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Silver nitrate as a topical 
treatment of stomal granulomas 

Information for patients 
 

This sheet answers common questions about the use of silver nitrate as a topical treatment 
of stomal granulomas. If you would like further information, or have any particular worries, 
please do not hesitate to ask your nurse or doctor. 
 
In all cases, a nurse will explain the treatment to you and answer any questions you may 
have. 

 
What is a granuloma? 
A stomal granuloma is a small red lump that is found on or around the edge of the stoma 
(an opening that connects the bowel to the surface of the stomach). It can be caused   by an 
excess of granulation tissue over the surface of the skin or friction from the stoma pouch. A 
granuloma may cause bleeding and may prevent the pouch from sticking properly 
to your skin if the granuloma is large. This may also cause problems of stool leakage. 
 

What is silver nitrate? 
Silver nitrate is a topical treatment that is used directly on the skin to cauterise (burn) tissue 
around a wound to treat over granulation of skin. It can also be used to help stop or reduce 
bleeding. 
 

Are there any side effects? 
Common 
In some cases, the use of silver nitrate can cause a mild skin injury and the skin may 
appear red and burnt. This will normally heal within three to six days. 
 
Rare or very rare 
Argyria is a very rare condition caused by the build-up of silver in the body over a long 
period of time, this could be after a few months or years depending on the dose you 
receive. Argyria can cause a blue-grey discolouration of the skin, eyes, and internal organs, 
especially in areas of the body exposed to sunlight. 
 
Over exposure of silver nitrate over a long period of time can also cause a very rare 
condition called methaemoglobin. This is a form of abnormal haemoglobin found in red 
blood cells. In patients with methaemoglobinaemia, haemoglobin which normally carries 
oxygen is not able to release the oxygen effectively to body tissues. This can cause 
symptoms such as headaches, shortness of breath, nausea, rapid heart rate, fatigue and 
lethargy, and confusion or loss of consciousness. 
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Applying silver nitrate to the skin 
Silver nitrate is applied to the skin with an applicator stick and you may find this process 
uncomfortable or painful due to the cauterising agent in the product.  
 
The skin around granulomas may take on a bluish-black appearance but this is harmless.  
 
Clothing around the area may also become permanently stained during application so we 
advise that old clothing is worn when having this treatment. 
 
Stomal granulomas are normally treated once a week for four weeks by your stoma clinical 
nurse specialist who will also review the progress of your treatment regularly. It may take 
longer to show improvement depending on the size and condition of your granulomas. 
 
If you notice any reactions to the treatment that concern you, contact the Royal Free 
Hospital stoma team (details can be found below). 
 
Silver nitrate treatment may not be suitable for your stomal granulomas if you have one or 
more of the following: 

• broken skin 

• a known allergy or hypersensitivity to silver 

• if you have previously experienced a severe reaction to silver nitrate treatment 
 

Is there an alternative treatment available? 
If the treatment has not improved your symptoms after four weeks, you may be referred to 
the dermatology service or colorectal surgical team for further advice.  
 

Useful contacts 
Royal Free Hospital stoma team 
Telephone: 020 7830 2693 Monday to Friday 8am-4pm 
Email: rf.stomacare@nhs.net 
 
Colostomy Association  
Telephone: 0800 328 4257 
Website: www.colostomyassociation.org.uk 

 
Ileostomy Association 
Telephone: 0800 0184 724 
Website: www.iasupport.org 
 

 
More information  
For more information about the colorectal surgery service at the Royal Free London, please 
visit our website: www.royalfree.nhs.uk/services/services-a-z/gastroenterology/colorectal-
surgery 
 

Your feedback 
If you have any feedback on this leaflet or for a list of references for it, please email: 
rf.communications@nhs.net 
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Alternative formats 
This leaflet is also available in large print. If you need this leaflet in another format – for 
example Braille, a language other than English or audio – please speak to a member of 
staff. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
© Royal Free London NHS Foundation Trust  
Service: Gastroenterology, stoma care 
Version number: 1  
Approval date: February 2022 
 Review date: February 2024 
www.royalfree.nhs.uk 

http://www.royalfree.nhs.uk/

