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SUMMARY
Aims
The aim of the proposed project is to take the first steps towards a vision of a Centre for Spiritual
Activism, with three strands to the project: Education, Events and Research.

Key Highlights
•

A programme for one year of Transformers (an after-school club for 5-10 year olds)
has been developed and delivered in Malvern.

•

A second group in Evesham has started.

•

A programme for Transformers::GameChangers (years 6-9) is in preparation.

•

Promotion at Evesham Green Fayre.

•

Collaboration with Unitarian youth leaders.

•

Session at Malvern Festival of Ideas ‘The Wishing Tree’, by Bernadette Russell.

•

A Parachute Fun Programme for 2020/2021 has been written.

•

A Delta Course has started in Malvern.

Next Steps
The next steps are to continue developing material for Transformers; to ramp up the Research
element of the project; to investigate a programme for pre-school ages; to complete the Delta
course.
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1. INTRODUCTION
It has been an exciting and unexpected year. New ventures have started in Malvern. There have been
difficulties, not least with floods and a global pandemic, but these in themselves have provided opportunities.
This document provides a brief report covering progress on the project, Centre for Spiritual Activism Year
1. There are three elements to the project: Education, Events and Research.
1. Education. This comprises two main components:
Activities for 5-10 year olds (Transformers): Development and production of educational material,
promotion of the group; delivery of the programme.
Delta course. Production of course packs and course delivery.
2. Events. Production of publicity of Centre for Spiritual Activism for the 2020 Malvern Festival of
Ideas. Support for two speakers (Peter Tatchell and Julian Baggini) and an Activity Day led by Bernadette Russell.
3. Research. Development of the concept of the Centre for Spiritual Activism. This will require discussions with leaders and stakeholders both in Malvern and nationally.
We report on activities in each three main areas. There are areas where we would have liked to make
more progress, but also there are others where we have made progress in unexpected ways. We have
adapted the programme to respond to the current coronavirus situation.
Further work is summarised briefly.
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2. EDUCATION
Transformers
Transformers is an activity group for children who want to make a
difference in the world. The Transformers programme is for 5-10
year olds and has almost completed a first full year. It is about:

Transforming Ourselves: Searching for truth and meaning.
Recognising the inherent worth and dignity of every person.
Transforming Others: Striving for justice, equity and compassion in human relations. Accepting others and providing encouragement to spiritual growth.
Transforming the World: Working for peace. Caring for our
world. Respecting the interdependent web of all existence.
There are five main themes, or Rays, that are explored during a year: Science, Creativity, Our World, Philosophy and Religion, and Service. The first year programme for Malvern Transformers is given on pages 5
and 6. The main achievements of this project are:
•

A growth in the numbers to a maximum of 24 by December 2019.

•

A programme for a full year has been written and delivered. The group meets on a Friday
evening, for sharing news, discussion, games, fun, crafts.

•

A second, monthly, group has started at Evesham, with a few families attending. This takes
place on a Sunday morning. This has faced some difficulties due to flooding in Worcestershire,
gales, global pandemic, families moving away. However, it is our intention to persevere with
this group.

•

A successful Christmas Talent show, to which parents were invited (60 people attended).

•

Promotion of Transformers at the Evesham Green Fayre. As a result of this, we were invited to
present a Transformers stall at the Battle of Evesham re-enactment in August 2020, but this
has now been postponed until 2021.

•

Collaboration with youth projects in the
wider Unitarian movement, facilitated by
Gavin Howell. This has proved very beneficial.

The coronavirus pandemic has meant that Transformers has not been able to meet since March 2019.
However, we decided to continue the programme
(the completion of the Our World Ray on Taiwan and
the Philosophy and Religion Ray, Do Pussycats Have
Rights and Other BIG Questions) with the production
of a weekly magazine, The Starfish (see page 7), supplemented by online zoom meetings at the usual Friday evening time.
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Service Ray – June – July 2019: Less Plastic is Fantastic
Week 1 – Introduction to the Ray: Plastic – hero or
villain?
Week 2 – Changing to a plastic-free life-style (1)
Kitchen and Dining Room
Week 3 – Changing to a plastic-free life-style (2)
Bathroom and Bedroom
Week 4 – ‘Plastic-free’ party
Week 5 – Campaigning against single-use plastic
Week 6 – Awards and prizes

Science and Technology Ray – October – November 2019: Chemical Wizardry
Week 1 – An Introduction to Chemical Wizardry – a muggles guide to
the Hogwarts curriculum
Week 2 – ‘History of Magic’ – a snapshot of magicians, witches and
wizards through the ages
Week 3 – ‘Honeydukes’ – science related to sweets
Week 4 – Charms and Transfiguration
Week 5 – ‘Potions’ – reactions caused by mixing chemicals
Week 6 – ‘Herbology’ – chemicals derived from plants (the good, the
bad and the ugly)
Week 7 – ‘Defence Against the Dark Arts’ (Forensics)
Week 8 – Hogwarts Party

Creativity Ray – November – December 2019: The Transforming Arts
Week 1 – Craftivism – Different ways to encourage people to change their ways using crafts
Week 2 – Songs – using songs to transform: protest songs, Children in Need, benefits of singing in a choir
Week 3 – Drama and Dance – groups for disabled; drama and dance to increase awareness of issues
Week 4 – Painting, Colouring and Yarn Bombing – classical paintings, graffiti, murals, mindfulness, yarn bombing
Week 5 – Poetry and Rap – poems with a message
Week 6 – Talent Show Dress Rehearsal
Week 7 – Talent Show
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Our World Ray – January – March 2020: Taiwan
Week 1 – Epiphany Party
Week 2 – Introduction to Taiwan
Week 3 – Festivals and Chinese New Year celebration
Week 4 – Physical Geography
Week 5 – Human Geography
Week 6 – Wildlife
Week 7 – Education
Week 8 – Language
Week 9 – Food and visit by Tai-Hua
Week 10 – Sports and Leisure
Week 11 – Folk Tales
Week 12 – (was going to be Easter Party but COVID 19 happened)

Philosophy and Religion Ray – April – June 2020: Do Pussycats Have Rights?
and Other BIG Questions
Week 1 – Do Pussycats Have Rights?
Week 2 – Should Men and Women Be Equal?
Week 3 – Should We Care About the Environment?
Week 4 – Is War Ever Right?
Week 5 – Why Do We Need Rules?
Week 6 – What is Happiness?
Week 7 – What is Truth and Is It Ever Right to Lie?
Week 8 – What is Real?

Service Ray – June – July 2020: The Generation Game
Week 1 – I’m frightened of falling
Week 2 – It’s on the tip of my tongue
Week 3 – I don’t get out like I used to
Week 4 – I’m still worth it
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Covers of the nine issues of The Starfish, produced so far during lockdown.
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Transformers::GameChangers
Transformers::GameChangers is the proposed name of the group for years 6-9. This is planned to start in
September 2020. A programme for this group is currently being developed. This will use the UN Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) as a framework, with material drawn from the UN Yunga (Youth and United Nations Global Alliance) Challenge badges, as well as other sources (e.g. Oxfam, FairTrade, Christian
Aid, TED Ed, Scientists for Global Responsibility, etc). It is also proposed to link in with Unitarian national
youth events at Great Hucklow.

Delta course
A Delta course, written by Matt Carmichael, started in Malvern. This was running successfully until the
Worcester floods and then the global pandemic resulted in its suspension. It is planned to restart the
course at the appropriate time.

Malvern Unitarian Gathering
A new Unitarian fellowship has started, meeting monthly at the Friends Meeting House. Unfortunately,
this has been suspended temporarily due to the coronavirus. It is the plan that this provides the financial
backing to ensure the sustainability of the education programme.
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Parachute Fun
Parachute Fun comprises learning activities (crafts, drama, games) based around a parachute, which is both the stage and a prop used in a session. The basic idea is that
through games, improvised drama and craft activities the context around Bible stories is
introduced in a fun way for primary age children.
Four sessions have been written for 2020, but it is not likely that they will run this year. Under the title,
Surprise, Surprise, the sessions tell stories with surprises and children learn about the history and culture
of the Egyptians, the Assyrians, the Persians and the Samaritans and Jews. A document describing the Parachute Fun concept and giving scripts for the dramas is in preparation. Some crafts have been ordered.

Collaboration
We have been participating in the GA Virtual Youth Support group. This has provided some useful contacts and access to material and ideas that has been beneficial. The Starfish has been promoted nationally
on the UK Unitarian Facebook page with positive feedback.
There is also scope to collaborate with the Active Peace Education project in Malvern run by the Quakers.
This runs courses in primary schools and some of the material developed for Transformers could provide
the basis of a course.

Next Steps
•

Continue to develop material for Transformers

•

Develop a syllabus for Transformers::GameChangers

•

Complete Parachute Fun document

•

Investigate collaboration with Active Peace Education

•

Explore an animated film concept for pre-school children
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3. EVENTS
Evesham Green Fayre
We developed publicity material for the Evesham Green Fayre, which unfortunately took place on one of
the wettest days of the year. However, as a result, we were invited to take up one of the limited stands at
this year’s Battle Of Evesham re-enactment, which has thousands of visitors. This would have been an excellent opportunity to promote Evesham Transformers to families in the area, but the re-enactment has
been postponed to August 2021 due to the coronavirus pandemic.

Malvern Festival of Ideas
We supported a session by Bernadette Russell at
the Malvern Festival of Ideas on a Transformers
theme. Bernadette is an award-winning storyteller
and author of short stories and creative non-fiction
for adults and children, including The Little Book of
Kindness and Be the Change, Make it Happen. She
is also a playwright and poet.
Bernadette led three interactive story-telling and
activity sessions based on her book, The Wishing
Tree.
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4. RESEARCH
This is the part of the programme that has been most affected by the global pandemic. It had been
planned to put the main emphasis of this activity in Spring 2020, but there have been other priorities.
However, initial discussions with other groups in Malvern have taken place (Malvern Pride, FEAST
(Festival of Equality in Arts and Society Through Theatre), Extinction Rebellion, and others) and we visited
Matt Carmichael (co-author of Spiritual Activism) in Leeds to talk about Leeds Tidal, which supports activism in Leeds to be more effective in achieving social, economic and environmental justice, as part of national and international movements for change.

5. NEXT STEPS
This report has attempted to summarise the progress made in Malvern during the first stage of the project. Although much has been achieved, there are areas that require further work. These include
•

Continuing development of the Transformers programme and Transformers::GameChangers;

•

Completion of Parachute Fun; Surprise, Surprise to promote the concept mode widely;

•

Development of a proposal for funding of animated pre-school material;

•

Completion of the Delta Course in Malvern;

•

Research into the concept of Centre for Spiritual Activism.

In summary, it has been a very positive year and we are very grateful for the support from The Hibbert
Trust that has enabled these programmes to be developed and to take place.
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Rosemary Webb
rosemary@malverntransformers.org.uk
01684 565708
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