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EUCAST General Committee 
All European Countries + Countries from outside 

 

EUCAST Steering Committee 
BSAC, CA-SFM, CRG, NWGA, SRGA 

And 3 reps from the General Committee 

Subcommittees 
Antifungals 

Expert Rules 

Anaerobes 

Resistance mechanisms 

National Breakpoint Committees 

F, N, NL, S, UK 

Experts (ECDC 
Networks, ESCMID 

Study Groups) 

Contract 2011 - 14 



EUCAST Steering Committee from April 2012 

• Rafael Canton (Chairman) 
• Derek Brown (Scientific secretary) 
• Gunnar Kahlmeter (Clinical data coordinator) 

 
• Johan Mouton (The Netherlands) 
• Claude James Soussy/Luc Debreuil (France) 
• Christian Giske (Sweden) 
• Alasdair MacGowan (UK) 
• Martin Steinbakk/Arnfinn Sundsfjord (Norway) 
• Petra Apfalter (Austria, GC) 
• Luis Martinez Martinez (Spain, GC)  
• Robert Skov (Denmark, GC) 

 
 





EUCAST subcommittees 

• Expert rules and interpretive reading 
– Major revision (v 2.0) available 2011 

– Supplement in CMI during 2011 

 

• Antifungal susceptibility testing 
– Breakpoints and RDs for Candida and Aspergillus  

 

• Anaerobe susceptibility testing 
– Currently dormant 

 

• Methods for detection of resistance mechanisms of clinical and/or 
epidemiological importance (Febr 2012). 
– Evaluate and recommend methodology 

– Work closely with EARS-NET (ECDC) 
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EUCAST and the harmonisation process 

Harmonised 2002 - 2009 

• Aminoglycosides √ 

• Carbapenems & aztreonam √ 

• Cephalosporins iv √ 

• Cephalosporins oral √ 

• Fluoroquinolones √ 

• Glycopetides √ 

• Macrolides and lincosamines √ 

• Miscellaneous antimicrobials √ 

• Penicillins √ 

• Tetracyclines √ 
 

• Antifungal drugs  

– Breakpoints for Candida and Aspergillus 

Topical agents: 
Retapamulin (ECOFF) 
Mupirocin (LLR/HLR) 
Fidaxomicin (ECOFF) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  EUCAST Chairman report  

EUCAST  
- breakpoints for new drugs with EMA 

• Daptomycin   √ 

• Tigecycline    √ 

• Doripenem √ 

• Telavancin √ 

• Glycopeptides (one ongoing) 

• Cephalosporins (activity against MRSA - ongoing) 

• Anti-MTB (one - two agents - ongoing) 
 

• Glycopeptide (withdrawn) 

• Fluoroquinolone (withdrawn) 

• Diaminopyrimidine (withdrawn) 
 

• Extensions of indications (currently none) 

EMA = European Medicines Agency 



Jan 2011: 39 RDs 

Jan 2012: 45 RDs 
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EUCAST breakpoint decisions 2011/12 

• Moraxella catarrhalis breakpoints for all relevant agents. 

• C.difficile breakpoints for metronidazole (2/2 mg/L) and vancomycin (2/2 
mg/L). 

• H.pylori breakpoints (based on ECOFFs) for several agents. 

• L. monocytogenes breakpoints for several agents. 

• Fosfomycin breakpoints  removed from Pseudomonas. 

• Nitrofurantoin breakpoints removed from E. fecium. 

• Vancomycin breakpoints for Coag neg staphs increased from 2/2 to 4/4 mg/L. 

• Trimethoprim breakpoints 2/2 mg/L included for S. agalactiae in UTI. 

• Amoxicillin & amox/clav breakpoints in H. influenzae increased  to 2/2 mg/L.  

• Chloramphenicol breakpoint in H. influenzae increased to 2/2 mg/L. 

• Rifampicin breakpoint in H. influenzae increased to 1/1 mg/L. 

• Ceftibuten – removed ”uncomplicated” in the caveat ”uncomplicated UTI”. 

• Replace ”IE” with ”dash” for ceftibuten for S. pneumoniae. 

• Stenotrophomonas maltophilia – guidance document. 

• Oral cephalosporins – no systemic breakpoints for Enterobacteriaceae (position 
document on website). 
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Tetracycline 30 μg vs. MIC

S. aureus , 172 clinical isolates
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EUCAST ongoing projects  
• Breakpoints for new agents (with EMA) 

– Anti-mrsa ceph, glycopeptide, anti-mycobacterials (?) 

• Breakpoints and/or disk diffusion methodology  
– Campylobacter (CB/DD) 

– Corynebacterium spp (CB/DD) 

– Pasteurella multocida (CB/DD) 

– Yersinia enterococlitica (CB/DD) 

– Anaerobic bacteria (DD ) 

– Neisseria gonorrhoeae (DD) 

– Validation project on Streptococci and S. pneumoniae (validation) 

– Screening for beta-lactam resistance in Viridans group streptococci (validation) 

– Screening for FQ resistance in Salmonella (DD) 

– Pseudomonas non-aeruginosa (CB/DD) 

– Actinomyces & Nocardia (CB) 

– Burkholderia (CB) 

– Staphylococcus pseudintermedius (methicillin resistance, DD) 

• Breakpoints  for topicals - based on ECOFFs for clinically relevant agents 
and species.  
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Topical agents - Draft for consultation 

Organisms 
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Enterobacteriaceae 2 0.12 0.25 0.5 16 2 - 8? - - - 

Acinetobacter spp. 4 1 0.5 1 - 2 - ND - - - 

Pseudomonas aeruginosa 8 0.5 2 2 - 4 - ND - - - 

Staphylococcus aureus 0.5-2 1 0.5-1 1 8-16 - 0.5 1 ND 13 0.5 

Streptococcus pneumoniae - 2 2 4 8 - 1 ND ND - - 

β-haemolytic streptococci - 2 1-2 4 8 - 0.5 ND ND 0.5 0.12 

Haemophilus influenzae 4 0.06 0.06 0.06 1 - ND ND - - - 

Moraxella spp. 0.25 0.12 0.12 0.25 2 - ND ND - - - 

Neisseria gonorrhoeae 32? 0.016 0.06 8? - ND ND ND - - 

Neisseria meningitidis ND 0.016 0.03 ND 2 - ND ND ND - - 

- = inappropriate combination. 
ND = No ECOFF defined on EUCAST MIC distribution website.  
? = Estimates where there are few data and no ECOFF defined on the MIC distribution website, or 
where there are differences among species in the group. 
1Agents also available for systemic use. 
2Agents available for topical use only. 
3Breakpoints for nasal decontamination S≤2, R>256 mg/L. 



Compliance of manufacturers 
see www.eucast.org for comprehensive review 

• Almost all manufacturers of disks can now provide all 
”EUCAST strength disks”: 

– Abtek 

– BD 

– Bio-Rad 

– I2A 

– Liofilchem 

– Mast group 

– Thermo Fisher Scientific (Oxoid) 

– Rosco (tablets) 

 

Each manufacturer is responsible for the quality of 
their products used for AST. 
 
EUCAST will not be able to provide comprehensive 
QC on all disks from all manufacturers but will, on 
intitative from EUCAST, users or manufacturers 
provide important information on products used for 
AST on the website. 



Compliance of manufacturers 
see www.eucast.org for comprehensive review 

• Manufacturers with commercial MH-F plates:  

– Thermo Fisher Scientific (Oxoid) 

– bioMérieux  

– Bio-Rad  

– Liofilchem 

• Manufacturers not yet ready to supply MH-F plates: 

– BD Each manufacturer is responsible for the quality of 
their products used for AST. 
 
EUCAST will not be able to provide comprehensive 
QC on all disks from all manufacturers but will, on 
intitative from EUCAST, users or manufacturers 
provide important information on products used 
for AST on the website. 



Automated devices 

• None of the automated devices is yet fully compliant 
with EUCAST breakpoints and/or terminology.  

 

• This is now the major obstacle for the 
implementation of EUCAST breakpoints in many 
countries. Vitek2 is the most commonly used device, 
which may be one reason for why most complaints 
are on this device. 
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NAC 

Countries are encouraged to form  

National AST Committees (NAC). 

A document describing a prototype NAC  
is available on website. 
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NAC 
• Antimicrobial susceptibility testing 

– Strategy at national level 

– Implementation of breakpoints and methods 

– Education (national workshops, websites) 

– Liaison and consultation with EUCAST (chairman or 
scientific secretary GC representative) 

– Liaison with groups involved in AMR-surveillance (ECDC, 
EARSS, ….). 

– QA 

• Antimicrobial Policies 

• Antimicrobial Resistance Surveillance 

• Antimicrobial Consumption and Policies 
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Australia Iceland Israel Countries not on the map:   EUCAST Chairman report  


