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Welcome to the Royal Free London members’ newsletter, your monthly update on 

developments and events at the trust. A pdf version of this newsletter is available on our 

website 

1.  Free London named ‘top hospital’ 
 
The Royal Free London was named a top hospital for 2015 by CHKS, 
a healthcare consultancy firm at an award ceremony in London on 19 
May. David Sloman, the chief executive of the Royal Free London, 
said: “It was nearly a year ago that the Royal Free London acquired 
Barnet Hospital and Chase Farm Hospital and it is thanks to the 
commitment of staff across the whole trust that the new trust is off to 
such a good start.”  
 

To read the full story, click here. 
 

  

2.  New emergency department entrance  

A new entrance to the emergency department (ED) at the Royal Free Hospital is now open. 
The new entrance is to the left of the old entrance and signs are in place to direct staff, 
patients and visitors to the ED, the out-patient lifts and the rest of the hospital. The new 
security office, which is next to the new entrance, is also open. 

For more information click here. 
 

  

3. Friends of Barnet Hospital fund shockwave machine 
 
Royal Free London patients suffering chronic soft tissue pathologies, such as Achilles tendon, 
could be spared multiple hospital visits or even painful surgery after a machine that uses 
shockwaves to promote healing was donated to the trust by the Friends of Barnet Hospital. 
 
Mr Julian Livingstone, consultant podiatrist at Barnet Hospital, 
said: “The idea with the shockwave treatment is that it will resolve 
long standing chronic conditions that have often troubled patients 
for years, by using the body’s own healing process to make the 
patient better. It is a very generous donation by the Friends of 
Barnet Hospital, a wonderful organisation that has always 
provided great support to the hospital. We are very grateful and 
I’m sure the patients that benefit from this treatment will be too.”  

To read more click here. 
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4.  New Staff Governor 
 

The council of governors welcomes a new staff governor, John Kireru. 
John (pictured right), who works as a senior occupational therapist at 
Barnet Hospital, replaces Gary Watts who is leaving the trust on 30 May 
2015.  Gary has made a valued contribution to the council and we wish 
him every success in his new role. John said after receiving his 
invitation to join the council: “This is amazing! Thank you for giving me 
this golden chance. Yes, is the answer to serve the RFH to make it the best place for our 
patients.”  
 

  

5.  Medicine for Members 

Our next medicine for members’ event will discuss pancreatic 
cancer, from early diagnosis to complex surgery.  
 
The event takes place on 4 June from 6-7.30pm in the Sir 
William Wells Atrium at the Royal Free Hospital.   
 
Please book in advance so we can contact you in the case of 
any unexpected changes. Book free by email:  
rf.membership@nhs.net 
 

  

6.  Clinical research portal launched 

A medical research database launched by the Royal Free 
London (RFL) will give patients the chance to find out about the 
ground-breaking clinical trials they could be involved in.   
Dr Adele Fielding, reader in haematology and director of 
research and development at the RFL, said: “Opening up our 
trials database to the public is just another way of helping our 
patients make informed choices about how to move forward 
with their care.” 
 
To read more about the research portal, click here. 
 

  

7. Transplant patient receives royal award 
 
A former Beefeater who had a liver transplant at the Royal Free Hospital said he was 
honoured to have been given an award by Prince Charles last 
month. Idwal Bellis, 65, who was a Yeoman Warder at the Tower 
of London for 20 years, was given the Royal Victoria Medal for 
his services to the crown at Buckingham Palace last month. Mr 
Bellis, who also served in the Welsh Guards for 22 years, said 
being given the honour was “unbelievable”. For the full story, 
click here.  
 
To join the organ donor register call 030 0123 2323. 
 
Look out for our medicine for members on organ transplant in September 2015! 
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As ever, if you know someone who would like to become a member of the Royal Free 
London please direct them to our website to fill in the online membership form.  
 
If you become a member, you will: 
 

 become part of a wide network of patients, carers, local community members and 
staff who support the Royal Free London and have an interest in its future. 

  have a say in how the trust  is run, through voting for governors or by becoming 
a governor yourself. 

 receive regular news from the hospital, including news of research firsts, new 
developments, medical breakthroughs and patient stories. 

 be able to share your views on the Royal Free London in our regular member 
surveys, the results of which are fed back into the hospital. 

 receive regular invitations to our medicine for members’ events, where senior 
clinicians from the trust host talks on topics of interest and you can meet other 
members. 

 receive a copy of the governors’ annual report, which reports back to you, the 
members, on the work our governors have been doing on your behalf. 

  

 
You can contact the membership office with any queries about membership or the newsletter. 

 

Email: rf.membership@nhs.net   

 

Tel:     020 375 82116 

 

We hope that you find these updates interesting. However if you do not wish to receive monthly 

updates from the Royal Free London any more please email us. 
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