
 
            
 
 
 
 
 

ABOUT THE FESTIVAL 
 

The Stables, Milton Keynes is one of the UK’s leading music venues and 
celebrated its 50th anniversary in 2020. It is the producer of IF: Milton Keynes 
International Festival, which it founded in 2010.  
 

stables.org  
 

 
 

Creating unique and memorable experiences, the Festival is designed to encourage people to see a different 
side to Milton Keynes, presenting a world-class, multi-arts programme which includes new commissions, site-
specific and participatory projects, large-scale/outdoor and family events, concerts, theatre, dance, music and 
visual arts installations.  
 

  
 
The Festival takes place in surprising and unusual locations across Milton Keynes, including parks, public 
squares, commercial and retail spaces, as well as in the online and digital realm. 
 

Festival Partners who invest in the programme development include Arts Council England, Milton Keynes City 
Council, trusts and foundations, individuals and businesses. 
 

ifmiltonkeynes.org    @IFMKFest   #IFMKfest       
 
 



THE 2023 FESTIVAL 
 

The next Festival programme is in the final stages of development and it features the 
following core elements: 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

     

The Spiegeltent in ‘Festival Central’, Campbell Park 
 

The Spiegletent is an exotic setting for live music, comedy, cabaret 
and contemporary circus in the Festival’s main hub - ‘Festival Central’.  
 

Beautifully constructed from wood and lavishly decorated with stained 
glass, velvet drapes and mirrors (‘spiegletent’ means ‘mirror tent’), and 
with a bar, the Spiegeltent is the beating heart of the Festival and the 
ideal meeting place for audiences and performers. 
 

Acoustic Stage in ‘Festival Central’, Campbell Park 
 

The Stables Sessions on the Acoustic Stage put a spotlight on new 
sounds, emerging talent and unsigned bands from Milton Keynes and 
beyond.  
 
A popular and free Festival hotspot, the Acoustic Stage offers an 
informal and relaxed atmosphere to enjoy a drink and great live 
music. 

Large-Scale Outdoor Events and Spectaculars 
 

The Festival has built a strong and solid reputation for large-scale, 
family-friendly events in public spaces.  
 
These events provide a ‘wow factor’, offering extraordinary and 
memory-making experiences for large numbers of people.  
 

New Commissions and Premieres 
 

Working with internationally recognised artists and creative 
companies, the Festival commissions new and site-specific 
performances, installations and events specially for Milton Keynes. 
 
The Festival also works to secure world, UK and English premieres 
for people to see and enjoy for very the first time. 
 

  
 



 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Free and Pop-Up Events 
 
Open access / free events are programmed throughout the Festival’s 
10 days in Festival Central, Campbell Park and across the city 
centre. 
 
These events generate high levels of interest and engage people in 
the Festival’s activities - whether they are a ‘culture vulture’ or not. 
 
 

  
__- 

Community Participation Projects 
 

The Festival has a track record of creating community 
participation projects that are a key feature of the 
Festival’s programme.  
 

Bringing artists and people from all walks of life 
together, skills and experiences are shared to create 
projects that have particular resonance locally, for the 
City and for visitors. 
 

Family Events 
 

A programme of events for families and children is available 
throughout the Festival, though with a particular focus on the two 
weekends.  
 
Events take place both in outdoor and indoor locations across the 
city, in Campbell Park, on Festival Central and in the Spiegeltent. 
 



PLAY A LEADING ROLE IN IF: 2023 

Whether it’s customer reach or staff rewards you are seeking, the Festival provides many sponsorship, partnership and 
hospitality opportunities for businesses. 

 
The Festival team works collaboratively with Partners to ensure that packages and benefits are tailored to reflect 
sponsorship, marketing, CSR and ESG objectives. 
 
The Festival: 
 

o Develops the visitor economy  
In 2021 the Festival generated £5.5 million gross economic impact and the Festival is recognised in the Milton 
Keynes Council Plan for playing a key role in developing a diverse and inclusive economy 
 
91% said that the Festival has had a positive impact on their perception of Milton Keynes (Audience survey 2021) 

 
o Attracts visitors from Milton Keynes, the wider region, nationally and internationally  

There were over 65,000 attendances in 2021  
 
98% said that they would come to the next Festival (Audience survey 2021) 

 
o Enhances community cohesion and well-being 

In 2021, there were 810 community participants in projects leading up to the festival, and 209 volunteers  
(4,625 hours) of support delivering the events  
 
82% felt that the Festival had enhanced their pride for Milton Keynes (Audience survey 2021) 

  
o Presents engaging and visually spectacular content 

In 2021 the Festival delivered PR reach of 14.5 million people valued at £904,000 including regional TV, National 
Radio and Print Media 
The Festival features UK premieres that are media and social media friendly in the heart of central Milton Keynes 

  
o Significant reputation as a high quality national and international Festival 

Recognised as one of the UK’s leading cultural events as part of Arts Council England’s national portfolio 
 
Awarded MK Business Achievement Award for Culture & Arts 2022 
Recipient of European Festival Association’s Most Remarkable Festival Award 2017 

 
 

 

“I was able to invite friends who 
don’t live in Milton Keynes to 
come and see some of the 
events. I felt proud showing 
them what was on offer, and 
they were amazed at what 

things could be seen and what 
you could do as part of the 

festival all on my doorstep. It 
was all well organised, and 

volunteers were really friendly 
and helpful which made the 

experience even better.” 
 

Audience Feedback 2021 



PARTNERSHIP BENEFITS 

Depending on the level of support, benefits for a Festival Partner can include: 

Exposure 

o High quality engaging artistic content in the heart of central Milton Keynes 

o UK premieres and exclusive events that are media and social media friendly 

o Attracting visitors from MK, the wider region, nationally and internationally 

o Supporting CSR and ESG business objectives 
 

Promotion 

o Partner logo in the official Festival brochure  

o Partner logo and company profile with live link to company website on the Festival website  

o Partner logo on Festival films shown to Stakeholders and available on YouTube 

o Social media credits – Facebook / Twitter / Instagram 

o Site branding appropriate to venue / event  

o Opportunity to develop a partnership story for media release / trade publications 

o Product sampling and give-aways for audience / volunteers / artists 
 

Relationship / Team Building 

o Discounted ticket offers for selected events for employees (subject to availability) 

o Competition prizes to use for staff or clients 

o Staff participation and volunteering opportunities / team building and away days  

o Invitations to VIP events, launches and hospitality

To discuss the 2023 Festival Partnership 
opportunities, please  contact: 

Cat Moore 
Executive Director 

cat.moore@stables.org 
01908 280831 

 

The Stables, Stockwell Lane, Wavendon, Milton 
Keynes, MK17 8LU 

IF: Milton Keynes International Festival was 
founded by The Stables in 2010 and is 

produced by The Stables Theatre.  

Registered Charity, Number 1178665 
 



 


