


Key statistics

395 participatory sessions generating over 7,500  
experiences for people of all ages and abilities.

Coverage in all national broadsheets plus prime 
time TV and radio slots.

Wide range of countries represented, including: 
Argentina, Australia, Belgium, Canada, Colombia, 
Cuba, France, India, Italy, Korea, South Africa, 
Spain, UK, USA, Vietnam.

48,291 visits to the IDFB website accessed  
from 153 countries.

Diverse programme featuring 5 world premieres, 
5 Festival commissions and performance styles 
including: African, Argentine Tango, Ballet, Bashment, 
Bhangra, Bharatnatyam, Bollywood, Breakdance, 
Circus, Contemporary, Flamenco, Giddha, Hip-hop, 
Musical Dance, Physical Theatre, Street Dance.

75% of survey respondents agreed IDFB made them 
more convinced that Birmingham is a world class 
cultural city and a great place to live, work, 
study or visit.

60,000+
total audiences

 13
venues and 

public spaces
 across the West Midlands

5,845
‘Likes’ on Facebook

250+
free events

43
ticketed events

27days

£5.6million 
economic activity 
and £1.3million 
economic impact 

£4.7million 
PR value 

 

43,754
views of theIDFB
YouTube channel
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Over four weeks in April and May 2012, 
International Dance Festival Birmingham 
brought theatres, cinemas, streets, parks 
and squares alive with dance. 

iDFB 2012

Throughout the city centre and beyond, performances by artists 
and companies from across the globe entertained thousands 
of people with diverse, engaging and spectacular experiences.

Building on the successes of IDFB 2008 and IDFB 2010 (Best Event 
of the Year, Heart of England Excellence in Tourism Awards 2010), 
IDFB 2012 delivered a distinctive programme including five world 
premieres, five Festival commissions, more participatory opportunities, 
and an increased number of free events. 

In addition, the Festival succeeded in further raising the profile of 
Birmingham as a world centre of dance through a higher level of 
national media coverage.

Our third Festival cemented IDFB’s growing reputation for delivering 
high quality dance in theatres including Birmingham Hippodrome, The 
Patrick Centre, Warwick Arts Centre, Town Hall, and The Crescent 
Theatre, as well as in numerous outdoor city spaces. 

Home, our most ambitious participatory project to date, which  
attracted over 2,000 contributions and engaged homeless people, 
prisoners and community groups, brought the city’s streets to life;  
and Wings of Desire transformed Victoria Square in the Festival’s 
spectacular finale (see page 27 for a DVD of film highlights).

As in 2010, IDFB 2012 was an integral part of the West Midlands 
Culture Programme for London 2012, presenting an incredible 
opportunity to connect people with the London 2012 Olympic  
and Paralympic Games through dance. 

Several participatory and performance projects were showcased 
within the Festival programme, all of which you can read about  
within these pages.

IDFB is enormously grateful for funding from Arts Council England, 
Birmingham City Council and Advantage West Midlands.We are also 
extremely thankful to the European Regional Development Fund, 
which became a new partner for IDFB 2012 through the project 
‘Investing in the City Region’ led by Marketing Birmingham. 

We are deeply grateful to principal sponsor Brewin Dolphin for their 
invaluable support. In addition, our accommodation partnership  
with Crowne Plaza Birmingham city centre, media associations  
with The Independent and BBC WM, and relationships with many 
other partners all contributed to make this Festival a success.

Stuart Griffiths  
Chief Executive, Birmingham Hippodrome  
Co-Artistic Director, IDFB 2012

David Massingham  
Artistic Director, DanceXchange 
Co-Artistic Director, IDFB 2012

////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////



International Dance Festival Birmingham 2012, produced  
by DanceXchange and Birmingham Hippodrome, ran from 
Monday 23 April to Saturday 19 May and brought venues and 
public spaces across Birmingham and the West Midlands  
alive with a diverse programme of world-class performances 
and participatory experiences.

This third Festival successfully built on the profile of the 2008  
and 2010 events, further establishing IDFB’s distinctive identity  
as Birmingham’s international celebration of dance, and one  
of the largest dance festivals in the world. 

In 2012, relationships were developed with new project partners  
and venues, building on those established in previous years. 
Ticketed events took place at 7 venues across a wider geographical 
area than in previous Festivals – including mac birmingham at 
Cannon Hill Park and Warwick Arts Centre in Coventry, as well as 

Birmingham Hippodrome, The Patrick Centre, Town Hall, The 
Crescent Theatre and The Electric Cinema in Birmingham city centre.

Collaboration was high on the agenda for IDFB 2012. New project 
partners included Flatpack Festival, curators of IDFB’s Light Fantastic 
season of dance films that ran alongside the live theatre and outdoor 
events programme, and Punch Records, which presented its Desi 
Moves Bollywood showcase at Town Hall. 

Partnerships created in previous Festivals continued, notably with 
sampad South Asian arts as well as key commercial organisations 
across the city: Pavilions shopping centre, Bullring, Brindleyplace 
and Chiltern Railways.

In this section, we look at the world-class companies, artists  
and productions that animated the city and the West Midlands  
during IDFB 2012.

Distinctive 
worlD-class 
programming

“A feast of amazing dance 
across the West Midlands.”
The Sunday Times, Book It Now
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a stage For the Best in the worlD...
IDFB co-producer and largest venue, Birmingham Hippodrome, 
hosted a spectacular and diverse programme of dance from some  
of the finest companies across the globe.

Royal Ballet Flanders (Belgium) opened the ticketed programme  
of Festival events with its signature work Artifact by William Forsythe. 
Famous for subverting the traditional physical principles of ballet, 
IDFB provided the only opportunity to see this groundbreaking work 
outside London.

This outstanding production was followed by an exhilarating mixed 
bill by Danza Contemporanea de Cuba. In a distinctly unique 
expression of all that is Cuban, this award-winning company entertained 
with three pieces including a brand new work by renowned Israeli 
choreographer Itzik Galili. 

Following the sell-out success of two London seasons,  
legendary ballerina Sylvie Guillem (France) returned to the UK  
for two performances of PUSH. Joined onstage by UK dancer/
choreographer Russell Maliphant, these IDFB dates were the  
only chances to see this captivating programme of solos  
and duets in the UK in 2012. ➼

“Royal Ballet Flanders was very unusual and 
challenging and exceptionally well danced.”
Audience member  

“Absolutely astonishing, beautiful, clever, 
technically breathtaking, emotionally charged 
performances. What talent!” 
Audience reaction to Sylvie Guillem and Russell Maliphant in PUSH

“Loved the Cubans – strong, technical, sexy, charismatic 
dancers and great choreography #mykindofdance @IDFB.” 
Audience reaction via Twitter to Danza Contemporanea de Cuba
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Mid-air collisions MesMerise crowds

Projected onto the front of Birmingham Hippodrome for three 
weeks of the Festival, Collision Course created another dance 
experience for audiences and for people passing by in the street. 
Filmed in high speed, this piece shows a series of bodies 
colliding in mid-air in extreme slow motion. 

Conceived, choreographed and co-directed by Australian Dance 
Theatre’s Garry Stewart (Artist in Residence, IDFB 2008), the film 
depicts different physical disciplines, including: martial arts, rugby, 
gymnastics, dance, athletics, wrestling, capoeira, and boxing.

With 70 screenings of the complete film over 3 weeks,  
Collision Course was seen by an estimated 6,700 people.

Distinctive worlD-class programming

➼ In the final week of IDFB, the auditorium and foyers of Birmingham 
Hippodrome resounded to Hip-hop beats with the arrival of Breakin’ 
Convention – the critically-acclaimed International Festival of Hip-hop 
Dance Theatre, featuring the best and most influential artists from 
around the world. Crews from France and Korea, plus homegrown 
talent, showcased their work.

Set against the backdrop of Colombian city Cali, Circolombia’s 
URBAN featured graduates of the country’s National Circus School, 
Circo Para Todos. Telling the world their story, this inspiring production 
combined electrifying circus, South American Hip-hop and 
reggaeton dance.

“Circolombia had the dynamic of the  
raw street dance and the exhilarating circus 
adrenaline that held your attention at all 
times with enthusiastic anticipation …  
My husband and I loved it.” Audience member

Nearly 4,000 individuals purchased tickets for Birmingham 
Hippodrome performances, representing 75% of IDFB ticket  
sales and 80% of ticket income. 
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First iDFB perFormances  
at warwicK arts centre
IDFB 2012 marked the beginning of a new venue partnership  
with Warwick Arts Centre in Coventry, offering audiences a rare 
chance to see one of the most provocative dance theatre 
performances in decades. 

Un peu de tendresse bordel de merde! by Canada’s Dave St-Pierre 
Company proved controversial, emotionally charged and outrageously 
funny. Returning to the UK for the first time since its London premiere 
in 2011, this was the only opportunity to see both the company and 
show in the UK this year. The production attracted significant local 
and national media interest, featuring in The Sunday Times, The 
Times, and The Daily Telegraph.

“We were delighted to be part of IDFB. Presenting Dave St-Pierre’s 
Un peu de tendresse bordel de merde! was a perfect fit with our 
contemporary international programme … the right match for us  
and IDFB. We would relish the opportunity to work with IDFB again.” 

Alan Rivett – Director, Warwick Arts Centre

contemporary spotlight shines  
at the patricK centre
Once again DanceXchange’s studio theatre The Patrick Centre 
hosted artists of incredible calibre and international renown. During 
week one of IDFB, the Canadian theme continued with dance icon 
Louise Lecavalier performing Children and A Few Minutes of Lock. 

A professional dancer since 1977, for 18 years Lecavalier was the 
muse for Édouard Lock’s La La La Human Steps; creating landmark 
roles, winning countless awards, and touring the world to huge 
critical acclaim. 

Heralded ‘the most tragically brilliant dancer alive today’ (Melody 
Maker), these two IDFB performances were the only chance to  
see her perform in the UK in 2012.

One of five world premieres at IDFB 2012, The Impending Storm –  
a collaboration between David Toole, Lucy Hind and South Africa’s 
Remix Dance Company – enjoyed a sold out opening night. It also 
attracted significant national media coverage, including an interview 
on BBC One’s Breakfast and feature articles in The Times and The 
Independent. Read more about this Festival highlight on page 10.

“What an amazing production. Funny, thought- 
provoking, bleak, enriching, erotic and challenging ... 
thank you all who made this possible.” 
Audience reaction to Dave St-Pierre Company’s Un peu de tendresse bordel de merde!
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Distinctive worlD-class programming

showcasing stars oF the Future  
at town hall
Two showcase productions took place in Birmingham’s iconic  
Town Hall. Asian dance competition Desi Moves, presented by 
Punch Records in partnership with IDFB, brought together groups 
and individuals performing Bhangra, Bollywood, Bashment, Giddha 
and Hip-hop. 

IDFB’s youth dance showcase International Raw Energy, presented 
in partnership with sampad South Asian arts, profiled some of the 
best young dancers from the West Midlands in a varied programme 
including Contemporary, Bharatnatyam and Bollywood. 

This performance also included the world premieres of two new youth 
dance works, created specifically for the event during pre-Festival 
international residencies with acclaimed choreographer Anh Ngoc 
Nguyen (UK/Vietnam) and Sadhya Dance Company (Delhi). 

idFB ventures into new territory with FilM prograMMe

For the first time, the Festival programme was expanded to 
include 9 films in the Light Fantastic season, which accounted 
for nearly 700 attendances and introduced The Electric Cinema 
to the IDFB family of venues. 

Curated by Birmingham’s internationally-renowned Flatpack 
Festival, the films were selected by artists performing in the 
Festival. 

“Our partnership with IDFB this year typified the way Birmingham 
arts organisations work with each other. Much bouncing back and 
forth of ideas led to a film season which neither of us would have 
produced individually, and one which introduced both IDFB and 
Flatpack to new audiences. I loved the way we were able to involve 
performers from the main programme in the film choices.”

Ian Francis – Creative Director, Flatpack Festival



One of IDFB’s key ambitions is to develop a reputation as a 
leading force in the creation of new, world-class productions 
that have a life beyond the Festival, and can be toured to other 
countries, cities and towns. 

In 2010 this was achieved with (In)visible Dancing, a collaboration 
with Luca Silvestrini’s Protein that has since been recreated in 
Kingston-upon-Thames, Doncaster, Dublin, Southend-on-Sea and 
Coventry. Utopia in Birmingham’s Victoria Square also attracted huge 
audiences and significant media interest, and was a great success.

In 2012, IDFB produced four brand new international collaborations 
that premiered in venues and public spaces across the city – Home, 
The Impending Storm, Lyric Pieces (performed by Birmingham Royal 
Ballet as part of its Three Short Works triple bill), and the Festival’s 
grand finale Wings of Desire. Spill – a playground of dance, an 
outdoor production in playgrounds for family audiences combining 
quirky, dynamic dance with high energy street gymnastics, added to 
the list of productions that enjoyed their world premieres during IDFB 
(see pages 18 and 19 for more details).

In this section we take a look at the flagship productions created  
by and for IDFB 2012.

innovative 
worlD premiere 
proDuctions

“Amazing performers!  
Brilliant live musicians!”
Audience reaction to The Impending Storm
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The Impending Storm was awarded one of the thirteen commissions in the second round of awards for Unlimited – the 
ground-breaking programme that celebrates arts and culture by disabled and deaf artists on an unprecedented scale for 
the London 2012 Cultural Olympiad. It was one of three commissions in this round created in collaboration with international 
partners and with funding contributed by the British Council. In addition, the project received support from the Joyce Carr 
Doughty Charitable Trust. Remix is supported by Youngblood Arts Development.
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innovative worlD premiere proDuctions

sell-out worlD premiere, one  
oF iDFB 2012’s hot ticKets
A world premiere production for IDFB 2012, produced with  
the support of DanceXchange, The Impending Storm featured 
disabled and non-disabled performers pushing the boundaries  
of integrated dance.

Created with artist Mark Storor, this production saw acclaimed 
UK-based artists David Toole and Lucy Hind work with dancers from 
Remix, South Africa’s only professional integrated dance company. 

UK musician Dom Coyote, in collaboration with  
South African singer Sandile Gontsana,  
provided a passionate spoken text  
and sung score that effortlessly  
crossed geographic and cultural  
boundaries. The show attracted  
significant media attention (see page  
20 for details of this coverage).

The second performance featured audio description by Julia  
Grundy, who hosted a touch tour for visually impaired audience 
members prior to the performance. Participatory opportunities and a 
dance sector event also offered audiences and dance professionals  
a unique behind-the-scenes experience (see page 15 for details). 

“It takes you away to another world, and the 
world that this piece, this unique piece, creates  
is a world worth going to.”
Malcolm Black – Artistic Director, Remix Dance Company

“Outstanding cross-cultural  
collaboration.”
Donald Hutera – The Times    
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Four Firsts in three short worKs
IDFB’s partnership with Birmingham Royal Ballet resulted in  
four fantastic landmarks – the first ever public performances  
by Birmingham Royal Ballet in IDFB; an international collaboration 
with US choreographer Jessica Lang resulting in a new commission 
(Lyric Pieces) that will enjoy repeat performances in the Company’s 
2012/13 season; the world premiere of 9-5 by company dancer and 
choreographer Kit Holder; and a successful new venue partnership 
with The Crescent Theatre.

“The Crescent Theatre, its staff and members were proud to be part 
of IDFB 2012. Here at The Crescent we feel events like this are crucial 
for developing the cultural identity of Birmingham.”

Barry Dudley – Manager, The Crescent Theatre

The two new pieces were presented alongside Director David Bintley’s 
most recent jazz creation Take Five, and enjoyed sell-out performances.

“The performance had 
an engagingly close-up 
air, well suited to a trio 
of cameo pieces.” 
Luke Jennings – The Observer

“This [is] the first time for years the  
300-seat Crescent has staged professional 

dance, but it scores on every count, 
 including having excellent sightlines,  

and should be used more.”
David Mead – Dancing Times



Screenplay by Wim Wenders, Peter Handke and Richard Reitinger
From Wim Wenders’ Film WINGS OF DESIRE
Adaptation by Alan Lyddiard
Collaboration by Tamsin Fitzgerald, Yaron Lifschitz, Alan Lyddiard,  
David Massingham and seeper
In partnership with Town Hall and Symphony Hall

International Dance Festival Birmingham’s right to present this stage work based on Wim Wenders’ film, WINGS OF DESIRE, and Wim Wenders’, Peter Handke’s,  
and Richard Reitinger’s screenplay of the same title is licensed by Rosica Colin Limited, London, in conjunction with Verlag der Autoren, Frankfurt, Germany.
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innovative worlD premiere proDuctions

In addition to ticketed performances in Birmingham’s leading 
venues, IDFB also brought outstanding dance to public spaces 
across the city, with Home (see pages 16 and 17) and Wings of 
Desire – both free events and new commissions for the 2012 
Festival. These events attracted over 34,000 spectators and 
connected with a young and diverse audience. 

wings oF Desire
Wings of Desire, the grand finale event of IDFB 2012, transformed 
Victoria Square with a spectacular show of dance theatre, circus, angels 
on rooftops, and breathtaking projections on Birmingham’s Town Hall. 

An adaptation of Wim Wenders’ film Wings of Desire, this love story 
bridging heaven and earth unfolded before the audience’s eyes in an 
awe-inspiring 45-minute outdoor production. 

4 days 

4 performances + 2 public rehearsals 

Over 9,000 spectators

With dramaturgy by acclaimed theatre director Alan Lyddiard, Wings 
of Desire brought together the incredible talents of Australia’s Circa, 
Britain’s urban hot ticket 2Faced Dance Company, internationally-
renowned film and TV star Goldie, and interactive performance experts 
seeper. It also marked a strengthening and further development of the 
relationship between IDFB and Town Hall and Symphony Hall.

“Over the last three festivals, Town Hall and Symphony Hall’s relationship 
with IDFB has continued to grow. The partnership allows us to develop 
the artistic and cultural life in Birmingham and demonstrate how the 
city’s arts organisations can work together to produce incredible live 
experiences, connecting people to music and dance. Wings of Desire saw 
the external façade of the Grade I listed Town Hall as an integral part 
of the performance – a first of its kind. We would like to congratulate 
everyone at IDFB on its 2012 success, and look forward to collaborating 
on new projects for future festivals.” 

Andrew Jowett – Director, Town Hall and Symphony Hall



13

“I was completely blown away. To put on such  
a wonderful event for the benefit of everyone  

in our great city was truly remarkable. It was 
breathtaking, inspiring, joyous and brilliant.”

Audience member

“Wings of Desire rocked Victoria Square to its foundations …” Ian Ravenscroft, WestMidlandsDance.com

“#WingsOfDesire – beyond 
awesome, truly experiential 

and epic :)”
Audience member via Twitter
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participation  
& engagement

Breathe the Beat roaDshow 
This free roadshow formed part of Breathe the Beat, a digital project 
led by inspirational French Hip-hop artist Salah (star of IDFB 2010’s 
finale event, Put Your Foot Down). Bullring’s Spiceal Street was 
brought to life with a spectacular day of free dance performances 
and workshops; featuring appearances from two of the UK’s leading 
street dancers, showcases of local talent and professional dance 
companies, and music from DJ Moyma.

211 participants // 67 participatory opportunities // 7,400 
spectators // Engaged with people across the globe, from 
countries including: Algeria, Brazil, Croatia, Germany, Holland, Hungary, 
India, Libya, Mexico, Morocco, Sweden, South Africa, USA, Uzbekistan.

As a unique online concept, Breathe the Beat was designed  
to engage people on a global scale – celebrating dance,  
reaching those who do not take part in dance, and inspiring  
people to keep dancing beyond the life of the project. 

The project’s website (breathethebeat.com)  
enabled individuals across the world to  
participate through watching online tutorials,  
creating their own responses to them, and  
uploading their videos for others to see.  
Almost 100 people entered videos into  
the Breathe the Beat competition for  
a chance to meet Salah and watch  
him perform.

Breathe the Beat was part of the Outdoor Dance Programme, led by DanceXchange in partnership with Regional Dance Agencies Dancefest, 
Dancescape and Dudley Performing Arts, and funded by Arts Council England with support from Legacy Trust UK and Advantage West Midlands. 
The Outdoor Dance Programme formed a major strand of the Dancing for the Games programme, connecting people with the London 2012 
Olympic and Paralympic Games through dance.
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From post-show talks by visiting companies, professional  
level choreographic workshops and youth dance residencies,  
to weekend intensives, showcase events, and discussion 
forums, IDFB offered a varied programme of participatory 
activities in the 2012 Festival. 

The appointment of a dedicated Community Engagement  
Manager for projects such as Home and Wings of Desire was  
pivotal in developing and maintaining strong relationships with 

community groups and individuals, as well as helping to maximise 
their involvement in these flagship projects. 

As a development from previous Festivals, IDFB 2012 worked hard 
to engage different and new groups, and succeeded in reaching 
many people who don’t typically have opportunities to get involved. 
Engagement activities took place across Birmingham and the 
surrounding areas, resulting in 395 participatory sessions and 
generating 7,518 participatory experiences.

integrateD resiDency anD  
inDustry Forum
Alongside performances of world premiere production The Impending 
Storm at The Patrick Centre, an integrated residency with disabled 
and non-disabled children was organised, led by Remix Dance 
Company. This culminated in a sharing session for friends and family. 

20 residency participants // 182 participatory experiences

In addition, 24 industry professionals from the disability arts sector 
enjoyed a forum discussion prior to watching the performance, 
organised by DanceXchange.

//////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////

argentine tango  
collaBoration continues
Continuing the 2010 collaboration with Birmingham-based  
instructors Sandra Bernard and Loyd Vidal, IDFB 2012 hosted  
a weekend of workshops, masterclasses and Milonga social  
evenings at The Friends Institute in Moseley, for Argentine  
Tango enthusiasts of all abilities. 

135 participants // 13 workshops // 937 experiences

//////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////

Flamenco worKshops
IDFB’s collaboration with Birmingham-based Flamenco expert Ana 
Garcia continued again in 2012, with a weekend of workshops for 
different levels – led by Ana and internationally-renowned Flamenco 
star Olga Pericet. 

5 workshops // 45 participants // 72 experiences

There were many other participatory activities during IDFB 2012, including a Choreography Workshop with Jessica Lang (USA) for aspiring 
young choreographers aged 12-19; a Professional Level Workshop with Danza Contemporanea de Cuba for Year 3 vocational dance students 
and professional dancers; Contemporary and South Asian dance residencies to create new pieces for youth dance showcase International 
Raw Energy; and a host of workshops for children and their families as part of IDFB’s Family Weekend (see pages 18 and 19). 
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participation & engagement

Free events engaged new audiences across the city centre with 
performances in Victoria Square, High Street, New Street, Spiceal 
Street, Bullring, Pavilions, Moor Street Station and Cannon Hill Park.

home: iDFB’s most amBitious  
participatory project to Date
The biggest and most ambitious participatory project undertaken  
by IDFB to date, Home attracted a deeper level of community 
engagement than ever before. Launched on 17 November 2011  
and running until 13 May 2012, it was based around themes of 
home, belonging and identity. Creative contributions in a variety  
of art-forms were sought from anyone who wanted to be part  
of this flagship project.

Over 2,000 contributions to the choreography

Contributions received from individuals of many  
nationalities, including: British, Canadian, Chinese, French,  
Italian, New Zealander, Russian, Spanish, Tasmanian.

194 participatory opportunities, resulting in 3,371  
participatory experiences

24 project partners including: Age UK, Birmingham Library, 
Birmingham Museum & Art Gallery, Birmingham Ormiston Academy, 
Brindleyplace, Cadbury College, Chiltern Railways, Chinese 
Community Centre, Irish in Birmingham, MUBU Music, St Basils,  
SIFA Fireside, Strong Voices.

51 performances

6 choreographers

Over 25,000 spectators

Media coverage value of approximately £80,000

27,485 views of YouTube Channel – youtube.com/IDFBHome

Home was part of Dancing for the Games, part of the Cultural Olympiad in the West Midlands and funded by Legacy Trust UK, Arts Council England and Advantage West Midlands.

“That so many people have 
been involved is wonderful – 
and is how the arts should be.”
Jan Watts – Birmingham Poet Laureate
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Home offered a variety of routes to engage and participate – digitally 
through video, audio, written or drawn contributions, or by attending 
workshops and events prior to the Festival. 

Partnerships were developed with a range of organisations, as well as 
hundreds of individuals including prisoners, pensioners and students. 
Their contributions formed the basis of a bold new dance production 
with individual doormats as miniature stages for a cast of community 
and professional dancers. 

Directed by theatre director Andy Brunskill and performed every day 
over three weeks as free pop-up performances across Birmingham 

city centre, Home culminated in a grand finale event involving  
a professional and community cast of hundreds.

IDFB’s partnership with Pavilions shopping centre on High Street 
continued this year with the Home Hub – where the public could 
watch rehearsals, make their own contribution to the project, find  
out about the Festival, or just relax and enjoy a cup of tea.

A Hub was also created at mac birmingham as part of the IDFB 
Family Weekend (see overleaf). Home offered many opportunities for 
digital engagement, including its own YouTube channel; a blog with 
news and updates; a photo gallery on Flickr; and branded e-flyers.

“Young people responded really well to the sessions … One young man said: “It was  
awesome. I’m autistic and it’s the first thing I felt confident doing with others”. A number  
of young people have since shown an interest in performing arts, theatre and dance.”
Gemma Ferati – Learning, Skills and Work Officer, St Basils
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participation & engagement

Family weeKenD
Following its popularity in both the 2008 and 2010 Festivals, the  
2012 Family Weekend took place over the May Day bank holiday 
weekend at mac birmingham – a popular family venue situated  
in the beautiful surroundings of Cannon Hill Park.

The weekend included performances of Clouds and Cu-cuco by Spain’s 
Aracaladanza, known worldwide for creating inspiring and entertaining 
contemporary dance shows for babies and young children. 

“Clouds was very inspiring and stylish; went with 
my 8 year old son, but felt it worthy of an adult 
audience too. Thank goodness for children!” 
Audience member

Craft and movement workshops based on cloud, percussion and 
dance themes proved extremely popular.  Children and their families 
could also contribute to IDFB’s Home project by doodling on the 
walls of The Hub space and taking part in impromptu workshops 
with dance artists.

5 days

1 world premiere production (Spill – a playground of dance)

1 UK premiere production (Cu-cuco)

7 sold out public performances

5 schools performances

6 free outdoor performances

30 sold out public workshops + 12 nursery/schools workshops 

In Cannon Hill Park itself, world premiere performances of Spill –  
a playground of dance were enjoyed by over 2,500 people. Directed 
by Australian choreographer Shaun Parker, this free 30-minute outdoor 
production used existing children’s playground equipment as the set and 
combined quirky, dynamic dance with high energy street gymnastics. 

In addition DanceXchange, supported by mac birmingham, hosted a day 
of performances, discussion and networking for industry professionals 
focused on dance work for children and their families.  Delegates 
represented organisations across the UK including the Southbank 
Centre, Bristol Old Vic, Woking Dance Festival, The Place, and Dep Arts.

“We’ve had tremendous feedback  
about the Family Weekend. It fits really 
well within our programme and has 
made us think differently about how  
we can use spaces in the building in  
the future. Communications with the 
team were great … we would definitely 
want to be involved again.”
Amy Smart – Head of Arts Administration, mac birmingham
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Spill was part of the Outdoor Dance Programme, led by DanceXchange in partnership with Regional Dance Agencies Dancefest, Dancescape and 
Dudley Performing Arts, and funded by Arts Council England with support from Legacy Trust UK and Advantage West Midlands. It was part of the 
Dancing for the Games programme (which was part of the London 2012 Cultural Olympiad), and the London 2012 Festival – a spectacular 
12-week nationwide celebration bringing together leading artists from across the world with the very best from the UK.

“Our children loved joining in with the parade through the park before 
watching a breathtaking performance in the children’s playground. It 
really inspired them.” Spill audience member
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iDFB in the news
national proFile
The total value of media coverage achieved was £4.7 million  
– and the proportion of national media coverage increased 
significantly, from 35% of all coverage in 2010 to 50% in 2012.   
This included previews, listings, critics’ choice and feature articles in 
national newspapers, along with interviews with high profile artists on 
national TV and radio. There were 38 feature articles and 58 pieces  
of news coverage across national, regional and online media. 

meDia highlights
Acclaimed dancer David Toole was interviewed about the world 
premiere of The Impending Storm on the UK’s most watched 
morning TV programme, BBC One’s Breakfast, which has an 
average daily reach of 6.8 million people. 

The Festival was featured in all national broadsheet newspapers, 
reaching a combined readership of over 5.5 million people.

Previews ran in 15 critics choice sections including The Sunday 
Times ‘Hottest tickets of 2012’ and ‘The Critical List – Book it Now’, 
The Independent’s ‘Everybody’s Talking About’, The Guardian’s  
G2 ‘Spring Arts Hit List’ and ‘Top 5 dance shows this spring’, and 
The Daily Telegraph’s ‘Where to go, What to see’. 

The media strategy for 2012 focused on building profile and 
awareness at a national level and, for the first time, IDFB entered  
into a media association with The Independent, which delivered  
a value of £69,000 with additional editorial content worth over 
£60,000.

The association included the launch of the Festival in a dedicated 
eight-page pull-out supplement edited by The Independent’s Arts 
Editor David Lister; branded feature columns appearing each week 
in The Independent for four weeks during the Festival; an extensive 
online section with highlights from Arts Editor David Lister, driving 
readers to IDFB’s website; and mentions in the sponsored features 
box which generates over 2 million page impressions per month.

“The association between The Independent and International  
Dance Festival Birmingham proved a huge success, raising the  
profile of dance in the paper and giving welcome and extensive 
coverage to a major cultural event outside London.”

David Lister – Arts Editor, The Independent

Visibility at a regional and local level was greatly boosted by an 
association with BBC West Midlands, with significant coverage  
on BBC Midlands Today and BBC WM radio reaching a wide 
audience across the region. 

In addition, feature articles and previews were secured in all the key 
regional newspapers including The Birmingham Post, Birmingham 
Mail, Coventry Evening Telegraph, Sunday Mercury and Express  
and Star, as well as online channels.

“International Dance Festival  
Birmingham embraces a wide range  
of performances and projects in theatres,  
art centres and outdoor public spaces.  
This is a dance-proud city …”
David Dougill – The Sunday Times

“This exceptional   festival embodies our daily relationship with art.” David Lister – The Independent
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Several key productions attracted interest from national, 
regional and online media:

//////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////

World-premiere production The Impending Storm attracted interest from 
national newspapers, resulting in previews in The Guardian and 
Daily Telegraph, along with feature articles featuring interviews with 
the company in The Times and The Independent. 

Collaborator and dancer David Toole was also interviewed on BBC 
One’s Breakfast. National critics Zoe Anderson and Donald Hutera 
attended the show, resulting in reviews in The Independent and The 
Times. Coverage also appeared in The Voice, The South African and 
Disability Arts Online.

//////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////

Louise Lecavalier was interviewed by Arts Writer David Jays, resulting 
in a double page feature in the Sunday Times Culture magazine, 
and actor and musician Goldie appeared on Radio 4 Loose Ends, 
promoting the Festival’s finale Wings of Desire.

//////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////

The two large outdoor premieres and Festival commissions, Home and 
Wings of Desire, attracted the greatest number of news and feature articles, 
with over 50 pieces of coverage including previews in The Independent, 
Guardian online, The Birmingham Post & Mail, the Sunday Mercury, 
Metro, and What’s On magazine. The shows were featured on BBC 
Midlands Today, Heart FM and various programmes on BBC WM radio.

//////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////

The world premiere Spill – a playground of dance, part of IDFB’s 
Family Weekend at mac birmingham, was featured on BBC Midlands 
Today as well as BBC WM radio, including interviews with Festival 
Co-Artistic Director David Massingham and Choreographer Shaun Parker. 

The Family Weekend as a whole attracted a broad level of regional 
coverage in newspapers, broadcast and online, and particularly in 
parenting and family-specific media including Takethefamily.com, 
Madeformums.com, Netmums.com, Flavour magazine, 
All4KidsUk.com, Parenting People, The Gazette Series, Families 
Birmingham and Solihull, and Junior magazine.

//////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////

Birmingham Royal Ballet’s performances at The Crescent Theatre 
attracted a number of critics, with reviews featuring in The Guardian, 
Observer and Independent. There were also extensive features in 
regional press on Danza Contemporanea de Cuba, Breakin’ Convention 
and Dave St-Pierre Company.

//////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////

“… an amazing umbrella for 
movement of every kind.”
Richard Edmunds – The Stage

“This exceptional   festival embodies our daily relationship with art.” David Lister – The Independent
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what people saiD …
IDFB 2012 attracted unprecedented levels of positive customer feedback via questionnaires, online surveys, Facebook  
and Twitter.  Here’s just a small selection of comments we received from people, telling us what they thought about the Festival  
as a whole as well as reactions to specific events and activities.

“I enjoyed everything I attended! Great to [present] such a variety of 
dance styles in the different performances/events: ballet, contemporary, 
breakdance … It permits people to discover new things … things 
they had never seen before. I was impressed to see how well it was 
organised and advertised too.”

“URBAN was outstanding and 
it was good to be introduced 
to a different style of dance 
from a different country.”

“My 5 year old daughter, who hasn’t seen live dance at 
close range in a theatre before, absolutely loved [Clouds]. 
The moment when the ‘snow’ started to fall and all the 
children whispered “it’s snowing” was magical!”

“Breakin’ Convention 
really impressed me and 
the audience interaction 
was brilliant … lots of 
“wow’s” … brilliant!”
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what people saiD …

“Really enjoyed #wingsofdesire  
@IDFB last night. Those angels 
were stunning and Brum was 
looking very proud and beautiful.”

“[I enjoyed] the selection and diversity of the performances. 
I had never attended a ballet before so Three Short Works 
was perfect. A real mixture … I will definitely be looking  
to attend more dance events in the future.”

“Sylvie Guillem was simply the best dance experience I 
have ever been to. They danced beautifully as individuals 
and their duet in the second half was so good I forgot to 
breathe! Worth driving all that way for and we stayed in 
Birmingham after … and that made it perfect! Please 
keep it going and make it so enjoyable again.”

“Un peu de tendresse [bordel de merde!] was 
completely unique, challenging, funny, emotional 
– I have never attended a performance like it and 
thoroughly enjoyed it.”
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impact, perceptions  
& proFile
economic activity
Economic activity associated with IDFB 2012 has been calculated  
at over £5.6 million and estimated economic impact at more than 
£1.3 million. These figures are based on conservative estimates  
of visitor spend of around £722k generated by IDFB through such 
activities as Festival audiences paying to travel to Birmingham for 
Festival events, staying overnight in hotels, and eating at restaurants 
before or after a performance. 

These calculations have been produced using a new economic 
impact toolkit, which has been recognised by both academic and 
governmental circles to provide a good measure of genuine 
economic impact.

“Marketing Birmingham is committed to working with IDFB –  
it has firmly established itself on the calendar, and helps to raise 
perceptions about the city as a destination. We’ve already seen 
evidence of increased hotel occupancy during the Festival,  
and the massive uptake in PR nationally is fantastic.”

Tim Manson – Operations & Policy Director, Marketing Birmingham

visitor perceptions
Audience surveys suggest that IDFB 2012 had an extremely  
positive effect on patrons’ perceptions of Birmingham and the  
West Midlands. Over 75% of respondents agreed that IDFB left  
them more convinced that the West Midlands is good for arts and 
culture, festivals and events, and over two thirds felt that IDFB 
contributes to a sense of pride in the area. 

This positive impact was particularly strong in relation to attenders  
of free events, with 80% feeling that IDFB makes Birmingham a  
world class cultural city and a great place to live, work, study or visit. 
This reinforces the benefits of high profile, visible activities on the 
streets of the city.

visitor engagement
Attendances at ticketed events: 16,301, 83% of which had some 
cost attached. 14,760 of these tickets were tracked to 5,210 distinct 
bookers, 83% of which booked for at least two IDFB events. This 
shows a significant increase in repeat attendance from 2010, when 
92% booked for just one event.

Attendances at free events: Almost doubled in 2012, to just  
under 50,000. Many people commented on the exciting, enjoyable 
atmosphere of outdoor events, and were hugely appreciative of the 
accessibility of free events.

Attendances at ticketed and free events combined: Overall 
engagement figures increased by nearly 10,000.

Digital engagement: Grew substantially from 2010, with unique 
visitors to the website up by more than 40% to over 32,700, and  
visits from 153 different countries. 7,600 visits were made from 
mobile devices and over 5,000 via referrals from Facebook.

Engaging with diverse audiences: 2012 survey respondents 
tended to be more culturally diverse overall than in 2010. Surveys 
suggest that the free outdoor events engaged younger, more 
culturally diverse groups than ticketed events, whilst the Family 
Weekend brought together children, parents and grandparents.

Legacy for dance: 40% of attenders attended a style of dance  
they hadn’t seen before, 77% of free event attenders said they were 
more likely to attend dance events in future as a result of IDFB, and 
27% were more likely to take part in dance activities. 

Attracting visitors: 53% of ticket bookers and 40% of free  
attenders came from beyond Birmingham, and the proportion of 
ticket bookers from outside the West Midlands doubled from 2010, 
demonstrating the ability of the Festival to attract visitors to the city. 
14% of ticketed attenders stayed overnight. 

Engaging with people living in Birmingham’s designated priority 
neighbourhoods: Increased across all areas of IDFB’s programme – 
ticket bookers increased from 4% to 6%, participants increased from 
10% to 13%, and free event attenders increased from 2% to 10%.

“… the importance of this festival 
should not be underestimated…”
David Lister – The Independent



“IDFB is a young but energetic 
project, and the four years of its 

existence have seen the emergence 
of the city as a major player on  

the arts-festival circuit.” 
Luke Jennings – The Observer

“Wings of Desire in Victoria Square was stunning and one of the most 
creative performance events I have been to … I was there with people aged 
from 12-54 and we were all enraptured and said it made us feel proud of 
Birmingham – it felt like an international experience in our city.” 
Audience member
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thanKs & creDits
Festival Producers DanceXchange and Birmingham Hippodrome would like to extend a huge thank you to all the sponsors, 
funders, dance companies, venues, arts organisations, participants and performers that contributed to making International 
Dance Festival Birmingham such a fantastic success.

Festival venues & Project Partners

“IDFB 2012 built on the successes of previous Festivals,  
securing its position as one of the largest international dance 
festivals in the world. IDFB provides a fantastic opportunity  
for audiences in the West Midlands to see international  
dance of the highest standard and participate in dance  
activity in a range of spaces and contexts.”
Ros Robins – Regional Director, Arts Council England West Midlands

“IDFB reached new heights in 2012 and consolidated  
Birmingham’s reputation as an international centre of dance.  
The level of activity was extraordinary, particularly the amount  
of work which was premiered. It was particularly exciting to see  
the Festival opened up to the wider public through increased free 
events and a focus on engaging new audiences. It was very important 
that Birmingham had a high profile in 2012, at a time when the 
international spotlight was falling on the UK, and IDFB did the  
city proud in this respect. A real success for Birmingham!”

Val Birchall – Assistant Director Culture Commissioning, Birmingham City Council

“Brewin Dolphin was delighted to be the principal sponsor of  
IDFB 2012 for the second time. The Festival was, in our view, 
another resounding success both for the performing arts and for  
the City of Birmingham and was thoroughly enjoyed by our clients 
and staff. We relished the opportunity to ally our brand with some 
of the most sought after dance companies in the world and it was 
ideal timing to coincide with our company’s 250th Anniversary 
year celebrations. We are looking forward to strengthening our 
relationship in the future.”
John Driver – Divisional Director, Brewin Dolphin

“Once again IDFB created compelling work which  
commanded large, enthusiastic audiences. Throughout the  
Festival – and the London 2012 programme which followed –  
we’ve shown that dance can bring our cities alive with creative 
ambition, benefiting our economies and reputation by giving  
people the time of their lives. The dance festival offers the 
opportunity to continue the excitement by being bold and  
looking to the world for inspiration and artistic collaborators.”
Paul Kaynes – West Midlands Creative Programmer, London 2012

////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////
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The commercial organisations above are not partners of London 2012.



watch highlights
oF iDFB 2012

The films on this DVD are also available to view online.  
To share them with others, please visit idfb.co.uk/2012films.

To request additional copies of this document, please contact DanceXchange  
via info@dancexchange.org.uk or telephone +44 (0)121 689 3170.
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