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Who
Founded in 2005, Helsinki Design Week 
is the largest design festival in  
the Nordic countries. HDW is held 
annually in September.
 
HDW presents the new faces and 
phenomena of design, promotes design 
internationally and offers citizens  
a forum to participate in developing  
the city through design.



“The field of design comprises a great number of small 
actors, and Helsinki Design Week is a unifying force for them. 
The festival creates the image of Finland as a design country, 

and this has improved the prerequisites  
for the field’s operation.”

Anna Valtonen,  
Dean of the Aalto University School  
of Arts,Design and Architecture.



The programme caters to both 
professionals and the general public.

The events are produced by Helsinki 
Design Week and its partners, and  
the programme is completed with  
an open call for events.

Multidisciplinary: the festival presents 
a number of fields of design as well as 
fashion, architecture and urban culture.

What



“As our company has expanded its operations internationally,  
Helsinki Design Week was a great opportunity  

to meet not only interested customers,  
but also potential future partners – both Finnish  

and international.”

Ismo Karjalainen,  
Exhibitor, Plantui Oy



A variety of venues throughout  
the city: from museums to markets, 
from seminar halls to secret shops.

Where



"Helsinki Design Week has been a very important partnership 
for the renewal strategy of the National Museum. The past, 

the present and the future have an important role in the 
museum experience. We have also received plenty of new 

contacts. Good, interesting and aesthetically pleasing design 
has an important role in the future’s National Museum”

Mikael Neuvonen,
The National Museum of Finland

Head of Service Sales and Communications



– A variety of venues throughout the city

– Approximately 200 events from over 100 
organizers

– 120,000 visitors over 11 days 

– Approximately 40 representatives of the 
international press visited Helsinki 
Design Week

– Over 52,500 individual visitors and 
196,000 page views on helsinkidesignweek.
com during the festival

– 14,617 Facebook followers and 
approximately 1,510,000 Google hits

Helsinki Design Week 2015 
in a Nutshell



”Eleven years since HDW was established, the event has 
built a reputation that draws a roster of global designers 

and brands to its exhibition spaces. Yet it is the parity with 
which it treats emerging and established practitioners that 

renders this year’s HDW a success.”

Disegno 28.9.2015
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