
 Sept 2013 

The Royal Free London NHS Foundation Trust  Stroke Service 

Transient Ischaemic Attack Referral Protocol (GP) 
Refer sudden-onset focal loss of neurological function or sudden-onset painless monocular visual loss. 

These patients have a high risk of stroke within a few days, so refer immediately.  [Stroke Team: file this form in notes] 

 

Patient details Name: DOB: Age: 

Address: 

Telephone (mandatory): NHS Number: 

GP details Name: Event dates/times Date Time 

Practice: 

 

Onset of index event   

Telephone (bypass number): Referral received   
 

Atypical onset features 
If ‘Yes’ to any of these at onset, TIA is an 
unlikely diagnosis, so consider alternative 
referral route.  If in doubt discuss with 
Neurology Dr* (see bottom of page). 

 Yes No 

Gradual onset or spread of symptoms   

Seizure or loss of consciousness   

Transient amnesia   

Isolated vertigo with no other cranial nerve features   
 

Brief description of attack.   
Please also attach referral letter with details of 
PMH, DH, allergies etc. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

ABCD2 score used to assess stroke risk ONLY if pt 
has had TIA.   

 ABCD2 score - Circle one score for each category. 

Age 
60 years or older 1 

Less than 60 years 0 

BP 
Systolic ≥ 140 or diastolic ≥ 90 1 

Systolic < 140 and diastolic < 90 0 

Clinical 
features 

Unilateral weakness (+/- speech) 2 

Disturbance in speech only 1 

Others 0 

Duration 

60 minutes or longer 2 

10 - 59 minutes 1 

< 10 minutes 0 

Diabetes 
Known diabetic 1 

Not known to be diabetic 0 

Enter total of circled scores (range 0 – 7)  

 

 

Is the patient currently 
experiencing symptoms? 

For patients with a diagnosis of 
suspected TIA, complete this referral 
form and send via email  
rf.tia-referrals@nhs.net 
Give aspirin 300mg stat † 
 

 

ACUTE STROKE PATHWAY 
If within 4 ½ hour thrombolysis window, blue light to 
HASU.  If not, call HASU SpR on 07753739286.   

(Acute stroke pathway protocol on freenet) 

WEEKEND 
RFH does not run a weekend service. 
Therefore between Friday midday til 
Monday 0900, please refer patients to 
the UCLH HASU via HASU SPr 
07753739286 

 

No
 
 
 
  

Referral 
algorithm 

Yes
 
  

 
  

 
  

The referral form will be triaged by our stroke 
consultants; we will arrange to see the patient 
within 24hrs. 

RFH Neurology Dr contact numbers: 
 Weekday and weekend in hours (9am – 9pm) bleep 
2548 
 
†Do not give aspirin if contraindicated or if symptoms 
not resolved. DO NOT GIVE ANTIPLATELETS if patient 
on warfarin/oral anticoagulation 

  

mailto:rf.tia-referrals@nhs.net

