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welcome to  international dance festival birmingham 2014

We’re putting the finishing touches to a series of debates, post-show talks and workshops to run alongside our performances programme.  
For more information on our programme of educational workshops and opportunities for young people to get involved please contact our 
Community Engagement Manager, Lucy Kenny: 0121 689 1081 // lucy.kenny@dancexchange.org.uk 

International Dance Festival Birmingham 2014 would like to thank:

The Lillie C. Johnson Charitable Trust
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ConCert DanSé SPonSoroFFICIal FeStIval Hotel /////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////

one of europe’s largest dance festivals, International Dance 
Festival Birmingham (IDFB) is back! We’re thrilled to present 
another jam-packed celebration of dance – from ballet to breakdancing, 
contemporary to circus. 

Our fourth festival will showcase some of the finest dance performances 
from across the globe between 24 April – 25 May 2014, as Birmingham 
hosts four weeks of world premieres, unique collaborations, community 
events, outdoor spectacles and world-class performances. With several 
new venue partners, we’re presenting more shows than ever before, 
including some of the biggest names in dance and many hotly tipped 
rising choreographic stars. 

Look out for free dance performances on the streets and public 
spaces of Birmingham, culminating in B-Town our spectacular finale 
in Victoria Square in the last week of the festival. And there are lots of 
opportunities for you to get dancing too with our Paint the Town Red 
programme of social dance events, or why not have a go at learning 
the traditional Māori Haka ready for the Rugby World Cup next year!

Finally, don’t forget to check out idfb.co.uk and join in the conversation 
with us on Facebook and Twitter. Whether you want to move or be moved,  
we think you’ll find it in IDFB 2014.

More events  
still to coMe … 

Image: (In)visible Dancing, part of IDFB 2010

/////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////

  Find us on Facebook:  
facebook.com/InternationalDanceFestivalBirmingham

  Follow us on Twitter:  
@IDFB 

  Watch our videos on YouTube: 
youtube.com/IDFBonline

  See our photos on Flickr:  
flickr.com/photos/idfb 

/////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////
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Birmingham royal Ballet //

three short works
Thursday 24 – Saturday 26 April  //  7.30pm & 2.30pm (Saturday)
The Crescent Theatre

/////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////

After the success of the company’s 2012 performances, Birmingham Royal Ballet returns to International Dance Festival  
Birmingham with an exciting programme of both contemporary and traditional works. 

The programme features premieres of two new commissions from young choreographers; former Birmingham Royal Ballet  
dancer Alexander Whitley’s ballet Kin, to music by young American composer Phil Kline; and current company First Artist  
Kit Holder’s Quatrain inspired by the exciting and vibrant tango rhythms of Astor Piazzolla’s The Four Seasons of Buenos Aires. 

Each programme concludes with one of Sir Frederick Ashton’s best-loved ballets, complementing the new pieces with old  
favourites. On Thursday and Friday, the thrilling and highly technical Les Rendezvous centres on a group of friends meeting in  
a park, and sees the entire cast demonstrate their skill with a series of difficult divertissements. Saturday evening’s Façade is  
based on Edith Sitwell’s deliciously nonsensical poetry, and includes tangos, foxtrots and waltzes, all danced with joyful abandon. 

///////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////// 

Buy tICketS

Ticket prices // £16 – £19 / Under 25s £11 
Age guidance // Suitable for all

Call 0121 643 5858 or visit idfb.co.uk/brb to buy online. 
Price of ticket includes a £1 booking fee. Image: Four Reminiscing Songs choreographed by Kit Holder, photographer Roy Smiljanic Image: Façade, Dee Conway

WORLD 
PREMIERE

 “These are sophisticated  
games to play with an  
audience …Whitley  
himself looks like a  
real choreographic  
talent.” 
The Observer

“Holder’s sense of proportion and 
his ability to get beneath the skin of 

his subject, leaves me anticipating 
with interest his next work.” 

The Stage



DanceXchange and Dance4 presents //

MY (MIDLANDS YOUTH)  
DANce FeSTIvAL
Saturday 26 April  //  7pm  
Ruddock Performing Arts Centre

///////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////

After the success of MY (Midlands Youth) Dance 2013, DanceXchange is working again with Dance4,  
East Midlands, to present a Midlands youth dance platform that showcases the next generation of dance talent.                                                                                            

The evening’s programme will include vibrant performances of work by some of the best youth dance companies 
in the East and West Midlands, including ACE Youth, Motionhouse Youth and Motus Dance Company.  
Selected companies will then be invited to perform at U.Dance 2014, a national youth dance platform. 

The evening will also feature a Māori Haka from Corey Baker Dance, a site specific dance performance from 
renowned Italian choreographer Luca Silvestrini and a new contemporary piece with a South Asian influence 
choreographed by Shane Shambhu and presented in conjunction with sampad. 

///////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////

Buy tickets

Ticket prices // £9/£7 concessions 
Age guidance // Suitable for all 

Visit idfb.co.uk/mydance for ticket information. 7
Image: Motionhouse Youth photograph by The Lift Creative Services



Buy tICketS

Ticket prices // £10 – £20 (concessions and group rates available) 

Age guidance // 12 years+ (contains nudity)

Call 0844 338 5000 or visit idfb.co.uk/alias to buy online.
5% transaction charge applies (excl. cash sales in person) plus £1 postage.  
Phone calls from 5p per minute. Prices and discounting subject to change. Image: Jean-Yves Genoud
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alias //

sidewaYs rain
Tuesday 29 – Wednesday 30 April  //  7.30pm   
Birmingham Hippodrome

////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////

Guilherme Botelho’s Sideways Rain is a metaphor for the primal energy running through all living things. Performed by  
14 dancers, they walk, run, fall, rise, stop and then start again, depicting the evolution of man and the human urge to 
constantly change and move forwards. Set to a chillingly hypnotic score by Mexican artist Fernando Corona best known 
as Murcof, Sideways Rain is a powerfully visual examination of human nature. 

Alias is an award-winning contemporary dance company based in Geneva led by choreographer and director Guilherme 
Botelho. Since its creation, Alias has produced more than 20 new works and performed in Europe, Africa, Asia and North 
and South America to critical acclaim. 

Born in São Paulo, Brazil, Guilherme Botelho is a former ballet dancer who conceived Alias out of a desire to create dance 
using a more intuitive approach, teaching his dancers to listen to their bodies, voices and most intimate thoughts to create 
emotionally resonant work.

////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////

 “A spectacle of visual 
and emotional power.” 

Judith Mackrell – The Guardian



Fabulous Beast Dance theatre //

the rite of spring & petrUshka
Tuesday 29 – Wednesday 30 April  //  7.30pm   
Warwick Arts Centre, Coventry

//////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////

The two halves of Michael Keegan-Dolan’s thrilling dance theatre double bill are a contrast in light and dark that 
mirrors the Stravinsky music of the same name. The imagery in The Rite of Spring is dark, shocking, violent and 
sexual. The rhythmic elements of the music are played out in scenes of a pagan fertility rite, as age is sacrificed 
and mother earth is worshipped. 

By contrast Petrushka is bright and light. Elements of folk dances and warmer days are conjured as couples 
dance for approval from their ancestors. 

Rite is about dark elemental forces, about power and violence while Petrushka is about aspiration, salvation and 
spiritual enlightenment. Performed by an international cast, both works are theatrical interpretations of the original 
music that created such outrage and excitement in the early 20th century.

The UK tour is funded by the National Lottery through Arts Council England and the Arts Council of Wales, and supported by Culture Ireland.  
The Rite of Spring & Petrushka is a Fabulous Beast Dance Theatre production in collaboration with Sadler’s Wells, co-produced with Movimentos 
Festwochen der Autostadt in Wolfsburg, Brisbane Festival, Galway Arts Festival and Melbourne Festival. The Rite of Spring was developed as a 
co-production between English National Opera and Fabulous Beast Dance Theatre. Performances of The Rite of Spring and Petrushka are given 
by permission of Boosey & Hawkes Music Publishers Ltd.  

//////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////

Buy tICketS

Ticket prices // £16 – £22 / Under 26s £11 
Age guidance // 16yrs+ (Contains nudity, sexual imagery and smoking)

Call 024 7652 4524 or visit idfb.co.uk/fabulousbeast to buy online. 11

 “There’s no doubting the spell of 
Keegan-Dolan’s imagination.” 
Judith Mackrell – The Guardian    

Image: Ros Kavanagh



///////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////

International Dance Festival Birmingham 2014 is delighted to present the world premiere of a 
unique collaboration from Birmingham’s Ex Cathedra, Québécois dance company Cas Public, 
and a cast of UK performers. Featuring works for choir, organ and cello, the evening culminates  
in an evocative reimagining of Duruflé’s Requiem with a mix of ballet, Kathak and contemporary 
dance. Over fifty performers will unite to create an ethereal, haunting atmosphere, transforming 
Symphony Hall as never before. 

Ex Cathedra has established an international reputation as a leading UK choir and Early Music 
ensemble, with a wide repertoire ranging from the 12th to the 21st centuries. A Town Hall Associate Artist, 
the group tours extensively across the UK and Europe as well as performing regularly in Birmingham.

Recognised for the passionate neo-classical style of its dance, Cas Public has toured extensively 
internationally while still retaining a strong link to its origins in Québec’s cultural landscape.

A classically trained Kathak dancer, Aakash Odedra is a rising star of British South Asian dance. 
He joins members of Birmingham Royal Ballet, the UK’s premiere touring ballet company, as 
guests in this IDFB performance.

///////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////

Buy tICketS

Ticket prices // £14.50 – £29.50 plus transaction fee* Concession rates available. *A £2.50 transaction fee, plus £1 (optional)  
postage, will be charged on all bookings except purchases made in person at the Town Hall or Symphony Hall Box office 
Age guidance // Suitable for all

Call 0121 345 0603 or visit idfb.co.uk/concertdanse to buy online. 13

WORLD 
PREMIERE

/////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////

Saint-Saëns Prière  
Massenet Pie Jesu 
Copland In the Beginning

Duruflé Requiem

Jeffrey Skidmore // Conductor 
Alexander Mason // Organ 
Andrew Skidmore // Cello 
Martha McLorinan // Mezzo Soprano  
Greg Skidmore // Baritone 
Ex Cathedra 
Dancers from Cas Public, Birmingham  
Royal Ballet and Aakash Odedra

Hélène Blackburn // Choreographer 
Pierre Lecours // Choreographer 
David Massingham // Creative Producer

/////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////

International Dance Festival Birmingham 2014 presents //

concert dansé
Friday 2 May  //  7.30pm
Symphony Hall

Image: Johan Persson

Sponsored by

Supported by



kidd Pivot //

tempest replica
Friday 2 – Saturday 3 May  //  7.30pm
Birmingham Hippodrome

/////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////

Integrating movement, original music, text, and rich visual design, Kidd Pivot’s 
performance work is assembled with recklessness and rigour.

In her new dance piece, based on motifs from Shakespeare’s The Tempest, Canadian 
choreographer Crystal Pite stages a game of revenge and forgiveness, reality and 
imagination. Pite explores these motifs in two contexts: a maquette of Shakespeare’s island 
as a metaphor for isolation, captivity and desire, and a nostalgic cityscape that evokes 
longing. Chalkwhite replicas deliver the essential plot points of the story, but the emotion 
and tension of the narrative are fleshed out by real characters. To explore and demonstrate 
this duplication of character and copy, the story and the body, requires something 
incomparably precious: the mastery and articulation of the dancer.

/////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////

Buy tICketS

Ticket prices // £10 – £20 (concessions and group rates available) 
Age guidance // 12yrs+

Call 0844 338 5000 or visit idfb.co.uk/tempest to buy online.
5% transaction charge applies (excl. cash sales in person) plus £1 postage.  
Phone calls from 5p per minute. Prices and discounting subject to change.

Image: Jörg Baumann 15

“Pite is an image-maker  
of rare distinction.”

The Australian



Sylvie Guillem //

6000 miles awaY
Tuesday 6 – Wednesday 7 May  //  7.30pm
Birmingham Hippodrome

////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////

International Dance Festival Birmingham is delighted to present a mixed programme 
devised and performed by internationally acclaimed dancer and Sadler’s Wells Associate 
Artist Sylvie Guillem.

Widely recognised as one of the world’s greatest dancers, Sylvie Guillem stars in this new 
evening of work by three of today’s most important choreographers; Mats Ek, William 
Forsythe and Jirí Kylián.

This Sadler’s Wells / Sylvie Guillem production features iconic dance-maker William Forsythe’s 
critically lauded duet, Rearray, alongside Mats Ek’s solo for Guillem, Bye, set to Beethoven’s 
last piano sonata. Completing the evening is a duet from Kylián’s work 27'52" performed  
by dancers handpicked by the choreographer.

////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////

Buy tICketS

Ticket prices // £20 – £39.50 (concessions and group rates available) 
Age guidance // 12yrs+

Call 0844 338 5000 or visit idfb.co.uk/6000 to buy online.
5% transaction charge applies (excl. cash sales in person) plus £1 postage.  
Phone calls from 5p per minute. Prices and discounting subject to change.

17

 “You can’t take your eyes off Guillem. The flair and 
virtuosity of her dancing stops you in your tracks.” 

Evening Standard 

Image: Bill Cooper
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aakash odedra Company //

mUrmUr & inked
Tuesday 6 – Wednesday 7 May  //  8pm
DanceXchange, The Patrick Centre, Birmingham Hippodrome

/////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////

A new double bill from Aakash Odedra Company. Artistic Director Odedra is one of the most sought after British choreographer/dancers 
today. Originally trained in the South Asian styles of Kathak and Bharatanatyam, he has developed a distinctive movement style following 
intensive training with some of the most prestigious choreographers in the world.

Diagnosed with dyslexia at a young age, Aakash found conventional education at school very challenging. He felt defined by his learning difficulties, 
rather than his abilities. As written language was so alien, dance became his preferred mode of expression. In Murmur, Aakash and Australian 
choreographer Lewis Major delve into the idea of warped and exaggerated realities. In a new collaboration with Major and Ars Electronica Futurelab 
(Linz, Austria), the company explores how the misconceptions of dyslexia can be revealed through visual design, light, sound and movement.

Scarification and tattoos have been used since ancient times as marks of identity or experience. Aakash Odedra’s grandmother’s body was 
covered by signs that ensured her protection and sense of belonging. In Inked, choreographed by Laurence Olivier award winner Damien Jalet, 
the body becomes a place of transformation, an envelope marked, folded and metamorphosed by its journey through a ritualized space. 

Supported by Sky Arts Academy Arts Scholarships. Co-commissioned by Arts at Dartington (Dartington Hall Trust, UK), Curve Theatre (Leicester, UK), DanceXchange (Birmingham, UK),  
La Maison de la musique de Nanterre (Nanterre, FR), Maison des Arts de Créteil (Créteil, FR),  Pavilion Dance South West (Bournemouth, UK), Royal Opera House (London, UK), Sampad 
(Birmingham, UK), Studio Programme, The Royal Ballet (London, UK ).

/////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////

Buy tICketS

Ticket prices // £12/£8 concessions 
Age guidance // 11yrs+

Call 0844 338 5000 or visit idfb.co.uk/murmur to buy online.
5% transaction charge applies (excl. cash sales in person) plus £1 postage.  
Phone calls from 5p per minute. Prices and discounting subject to change.

WORLD 
PREMIERE

Image: Lewis Major

 “A dancer to 
follow.” 

The Guardian on Rising
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les 7 Doigts de la Main //

séqUence 8
Thursday 8 – Saturday 10 May  //  7.30pm & 2pm (Saturday)
Birmingham Repertory Theatre

//////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////

Groundbreaking Montreal circus company Les 7 Doigts de la Main (The 7 Fingers) bring a deeply 
human dimension to the world of awe-inspiring acrobatics and phenomenal physicality to The REP 
as part of International Dance Festival Birmingham 2014.

Playful and profound, Séquence 8 is an exhilarating race through the furthest reaches of 
acrobatics, circus arts, dance and theatre. With emotions so heightened they spring into action, 
and relationships that transform and evolve until they create actual velocity, the show contemplates 
the role of the “other”, and how we define ourselves through and against it. 

Translating literally as ‘the 7 fingers of the hand’ Les 7 Doigts de la Main is a twist on a French idiom 
used to describe distinct parts united towards one common goal. Here it refers to the 7 founding 
directors of the company who, by combining their distinct talents and experiences, work together 
with the beautifully awkward dexterity of a 7-fingered hand.

//////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////
 

Circus workshops for groups of young people are available to book. Visit idfb.co.uk/takepart for details.

Buy tICketS

Ticket prices // £12 – £20 (limited concession rates available) 
Age guidance // Suitable for all

Call 0121 236 4455 or visit idfb.co.uk/sequence to buy online.

Credit card bookings incur a 3% fee per transaction and debit card bookings incur a 50p fee per transaction. 
Both fees are waived for online bookings and cash payments. A £1 postage charge will be added to your ticket order. Image: Yann Boyenval

 “7 Doigts put a human face 
on contemporary circus.” 
The Gazette, Montréal



Company Decalage //

match & halfwaY  
to the other side
Friday 9 – Saturday 10 May  //  8pm   
DanceXchange, The Patrick Centre, Birmingham Hippodrome

//////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////

Company Decalage present this highly anticipated world premiere double bill; featuring a meeting of minds, a light in the dark  
and three choreographers whose paths crossed, turned, flipped, spun and crossed again.

Celebrated Midlands based choreographer and bboy Mickael ‘Marso’ Riviere joins forces with two exceptional talents; acclaimed 
choreographer, actor and dancer Guy Nader (originally from Lebanon, based in Barcelona) and extraordinary performer and 
choreographer Salah El Brogy (hailing from Egypt, based in London). Together they have co-created two brand new duets.

In Match Guy Nader and Mickael ‘Marso’ Riviere construct a visually breathtaking place where destruction and renewal, devastation 
and beauty are never far apart. Salah El Brogy and Mickael ‘Marso’ Riviere present Halfway To The Other Side; part spiritual journey, 
part absurd reflection on our human tendency to repeat, replicate, endlessly circle through life and turn time on its head.

Supported  through public funding by the National Lottery through Arts Council England. Mickael ‘Marso’ Riviere is an Associate Artist at DanceXchange. Both works have 
been created with support from DanceXchange, The Place, Dance4 and Mercat De Las Flors, Barcelona through the European Dancehouse Network’s Carte Blanche scheme.  

//////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////

Buy tICketS

Ticket prices // £12/£8 concessions 
Age guidance // 11yrs+

Call 0844 338 5000 or visit idfb.co.uk/decalage to buy online.
5% transaction charge applies (excl. cash sales in person) plus £1 postage.  
Phone calls from 5p per minute. Prices and discounting subject to change.
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WORLD   
PREMIERE

 “The gravitas of classical theatre, but  
enough raw authenticity to leave teen  

hip hoppers in the audience spellbound.” 
londondance.com on La Porte Image: Marz1.4



luca Silvestrini’s Protein //

border tales
Tuesday 13 – Saturday 17 May  //  8pm   
DanceXchange, The Patrick Centre, Birmingham Hippodrome

///////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////

With an engaging blend of dance, dialogue and live music, award-winning Protein returns to Birmingham with a new slice of social 
commentary. Treated with trademark physical and verbal wit, Border Tales looks at multi-cultural living in the UK seen through the eyes  
of the characters on stage. Luca Silvestrini turns his sharply satirical gaze to stereotypical thinking, tolerance and where lines are drawn 
between ‘them’ and ‘us’. Seated in the round to bring you close to the action, a cast of international dancers and local performers will 
entertain and provoke you with this amusing yet poignant look at how we perceive ourselves and each other. 

Awarded Best Independent Dance Company at the 2011 National Dance Awards following its internationally successful production LOL  
(lots of love), Protein is known for high-quality distinctive and accessible dance theatre. The LOL creative team is back together for Border 
Tales, which includes a new score from composer Andy Pink.

Commissioned by Bath Dance, ICIA Bath, DanceEast, DanceXchange, Dance Manchester and The Place. Funded by Arts Council England and Esmée Fairbairn Foundation. Supported 
by modul-dance and the Culture Programme of the EU, Greenwich Dance, Yorkshire Dance, The Place Choreodrome, Trinity Laban, British Council and in co-production with tanzhaus  
nrw in the frame of modul-dance. Luca Silvestrini is a DanceXchange Associate Artist and a Work Place Artist. Protein is resident at Greenwich Dance and is a Yorkshire Dance Partner.  

/////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////// 
 

IDFB is pleased to be offering an audio described performance of Border Tales on Thursday 15 May. Please register your interest when booking.  
Workshops for groups of young people, older adults and professional dance artists are available. Visit idfb.co.uk/takepart for details.

Buy tICketS

Ticket prices // £12/£8 concessions 
Age guidance // 12yrs+

Call 0844 338 5000 or visit idfb.co.uk/protein to buy online.
5% transaction charge applies (excl. cash sales in person) plus £1 postage.  
Phone calls from 5p per minute. Prices and discounting subject to change.
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Image: Chris Nash

 “Luca Silvestrini is the sharpest  
of comic choreographers.”  

The Guardian



a Sadler’s Wells project //

breakin’ convention
Tuesday 20 – Wednesday 21 May  //  7.30pm  
(Foyer Events from 5.30pm)
Birmingham Hippodrome

//////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////

Breakin’ Convention, the international festival of hip hop dance theatre, returns 
with another line-up of jaw-dropping performances by companies from around 
the world and around the corner. Hosted and curated by UK hip hop theatre 
pioneer Jonzi D. Alongside performances from local crews, Breakin’ Convention 
includes ILL-Abilities (International), a b-boy company that challenges the 
misconceptions about people with disabilities, Ukweli Roach (UK), with an 
ensemble performance about temptation and vice, and Wanted Posse (France) 
expressing the roots of their personal revolutions. Breakin’ Convention is more 
than just a show: DJs, dancers, demonstrations and workshops take over the 
foyers in the ultimate celebration of hip hop culture!

Breakin’ Convention is a Sadler’s Wells Project and is supported by Dance Consortium.  
Line-up correct at time of going to print.

//////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////

Buy tICketS

Ticket prices // £9.50 in advance / £15 on the day 
Age guidance // Suitable for all

Call 0844 338 5000 or visit idfb.co.uk/breakinconvention to buy online.

5% transaction charge applies to £15 tickets, 50p transaction charge applies to £9.50 tickets, (excl. cash 
sales in person) plus £1 postage. Phone calls from 5p per minute. Prices and discounting subject to change.
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new adventures & re:Bourne //

lord of the flies
Wednesday 14 – Saturday 17 May  //  7.30pm, 2pm (Thursday), 
2.30pm (Saturday)  
Birmingham Hippodrome

/////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////

Matthew Bourne’s New Adventures has created some of the most successful 
shows of the last 25 years, including Swan Lake, Nutcracker! and the sell-out hit, 
Sleeping Beauty.

Now the company unites a cast of New Adventures dancers with remarkable 
young talent from the West Midlands in an extraordinary adaptation of William 
Golding’s classic novel, Lord of the Flies choreographed by Olivier nominated 
Scott Ambler. As the schoolboys find themselves abandoned in a deserted 
theatre, Golding’s legendary characters are brought to life with raw energy, 
emotional intensity and breathtaking performances. Civilisation crumbles and  
the rulebook is forgotten as the story builds to an electrifying climax. Chilling, 
beautiful and hugely entertaining, Lord of The Flies will enthral Bourne fans  
and inspire a generation of new audiences.

/////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////

Buy tICketS

Ticket prices // £15 – £36 (concessions and group rates available) 
Age guidance // 8yrs+

Call 0844 338 5000 or visit idfb.co.uk/newadventures to buy online.
5% transaction charge applies (excl. cash sales in person) plus £1 postage.  
Phone calls from 5p per minute. Prices and discounting subject to change.

 “A superbly visceral version of Golding’s 
novel. Astonishing, memorable.” 

The Glasgow Herald

Image: Paul Hampartsoumian
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aerites //

planites
Thursday 22 – Friday 23 May  //  8pm   
DanceXchange, The Patrick Centre, Birmingham Hippodrome

/////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////

Planites is the latest work by Greek choreographer Patricia Apergi and her company Aerites. Patricia’s 
choreography is inspired by street culture and everyday life, mixing dynamism of movement with sharp humour.

In Planites the company use the body and spirit of the streets as raw material to investigate an urban labyrinth. 
The piece explores the point of view of migrants moving from town to town, whether by choice or by force in 
today’s ever-evolving social and economic landscapes.

This high energy witty hip-hop fusion piece showcases the impressive skills of five talented dancers and will 
leave you questioning concepts of migration, immigration and integration.

Aerites is part of a European Dance House Network programme funded by the European Commission through Culture Programme, Modul Dance.

/////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////

Buy tICketS

Ticket prices // £12/£8 concessions 
Age guidance // 11yrs+

Call 0844 338 5000 or visit idfb.co.uk/aerites to buy online.
5% transaction charge applies (excl. cash sales in person) plus £1 postage.  
Phone calls from 5p per minute. Prices and discounting subject to change. Image: Andreas Endermann

 “The dancers are great, with 
loose-limbed precision, edgy 
energy and punchy accents.” 

Time Out on d.opa



Sidi larbi Cherkaoui //

m¡longa
Friday 23 – Saturday 24 May  //  7.30pm   
Birmingham Hippodrome

///////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////

Deeply rooted in Argentinean culture, tango has fascinated and captivated the world with its sexuality, power and beauty.

Internationally renowned for his ground-breaking and critically revered productions with artists like Akram Khan and Maria 
Pagés and for his award winning works, Sutra and Babel. Sidi Larbi Cherkaoui now collaborates with an incredibly 
talented cast of Argentinean dancers and live musicians to create a show that brings his own unique style to tango.

Taking the idea of a milonga as its starting point, those social dance-evenings held in intimate late night bars in Buenos 
Aires, Cherkaoui draws on traditional influences and adds a contemporary twist. This is the first time that an international 
large-scale production about tango has been directed by a non-Argentine artist, offering exciting opportunities to explore 
the traditional dance from another cultural perspective.

This promises to be a fascinating exploration of both traditional and contemporary tango for the 21st century.

Co-produced with: Théâtre Vidy-Lausanne; Migros Culture Percentage Dance Festival Steps; Théâtre du Jorat, Mézières; deSingel international  
arts campus, Antwerp; Les Théâtres de la Ville de Luxembourg; Les Nuits de Fourvière/Département du Rhône; Movimentos Festwochen der  
Autostadt in Wolfsburg; Festspielhaus St Pölten; Fondazione Musica per Roma; Eastman.  

///////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////

Buy tICketS

Ticket prices // £12 – £28 
Age guidance // 11yrs+

Call 0844 338 5000 or visit idfb.co.uk/milonga to buy online.
5% transaction charge applies (excl. cash sales in person) plus £1 postage.  
Phone calls from 5p per minute. Prices and discounting subject to change.

31

 “One of his most touching and entertaining shows…Rhythms flicker around the stage like 
forked lightning…. This is tango as we love it, but transcending clichés.” The  Guardian    

Image: Tristram Kenton
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b-town
Wednesday 21 – Saturday 24 May  //  9.30pm
Victoria Square, Birmingham City Centre
////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////

Following our spectacular outdoor productions in each edition of IDFB, 2014 sees pioneering performers  
from the world of street dance brought together in a show stopping new production, B-Town.

Referencing the ancient and the futuristic, B-Town sees elemental forces of good and evil harness the  
energy of our city, battling across the continents in Birmingham’s landmark Victoria Square. This electric  
new production features explosive dance from World B-Boy Champions Morning of Owl (Korea) and  
an all star line-up from Funkstylerz UK collective brought to you by ProDance.

////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////

WORLD 
PREMIERE

FREE 
OUTDOOR 

EVENT

Illustration: Sweaty Eskimo



candoco dance companY // stUdies for c 
Saturday 24 May  //  2pm & 4pm  //  the village Green  
(outside The Village Inn, Hurst Street. Access via Sherlock Street.)

Award-winning choreographer Javier de Frutos has created Studies 
for C, a duet depicting a couple trapped in a stagnating relationship. 
Inspired by Tennessee Williams’ play Camino Real and set to traditional 
Mexican Ranchera music by Lila Downs, this is a celebration of difference 
and rebellion. The costumes, also by de Frutos, feature the writings 
of Mexican revolutionary Emiliano Zapata, who famously said “I 
would rather die on my feet than live on my knees”. 

///////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////

denada dance theatre // YoUng man! 
Saturday 24 May  //  2.20pm & 4.20pm  //  the village Green  
(outside The Village Inn, Hurst Street. Access via Sherlock Street.)

A meaty, bold duet, Young Man! is a lustful and kitschy duel of 
seduction that puts the figure of the Spanish ‘macho’ to the test, 
tapping into the rawness and fatality of innate passions. Coarse  
and greasy, like the skin of an Iberian ham, and with a soundtrack  
of Spanish vintage classics, choreographer Carlos Pons Guerra’s 
Young Man! is a creature of desperation that can be found in  
many of us. Age guidance // 14yrs+

///////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////
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Come and paint the town red with IDFB’s  
series of dance themed parties. 
//////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////

argentine tango intensive  
Friday 25 – Sunday 27 April // 

& midnight milonga Saturday 26 April // 
8pm-1am // Blue Ice Plaza, Solihull

Birmingham Tango’s Loyd Vidal & Sandra Bernard 
lead a three day intensive in Argentine tango, a purely 
improvised dance, based on a strong connection 
between a couple and the music. On the Saturday 
night take part in a Midnight Milonga, a social dance 
evening usually held in intimate late night bars in 
Buenos Aires, with Comme Il Faut shoes, Soy 
Portena shoes and DJ Damian Boggio.

swing dance daY Saturday 3 May // Digbeth 
(in association with Electric Swing Circus)

& swingamajig 
Sunday 4 May // 2pm-5am //  Boxxed, Digbeth

Swingamajig is an urban festival dedicated to Electro 
Swing, Gypsy Folk and vintage mayhem, taking the 
sounds and styles from the 1920s and giving them a 
modern twist. On Saturday IDFB has teamed up with 
Swingamajig’s organisers Electric Swing Circus to host a 
day of swing dance – come and learn the moves to join 
in on the day. Then on Sunday bring the whole family to 
see some of the most inventive, entertaining live acts, 
DJs, swing dancers, acrobats and artists around.

the soUnd of footwork  
(in association with brukup!)

Saturday 17 May // 8pm-2am //  
Hare & Hounds, kings Heath

Bringing back the old school... expect house, broken 
beats and jazz fusion. Take part in workshops to 
perfect your style during the day and then unleash 
your fast and fancy footwork in the evening! 18yrs+

international capoeira festival  
& brazilian carnival parade 

Friday 23 – Sunday 25 May // mac birmingham

A three day festival of workshops, demonstrations 
and open classes delivered by established Capoeira 
masters from Brazil, for participants of all ages. 
Experience Brazilian beats and culture first-hand  
at this festival, which culminates in a Carnival  
Parade, with handmade instruments (made at craft 
workshops), vibrant live music – and dancing! 
Suitable for all ages. 

rebel spirit: brazilian clUb night  
(in association with Espirito Brum) 
Saturday 24 May // 8pm-12am // PSt, Digbeth

On Saturday night, in partnership with Espirito  
Brum, join us at PST, Digbeth to celebrate Brazil and 
Birmingham with a club night, featuring live band/
artists, DJs, live percussion and dancing. 18yrs+ 

For information on times, prices, workshop schedules, and to book tickets for a Paint The Town Red event visit: idfb.co.uk/paintthetown
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Birmingham Hippodrome in partnership with Birmingham Pride – the lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and transgender Festival

“Subtle and 
passionate.” 

The Times

“Highly entertaining.” Dance Europe

all of birmingham is a stage exhibition
Thursday 8 – Sunday 11 May  //  Millennium Point
 
Students from Birmingham City University’s School of Architecture have 
been working with DanceXchange to imagine how disused or unloved 
corners of Birmingham could be transformed into performance spaces. 

See the results in an exhibition which aims to kick-start regeneration 
and community development projects across the city. On Thursday 
and Friday look out for pop-up performances by Birmingham Ormiston 
Academy dance students, inspired by the architectural designs. 

The exhibition forms part of Birmingham Made Me 2014.

FREE 
OUTDOOR 
EVENTS



Corey Baker Dance // headphones 
Wednesday 30 April – Sunday 4 May  //   

1 & 3pm daily 

Birmingham High Street & City Centre

Follow @IDFB #headphones on Twitter  
to find out the exact locations on the day.

Appearing amongst the crowds of shoppers 
in Birmingham city centre, this comical solo 
performance shuffles through a whole host of 
dance styles and music genres. The audience 
even gets to direct the performer at times, 
meaning no two shows will be the same!
Commissioned by IDFB. 

Corey Baker Dance // a haka daY oUt 
Saturday 10 May // Free workshops:  
12-12.30pm, 1-1.30pm & 2.30-3pm  //  
Live Haka Performance: 3.30pm 

Birmingham City Centre

Take part in a traditional Māori experience in 
Birmingham city centre as part of A Haka Day Out. 
IDFB’s International Resident Choreographer 
and New Zealander Corey Baker will lead 
exhilarating tribal Haka (war dance) workshops 
with native Māori performers, followed by a 
live Haka performance. Suitable for everyone – 
just turn up and have a go. 
Commissioned by IDFB.

pUt YoUr foot down 
Saturday 17 May // 12pm-6pm   

Bullring, Spiceal Street

Take a break from shopping and watch a 
spectacular array of free dance performances 
in a range of styles with everything from street 
to capoeira, giving you a real flavour of IDFB. 

Spiceal Street will be brought to life with 
fantastic entertainment by professional and 
community groups, plus take part in free 
taster dance workshops.

oUt & aboUt 
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LOVE what we do? 
SuPPORT what we do! 
Memorable, moving moments –  
you can help us to keep them coming 

/////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////

For many people, their unforgettable IDFB experience will be an 
unexpected encounter at one of our free events or through an 
activity in their school or community. IDFB offers multiple precious 
experiences which stir the senses and open eyes. 

A donation to IDFB will help share your experience with others 
and secure similar events for the future.

We need your help to:

Keep all of our open space activities free

Fund workshops and taster sessions  
in the heart of local communities

 
Donate by text: text ‘IDFB14’ followed by  
the amount you want to give to 70070.
(For example: to donate £10 text ‘IDFB14 £10’ to 70070.) 

Or you can donate online: idfb.co.uk

/////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////

Thanks to Arts Council England’s Catalyst Arts Award, 
donations received from individuals are matched  
automatically by the scheme. This means, combined  
with Gift Aid, a £10 donation can be worth £22.50 to us. 

FREE 
OUTDOOR 
EVENTS

Look out for IDFB 2014 out-and-about in Birmingham city centre, popping  
up in unusual places and spaces with a host of FREE performances!

Workshops related to our Out & About programme 
are available for your workplace or school. To find 
out more visit idfb.co.uk/takepart

There will also be a whole range of pop-up ‘taster’ performances from artists in the IDFB 
theatre programme on the streets during the four weeks of the festival, to give you a 
flavour of what you can expect to see on stage – so keep your eyes peeled for us!

Image: Nicholas Keegan

Image: Irven Lewis

Image: Time Unlimited Tours

DanceXchange & Shaun Parker Company //  
spill: a plaYgroUnd of dance 
Sunday 25 May  //  Cannon Hill Park

First seen in IDFB 2012, Spill is back by popular demand! 

Combining quirky, dynamic dance with high energy street gymnastics, 
the dancers blaze a colourful trail across the structures and landscapes 
of the playground. Each performance is unique as the show scrambles 
around, over, under and through swings, slides and roundabouts. 
Kids will love it, grown-ups will love it too!



Booking fees // Please note that each venue may apply its own transaction charges and call rates. Where possible we’ve outlined these on the event pages within this brochure.  
Check our website for more details or ask before making your purchase(s) in person or by phone.

Age guidance // Visiting companies provide age guidances for their performances, indicating if there are themes or content (such as nudity or swearing) which may be inappropriate for younger audiences.  
Where possible IDFB endeavours to ensure age guidances are correct at the time of going to print, but if you have concerns about the suitability of a performance contact the relevant venue’s box office or idfb@dancexchange.org.uk 

Birmingham Hippodrome // 0844 338 5000 
Hurst Street, Southside, Birmingham, B5 4TB // 
birminghamhippodrome.com

The Crescent Theatre // 0121 643 5858 
Sheepcote Street, Birmingham, B16 8AE // crescent-theatre.co.uk

Millennium Point // 0121 202 2222  
Curzon St, Birmingham, B4 7XG // millenniumpoint.org.uk

 The Patrick Centre // 0844 338 5000  
Hurst Street, Southside, Birmingham, B5 4TB // dancexchange.org.uk

Birmingham Repertory Theatre // 0121 236 4455  
Broad Street, Birmingham B1 2EP // birmingham-rep.co.uk

Ruddock Performing Arts Centre // 0121 472 9585 
King Edward’s School & King Edward VI High School, Edgbaston 
Park Road, Birmingham, B15 2UA // ruddockpac.co.uk

Symphony Hall // 0121 345 0603  
Broad Street, Birmingham, B1 2EA // thsh.co.uk

Warwick Arts Centre // 024 7652 4524  
University of Warwick, Coventry, CV4 7AL // warwickartscentre.co.uk

oFFICIal FeStIval Hotel

Copthorne Hotel Birmingham      
Paradise Circus, Birmingham, B3 3HJ 

Working in partnership with IDFB 2014 providing 
comfortable accommodation and excellent facilities 
for visiting artists. Festival visitors can also expect  
a warm welcome and a relaxed atmosphere. There’s 
a 20% discount too, so why not make a night of it?

Use the promo code ‘ICC20’ when you visit: 
millenniumhotels.co.uk/copthornebirmingham

iDFB 2014 ticKets
Contact the relevant venue directly to check availability, buy your tickets in person or over the phone, and to plan your journey:

/////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////

To buy your tickets online visit: idfb.co.uk
/////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////



Every care has been taken to ensure all information in this brochure is correct at the time of 
going to print but may be subject to change – please check idfb.co.uk for up-to-date information.

DanceXchange Ltd. Registered Charity No. 1045364

GET INVOLVED 
WITH IDFB ONLINE
//////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////

  Find us on Facebook: 
facebook.com/InternationalDanceFestivalBirmingham

  Follow us on Twitter: 
@IDFB 

  Watch our videos on YouTube:
youtube.com/IDFBonline

  See our photos on Flickr: 
fl ickr.com/photos/idfb 

///////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////

You can also see a full archive of all three previous festivals by visiting 
the website. And to get all the latest announcements delivered straight 
to your inbox, join our mailing list at idfb.co.uk/mailinglist

///////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////




