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Minutes of the 36th NordicAST meeting

	Venue
	Copenhagen, Clarion Hotel Copenhagen Airport, room Skadi

	Time
	November 26th  (9-17)

	Members 

	Iren H. Löhr (IL), Karianne Wiger Gammelsrud (KG), Christian G. Giske (CG) , Barbara J. Holzknecht (BH), Ulrik Justesen (UJ), Kaisu Rantakokko-Jalava (KR), Anna-Karin Smekal (AS), Annika Wistedt (AW)

	Affiliated or invited
	Erika Matuschek (EM)

	Apologies for absence
	Anu Pätäri-Sampo (AP), Kristjan Helgason (KH),  Robert Skov (RS), Gunnar Kahlmeter (GK), Anne-Mari Rissanen (AR), Arnfinn Sundsfjord (AS), Lise Hulløen-Orø (LH)



	Item
	Subject

	1.
	Chairman’s welcome (IL)


	2.
	Minutes of the 35th NordicAST meeting in Oslo (IL)
 Accepted


	3.
	The working/task list (IL)
Do we need a document to help Nordic laboratories handle the ATUs (NordicAST vs national level)?
· Postponed to next meeting


	4.
	Administrative issues
· Organisation (IL)
· Economy (UJ)


	5.


	News from EUCAST (CG/EM) 
· Expected changes in the EUCAST bp table v.10.0 were reviewed and discussed. The changes are listed in a separate document attached to the minutes. CG will send a document with compiled meningitis bps for comments.

· A preliminary version of the EUCAST bp table v10.0. will be published on 6th December, the final by 2nd  January.


	6.
	Workshop 2020
· MeetAgain: new congress company (IL). 
· IL, UJ, CG, LH to have a Skype meeting with our contact person on 28th November. 
· Will cost about 50 000 SEK.
· Budget (UJ): 
· Preliminary budget presented and accepted
· WS surplus should cover one year expenses. The fees will be as in 2018 (4600 SEK excl VAT).
· Scientific program (CG)
· CG and RS will schedule the current draft and decide on how many and which of the suggested keynote speakers to invite. The updated preliminary program will be circulated before next meeting.Responsible: RS and CG


	7.
	NordicAST bp table v 10.0
Discussion:
· Mecillinam comment (“used also in upper UTI in some countries”) will be kept as it is, and also included in the dosages table (with a link to AFA’s instructions, which will be updated)
· Should all new agents be included or not? New betalactams (treatment options for MDR Gram-negative bacteria) will be included, but e.g. delafloxacin and eravacyclin will not be included.
· Enterobacterales:
· Ampicillin vs salmonella: AKS will look into the evidence (oral ampicillin prolongs excretion?), maybe a comment to be added about reporting, refer to AFA guideline? Responsible: AKS and KG
· Add a row for amoxicillin p.o, bp 32 (test ampicillin, if I with new bp, amoxicillin can be reported S for uncomplicated UTI)
· Aminoglycosides, add to the comment: “For targeted therapy of systemic infections,…”. The bp group will phrase the comment in Nordic languages.
· Arnfinn by Skype: This comment does not necessitate a change in empirical treatment, but there should be a discussion on national level in relevant countries on the need of data to support current empirical treatment guidelines. 
· Staph: ampicillin zone only for S. sapro; delete the row for other staphs
· Ampi, amox (iv. vs po.): there are some inconsistencies over dosages and bp-sheets. Some work will be needed on that. Bp-team will discuss on how to put this in the table. “Oral administration is relevant for urinary tract infections only” may cause problems.
· Enterococci vs trim: suggestion for a comment if tested as S (using ECOFF) could be “The clinical effect of trimethoprim depends on folate concentration in individual patient’s urine…”. If tested as R (using ECOFF) – report as R.
· S. viridans (streptomycin deleted, was copied from ek endocarditis)
· Haemophilus flow chart: will be that of EUCAST, no extra comments needed
The English trunk is ready. The bp-table will be updated after the final version of EUCAST v10.0 is published. The bp-team will have a skype meeting on 18th December. A preliminary version of the NordicAST bp table v10.0. will be circulated before the Stockholm meeting and will be published 1-2 weeks after that. Responsible: BH and the bp-team



	8.



	Methodology documents (All) 
· Enterobacterales: Detection of carbapenemases (ESBL-CARBA)
· The revised document was circulated before the meeting. Please comment within a week. Responsible: All
· Thereafter ESBL-A&M document will be revised accordingly. The two new documents will be published together to replace the old ESBL document. Responsible: The gram-neg group
· Påvisning av glykopeptidresistens hos MRSA
· The gram-positive group suggests this document will be removed and replaced by a link to the respective EUCAST document. This is more for reference laboratories and almost identical with the EUCAST document. Addendum: Since there were no objections, the document will be removed.
· Comment to Haemophilus flow chart
No need for a specific comment with the new flow chart and removal of ATU.


	
9. 



	
EUCAST Consultations
· Ceftolozan-tazobactam bps, new indications (until 12th Dec)
Not discussed in the meeting. 

	10.
	Upcoming meetings (IL)
· Stockholm: New date, March 4th -5th ,2020 (11 am. day 1 to 2 pm. day 2)
· Gothenburg: pre-meeting May 18th, WS May 19th-20th, 2020
· Helsinki September15th-16th (11 am. day 1 to 2 pm. day 2)
· Copenhagen, 1st -2nd December (11 am. day 1 to 2 pm. day 2)


	
11.
	
Any other business
EUCAST warning on gradient  tests and penicillin G vs Pnc was briefly discussed and the general conclusion is that PCG gradient tests from two manufacturers (Etest and MTS) underestimate MICs for S. pneumoniae, most commonly with 1 dilution
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