
Dates for your diary… 

Spring Term 2015 

Year 10 Parents’ Evening 

Wednesday 28 January 

Year 8 Parents’ Evening  

Thursday 12 February  

Year 9 Parents’ Evening  

Wednesday 11 March   

Spring Fair                        

Saturday 21 March 

Post 16 Parents’ Evening   

Wednesday 25 March  

Year 9 Options Evening   
Thursday 16 April 

 

 

   

 

Harris Rowlett Year 8 
has been selected for 
the Yorkshire Pathways 
for Cricket .                     

Well Done  Harris! 
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Parents’ Newsletter 

We are now coming to the end of another term together.  This term has again 

seen a lot of positive progress for staff, students and the wider community, all of 

which contributes to the high aspirations we continue to have for Parkside 

School and its future.  

As always the school continues its fantastic charity work, raising significant sums 

of money for a wide variety of causes.  Parents’ Evenings, Open Evenings, 

Spring and Christmas Fairs, Presentation Evenings and the Primary School   

Harvest Festival (started last year and again, a rousing success for all involved) 

have been hosted by us.  Numerous educational visits including trips to Berlin 

and Poland as well as ski trips/sports trips have impacted significantly on both 

the academic and social education of our students.    

The school has also made significant steps on its continuing journey towards   

giving students the education they deserve and need, in order to fulfil/achieve 

their aspirations and ambitions. The Bradford Partnership Review also            

recognised how much work has been done over the last 12 months, (and since 

September in particular) and that we are now moving positively and rapidly on 

the journey to improving the school and the education it gives its students.    

The Ofsted Inspection we were due, happened in November and reported very 

positively on the changes in school since the last Ofsted Inspection. (The full and 

validated report will be available to everyone upon its production and receipt 

from OFSTED.)   This is in no small part due to the continuing support, attitudes 

and moral values we all hold as a community and the way we are working      

together for the common goal of Parkside students and the schools success.   

May I take this opportunity to thank each and every one of you for your continued 

support of everyone at the school, its staff, students and our community.  I con-

tinue to be excited and enthusiastic about what the future holds for us all.  I hope 

you all have a happy and relaxing Christmas break.  Merry Christmas              

Mr A. Taylor Headteacher  

Dear Parents and Carers  

 

 

 
 

Cullingworth Cenotaph Tuesday 11 November 2014 11am 
Our school was represented at the Cenotaph by The Student 
Leadership Team.  Also there were Mr Taylor, Headteacher 
and Mr Tague, Deputy Headteacher. 
Mr Tague spoke about the memorial and informed the  students 
of how and when it was built.  We then observed a 2 minute 
silence in remembrance.  Our wreath was laid by  Lucas Ryan 
in Year 9.  The students were from all year groups including 
Post 16 

Armistice Day 2014 



Our new Year 12 students seem to have settled in well and our Year 13’s are already working hard in 
what will be their final year as ‘school’ students.  Students have continued to play an active role within 
the school community, supporting staff in lower school lessons (Science, Humanities, Dance and    
Technology) acted as tour guides showing around prospective staff/parents as well as running lunch 
time clubs and helping at the Parkside School Open Evening. 
Our links within the community have further 
flourished. We are currently working with 
Cullingworth Primary School and the new 
Cullingworth Village Hall committee           
organising a Christmas concert (December 
5th) as well as helping to plan the            
Cullingworth Awards and Dell Project. Need-
less to say the (now infamous) Over 60’s 
club still runs weekly.  The Post 16 student 
council, with Katie Johnson and Harry    
Stewart as co-chairs, have raised nearly 
£200 for Macmillan Cancer Care and The 
Teenage Cancer Trust through various 
events and themed days. 

Positive first term for Post 16. 
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Congratulations 

to Twelve Year 

old Olivia Brooksbank.  Olivia competes with 

The Astre Academy of Gymnastics, who were 

entered for a team competition.  Olivia's team (of 

5 girls) came in first place, receiving a Gold  

medal, Rose and Certificate each. The girls 

gained points on each apparatus; beam, bar, 

floor and vault. They were joined together for the 

team score but also the girls received their      

i n d i v i d u a l 

scores. Olivia 

came first with 

two of her 

team mates 

coming in 2nd 

and 3rd. Well 

Done Olivia!   

What a fantastic day everyone had at the Christmas Fair. The Parkside Parents’ Association (PPA), 

with help from staff and students, raised over £1,500 for the school reward scheme. We had a Rodeo 

Reindeer, Play Your Cards Right , Tin Can Alley and lots of other ac-

tivities going on throughout the morning. 

The next PPA Event will be The Spring 

Fair on Saturday 21st March 2015.  If 

You are interested in joining the PPA  

please get in touch with Majella on  

01535 272752 or email majel-

la.mccolgan@parksideschool.net 

Parkside Christmas Fair 

Gymnastics Success 
 Commonwealth Bronze Medal for Ellie                    

Ellie Bowden from Year 9 collected a bronze medal 

in the recent Commonwealth Championships.  Ellie 

was competing in the under-44kg cadet female semi

-final against Team England 

colleague Jeamy Navarro, 

who she defeated in the    

British National Champion-

ships in September. It was a 

close contest and still  0-0  

after three rounds, it then 

went to a golden point, which 

Navarro won, but Ellie still got 

the bronze.  Well Done Ellie! 



Parkside had a massive turnout at it's Open Evening on 
2 October.  Parents from across the area came 

with their Year 6 children to take a look at our school.  
Children and their parents were given guided tours of the school by our 
Student Guides. Visiting all the dif-
ferent departments  and getting a 
practical experience of Parkside 
life.  
Mr Taylor, Headteacher gave a talk 
to parents in the main hall, but more 
importantly for the children, two of 
our Post 16 students spoke about 
their own Parkside journey and how 
nervous they were on their first day 
starting a new school in Year Sev-
en.  The night was a great success. 

Open Evening 
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When in Rome...                                  Well, after a very early morning start we finally arrived at the Catacombs of San     

Callisto. I think it’s safe to say that everyone left feeling simply fascinated and intrigued by the under-

ground world created by Christians in the 2nd century AD. We learnt about the history of the Catacombs 

and got a real chance to explore the winding burial paths. To top it off, we had the best guide ever in the 

form of an Australian Priest, who gave everyone a good laugh. We were then hotel bound, the Hotel     

Archimede was as much of a labyrinth as the catacombs but very nice never the less We allowed         

ourselves a bit of time to explore the local area and stop for an ice cream before getting ourselves ready 

for our evening meal.  We began the next day with a bus tour of Rome in which we saw everything from 

the awe inspiring Coliseum to the Imposing Piazza Venezia. This gave us a break from walking, and a bit 

more information about this wonderful city. The bus tour took us directly to the Citta Del Vaticano where 

we began our tour of the Vatican museum.  The Vatican museum is home to a wealth of religiously       

inspired art and history. We were lucky enough to see some of the works of world famous artists such as 

da Vinci and Raphael (Miss Stothers and I were particularly excited by the painting of Plato and Aristotle – 

philosophy teachers through and through!!). The place is just incredible, and the scale is something which 

you can’t appreciate until you are there. Some of the students chose to walk around the gardens of the 

Vatican which were simply stunning.  We then moved swiftly into the Sistine Chapel where we all wished 

we had taken David Gopal’s suggestion of the mirror on board! The frescoes of Michelangelo are world 

renowned, and it almost didn’t feel real looking at them.  We spent the afternoon continuing with our hop 

on hop off bus tour and did a bit more walking around the city. This was followed by a great meal at the 

pizza pasta restaurant and an evening at the Trevi fountain (which is slightly disappointing due to the lack 

of water and masses of scaffolding!).  The next 

day, (after an early start of 7am,) we walked to the 

Coliseum. The weather was perfect and it was 

nice and quiet, allowing us time to walk around 

with ease. We stayed in the Coliseum itself for 

around an hour and a half and then moved onto 

Palatine Hill and the Roman Forum. Our students 

really enjoyed the chance to take in the sights of 

this side of Rome and to have a bit more of a   re-

laxed morning in the sun.  We spent lunchtime at 

the Trevi fountain and then walked to the Spanish 

Steps and the Villa Borghese – the largest park 

within the centre of Rome. It has been a wonderful 

trip and the time has just flown. Parkside students 

did us proud yet again!  Mrs N Gibbs Trip Leader 

The Parkside Parents’ 

Association has a Nearly 

New Uniform Shop, with 

blazers for £5.  We always 

require stock, so if you 

have any items that your 

child has grown out of, 

you can donate them to 

us.  Please send any 

items in FAO Majella 

McColgan.  Thank you 



We have just held interviews for Year 7 student leaders.  The Student 

leadership team is now as follows: Post 16 Senior Head Boy and Head 

Girl are Harry Stewart and Katie Johnson.  Main School Head Boy and 

Head Girl are Oliver Martin and Rhianna Thomas.  Deputy Head Boy 

and Head Girl are Lewis Johnson and Shona Wilson.  The other mem-

bers of our Student Leadership Team are:  Victoria Trudgill, Amy Hirst, 

Toby Ross, Chloe Greenwood, James Bairstow, Jake Dowden, Megan 

Conway, Archie Wright, Erin Embleton, Rhea Hardaker, Hollie Meikle, 

Charlotte Connides Smith, Owen Gallear and Morgan Myers. 

Student Leadership Team 2014– 2015 
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Year Seven Trip to The York Dungeon 
The terrifying trip to the Dungeons is, without a doubt, one that will nev-
er be forgotten.  An amazing yet chilling day for the students of Year 7 
and the staff included a deadly drama workshop, a historical tour of 
York and of course, a visit to the dead filled dungeons.  Some came out 
laughing but more came out scared to death!  We had a great day and 
really enjoyed ourselves.  Rebecca Shepherd 7F 
The Year 7 students 7 acquitted themselves fantastically well through-
out the two trips and did Parkside proud.  The visit coincided 
with the scheme of work they have been doing this term and 
should have provided inspiration for their recent writing     
assessment!  Mr M Pickard Assistant Curriculum Leader 
English 

In October Year 7 embarked on their 
annual team building and getting to 
know each other trip.  This year they 
went to High Adventure in Cowling, 
North Yorkshire for two days of exhila-
rating activities which included High 
Ropes, Low Ropes, Abseiling, Canoe-
ing, and Archery. 
Unfortunately the weather was not the 
kindest to us as they were possibly the 
coldest two days of the year so far. This 
however did not dampen the spirits of 
our Parkside students.  They had such 
a good time over the two days and most 
faced fears they thought they would not 
conquer. All students were fantastic am-
bassadors for Parkside and all have 
made new friendships that will continue 
to thrive over the years to come. Thank 
you to all staff who gave up their time to 
help make the trip memorable for all our 
students.   Mr M Cox Year 7 Progress 
Leader 

 

http://highadventureoec.co.uk/


After a bumpy start The Parkside 

Team finally found their feet.  On the 

team were: Callum Dean Year7, Archie Wright Year 8 and Tom 

Keighley Year 9 along with Mr Stevens.  Parkside put up a 

brave fight and lead up to the quick fire round, when they were 

narrowly beaten by Bradford Grammar!  Well Done boys!             

Mrs L. Higginson  Student Support Leader 

Berlin 2014   On Thursday 23rd October a group of 34 pupils and 4 staff visited Berlin.  After checking in 
to the Hotel Aletto, we ventured out into the local area to explore Berlin Zoo. This is the busiest zoo in 
Europe, and we all very quickly understood why: IT WAS BRILLIANT! OK, so this wasn’t the most 
Historical part of the trip but after getting up at 1.30am it was a welcome light relief.   The next day was 
jam packed. First of all we visited Sachsenhausen – a concentration camp. This was a very moving and 
eye opening experience for the whole group, and one which we are all still reflecting on. Other visits 
included Wannsee Villa & the Olympic Stadium (where one group were given a tour by the gorgeous 
‘German Michael’ – a favourite of some of the girls & Mrs Gibbs!!!)  On a tour of Berlin the next day, the 
group visited the most famous sights in this wonderful city. Everyone enjoyed seeing the historic sights of 
Berlin that we had read about in History Text Books such as the Reichstag Building. Next was a visit to 
Checkpoint Charlie and the museum where we loved learning about all the daring escapes over the 
Berlin Wall – the most impressive being the woman who escaped in her boyfriend’s drum!  The final day 
saw a visit to the Reichstag Building. We were able to take a tour into the glass dome of the building 
which gave us fantastic views 
over the city. Finally we visited 
the Jewish Museum and every 
student found this a fascinating 
and challenging visit (although 
having a tour guide called Olaf 
meant we were all singing 
songs from Frozen!)  As 
always, the Parkside students 
were an asset to the school and 
an absolute pleasure to travel 
with. Even though we returned 
tired & emotionally drained, it 
was a trip we will all never 
forget.  Miss R. Stothers – Trip 
Leader.   

We have had a prom-

ising start this year 

with attendance aver-

aging 95%. There are 

over 280 students 

who have maintained 

a 100% attendance record and this is some-

thing to be proud of. Well done! Please con-

tinue to support the schools drive to in-

crease standards by encouraging your child 

to attend every day and informing us of any 

illness or absence by 9am.  Miss J Ashford 

Pastoral and Inclusion Manager 
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Sam learning touches down! 
As part of the continuing 

development of Teaching and Learning, Parkside school 
has teamed up with SAM learning to enable students to 
undertake a wider range of independent learning tasks. 
The web based platform supports a diverse range of 
subjects at Key Stage 3 and 4, with research showing that 
GCSE grades can be improved by up to a whole grade 
from only 10 hours of independent study in that subject. 
All students have now been registered and many are 
clocking up the leader board points; 
Alicia leads the way in Y11 with over 30 hours of additional 
study closely followed by nearly 75% of Y11 pupils who 
have found the additional material invaluable during their 
recent mock exams. 
Mr M Barratt Deputy Headteacher 

Brains of Bradford 



Congratulations to the Under 16 Netball team who 

were runners up in the Bradford Schools Tourna-

ment - They played 7 games and only lost one. The team included:  

Victoria Trudgill, ,Rosie Findlay, Lucy Heyes, Rhianna Thomas,    

Phoebe Welch, Georgina Dawson, Abbie Powell, Emily Nalton, 

Betsy Cryer and Joanna Lawler-Rhodes. The team have also 

stepped up a gear this season by playing in the Bradford Senior A 

League.  After some thrilling matches and victories against Ilkley 

A and B teams, Beckfoot, Bradford GS B, South Craven and 

Bingley we are currently top of the League! Well done girls!   

The Under 14 Netball Squad were winners of the Bradford 

Schools Under 14 Netball Tournament.  It was a very exciting final 

and they beat Bradford Grammar School in the final by one goal.  

They are  pictured left: Natalia Karkoszka, Olivia Ryder-

Maddocks, Chloe Allatt, Emma Gallagher, Megan Brierly, Eliza 

Findlay, Elicia Marks, Megan Clayton, and Sophie Moulden.              

Well done to you all! 

Parkside Creative Learning 
Trust 
Parkside Terrace 
Cullingworth 
Bradford  
West Yorkshire  
BD13 5AD 
Phone: 01535 272752 
Fax: 01535 274693 

Parkside Year 8 and Year 7 

Rugby team beat Oakbank 30-

24 In the annual Christmas 

curtain raiser at Keighley 

RUFC on Saturday 6th 

December. Well done to all 

the boys! 

 
Following on from our successful 

'village planter' project in the      

summer, Cullingworth Primary and 

Parkside joined forces again last 

Friday for the first ever Cullingworth 

Community Christmas concert at 

the Village Hall.  With performances 

from both school choirs, Parkside 

student Matthew Bown, Post 16 

band Multiverse Theory and      

community choir Flattnotes, the 

event was a sell out.  Deemed by all as a great, festive evening, we have 

managed to raise over £681 which will be donated to help boost funds for 

the new Village Hall build.  They have also performed at the Cullingworth 

Awards and the Village Carol Concert Philip Logan 

 December 2014  
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Netball Success 

Organised by the Post 16 student 

council, the  annual Year 7 Fancy 

Dress Disco took place in November.  

All money raised goes towards fund-

ing the Year 13 yearbook and leavers 

prom. Sixth form students decorated 

the hall and canteen, they also ran 

activities such as apple bobbing and 

'what's in the box?', as well as a boys 

v girls dance off and 'best dressed' 

competition. 

Year Seven Fancy Dress Disco 

Cullingworth Community Christmas Concert 

Rugby 


