The agreement, which is the first of its kind between the 
RFL and Japan, will see Mie Prefecture students attend 
classes and observe maternity, elderly and dementia care 
at the trust. Read more about it here.  

  

6. Nursing Times award nominations 

Nurses at the Royal Free London were nominated for two Nursing 
Times awards.  Kay Greveson, clinical nurse specialist for 
inflammatory bowel disease (IBD), was nominated in the 
continence promotion and care category after she set up a travel-
advice website for patients with IBD; while the nurses who cared 
for three Ebola patients in the high level isolation unit (HLIU) have 
been nominated for team of the year. 
 
Kay said she was delighted with her nomination and added: “I put 
a lot of work into the website so I am very happy that it’s been 
recognised”.  Read more about it here.  
 
  

7. Chase Farm urgent care centre relocation 

The Royal Free London has confirmed the dates when a number of services at Chase Farm 
Hospital will move elsewhere on the Chase Farm site over the next month. 

The urgent care centre, which provides a walk-in service for minor injuries and illnesses, will 
move overnight on 4 August; from 5 August it will be located immediately opposite the Hunters 
Way entrance to the hospital site. Opening hours will remain unaffected. Read more about it 
here. 

https://www.royalfree.nhs.uk/news-media/news/ae-staff-remember-7-7/
https://www.royalfree.nhs.uk/news-media/news/rfl-to-train-japanese-medical-staff/
https://www.royalfree.nhs.uk/news-media/news/nursing-times-award-nominations/
https://www.royalfree.nhs.uk/news-media/news/chase-farm-urgent-care-centre-to-move-4-august/


8. Massage service expands 
 
As part of its expansion plans, the Royal Free Charity is now offering 

complementary therapy massage at BH. The service provides 

treatment that reduces pain and anxiety, helping patients to cope with 

their illness and being in hospital. Read more about it here.  

9. Medicine for members 

The next medicine for members’ event is on 9 September 2015, in the Sir William Wells Atrium, 
Royal Free Hospital, NW3 2QG.  The talk is titled ‘organ donation and transplantation at the 
Royal Free Hospital,’ and will be chaired by patient elected governor Judy Dewinter. To book 
your free place, email rf.membership@nhs.net or phone 020 375 82116/8. 
 

 

10. RFL LGBT forum attend London Pride 
  

Representatives from the Royal Free London’s lesbian, gay, 

bisexual and transgender (LGBT) forum took to the streets of 

London in June to celebrate London Pride. 

Pride is the city’s biggest one-day event, with more than one 
million people typically taking part and is one of the world’s 
biggest LGBT celebrations. Read more about it here.  

Chase Farm services to move over summer  

Chase Farm services to move over summer  

 
As ever, if you know someone who would like to become a member of the Royal Free 
London please direct them to our website to fill in the online membership form.  
 
If you become a member, you will: 
 

 become part of a wide network of patients, carers, local community members and 
staff who support the Royal Free London and have an interest in its future. 

  have a say in how the trust  is run, through voting for governors or by becoming a 
governor yourself. 

 receive regular news from the hospital, including news of research firsts, new 
developments, medical breakthroughs and patient stories. 

 be able to share your views on the Royal Free London in our regular member 
surveys, the results of which are fed back into the hospital. 

 receive regular invitations to our medicine for members’ events, where senior 
clinicians from the trust host talks on topics of interest and you can meet other 
members. 

 receive a copy of the governors’ annual report, which reports back to you, the 
members, on the work our governors have been doing on your behalf. 

 
You can contact the membership office with any queries about membership or the newsletter.  
Email: rf.membership@nhs.net  or Tel:  020 375 82118. 
 
We hope that you find these updates interesting. However if you do not wish to receive monthly 

updates from the Royal Free London any more please email us. 
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