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In this special edition of Enlightened we have introduced a
time line at the bottom of the page. We have included
news stories, musical hits and films to remind you what
has happened in the world in the last 25 years.

The 25 Year
Time Line...
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25 years...
We never imagined all those years ago when we first started that we would
be celebrating our 25th anniversary. Whilst we were putting this magazine
together it was a really strange experience seeing something that you have
always taken for granted laid out in front of you.

When we look back to where we started from - we had a small 2000sq ft 
old dark factory unit with hardly anything in it. Our first desk was made 
out of four beer crates with a piece of wood across the top. In the early
years with only a few staff we were both very hands on - doing everything
from metalwork to stained glass, delivering and collecting, cleaning and
bookkeeping, along with everything else involved in running a small
manufacturing business.

Looking back over the last 25 years it is amazing when we think 
about how much time and money we have invested in Northern Lights.
When we started out we were probably quite naive but very enthusiastic 
in our outlook. We have both developed with the business and if we had
realised in 1987 that we would eventually be responsible for the 
livelihoods of almost 100 people we would probably have thought twice
about starting a business in the first place.

We have also had a lot of ups and downs over the years as any business
would have. It has been a roller coaster ride - exciting, sometimes a little
terrifying, but always fun.

We now have a great factory with good, dedicated staff who always give
100%. Without them we wouldn’t be where we are now. We think they 
all deserve a big thank you and a pat on the back for all their efforts over
the years.

John Fleming
Director
Northern Lights
(Chesterfield) Ltd

Frances Conlon
Director
Northern Lights
(Chesterfield) Ltd

“We feel really proud of what we as a company
have achieved over the last 25 years and 

this magazine celebrates our achievements.”



A long, long time ago in an attic far far away (well in Sheffield actually)...

Celebrating 25 Ill
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19881987

It all began when one ex-university student decided
to make a terrarium for one of his house plants -
terrariums were difficult to get hold of at the time
and were also very expensive.  This proved a success
and a line of Christmas presents then followed. Over
the next couple of years John Fleming and various
business partners started making more and more
stained glass items.  These were mainly jewellery
boxes and colourful window decorations, stained
glass shades then followed. They moved out of the
original attic and now operated from a small unit.  

By this time they had been approached by a lighting
agent who sold into the Leisure Market and who was
looking for someone to make stained glass shades
and windows/panels which were starting to become
very popular.

From these humble beginnings Northern Lights came
into being on 2 November 1987 as a partnership
between Frances Conlon and John Fleming.  They had
identified a demand for stained glass in the pub
refurbishment industry which was really starting to
take off.  The breweries at that time started spending
large amounts of money refurbishing their pubs -
theme pubs became very popular. Brands such as
The Rat and Parrot, Barras, Old Orleans and Muswells
were starting to appear and they all used stained
glass.  It was obvious that stained glass shades
generally formed part of a complete light fitting so
Northern Lights started offering a metalwork service
supplying wall brackets and pendants for their

shades. They always had a 'we
can do that' attitude which led
to more and more complicated
fittings being made and this
ultimately led to the whole
bespoke side of the business for
which they are now best known.

In 1989 Lord Young had introduced the 'Beer Orders'
as they were known which legislated that breweries
were restricted to 2000 pubs tied in to any one
brewery. All the major players consequently had to sell
off large numbers of their pubs, resulting in the
formation of new breweries and pub management
companies.  In 2003 the 'Beer Orders' were revoked,
but by this time the face of the pub industry had
changed forever.

Northern Lights had been rapidly expanding and by
the early 90s employed 30 people. They had to move
to a larger premises on Storforth Lane Trading Estate.
Despite a recession Northern Lights were still
expanding whilst continually developing the
specialist bespoke manufacturing side of the
business.  At this time they bought out a small local
company which was going to close down - The Tin
Shop.  It came complete with a lot of old machinery
(some of which they still use today) and two old

This year Rick Astley is ‘Never Gonna Give You Up’,
Margaret Thatcher wins her third term as Prime
Minister and Southern England is devastated by the
October hurricanes.

Who did frame Roger Rabbit? This is the question
everyone is asking, Ben Johnson cheats in the Seoul
Olympics and the ‘Only Way Is Up’ for Yazz and her
Plastic Population.

T’Pau, China in Your Hand, was
Number 1 the day Northern Lights
opened for business. 



uminating Years
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1989 1990

Kylie & Jason top the charts with ‘Especially For You’. 
A new cartoon called The Simpsons starts in the US,
the wall comes down in Berlin and there was the
Hillsborough Disaster.

New Order has the ‘World In Motion’ and Italia ‘90
leaves Gazza crying his eyes out. Macaulay Culkin is
left ‘Home Alone’ and Margaret Thatcher resigns
after the Poll Tax Riots.

tinsmiths who had almost 100 years' experience
between them.  This was a major step forward as it
brought new manufacturing skills into the company.

John Stevenson had joined the company in 1990 as an
equal partner to the two founding partners.  He brought
new skills into the business such as purchasing,
marketing and computer skills. His forte was etching
and sandblasting and for several years Northern Lights
ran a subsidiary company called Second Image which
provided etched/sandblasted screens and windows to
pubs.  John Stevenson was also responsible with John
Fleming for writing the company's computer software
which was designed to run all sides of the business
from order input to factory orders to delivery notes and
invoices.  The computing side of the business has
always been and still is done in house. It covers all
aspects of the manufacturing processes and jobs right
through to office administration.  John was also

responsible for setting up our
first digital photography studio
which was allegedly the first
digital studio in the region.
John left the company in 2002
to pursue other interests.

In 1990 Mike Dowsing also
joined the team as the first
dedicated Sales Representative.
Mike had been a designer who

had used Northern Lights for
projects he had worked on. 
He was experienced in lighting
design, particularly for the pub
industry.  He is still with 
Northern Lights today and looks
after major accounts such as
Whitbread.  

In the mid 90s Northern Lights 
branched out for the first time into the Export market,
partnering a UK company called Ayala and together
they completed numerous projects in Finland, Sweden
and Russia.  Stained glass was very popular in these
countries and there was a great demand, not only for
the supply but for the installation of ceilings and
bespoke features.

Throughout the 90s Northern Lights continued to
expand.  By 2002 they employed 65 people and
occupied four separate industrial units on the old
trading estate.  Not only was space a problem but
operating from four separate units was difficult -
manufactured items had to be taken from the
metalwork area, outside to the wiring/finishing areas
and then again outside to despatch - not ideal in
winter!  In 2002 the decision was therefore taken to
move to a large 32,000 sq ft factory which the company
purchased.  This was a huge improvement as
everything could be laid out properly under one roof.  
A few years later, due to continued expansion, they 
had to extend this building and now operate with 90
employees in a 40,000 sq ft factory.

Our first piece of marketing material
produced in the late 1980s,
featuring our two most popular
fittings of that time. 

CELEBRATING

1987 - 2012
YearsYears
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“In the early 1980s we were
importing containers of stained
glass and we did not have a fork
lift truck, so we used to winch the
300kg crates with a chain block
and swing them over the muddy
entrance to our storeroom. John
arrived on a bleak, rainy winter’s
day in a tee-shirt and flip flops to
collect some glass, which had just
arrived. We needed to fasten the
very heavy chain blocks to a
girder 5 metres high. John
volunteered to do this by climbing
up the side of the building, (in 
flip-flops!), and then scrambling
out onto the girder to hang the
chain blocks.
Those were the days of John
working until 4am and sleeping on
the factory floor in a sleeping bag.
John seemed to thrive on
adversity”

John D 
- Kansa Craft, 

Stained Glass Suppliers

19921991

The year of ‘Robin Hood’, the box office smash and the
year’s biggest selling single from Bryan Adams. A Desert
Storm hits Iraq. The USSR and Yugoslavia fragment and
Queen’s front man Freddie Mercury dies.

Another massive movie & song double with 
‘The Bodyguard’ and ‘I Will Always Love You’. 
A unified Germany competes at the Barcelona
Olympics and Euro Disney opens its doors in Paris.

Shown on these pages you will see two of the more typical
stained glass projects that we produced throughout the late 80s
and most of the 1990s.

Stained glass offered complete freedom of design and beautifully
colourful shades and panels in a large number of colours and
styles. As we had our roots in stained glass producing this kind of
work came very easily to us and we became a first choice for any
designer looking for this type of feature.

Some brands continue to use stained glass as part of their lighting
specification today, but it is by no means as popular as it once
was. However, we still employ two skilled glass workers who are
able to produce everything from Tiffany style shades to panels
like the ‘Yew Tree’ shown opposite. Jamie Raynor is one of our
longest serving members of staff having been with Northern
Lights since 1987 and is our resident stained glass expert.
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1993 1994

The Dinosaurs are reborn in ‘Jurassic Park’. Meatloaf
has the biggest selling single and album of the year
and Buckingham Palace opens its doors to the
general public.

‘Love Is All Around’ (for 5 months!) for Wet Wet Wet.
Life is ‘like a box of chocolates’ for Forrest Gump.
Brazil wins the World Cup, the Channel Tunnel opens
and the National Lottery starts making millionaires.

“I started with Northern Lights in
1987 having previously worked
with John Fleming as a trainee
stained glass worker. I really
enjoyed this and 25 years on I am
still with the company and I am
now responsible for running the
glass department. I have really
grown with the company and I am
proud to still be a part of it”

Jamie Raynor
- Glass Department. 
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1996

Robson & Jerome pip Oasis’ ‘(What’s the Story)
Morning Glory’ to the biggest selling album of the
year title. Toy Story and Apollo 13 smash box
office records whilst Barings Bank collapses.

A set of ‘Wannabes’ called the Spice Girls hit the charts,
Independence Day hits the movie screens. Scientists
create Dolly the cloned sheep and Kasparov loses to
IBM’s Deep Blue Computer at chess. 

1995

The changing face of Northern Lights
In 1995 Northern Lights was proud to take
delivery of one of the first digital studio cameras
in the region. We created what is believed to have
been one of the first fully digital photography
studios in the region and this enabled us to start
producing our own catalogues and literature.

You can see from these images how we have
changed both our logo and catalogue designs over
the years. Different market conditions and design
trends have directly affected both the style and
the content of the catalogues and marketing
material that we have produced. We constantly
try to capture various trends in our literature as
you can see from our range of leaflets. From the
late 1990s ‘Gothic’ to ‘Mad Metal’ and
‘Contemporary’ - all targeting specific aspects of
our market.

As the years have passed we have kept up with
technological advances, upgrading both our IT
provision and digital photography equipment,
meaning that today in 2012 we have a cutting edge
digital studio where we produce all of our catalogues,
marketing material and of course ‘Enlightened’. This
is all done in-house without the need for external
marketing and advertising agencies.

Our digital studio ‘corner’ 1995 Just part of our current studio
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1997 1998

Diana, Princess of Wales dies in a car crash in Paris,
‘Candle In the Wind’ sells over 477,000 copies in
memory of her. Titanic breaks box office records and
Labour wins the General Election.  

In the year Viagra goes on sale, President Clinton
denies sexual relations with Monica Lewinsky.
France wins the World Cup on home soil, BMW buys
Rolls Royce and Cher asks us to ‘Believe’.

1994 1999 20071987 2011

Northern
lights

decorati
ve contract lighting

142
T: 01246 858750 F: 01246 858751 online: www.northern-lights.co.uk email: sales@northern-lights.co.uk

Wall Lamp:

Product Code: NA430

Width: 200mm

Height: 230mm

Shade: 180mm

Projection: 225mm

Table Lamp:

Product Code: NE405

Width: 410mm

Height: 700mm

Base: 275mm

Shade: 225mm

T: 01246 858750  F: 01246 858751  online: www.northern-lights.co.uk  email: sales@northern-lights.co.uk  
101

Product Code: NB613

Height: 600mm

Width: 2030mm

CELEBRATING

1987 - 2012
YearsYears
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2000

Britney Spears wants it ‘One More Time’, Ricky
Martin is ‘Livin’ La Vida Loca’. Walmart buys
ASDA. The Scottish Parliament is opened by the
Queen and the minimum wage is introduced.

The new Millenium. Bush and Putin are both elected
President. Eminem is knocked off No. 1 by Bob the
Builder and Steve Redgrave takes his tally of gold
medals to five at the Sydney Olympics.

1999

The decision was taken to complete the move over the
Christmas Holidays. In the lead up to the festive period
we started the move, firstly moving the stock to the new
warehouse at the beginning of November. Planned with
military precision the following weeks saw the office
equipment and furniture gradually moved along with
some of the machinery from the factory. To our
customers everything appeared as normal and deliveries
continued to be made on time

For the two week period over Christmas and the New
Year the sign went up stating ‘We’re Closed!’. Behind the
scenes everyone was working flat out to ensure that as
of our return to work on the 2 January we would hit the
ground running and operations would resume at the new
premises.  

Early in the new Millenium it became apparent
that in order to continue to expand the business
we needed not only larger premises but
something better suited to our type of
manufacturing, where everything was under one
roof. Frances and John spent a long time looking at
vacant sites and buildings on the Storforth Lane
Industrial Estate. As nothing suitable could be
found they looked further afield and eventually
came across a suitable unit in nearby Holmewood.

Now came the scary part - the move!. Moving an
office, a few computers and a phone system may
seem pretty straightforward but then factor in on
top of this a factory full of heavy machinery and a
warehouse full of stock and it becomes an
altogether different story. To do this whilst staying
fully operational makes the task seem even more
impossible!.

Moving Times

Part of our old Storforth Lane site

Moving day Empty stores
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2001 2002

The news is dominated by the 9/11 terror attacks and
the repercussions include the US/UK led invasion of
Afghanistan. Wikipedia goes online and a gadget that
‘will never catch on’ called the iPod is released.

The year of the Golden Jubilee is tarnished by the
death of The Queen Mother. The Euro becomes the
currency of choice for 12 countries and Will Young
and Gareth Gates share a total of 14 weeks at No.1

“Since Northern Lights inception in
1987, Lilley's have been privileged
to be selected as a supplier of
lampholders and components
used in the construction of their
luminaires. From those early
beginnings, when the directors
would call at our premises to
discuss and collect components,
we have maintained a continued
friendly professional contact
between our two businesses.  
The success they enjoy today is a
testament to their determination
to supply their market with high
quality UK manufactured lamps
that offer a 'fit and forget' solution.
We wish them all the best for the
future and look forward to
supplying them components for a
further 25 years.”

John Lilley - S. Lilley & Son Limited

During the move even our Bank was a little jittery! Banks do
not generally like interruptions to business. However when
the Bank Manager visited us in early Januray 2003 his
comment was  - ‘I expected everything to be all over the
place and in boxes, but I’m amazed to see you fully
operational and in such a short time. I have never seen a
business move so quickly and so smoothly’.

All this was achieved with the fantastic help and support of
all our staff who cut short their Christmas Holidays to help
make it happen.

Although we had moved  into a bigger, single unit, it only
took a few years for us to realise that we needed to expand
yet again. In 2007 we had a 8,000 sq ft extension built on to
our warehouse to enable us to carry enough stock to cope
with the ever increasing demands from clients. Now in 2012
we are having to look at expanding again!. 

Our current site in Holmewood
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Last time we visited Northern Lights was in 

spring 2011. Our cooperation with Northern 

Lights has got stronger and stronger throughout 

more than twenty years of experience.

In addition to our agent, who offers Northern Lights 

steady assistance for all ordinary aspects, we visit our best

customers personally at least once every two years. We think we

owe them! 

Our supplies to Northern Lights consist of high valued brass

elements in raw for their range of decorative traditional lighting.

Northern Lights take great care over the selection of components

and boast the cooperation of some great designers. This enables

them to create and assemble light fittings which distinguish

themselves for elegance at reasonable production costs. 

We have seen this company and its production grow dictated by

a steady search for improvement.

Northern Lights are specialised in the ‘contract’ area. In addition

to a wide range of products which are clearly shown in a great

looking catalogue, for several years Northern Lights has been

able to develop custom-made designs for lighting of hotels, pubs,

retail and restaurants etc.

Faithful to its heritage, Northern Lights continues to make high

valued light fittings using production components of the best

quality - such as those from ourselves at Ghidini.

We appreciate its precision, sharpness and fairness. No doubt we

have made great progress together over the last twenty years or

so.

Ghidini Giuseppe Bosco - Spa

2004

iTunes becomes ‘the’ way to buy music. Girls Aloud
are one of the biggest selling groups of the year. The
space shuttle Columbia explodes on take off and Kent
basks in record temperatures of 38.50c.

Sequels dominate the world of film with Shrek 2,
Spiderman 2 and the third Harry Potter film. It’s the
60th anniversary of D-Day and a 9.3 earthquake
causes a Tsunami that kills over 290,000 people.

2003
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“When I started work at Northern
Lights in the early 90s it was a
small niche firm. It has now grown
into a large bespoke lighting
company that produces fittings for
home and international markets.
Northern Lights is currently
investing and embracing new
technology in its pursuit of making
superior quality lighting.”

Dave Allen 
- Factory

Manager. 

2005 2006

London’s bid for the 2012 Olympics is successful and
the day after London is hit by the 7/7 bombings. MG
Rover goes bust, Tony Blair wins a 3rd term and
music downloads are included in the charts.

Take That are back... but Snow Patrol keep them
from the No.1 Album spot. James Bond is back...
with Daniel Craig now starring in Casino Royale. 
The 1 billionth song is downloaded from iTunes

In the late 90s glass production in the UK began to die out.
The decision was taken to start sourcing glass and other
products direct from European suppliers and thus we booked
our first trip to the Milan Lighting Fair - ‘Euroluce’.

Up to that point our only experience of a lighting fair was the
‘Light Show’ at Earls Court, London and later at the NEC,
Birmingham. Euroluce at Milan really opened our eyes and
was at first a little overwhelming. The sheer size of the show
and number and variety of suppliers took us completely by
surprise and we realised that this had to be the way forward.

The following year we decided to visit the Frankfurt based
‘Light + Building Fair’. Having been to Milan the previous year
we didn’t imagine that the Frankfurt show could be any
bigger. Anyone who has been knows just how enormous the
Messe Site actually is! We spent several days visiting what
seemed like every single stand at the fair - part of
the time barefoot after realising that our shoe
choices were perhaps inappropriate!. This was also
our first contact with Chinese suppliers who were
also exhibiting at the fair.

Foreign Affairs

Shaun Meakin 
- GS Metal Joining Ltd.

“I have supplied Northern L  ights with their
brazing materials since the very start. I now
consider Frances, John, Lee and Damian
more as friends than customers. All at GS
Metal Joining Limited wish them a very
happy anniversary and continued success
for another 25 years at least.”
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2008

We all stand under Rhianna’s ‘Umbrella’ for 10 weeks.
The new Wembley Stadium is completed, Gordon Brown
becomes PM. The financial crisis begins and mobiles are
revolutionised with the launch of the iPhone.

The Dark Knight is a box office smash. Heath Ledger
later wins a posthumous Oscar for his part as the
Joker (2009). China hosts the Olympics and Barrack
Obama becomes President of the USA.

2007

2003 brought about our first visit to the Hong Kong Lighting Fair.
Held at the Hong Kong Convention & Exhibition Centre in
Downtown Hong Kong, this show is one of the largest on the
Asian Lighting calendar. After our trips to the European shows
we were a little unsure as to what to expect. 

However, the vast array of products on offer meant that our
first visit kept us busy for the whole duration and our new
Chinese agent helped us to set up many meetings with new
suppliers. Since that first visit in 2003, we have been back
every year - with many extra visits in between to other lighting
fairs and to meet with our suppliers and to visit their factories.
China has become a very important part of what we do at
Northern Lights especially for the high volume hotel market. “Back in October 1995 I arrived at

Northern Lights for my second
interview and was directed to the
back of a lorry parked outside the
warehouse.  After helping to unload
the contents, John asked if I would
like to start the following Monday!
Seventeen years on and I'm still
here, enjoying it just as much as
ever. It's been a great experience
growing with the company and
seeing it develop into the business
it is today - long may it continue!”

Lee Stone 
- Buyer

China Calling...

“At 15 years old and looking for my first job,
a family member introduced me to Northern
Lights. I was lucky enough to get a ‘summer
job’ working in the wiring department of the
factory during the school holidays. I never
thought that 18 years later I’d still be here!
I’m proud to be a part of a company that
has gone from strength to strength over the
years and is now the lighting supplier to
many high street brands.”

Donna Bruce
- Sales Manager
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2009 2010

Singing sensation Susan Boyle beats Lady Ga Ga to
the biggest selling album of the year. The cinema
screens turn blue with Avatar. Michael Jackson 
passes away whilst preparing for a UK tour. 

The general election results in a Con/Dem coalition
government. There’s a no-fly zone over the UK due to
a volcano. England makes a swift exit from the World
Cup and William and Kate announce their engagement

“We would just like to congratulate
you on your 25 years of business;
It has been a pleasure dealing
with Frances, John and the rest of
the team. It is always a happy
environment when we visit
(always getting a coffee but still
waiting for the bacon sandwich!!),
All the best for the future”

Geoff & Mandy 
- G Oakland

Associates 
"1987 was obviously a year of joy. Not only was Northern
Lights created but happy bundle of fun was born ... me!. 
I have now started employment at Northern Lights to look
after the Whitbread Account. When I first started working
at Northern Lights I was welcomed by a team of friendly
individuals who made me feel welcome. Thrown in at the
deep end I can gladly say I would not have had it any other
way. So although 1987 was a great year, 2012 is a year to
remember!! Northern Lights are celebrating 25 years in
business and I am celebrating my 25th birthday"

I too was born in 1987 and along with Northern Lights we
are both celebrating our 25th birthdays this year. I started
working in 2004 straight from school. As a school leaver I
did not know what to expect but I was made to feel very
welcome. I did not do very well in school but the staff at
Northern Lights have helped make me who I am today for
which I am very grateful. I hope to be here for another 25
years!

“The growth of Northern Lights
since I joined in 1993 has been
enormous!. It’s been great to be
part of such a successful business
and I’ve made many good friends
along the way”

Richard Barnett 
- Production Manager

Danielle Castrignano - Whitbread Account Handler

Natalie Riggett - Sales Administrator

...and a Happy 25th Birthday
to two members of our sales
team, Danielle and Natalie

Danielle and Natalie, also celebrating 25 years
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2012

Adele takes the No.1 album and single of the year
titles. The troubles from the London Riots are offset
by the good feeling generated by the Royal Wedding
of William and Kate. The News Of The World closes.

Celebration time... 25 years of Northern Lights 
coincides with the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Year
and the best performance ever by the GB Olympic
and Paralympic teams at the London 2012 games. 

2011

Some snippets from the last 25 years

A 5-Star performance

Award-winning...

How to wire a lampholder. 
The original set of hand-drawn
instructions as given to our
original wiring team.

We were really proud when
in 1998 we received this
award from Allied Domecq
for 100% perfomance

Northern Lights consistently
invest in tomorrow, whether it
be partnerships with Colleges
and Universities or even our
current intake of young
apprentices. 

Back in 2001 Northern Lights were
invited to participate in the Bass
Brewery 5-a-side challenge, a football
competition for suppliers and
contractors to Bass Brewery. 84
teams took part in the nationwide
competition. The Northern Lights
team breezed through the first group
stage with even John Fleming
managing to score!. The second
group stage was much harder but
topping the table the team won
through to the semi-finals where they
lost out 1-0 to the eventual winners
of the competition. The team did go
on to win the 3rd/4th place play off.
The day was rounded off with a BBQ
for over 750 invited guests.

Health & Safety h  as always
been important to us -
thankfully no one was injured.

Northern Bites...

Helping the future
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2012 so far...today

A quick look at a selection of our favourite
projects of the year to date.

Coral Island Casino, Blackpool  Interior Design: Bignall Shacklady Ewing

Coral Island Casino, Blackpool combines a dramatic Gothic-style pendant
using the latest manufacturing and product technology.

We worked with Bignell Shacklady Ewing to supply six pendants which would
create a feeling of decadence in the casino hall.  Our designers were tasked
with designing a fitting completely from scratch, their only remit being “Pirates
of the Caribbean theme, meets ‘Bling’”.  The fittings were manufactured with
laser cut arms, patterned around a central stem, with wiring weaving in and
out of holes in the metalwork.

We focused on dramatic shapes and rich contrasting colours combined with
crystal drops to produce an imposing centrepiece to enhance the strong and
elaborate theme.  These fittings utilise Philips mains dimmable 3W LED lamps
– ensuring the fittings comply with building regulations. The total wattage per
fitting is very low considering the number of lamps on each pendant.
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ChaoPhraya, Glasgow  Interior Design: Jonathon Morgan Design Associates

ChaoPhraya Glasgow is the latest offering from the
progressive Thai restaurant group.

The multi-floor City Centre restaurant continues the theme
of lavish Thai decor and rich traditional finishes combined
with a contemporary twist.

Northern Lights again delivered fantastic bespoke lighting
solutions, working together with JMDA to discuss the design
details and to keep within budget.



Together with Blacksheep Design Agency,
Northern Lights designed and developed custom
lighting which complements the unique space.

Jamie’s Italian Gatwick demonstrates Northern
Lights’ ability to create amazing bespoke lighting
solutions that also incorporate the following
features....

High performance LED lamps to keep energy
and lamp maintenence costs low and to prevent
disruption to the busy restaurant during trading.
Low Smoke and Fume (LSF) wiring throughout
ensures safety in the case of a fire.
Light fittings were designed to be as easy to
install on site as possible with minimal
assembly, saving time and money.

enlightened 19

Jamie’s Italian & Union Jacks, 
Gatwick Airport  Interior Design: Blacksheep
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Tracy Neal of Melling Ridgeway + Partners is also celebrating 25 years in the business

Working With...
I am proud to be celebrating 25 years in the leisure
industry in the same year as Northern Lights and not
only that, but 25 years of continual employment at
Melling, Ridgeway + Partners. Starting as a year out
student after my first degree course at Sheffield
University studying Architecture. In that first year I
discovered my passion for the design of licensed
premises and leisure interiors, a field of expertise
that MR+P have worked in for over 60 years. My
enthusiasm was such that I continued to work part
time throughout my second degree and returned for
my final year in practice and lead up to my
professional qualification. I am pleased to say I have
been with the business ever since.

In the course of the last 25 years I have worked on
many varied projects from refurbishments for all the
major pub companies through to hotel fit outs and
leisure centre design, as well as working on bespoke
projects for private clients, some of them
newcomers to the leisure industry.

For almost all of my 25 years in practice I have been
pleased to work with the team at Northern Lights
who have assisted in the detailing and specification
of lighting schemes from minor to major projects.

Good lighting is pivotal to quality interior design,
creating ambience, functionality and flexibility.
Northern Lights, throughout our working
relationship, have been indispensable in allowing me
to realise the design concept and transform the brief
to reality.

Lighting is often fundamental in creating the “wow
factor”. Bespoke solutions based on sketch
proposals are brought to reality with the help of the
design development team at Northern Lights, who
incorporate the practicalities of lamp specification
and ease of maintenance into the ultimate solution

Throughout my many years in the industry I have
been witness to major innovations in lighting
technology. The development of LED lighting has
allowed increased flexibility in design, as well as
improving energy efficiency. A strong and long
standing relationship with Northern Lights has
allowed an exchange of experience and knowledge.
This clearly benefits the client and end user in
delivering unique, cost effective and energy efficient
solutions, without compromising design.

Working within the leisure industry has many
challenges, not least timescales and budget. Fast
track projects often necessitate delivering the
finished product within just a few weeks of briefing
and the current challenges of the economic situation
mean that quality needs to be achieved with limited
funding. Northern Lights have always been more
than willing to rise with me to these challenges and
deliver attractive, effective products on time and
within budget.

A recent project was commissioned by a private
client who had acquired a site in the middle of a
beautiful village near the south coast. The building is
listed and as such required a delicate approach in all
aspects of the design. The project brief was to
create a quality gastro style offer whilst preserving
the character of the building and included the fit out
of the bar, dining areas and five en-suite bedrooms.
Northern Lights worked with me on a solution that
created flexibility of lighting using a modern track
system fitted under the historic ceilings and sand
blasted beams. The juxtaposition of the modern and
the old gave a striking finished product which is
proving to be a runaway success.

A 25 years working relationships is something to be
proud of and I look forward to the next 25 years of
working with Northern Lights on exciting and
challenging projects.



enlightened 21

Melling Ridgeway + Partners Ltd, 
Charter House, Moore Street, Sheffield, S3 7UR.
Tel: 0114 2723321, e-mail: info@mrp-architects.co.uk

www.mrp-architects.co.uk
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As the Autumn comes we will see many new
installations done with LED lighting. We experience
that we are now right in the middle of the biggest
revolution in the lighting industry since electricity
took over from gas a century ago. It’s driven by
technology, the fundamental need to reduce energy
levels and the desire to spend less on operating
costs through a tough economic climate. All this
makes it exciting times for those of us in the lighting
industry. It is setting up big challenges for
manufacturers, specifiers and end users. We at
Philips OEM technology solutions are committed to
not sit and wait, we decided to drive the revolution.
Not only by ourselves, but in close cooperation with
our innovation partners; customers, specifiers and
end-users.

We experienced that the revolution brought new
dynamics in our lighting world. Like how to deal with
the phase in and out of products and the
management of product life cycles at the speed of
the semiconductor industry? And is the colour
rendering index still the best way to measure quality
of light? At Philips we do not know all the answers to
all the new challenges. Does anybody? But that’s
the beauty of it. Together we will explore, fail, learn
and grow. While doing so, we want to be a
trustworthy and reliable innovation partner. We not
only innovate on products and systems but also with
our services. Like for example the brand new
‘webshop’ and our detailed phase in/out process and
tools. All to make our innovation roadmaps as
transparent as possible and working 
with us as easy as possible.

Peter Halmans
Marketing Director Philips 
OEM Lighting Solutions EMEA

Back to the Future with Philips
Philips talk to us about the LED 
revolution and how it is currently
driving innovation within the 
lighting industry
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“Philips Lighting would like to congratulate John, Frances and all at Northern Lights
on their 25 year anniversary.  We look forward to a continuing successful
partnership in the next 25 years! ”

Peter Earle  -  Philips

The world of
lighting will never
be the same again. It
is moving and moving
fast. It is turning a sleepy
country lane in to an ultra fast
express highway. Creating light is
something we, at Philips have done
for many years and, creating light with
LED is something that excites us
enormously, There are so many more
possibilities with LED lighting, but equally as
many challenges. Despite these challenges, we truly
believe LED lighting is now ready to be used effectively
in almost all lighting applications, varying from accent
lighting in a retail environment to office lighting at higher
efficiencies than fluorescent lighting. Also street lighting is taking
advantage of LED lighting by turning yellowish outdoor light into
white LED light and creating safer environments. The small size of
LEDs also allows for multiple interesting decorative LED lighting
applications in home and hospitality environments. LED is really
here to stay and is already delivering breakthroughs in regular
lighting applications, and what currently is still unthinkable lighting
applications will soon become reality. The Philips Fortimo LED
portfolio is already today, and will be tomorrow, the LED module
range for an extensive variety of applications
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Thorn would like to wish Northern Lights a very happy 25th 
Anniversary. Looking at their past 25 years has made us think
about our history too. Here is a little bit about how Thorn has 
developed into the well known brand we are today. 

Thorn was established by Jules Thorn in 1928. Since then Thorn
has seen many changes and expansions, in fact over the past 
25 years alone the following changes have taken place:

1987  Thorn’s expansion in Europe continues with the
acquisition of Jarnkonst, Sweden.

1988  Thorn proves its expertise in lighting
management with the launch of the C-VAS system.
Acquisition of Europhane in France and ALI/Howard
Smith in Australia. Commencement of operations in
Hong Kong, Singapore and Malaysia.

1989  Thorn light fittings Aria spotlight and Modulight
fluorescent win Die Gute Industrieform design awards
at the Hannover Fair.

1991  Disposal of light source manufacturing
operation to General Electric of the US. Launch of
Sensa, the world’s first independent, intelligent light
fitting for offices. Acquisition of Phillips’ airfield
lighting business.

1992  Commencement of operation in Czech
Republic.

1993  Thorn Lighting acquired from Thorn EMI in
leveraged management buy-out.

1994  Successful flotation on
the London Stock Exchange of
TLG plc, as holding company
of the Thorn Lighting Group.

1995 – 96  The Queen visits
the Spennymoor site to turn
on the 60 millionth Pop Pack.
Further offices opened 
in Eastern Europe and the
Baltic States. Thorn establish
first manufacturing plant in
China.

1996 - 97  Further development in Asia with the
formation of a new joint venture with Jardine Pacific.
Acquisition of DNT Europhane, making the Thorn
Lighting Group the number two global airfield lighting
operation outside the US.

1998 - 99  Acquisition of Danish lighting company
Jakobsson to further strengthen Thorn’s position in
architectural lighting. Thorn Lighting Group acquired
by Wassall plc, a diversified, industrial holding
company owning a broad portfolio of internationally
based companies.

2000  Wassall acquired by KKR in order to combine
the Thorn and Zumtobel lighting groups.
Subsequently KKR reduced its position and Thorn is
now part of the Austrian lighting enterprise,
Zumtobel Group.

2003  Thorn Lighting celebrates 75 years of lighting
people and places.

2005  Thorn opens Lighting application studio in
London.

2006  Debuts 33 products at Frankfurt’s Light +
Building Show. Included is the Orus low-level road
lantern, which later wins the NICEIC award for best
electrical product innovation. Expands the product
rollout with a mobile exhibition truck touring
European customers.

2007  Announces the Thorn Academy of Light
employee training programme. Launches more
advanced LED and proof luminaires. Markets a new
brand message, the ‘PEC Programme’.

Jules Thorn

‘Pop Pack’
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.hess by Thorn have delivered 
a new performance LED street 
lantern called New York.

Available in two different sizes (700mm and 1000mm)
and with the option of a single or twin bracket the
New York product family has excellent thermal
management with the module having multifaceted
contact to the metal housing and cooling fins to
contribute to the dissipation of heat through the
increase of the surface area within the housing. All of
these features ensure that the flow of heat from the
LEDs is continuous and sufficient. Carefully designed
with minimum space to prevent the accumulation of
leaves and pitched fins and slots to facilitate the
runoff of water the cast aluminium has a smooth
surface finish making it largely self cleaning where the
rain washes away dust and dirt.

2009  The new Thorn factory in Spennymoor is
opened in February and later that year is named
Factory of the Year at the Best Factory Awards. The
modern purpose-built lighting factory also scooped
the Best Electronics & Electrical Plant and Best People
Management awards and was highly commended for
the Innovation award. The Thorn Academy of Light
also opens which aims to ensure that those engaged
in the built environment and public realm have a good
working knowledge of professional lighting.

2010  Thorn together with Cambridge Display
Technology and Durham University win the
Environmental Technology Collaboration Award at The
Engineer Technology and Innovation Awards 2010.

2011  .hess and Thorn reach an agreement which
gives Thorn exclusive rights to market the .hess brand
in France, East and Southeast Europe, including .hess’
entire outdoor lighting and site furnishing ranges, 

2012  Thorn launches eControl making it easier to
understand, specify, install
and maintain good quality,
energy efficient lighting. 
The Thorn Energy Partnership
is also launched which is a
partnership between Thorn
and installers to promote
energy efficient lighting 
by delivering good lighting
performance. It uses 15 ideas
for saving energy, covering
technology, controls,
applications and environment.

Other features include:
Integral pole top or side entry Bracket to
accommodate, 60 mm or 76 mm poles

Tilt adjustment for side entry and top mounting
ranges from -20° to +15°

Downward tilt adjustment means luminaire is
suitable for use on hockey stick poles

Pole top luminaire tilt-adjusts 0° - 15°

Standard finish is DB 703

Luminaire with sand-cast housings 
are now available for shipping

.hess
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Some of the new products we will
be showing at Sleep 2012

What’s New...

Launching at Sleep 2012... Our new Case Studies Folio
This hardback folder showcases some of the projects that
Northern Lights have worked on.
We hope you enjoy reading it as much as we all enjoyed
making it!
You can also request a copy of our new folder by emailing: judy@northern-lights.co.uk

NEW
STYLE
METAL
SHADES

NEW
SHAPE

COCOON

PENDANTS

NEW
GLASS

DESIGNS
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WITHOUT PREJUDICE!

I have been asked to write about a lighting

company called Northern Lights. No printable lies

spring to mind immediately so I guess the truth will

have to told. None of the names have been

changed…… there are no innocents to protect.

A successful business run by a very likeable,

knowledgeable and competent businessman, but

enough of Direct Fluorescent Lighting. From the

head honcho, numero uno, the capo di-monte, John

to his friends but always Mr Fleming to me to the

formidable Barney in despatch. A man guaranteed

to make pub bouncers quiver. Via the fragrant

receptionist Jill and the equally fragrant Lee.  The

quotations department, truly the only sensible

people in residence - apart from some ambitious

pricing. All mention of the accounts department are

covered by a Government 25 year injunction,

suffice to say that apart from a few minor surface

wounds I am still functioning reasonably well and

able to write cheques with my good hand. It was

only when Francis threatened to come round at

night and stick a bat up my nightie that I realised

how powerful this company is. 

Northern Lights started out as a lighting company

and I truly believe that I have helped this company

become what it is today. A lighting company. 

Any fees for this article may be donated to the 

K.Hobson Charity Trust, at the Bide a Wee

Retirement Home for retired Gentlefolk and 

Lighting Wholesalers, Tenerife.

Give me a few minutes and I will come 

up with the silly version!!

Regards, Keith

By the late 1980’s I had been in the lighting trade

for about twenty years and realised that to progress

I had to be able to offer customers more than

manufacturers standard  catalogue items. Through

a contact in the Brewery trade the name of

Northern Lights came up. This was the start of a

long and beneficial business relationship.

I soon learned what this company was capable of.

From a quite extensive base catalogue we branched

out into different finishes, different sizes and of

course pure one-off fittings for the then popular

Theme Pubs. A string of bars in Italy really put them

to the test. From picking up a clients drawing

through the quotation stages and finally to delivery

was accomplished in ten to fourteen days. Not once

but regularly. Some near misses but the customer

was never let down.It is rare to contact a company now and be able to

talk to the owner. You can with Northern Lights but

it’s the closeness of the sales department to the

factory that gives quick and reliable information

and with the addition of a team of in house

designers this has gone to an even higher level. It is

tempting to say everyone from the managing

director down but I don’t believe Northern Lights

works like that. Every member of staff, in whatever

department, that I have spoken to over twenty five

years has been helpful, friendly and they know

what they are talking about. Northern Lights. 
Do you know I rather like these people.Regards, Keith

...and finally, we asked clients, suppliers and business 
acquaintances for their testimonials relating to our 25
years...  as you can see, there’s always one!

Keith Hobson from Direct Fluorescent
Lighting sent us these two versions
of his testimonial... even we are not
sure which is the truth!

Keith circa the 1940s & circa 2012!
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