CROSSTALK
Autumn 2017

Congregation No. 161054
Scottish Charity No. SC015579

Musings from the manse

Transformation - “ if anyone is in Christ, he
is a new creation.” 2 Cor 5: 17
Dear friends
Transformation is ‘a marked differentiation in form or nature’. Like the
emergence of a butterfly - egg to caterpillar to chrysalis and, finally to butterfly,
there can be many stages involved. Yet when a transformation has taken place,
you can often see it, and you can always feel it.
Last year, our theme was pilgrimage, and we visited different Celtic and early
Christian sites - Loch Lomond, the Govan Stones, and the Cathedral. We
thought about some of the Christian saints - like St Kessog, St Kentigern and St
Columba and gave thanks for the Christian heritage that we have in this land.
We recognise that we continue on a spiritual pilgrimage through life, and that
Christ is our companion wherever we go.
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Once we are walking with Christ, enjoying His presence and listening for His
voice and His direction, then we start to see the world through new eyes. And
often then God begins to transform us and make us more like Him. His Holy
Spirit challenges the darker areas of our soul and inspires us with the light of
God.
I remember well the morning, when, after listening to all my outpourings
regarding the chaos running riot at that time, my long-suffering and very wise
friend simply commented, “Just let the Spirit hover over the chaos”
Over the summer, I have been reading a book by Margaret Silf called “The
other side of chaos”, and she is saying that though transitions are scary and
unsettling, they can often lead us to places where we can flourish. In one of her
chapters entitled “ God bless this mess” she says: “ Transitions are messy.
Transitions are chaotic. Transitions are where our hard-won order breaks down
into disorder, and then says: “The action of God on the raw material of creation
gives us a clue:
A wind of change and
transformation can blow away
the dark void
A new energy can emerge or
even erupt
New possibilities can “ foam
forth” one by one
This is the singular gift of
existence, forever renewing itself”
We don’t need to understand quantum physics to recognise that these
patterns of creation on the cosmic scale are also detectable in our individual
lives at the microcosmic scale. What was true for the beginnings of our universe
might also hold good for the beginnings of every new stage in any one
life.”Sometimes our lives feel a bit messy, and nothing is working out. Yet the
Holy Spirit can work in the midst of the mess, to bring new life and
transformation.
We need transformation in the life of our church. We have had a hard year,
with so many deaths, and with Ellen our youth worker moving to Shetland, and
Lynsey our student moving on. It has been hard, because we miss them all. Yet
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we pray that God will do something new in our midst. We pray for God to
direct us in the year ahead. We pray for a new youth worker. We pray for all
our organisations as they start up for the new session. We pray for new people
to feel part of our community.
Happily, our book group is resuming with the second in the Sensible Shoes
series “ Two steps forward”. I’m also delighted that our new “Drop-in café” is
up and running on a Friday afternoon from 1pm-3pm, and is proving a
popular occasion to get together. Everyone is welcome to come along!
( please do get in touch if you have any questions about it, or just drop in).
An additional theme for this autumn is the 500th anniversary of Martin
Luther posting the” 95” theses on the door of the University in Wittenburg,
Germany which will be marked widely at the end of October. We too will have
some services reflecting on the roles of Knox, Calvin and then Luther himself
in the reformation. Again, these were times when God was reforming His
church, challenging old ways of doing things, and encouraging people to
engage with the Bible for themselves. The challenge for us today is, what
might the Holy Spirit be saying to the church now?
We know the church is always changing, always reforming. Do you wonder
what that means for us in Temple Anniesland church today? What new things
might God want us to do, as a church family and as individuals?
Will you pray with me that God’s Holy Spirit will be at work in our midst, and
breath His energy and beauty and fresh possibilities into our lives?
Every blessing,

Fiona

Stop press! -

We
The deadline for the Winter 2017 edition of
have a new student
Crosstalk is
minister joining us
12th November 2017
shortly. Matthew
Articles can be handed to the AV desk in the
Richies will be with
us for 10 weeks before church on Sunday or to the Church Office or
emailed to: office@tachurch.org.uk or any
Christmas and 10
other way you can think to get the information
weeks between
to the editor!
Christmas and Easter.
www.tachurch.org.uk
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Congregational Register
Baptism - we give thanks for the baptism of:
28 May

-

Abriana Rohin

18 June

-

Chantelle Tait

18 June

-

Gemma-Lea Tait

20 August

-

Azadeh Sorbi Akbari

Deaths - “blessed are those who mourn for they shall be comforted”
August

-

Rev William Bryden (District 13)

August

-

James Muldrew

(District 20)

New Members – we extend a warm welcome to:
Azadeh Sorbi Akbari
Wedding - united in marriage:
18th August - Ellen Griffiths and Alastair Weir

Messy church

-

resumes this

month, and the dates for the new
session are 15th September, 27th October, 24th November all from
5.30pm till 7.30pm, and then on
Saturday 23rd December from 46pm.
Messy church is a relaxed meeting,
which includes themed crafts,
songs, bible stories and food. It is for people of every
age, from babies to people 100 years old. Please, if you have not come along
before, do pop in and enjoy the atmosphere and the meal!
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Notes of Gratitude
To my Temple Anniesland family,
I would like to thanks everyone for the beautiful flowers I
received before, and also for the lovely flowers I received on
my 90th birthday in July.
I would also like to thank Alison for keeping me up to date
with the things going on. I also had a wonderful visit from
Fiona. We had a lovely chat, which I truly felt the better of.
With love and appreciation,
Edith Hedges.
Breast Cancer Care - Strawberry Fayre To the Temple Anniesland Church

Family -

5th August.
I would like to thank everyone who
came along to support us. It was our

I would like to thank Fiona and
everyone who visited me in hospital.

best turnout ever! We raised well over Also those who sent flowers, gifts,
cards and gave great encouragement
£1850. Every penny goes towards
supporting those affected by a Breast during the months while I recovered.
All your kindnesses and prayers made
Cancer diagnosis.

such a difference and were very much
appreciated.

Diana Johnston
Breast Cancer Care Volunteer

Isobel Brown

Dear Church family,
I want to thank you for the beautiful flowers I was given, the many cards I received and the prayers offered on my behalf during my recent spell of indifferent health this summer.
I felt very blessed, supported and encouraged by your care and concern, and
I’m happy to report that I’m doing well now. Grateful thanks,
Claire Griffiths
www.tachurch.org.uk
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Blythswood Shoeboxes a grateful reminder.

Thank you again for all your support in the past. Last
year Blythswood delivered 121,474 shoeboxes to very
needy people in Eastern Europe and Pakistan. Our
church contributed 126 boxes which means that out
of every 1000 boxes, one came from Temple Anniesland Church!
This year again we are concentrating on teenage boys - 100 of them! If
anyone could contribute any of the following items they would be
greatly appreciated:
Teenage boys socks; Teenage boys pants; combs; soap; facecloths;
toothbrushes; toothpaste (supermarket own brand is fine); notebooks;
pens; shampoo/shower gel (no bigger than 250ml); and sweets (no
chocolate, no lollipops and Sell by date AFTER MARCH 2018)
Although as a church we don’t do baby boxes(0-3 years), I sort out baby
stuff at the depot and fill boxes there. If anyone could knit baby clothes,
especially mittens, I would be very grateful.
We’ll leave a box on the table in the Old Hall on the Sunday’s of 1st, 8th,
and 15th October for any contributions. Blythswood can use anything,
as long as it is new.
Please remember that our coffee morning will take place on Saturday
7th October. Do put this date in your diary.
Many thanks, Alison and Blythswood Group
Priorities for my day - John Justin Brown
I wake up each morning, with a song in my heart
I know in my soul it’s the best way to start
praising my Lord for the life that I live
showing me how to love and forgive sometimes, perhaps, a hard thing to do,
it’s making each day my homage to You
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Drop in café Fridays 1-3pm Annie’s Place!
We’ve had a good start to our
drop in café on a Friday
afternoon. It is a place to come for
a coffee and cake, to chat and, if
desired, to join in games or crafts!
We had a great quiz last week. It is
designed to be a friendly space,
where everyone is welcome and can find a listening ear. Please come along
and find out for yourself. If you have ideas too, of how we can better serve
people in our community, please let us know. Also please let others know of
this opportunity to meet friends in a welcoming place. It’s there for the whole
community.

Have you wondered what’s really going on at Messy Church and Annie’s Place? Here’s some insight about part of it from a church in Aberdeenshire.

Being Hospitable - by Rev Stella Campbell , Skene Parish
Church.(from the Church of Scotland ‘Go for it’ Blog.)
“When you invite someone to sit at your table and you want to cook for
them, you’re inviting a person into your life.” Maya Angelou
When did you last invite someone to sit and enjoy a meal or a cup of
tea with you?
Being hospitable is a core aim of Messy Church. Food plays a big part
in our monthly gatherings. We can have up to 70 people tucking in at a
time. From grandparents to our craft team and from babies in high chairs
to
(Continued on page 9)
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Harvest Sunday and the
Lodging House Mission
Giving thanks for God’s generous bounty.
Our Harvest Sunday this year is the 1st October.
As usual we make a special offering but we also
collect food and drink items to give to the Lodging
House Mission here in Glasgow. The Lodging
House Mission team are always very grateful for
these donations but with experience have found
that certain things are always needed and some are
not needed. There is a full list posted in the Old Hall
on the library book case of items that are requested and the same list will
shortly be available on Sunday at your table and on the church web site.
However here is an abbreviated guide to the requests:
Cereals and Porridge - (but not Shredded Wheat type, or muesli [Alpine}),
Tinned Soups - Chicken, Tomato, Lentil, Scotch Broth, Vegetable, Minestrone
Tinned Meat/Fish - e.g. Mince, Ham, Corned Beef, Meatballs, Stew, (not Tuna)
Tinned Vegetables .
Jars of Pasta Bake sauces, Jars of Curry Sauces or Curry Paste. Tomato Sauce.
Selected herbs and spices - see full list. Brown Sauce, Vegetable Oil, Bisto.
Long Grain Rice, Broth mix, Dried Peas, Lentils
Things they find they don’t need are:
Pasta, Pearl Barley, Tea Bags, Drinking Chocolate, Marmalade, Prunes and
Grapefruit, as well as the ‘not required‘ items mentioned above.
Thinking of our own members, flowers are always a welcome donation and if
you can help with flower delivery on the day, please get in touch with
Elisabeth Robertson.
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Being Hospitable (Continued from page 7)
kitchen cookies. The picnic teas are the most
popular with the sandwiches disappearing
fast. But as folks munch away, there is
something else going on. Life is being
shared across the tables. Banquets are a sign
of God’s kingdom and as such our meals are
crucial for creating community.
As Lucy Moore says, “eating together gives more opportunity for
building relationships, and providing a meal for friends and stranger expresses something of God’s open-handed generosity.”
Last year we decided to host a Big Family Supper. We wanted to bring
together people from our congregation and our Messy Church. One of our
younger families took on the catering. The food was amazing. This gave
our kitchen cookies a well-earned break. It was wonderful to see them
being served for a change.
Last year we decided to host a Big Family Supper. We wanted to bring
together people from our congregation and our Messy Church. One of our
younger families took on the catering. The food was amazing. This gave
our kitchen cookies a well-earned break. It was wonderful to see them
being served for a change.
Our children designed the invitations and welcomed guests as they arrived, leading them to their tables, ensuring a great mix of ages and backgrounds. The atmosphere was superb. We played games, made friends
and spent a long time washing up in the kitchen. But even that gave us the
opportunity for good conversations and to practice some first aid! The
food left over was delivered to a local charity to ensure as little wastage
as possible. A sense of partnership in creating something new was experienced by those involved and people talked about it for long after it happened.
Of course, there may not always be time or resources to provide a feast.
But it is worth thinking about where food or hospitality fits in what you
are trying to do. It can break down barriers and foster community. Just
think of how often Jesus is described as going to someone’s house for a
meal!
“When you eat or drink or do anything else, always do it to honour God.”
1 Corinthians 10:31
www.tachurch.org.uk
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The Guild
Tom Griffiths
The Guild held its postponed AGM at the beginning of
August with Jim Stewart kindly agreeing to chair the
meeting. Amongst a number of other matters, members
heard about the updating of the financial management arrangements; Isabel
Barrie having agreed to take on the role of treasurer, pro tem. Members are
looking forward to a varied and interesting syllabus and all are invited to
meetings where you will be made very welcome. The programme for this
session is:
Oct

3rd

Opening Meeting - Rev. A Bradley

10th Tea and Chat
17th Speaker - Guild Projects
24th Tea and Chat
31st Speaker - Action Aid with Stuart Laurie
Nov

7th Tea and Chat
14th Guild Video and Bring and Buy Sale
21st Tea and Chat
28th Festive Lunch

Dec

5th Tea and Chat
12th Christmas Party and Afternoon Tea

2018
Jan

16th Tea and Chat
23rd New Year Message - Rev Fiona Gardner
30th Speaker - Therapets

Feb

6th Tea and Chat
13th Speaker - A history of the Central Hotel
20th Tea and Chat
27th Speaker - “Hats” with Alice Gray
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continued ->^

Guild Syllabus continued:
Mar

6th
13th
20th
27th

Tea and Chat
AGM and Daffodil Tea
Speaker - Fay Platt
Bus Run and Lunch

Other dates for your diary:
2017
Oct 21st
Guild Coffee Morning
Nov 19th - 26th Guild Week

Young People - groups and organisations update.
Boys’ Brigade – the new session has started and about 13 boys and two
young leaders as well as the officers have recently been to Dalguise
Tuesday Brownies – . There are around 11 girls at the moment with 6 on the
waiting list. They are starting their programme for the coming session and
also hope to go on a pack holiday.
Guides – “We have potentially 36 Guides now and welcome back Nakita Kaur,
who was a unit helper a couple of years ago. Nakita will be helping out every
two weeks. We say farewell to unit helper Laura Buchanan, who is moving
back home, and we are expecting another new helper to join us soon. Leader
in training Laura Porteous is embarking on her Duke of Edinburgh Gold
Award, and we'll be doing some fundraising throughout the year to help towards the cost of her expedition in 2018.
Rainbows - The new session started on the 4th of September. There are
around 12 girls.
Sunday Club - with Ellen having left, the Sunday Club will be going through a
period of transition. Gail Greive is co-ordinating a rota for helpers. Ellen will
be very much missed, however the Sunday Club has a very enthusiastic and
dedicated group of volunteers to help take things forward.
www.tachurch.org.uk

Page 11

Extracts from
Presbytery
Meetings
Anne Weir (Presbytery Elder)

John’s Renfield Church on 30th June
2017 was granted.
b) also a letter was received from Rev
Dr Laurence Whitley (Glasgow
Cathedral) stating his wish to demit his
charge, and retire on 31st July 2017.

May and June 2017

Rev Alasdair Duncan (St George’s
Both meetings were held at Springburn Tron) - was invited to address
Presbytery on being a Transition
Parish Church, opened with prayer,
Minister for 4 years, in the “church in
and were constituted by the
the city”, ministering to workers,
Moderator – Rev Jeanne Roddick
students and night -time party goers ,
(Greenbank Church).
also to homeless and marginalised
people. The congregation is working
Extracts from Presbytery meeting
with a Kirk Session and Leadership
held on 9th May 2017
A welcome to Glasgow Presbytery was Team of 12 people, running the Café
Church, and also with Street Pastors,
given to 3 ministers, including a local
Glasgow City Mission, a weekly café
minister – Rev Ruth Forsythe OLM,
especially for overseas students and a
who is appointed as Spiritual
Bible Study for Refugees and Asylum
Formation Advisor to the Presbytery,
Seekers.
and also to support the Minister of
Broomhill/Hyndland.
World Mission:
The C of S “Build a House” appeal is still
Business Committee Report:
open, and any money raised can be
Twinning with the Diocese of
Hyderabad - Presbytery was asked to sent to the Presbytery Office. The
Nepalese Government has not yet
approve in principle the Covenant of
authorised the building of the houses.
Partnership between Presbytery of
The C of S has raised over £300,000,
Glasgow and the Diocese of
and this will be held back, until the
Hyderabad.
house building actually begins.
Vacancy Business:
a) the request from Rev Fiona Lillie to
demit her charge, and retire from St
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from Glasgow Care Foundation, to
speak about this long-established
charity, which exists to help alleviate
poverty, and change lives.

and 4 Readers -in-Training (3 male, 1
female).

Vacancy Business:
Letters of Demission were received
Strategic Planning:
from the following Ministers –
a) Presbytery approved the Basis of
1) Rev Dr Laurence Whitley (Glasgow
Union of the congregations of
Cathedral) – who is retiring
Shawlands and South Shawlands and 2) Rev Graham Atkinson (Sandyhills) –
(b) the Basis of Union of Broomhill and moving to Aviemore
Hyndland.
3) Rev Jonathan De Grout (Sandyford
Henderson) – for theological reasons,
Extracts from Presbytery Meeting
in connection with the General
held on 20th June 2017
Assembly decision on Same-Sex
Marriage
Installation of New Moderator:
4) Rev Dr David Sinclair (Wellington) –
The new Moderator of Glasgow
to take up a post with a Christian
Presbytery – Rev Ian Galloway (Gorbals organisation in Prague
Church) was installed for the session
2017-2018.
Appointment of Interim Moderators Business Committee Report:
a) It was recommended that Presbytery
appoints Rev George S Cowie (South
Holburn Church, Aberdeen) as
Presbytery Clerk, with effect from 1st
September 2017
b) The Twinning Agreement between
Presbytery and the Diocese of
Hyderabad has now been signed.
Report of Ministry Committee:
Four candidates for Ministry were
presented (3 male, 1 female), Also 10
Readers (5 male, 5 female) currently
under the supervision of Presbytery,

locally
Rev Graham Thain to Partick Trinity
Rev Richard Buckley to Sandyford
Henderson
Rev Jan Mathieson to Wellington
Strategic Planning:
a) The Service of Union of Shawlands
and South Shawlands took place on
15th June 2017
b) The Service of Union for Broomhill
and Hyndland [took] place on 7th
September 2017.

www.tachurch.org.uk
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Goodbyes
Goodbye- to our youth worker Ellen Griffith.
We are sad to say goodbye to our youth worker for the last three years Ellen. It was a privilege to have Ellen with us, and to work with her in so many
projects. Her creativity, hard work, gift for words, and many thoughtful acts
were so meaningful. The Holiday club “ Wastewatchers” in July was a fitting
last week for us all to have together, with prayers, fun, songs, bible stories, and
a theme of transformation. Ellen has a very distinctive ministry, and we already
miss her very much.
However many of us were delighted to be with Ellen as she married Al on
the 18th of August, and to celebrate their wedding day together. It was a
beautiful day of worship, love and rejoicing, and I’m sure we will continue to
keep Mr and Mrs Weir in our prayers, as they move to Shetland. (Maybe we
should pop up to visit? )

Goodbye to our ministry student - Lynsey Brennan.
We were also sorry to say good bye to our ministry student Lynsey Brennan,
who has served a 10 week full time placement here at the church. Lynsey was
wonderfully eager to engage with all that was going on, and we really
appreciated her ministry in our midst - her wise words, and her enthusiasm for
sharing her faith and all that it means. We continue to pray for her as she
moves to St Paul’s church in Milngavie for her probationary period, and we
pray for her, and for her husband Stephen, and sons Samuel, Ciaran and
Malachi. I’m sure all of us will want to thank her so much for going the extra
mile in all that she did, and I hope we’ll manage to keep in touch with Lynsey’s
progress!
We are thankful for the ministries of Ellen and Lynsey, and they remind us
that God is continuing to call people into ministry in His church, and to have
hope! We do need to continue to pray for more people to be raised up into
ministry in Christ’s church.
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Holiday club - Wastewatchers.
We are so thankful to God, and to everyone
who came along to our Waste watchers
holiday club. We had a fantastic team, who
worked beautifully together, and 25-30
children each day. There was so much
creativity, drama, stories and song, it was just

a wonderful experience and it felt as if God
was teaching us more about looking after His
world and also about looking after each
other. A thousand thank-yous to all who
helped lead the groups, worked in the
kitchen, helped with craft and prayed for us.
We are so grateful.

Fiona
www.tachurch.org.uk
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Autumn Church Calendar
24 Sep

11:00am - Worship - theme of transformation
6.30pm
Prayers for healing service.
th
27
7.30pm
Congregational Board meeting
( please note this meeting is one week early)
st
1 Oct
11:00am
Harvest Thanksgiving speaker from Tearfund.
6.30pm
KFC service at Knightswood St Margaret’s
th
7
10:00am
Blythswood Coffee morning
8th
11:00am
Rev Andrew Bradley leading worship
th
15
11:00am
Reformation in Scotland - John Knox
2.30pm
Castlebank Gardens service
22nd
11:00am
Reformation in Switzerland - John Calvin
6.30pm
Prayers for healing service
th
27
5.30pm
Messy church
th
29
11:00am
Reformation in Germany - Martin Luther
7:00pm
Youth Development meeting.
st
1
Nov 7.30pm
Kirk Session meeting
th
5
11:00am
The church - always reforming?
10th
7.30pm
Christian Solidarity meeting
th
12
10.45am
Remembrance Sunday
2.30pm
Castlebank gardens service
th
19
11:00am
Sunday Worship
25th
10-12 noon Christmas fair.
26th
11:00am
SundayWorship
6.30pm
Prayers for healing service.
2nd Dec tbc
Saturday Advent Reflective prayer morning
rd
3
11:00am
First Sunday in Advent
6.30pm
KFC service Corpus Christi church.
6th
7.30pm
Congregational Board meeting
th
10
11:00am
The Sacrament of Communion
2:30pm
Castlebank Gardens service
6.30pm
Prayers for healing service
th
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