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HELLO AGAIN...
SO WHAT IS IT ABOUT MILLENNIALS?

Demographically speaking, they are generally regarded as having
been born after 1980 and according to Luke Johnson, writing
(slightly ironically) in the Sunday Times, they never read a paid for
newspaper. They drink less, have cut back on drugs, yet value
experiences over possessions. They are greener, more health
conscious and commit fewer crimes. The money they might have
spent on a car is probably going on the repayment of student loans
or absurdly high levels of rent. Much of their lifestyle is directed by
the ubiquity of the internet. Whatever and whoever they are,
Millennials really do represent a wholly identifiable new generation.
For the creative industries change is always exciting and the impact
of this generation has been in the air for a while now. Northern Lights
work with huge numbers of architects and designers and by
extension the people they serve - and the chain continues until we
reach the end user. Manufacturer. Designer. Developer. The man or
woman on the Clapham juice bar stool.
So we have to move forward too.
To strengthen our design input we have created a new position Head of Creative.This is taken by Donna Gridley, who has worked in
the lighting industry for many years and has a proven track record
with a portfolio of commercially successful designs that have been
specified and supplied for both hospitality and residential projects.
We welcome her warmly and have given her the brief to design
lighting ranges which reflect the requirements of the times we live in.
We look forward to seeing her input and new collections over
the coming months.

Then there is our recent work. More from Dubai, where growth is very
fast indeed. Then down the Silk Road to AstraZeneca in Macclesfield
to a fascinating installation where the function and form of the pieces
combine perfectly, producing a very practical and convivial
environment. Plus countless other projects we are delighted to have
been involved with.
So a lot is happening in Chesterfield and we can only hope that here
at Northern Lights we too are capturing the spirit of the Millennial age!
Thank you for reading this edition of Enlightened
- we hope that you enjoy it.

Paul Wade
Managing Director of Northern Lights

Industrially we have made a major investment in our own laser
cutter which should not only cut intricate patterns, but prices too.
Already it has given us greater design insight and manufacturing
control and for some items lead times are already shortened.
Our designers are forming a long queue to see how far
they can push the boundaries of its considerable technology!
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A TOUCH
OF CLASS

NORTHERN LIGHTS ILLUMINATES
THE FIRST PARK REGIS HOTEL IN EUROPE

With its elegant and timeless design scheme, Park Regis made its European debut in Birmingham,
adding the city to the brand’s other locations in places such as Sydney, Singapore and Dubai.
Located in the heart of the City Centre, this 4-star luxury hotel manages to combine a modern and
contemporary ambience with a boutique feel.
Northern Lights worked with both Tibbatts Abel and Edge Architects to develop a wide range of
bespoke fittings throughout the hotel. A combination of striking central features, elegant table and
floor lamps as well as task lighting add to what is already a stunning interior design scheme.
PUBLIC AREAS
Tibbatts Abel have created an environment that is both elegant and vibrant, with luxury touches
added through creative use of materials and textures. From the lobby and business centre to spa
and restaurants, bespoke lighting was extensively used to enhance a truly unique atmosphere.
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The impressive flower chandelier welcomes guests to the hotel,
greeting them with an ethereal sparkle from the moment they arrive.
At 4 metres long, the chandelier features more than 500 delicate
laser-cut metal flowers complemented by crystal drops.
On the 4th floor, where you will find the reception, the business
centre and the 1516 restaurant, the lighting is used to highlight the
individuality of each zone as well as defining the different functional
areas. The three ring crystal pendant injects instant glamour to the
lobby with its dramatically positioned metal rings and dazzling crystal
blocks. Seamlessly connecting the split levels is a 25 metre long metal
tube fitting which features more than 6000 bronze rods.

On the top floor is the Rofuto Restaurant, a modern Japanese
Izakaya-style dining concept. The highlight of the dining area is a group
of more than 60 glass tube pendants accentuating the sweeping views
across Birmingham City Centre. The minimalist style reflects the sleek
and simple Japanese aesthetic with metal caps in a bronze finish
adding a contemporary industrial twist. A cluster of ceiling lights
featuring metal rings in a wooden veneer finish and bright-coloured
ropes add a subtly quirky touch.
In addition to the feature chandeliers, we also supplied an extensive
range of complementary pendants, table and floor lamps.

PROJECT MANAGEMENT
For a complex project such as the Park Regis,
Northern Lights offers a one source supply. We
can accurately interpret the design intent thereby
delivering high quality fittings, and also remove
all of the usual concerns about technical and
supply chain issues.
This means that the interior designers can
concentrate fully on the creative side of the
business.
Opposite page:
Hotel lobby featuring the Flower Chandelier
Middle Left:
Shakina Spa featuring fret-cut pendants
Left:
Business Centre featuring crystal and fabric
drum shades
GUEST ROOMS
Working with Edge Architects we supplied
fittings to the guest rooms, suites, the
presidential suite and the club lounge areas
of the hotel. Incorporating the brand’s colour
palette in the guest rooms, the interior
designers created a contemporary setting
that is comfortable and relaxing with a
luxurious edge.
Clean-lined fittings and earth-toned shades
play a significant role in creating a relaxing
and calming ambience whilst providing
ample functional lighting. Standard fittings
from the Northern Lights catalogue were
modified to suit the specific requirements
of the scheme.
Right:
Guest room featuring table and floor lamps
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WORKING WITH...

INTERIOR DESIGNER KENDALL FIELD FROM TIBBATTS ABEL TALKS ABOUT THE INTERIOR
DESIGN OF PARK REGIS BIRMINGHAM PUBLIC AREAS AND HER WORKING RELATIONSHIP
WITH NORTHERN LIGHTS
Tibbatts Abel was set up in 2007 by directors Adam Tibbatts and
Adrian Abel. We are an architectural and interior design practice,
specialising in hospitality & leisure projects, with a particular focus
on bars, restaurants, hotels and nightclubs.
We were commissioned to design all public areas for Park Regis
Birmingham – the brand’s first Hotel in Europe. The client
entrusted with us the task of designing the public areas with the
intent of being inviting and accessible but also wanted touches
of glitz and glamour in a mainly neutral colour palette.
This broad brief gave us quite a lot of design freedom. It was
decided at the early stages that the overall interior style is elegant,
classic, luxurious and timeless. A lot of thought has gone into
designing the interiors to stand the test of time. Elements
throughout of Carrera marble, brass and crystal really add to this
‘feel’ we have envisioned. Lighting is an integral part of the interior
scheme. It was important for us to feel that we could work closely
with the lighting company chosen to develop the design from initial
sketches and ideas through to production.
We selected Northern Lights because the company has a
well-known reputation in hospitality and leisure for producing
entirely bespoke fittings that are manufactured to a very high
standard. Their designers are good at interpreting thoughts and
turning ideas into reality. During the project we always felt confident
that we could discuss all sorts of ideas and concepts with Northern
Lights and they always came up with a practical proposal, taking
into consideration both technical and budgetary requirements. The
project team is very responsive and prompt at providing assurance
about any design adjustment and delivery schedule, which is really
helpful for such a big project.

* See cover image
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As the building has quite an unusual shape, it was quite challenging
to figure out how to design the space in terms of layout and space
planning – particularly on level 4 where you have the reception,
business centre, bar, lounge and restaurant all in the same area but
divided by a central ramp and different levels. Our key challenge was
trying to engage the guests with the ramp. This is the main link from
reception through to the lift cars at the back of the floor - the main
access to the bedrooms. Working with Northern Lights we created
a hanging rod feature lighting installation which spans the full
length of the ramp.
There are many impressive lighting features throughout the hotels.
However the crystal ring chandelier on Level 4 Reception has to be
my favourite*. When guests visit the hotel and enter via the Ground
Level they are greeted by a 4 metre drop lighting feature. They then
have to go into the lift cars and upstairs to get to the main reception
to check in on Level 4. I love watching the guests’ reaction as the
lift car doors open on Level 4, it’s priceless, and I think it exceeds all
of their expectations. The sparkling from the crystals and the sheer
scale of the fitting really gives that WOW factor that we were so
hoping to achieve.
The Rofuto Restaurant on the top floor (main opposite image) has a
subtle loft feel with added elements of a vibrant cocktail and sprit
lounge. With help from Northern Lights we introduced a group of
ceiling lights featuring wood veneer and bright-coloured ropes
illuminated by hidden LED strips, highlighting the raw urban feel.
Since the hotel opened its doors in April 2016, it has received many
positive comments. We are delighted to see so many individual
fittings come together to form a coherent and comprehensive
scheme – having a competent and creative supplier as Northern
Lights is crucial and we look forward to working with them again
in the future.

www.tibbattsabel.com
Registered office:

Other Locations:

Contacts

214 Fort Dunlop,
Fort Parkway,
Birmingham
B24 9FD

42 Warton Road,
London,
E15 2JS

Tel: +44 (0) 121 747 1111
Tel: +44 (0) 20 8519 4294
Email: info@tibbatts.com
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LASER CUTTING

OUR NEW LASER-PROCESSING MACHINE MEANS
A MORE FLEXIBLE SERVICE AND FASTER DELIVERY
FOR OUR CLIENTS.

Our in-house manufacturing facilities have been expanded with
an investment in a 3000w laser-processing centre. Laser cutting
technology offers supreme flexibility, handling profiles from the
simplest of components to shapes of almost unlimited complexity.
Having this capacity in-house gives us full control over material
processing, leading to increased flexibility and shorter production
lead times. Our designers can now transfer the design files direct to
the production line meaning a laser-cut part that used to take a
week to complete can now be finished within a day.
By saving the cost of using a third-party supplier, we can also
offer our customers even better value for money.

stainless steel and aluminium. The additional Z axis allows the cutting
of pre-bent parts or tubes. This allows us to work to incredible detail
whilst maintaining a fantastic edge finish.
Along with our CNC router and a team of skilled metalworkers, we
are proud to say we have one of the nation’s best material processing
capabilities in bespoke lighting manufacturing. We can offer a truly
unlimited lighting service with great lead times and superb quality.
Commenting on our new capabilities Paul Wade, Managing Director of
Northern Lights said “Our continued investment in manufacturing will
ensure we further improve our quality, flexibility and lead times,
delivering the best possible service to our customers”.

With a 1250mm by 2500mm sheet size, the machine has the
flexibility to process a wide range of materials including mild steel,
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A COLLABORATIVE APPROACH
INTRICATE PATTERNS INTERWOVEN INTO THE FORM OF COCOON PENDANTS
HAVE A STRIKING IMPACT IN THIS OPEN PLAN WORK SPACE.
As part of its property investment strategy in the North
West, global pharmaceutical giant AstraZeneca has recently
completed a £10m refurbishment of Middlewood Court
on its Macclesfield campus.
Designed by the commercial interiors specialists,
SpaceInvader, the 80,000 sq ft project has transformed a
once traditional cellular office into an open and vibrant
workplace with a neighbourhood feeling that encourages
and nurtures a more flexible and collaborative culture.
Inspired by the silk production heritage of Macclesfield
and the significance of silk in modern medicine, the
designers have introduced a Silk Route on the ground
floor – a central spine linking two entrances. To complete
the striking cocoon shaped meeting units along the route,
the designers specified a group of bespoke metal dome
pendants that mimicked the organic form of a silk moth
cocoon. They approached Northern Lights to make this
happen.
Working from the designer’s brief, we proposed a linear
pattern that would reflect the delicacy of the silk thread yet
complement the industrial aesthetics of the interior scheme.
After the design was approved, our designer used 3D CAD
software to develop the detailed drawings for laser-cutting
and assembly. The primary structure of the pendants was
created using 18 laser-cut panels.
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‘A key challenge of the project was how to achieve the organic natural
form of a cocoon whilst maintaining its engineering integrity.’
Allan Terry, Product Designer said, ‘The drawings had to be precisely
dimensioned to ensure all prominent features align. It took a great
deal of calculation to decide the correct welding positions to achieve
the dynamic shape required by the client.’
Measuring 1.2m tall and 2.9m in diameter, the pendants create a
striking impact in the large open-plan workplace as well as
providing a complement to the wider interiors. Together with the
seating solution, they form the distinctive cocoon units that provide
informal meeting places which facilitate and promote the exchange
of knowledge and ideas between colleagues.
Paul Wade, Managing Director of Northern Lights commented on the
project, “We are delighted to support SpaceInvader on this unique
project. With employees’ wellbeing high on the agenda, interior
designers are becoming more and more creative in developing
schemes for offices. An inspiring workplace will foster collaboration
and help productivity and decorative lighting is an obvious way of
helping to achieve this. With our comprehensive design and
manufacturing facilities, Northern Lights is well-positioned to deliver
unique lighting solutions for the workplace. We look forward to
working on even more exciting projects like this one”.

Photography:
Gareth Gardner Photography
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MILLENNIALS

MOOD BOARDS
WE EXPLORE A FEW DESIGN STYLES THAT
MIGHT APPEAL TO THE GENERATION THAT WILL
BECOME THE LARGEST GROUP OF THE GLOBAL
WORKFORCE WITHIN THE NEXT TEN YEARS.

The Millennials are coming. Those born in the last two decades of the 20th century make up
more than 20% of the UK’s population and will make up 75% of the world’s workforce by 2025.
Their demands, their lifestyles and their attitudes are having a tremendous influence on the design
of all kinds of venues from houses and hotels to offices and retail stores. Here we explore a few
design styles that might help unlock the doors to the Millennials’ hearts and minds.

Juno pendant
Order Code: NB752

BACK TO NATURE
The first generation of digital natives, the Millennials
are tech-savvy and demand speed, ease and
efficiency. However when it comes to interior design,
this does not translate into a desire for highly
polished ‘high-tech materials’. Quite the opposite.
Many of them turn to nature rather than the realm
of science for inspiration. Natural materials such as
raw stone, wood, natural fibres and concrete
resonate more with this generation.
The Millennials have grown up surrounded by
instantly accessible information, so they seek the
authenticity and the unique experience associated
with natural materials.

Juno floor lamp
Order Code: NE573

At Northern Lights our latest collection, Juno, is our
first response to this growing trend of ‘Back to
Nature’. Constructed from timber fins and arranged
in concentric linear arrays, the range seamlessly
combines sculptural forms with warm natural
materials. Using real wood veneers, each piece
features a unique straight or inter-locked grain
which is highlighted by the warm glow from the
decorative filament lamps.

Industrial pendant finished in
gloss red with cream inner
Order Code: NB200/R

HIPSTERS
The cool kids who have grown up wearing flannel shirts and
skinny jeans are now drastically shaping social attitudes and
their tastes and fashion preferences are working their way
into interior design. Loft and open space living has become
increasingly popular and these utilitarian styles provide a
perfect backdrop for the organic materials that occupy their
living spaces.
There have been many new hotels
targeting the Millennial Hipsters.
Recent examples include the Ace
Hotel in Shoreditch and the Hotel
Gotham in Manchester.

Featuring a metal cylinder shade in a warm
copper finish with a contrasting black base, the
NE550 table lamp is a perfect piece to bring in
a touch of retro with a soft industrial twist. Other
popular lighting features for Millennial Hipsters
include fittings using reclaimed items, exposed
lamps, steampunk features and letter lights.
Adding fun elements into sophistication, these
fittings can electrify an interior, creating
Instagram-perfect spaces.
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Each hotel has its own characteristics. However they share a common thread
with the use of a finely balanced mix of industrial aesthetics, retro chic and
contemporary clean geometry, all complemented by artworks reflecting the
local culture and history. Industrial spun pendants have almost become an
interior staple. Finished in bright colours to add a contemporary edge or soft
metallic and galvanised zinc for a vintage feel, they are iconic yet incredibly
flexible. Northern Lights stock a range of spun shapes that can be finished in
numerous different colours and textures to suit every project requirement.

n

Grey is not overpowering.
Paired with bright colours, it
allows the other colours to
stand out more. With its
warm copper finish, the
NA529 wall light from
Northern Lights is the
perfect accent piece
in a grey colour
scheme.

GREY IS THE NEW NEUTRAL
Reflecting a more balanced approach to life, many grown-up Millennials are
looking for neutral breathable places. However, magnolia walls and beige
carpets will not cut the mustard.
Calm and elegant, grey has become the new neutral of choice with its many
hues giving great scope to create unique and personalised spaces. Northern
Lights NB709 grey pendant echoes this trend. Simple yet stylish, the grey
textured finish is elegant and sophisticated.

Top right: Textured glass pendant
Order Code: NB709_GY

The Millennials are coming. Regardless of trends, it is important to remember that
the ability to customise and tailor designs is essential in meeting the demands
of the Millennials. After all it is their pursuit of personality that is making a
distinctive mark in the evolving interior design landscape. As a bespoke
lighting design and manufacturer, we are always here to help.

OBJECTS OF DESIRE 2016

WITH THEIR USUAL EYE-CATCHING AND THOUGHT-PROVOKING PRODUCT PRESENTATION,
NORTHERN LIGHTS AND VANN-FID SHONE ONCE AGAIN AT THE LAUNCH PARTY IN DUBAI.

Chosen by a specialist panel from the leading interior design
magazine in the Middle East - Commercial Interior Design the annual Objects of Desire coffee table book showcases
100 inspiring designs from around the world. The Cube by
Northern Lights, a stunning contemporary chandelier
comprising acrylic cubes hand-finished in sand-infused
textured paint, was selected for its perfect combination of
distinctive modern artistry and traditional craftsmanship.
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This year’s launch party took place at the Jamjar Gallery
on Alserkal Avenue in Al Quoz, where leading interior
designers and architects from the region met and
enjoyed the atmosphere of the occasion whilst browsing
the latest edition of Objects of Desire. As a key supplier to
the hospitality industry, Northern Lights and its partner
Vann-FID were also invited to showcase their latest products.
The focus of the display was a stunning array of pendants
from Northern Lights’ latest collection - Juno - a range of
profiled fittings constructed from timber fins and arranged
in concentric linear designs.
The warm glow from the exposed filament lamps generated
striking patterns around the Juno table and floor lamps
which were complemented by elegant monochrome
artworks. In addition to Juno, we also showcased table and
floor lamps from the Wired! range.
Speaking from the show Espino Soodbakhsh, Managing
Director of Vann-FID said “The event is a good opportunity
for design industry professionals to network with likeminded people in an informal setting whilst getting to
see the latest products from high-end manufacturers.
Together with our UK partner Northern Lights, we offer a
genuine one-stop lighting service. We are delighted to see
such a fantastic response to our latest designs”.
Michael Jackson, Head of Design at Northern Lights
commented, “Juno is a perfect combination of sculptural
forms and natural materials. We are delighted to have the
opportunity to bring this distinctive range to our clients in
the Middle East. Many designers and architects have
commented on the exceptional quality and design flair of
our products. We look forward to working on even more
exciting projects”.

ENLIGHTENED
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INTRODUCING...
MEET KEVIN SWART – OUR NEW BUSINESS
DEVELOPMENT MANAGER

Kevin joined us as New Business Development Manager in July. Here we talk to
him about his career to date, his view on hospitality design and, of course, what sets
Northern Lights apart from its competitors.
What is your background?
Born and bred in South Africa, I studied Interior Design followed by shoe design at
Ars Sutoria, Milan Italy. After designing shoes for seven years, I returned to the
interiors sector, opening an Interior Design business focusing on Residential and
Bush Lodges – my first insight into hospitality. I owned and managed the business
for 13 years before leaving South Africa for the UK in 2001.
Since then I have been focused on business development and sales into the
hospitality sector, supplying into leading brands such as Rocco Forte, Handpicked
Hotels and Carlson Rezidor. The largest project supplied so far has been the O2
Intercontinental - 450 bedrooms in London.

How do you think the contract furnishing and
hospitality has changed over the years?
The sector has become far more detail orientated with
an increase in the demand for bespoke designs
manufacturers have therefore had to respond with
flexibility and innovative solutions.
The 4/5 star Hotel sector is constantly being challenged
to stand out from the crowd and as a result has put
pressure on its suppliers to up their game.
The distinction between contemporary and traditional
styling is becoming less clear with designers mixing and
matching different products and accessories to highlight
the individuality of hotel brands and to appeal
to their targeted market.
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Which trends do you see in hospitality interior design at the moment?
Designers and hoteliers like Kit Kemp have pushed the boundaries and
created some incredible ‘unique and quirky’ hotels, whilst the likes of Olga
Polizzi have been constant in creating luxurious and comfortable spaces maintaining the essence of a family feeling in luxury hotels.
What do you see as Northern Lights’ strength?
How this can help interior designers?
The versatility of being able to create unique, design-led features is
fantastic! Northern Lights encompasses excellent Design, Manufacturing
and Technical expertise - which sets us apart from the rest of the
Lighting market.
Designers need to constantly create unique spaces in which Lighting
plays a pivotal role in the success or failure of the design. The creativity
and flexibility of Northern Lights offers designers almost unlimited freedom
to explore different concepts and fine tune every detail of a project.
What are your favourite Northern Lights projects and products?
The poppy pendant for Intu Metrocentre in Gateshead for its strength
of symbolism and the glass chandelier for the Hilton Baku for its
complexity and sheer scale. Truly impressive fittings.
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Northern Lights (Chesterfield) Ltd.
Hardwick View Road, Holmewood Industrial Estate,
Holmewood, Chesterfield, S42 5SA
T: 01246 858 750
F: 01246 858 751
W: www.northern-lights.co.uk
E: sales@northern-lights.co.uk
DUBAI OFFICE:
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Contact: Espino Soodbakhsh,
P.O. Box 643614, Dubai, UAE
T: +97 14360 5269
E: info@vann-fid.com
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