
Dates for your 

diary... Here is a 

selection of dates for 

Summer Term   

2015:    

Year 10 Parents 
Evening           
Thursday 16 April  

Year 7 Parents’ 
Evening       
Wednesday 22 April  

KS3 Tourism Field 
Trip to Blackpool 
Wednesday 10, Fri-
day 12 and Wednes-
day 17 June 

KS4 Trip to Krakow 
Poland        
Wednesday 1  July 

Year 13 Prom                   
Friday 3 July 

Year 11 Prom       
Wednesday  9 July 

End of Year Trip to 
Flamingo land       
Tuesday  21 July 
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Parents’ Newsletter 

Excellence for All 

We are now coming to the end of our second term here at school and what a term it 
has been.  The school has continued its rapid improvement on the journey to          
becoming a good school, with a successful Section 8 OFSTED monitoring visit and 
the news that the Local Authority no longer judges us as a Priority school (one which 
needs constant support, intervention and monitoring) To see this continued positive 
progress for everyone connected with Parkside is something that I feel very proud of 
and is indeed proof that the higher expectations and aspirations we expect of        
everyone is the correct one and that will help secure a better future for the students.  
The school also continues to make significant steps on its journey towards giving    
students the education they deserve through staffing changes. Good or better      
practitioners across subject areas have been recruited, enhancing the quality of 
teaching the students will receive day in and day out. Maths, English and Science will 
benefit greatly from the enhanced staffing put into place. I would like to thank parents, 
carers and the community for the positive support, with regard to the short term issue 
of staff turnover. 
Next half term is especially important for Years 11, 12 and 13, who are involved in 
external exams which will impact on their future plans and choices. For both Post 16 
and Year 11 the school will be maximising their chances of success by running       
intervention/revision classes.  Easter revision days for subjects will include splitting 
groups and working with individuals and small groups of students. I would ask that 
parents support this as the progress of their child is of paramount importance in order 
to secure their future. Staff continue to work hard to offer as many classes as possible 
and as outlined, these are already happening before school, at lunchtimes, after 
school and will also happen during the holidays. Please make sure your child attends 
or contact the school if attendance to any revision sessions creates difficulties for you.  
Year 9 have made their options choices and under the direction of Miss Whitehead 
the school will be collating these choices, speaking to students and families if there 
are any issues and creating the students curriculum of choice which will enhance the 
potential career pathway they wish to follow.  
As always the school continues its fantastic charity work, raising well in excess of 
£2000 for Comic Relief. Activities took place throughout the day, including: Sponge 
the Teacher, Splat the Rat, Copper Tower Challenge, a non uniform day and Guess 
the Baby.  A fantastic effort by everyone and a big thank you to the Student         
Leadership Team and Post 16 Council who organised and co-ordinated the whole 
day.  
In order to enhance significantly both the academic and social education of our      
students and create outstanding citizens and role models for the future, there has 
been a multitude of extra-curricular trips and activities for our students. The inaugural 
Rugby tour to the North - West was a resounding success;, we have a group of      
students undertaking a trip to work at the BBC and we also have individual success-
es; Ellie Bowden (Taekwondo), Ethan Hodson (Hockey), Olivia Brooksbank 
(Gymnastics), Bradley Toll (Football / fundraising) and Mason Faulkner (ex-student, 
football). I apologise if I have unknowingly overlooked any student and would ask that 
any successes or achievements gained by our students are reported to Majella 
McColgan (PIW) so that we can celebrate in school and enhance the newly          in-
troduced ‘student celebration wall’.  Once again, many thanks for your continued sup-
port of Parkside school and its students. I wish you all a happy Easter.   
Kind Regards Andrew Taylor  

Full  Report 
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BBC NEWS School Report 2015 
The School Report reporters from Parkside School were selected to attend BBC 
Broadcasting House in London on News Day 19th March. 

They had a very successful   
Practice Day on Tuesday at 
Drystone Radio, broadcasting live 
for an hour (available on podcast) 
and conducting an interview with 
a city official in Iowa USA. 
Some pictures from their day at 
Drystone are currently on the 
BBC School Report website. 
The reporters were:  Savannah Dodsworth, Holly Parker, 
Jodie Jennison, Jasmine Colgan, Savannah Tiler,    
Charlotte Denby, Jake Taglione, Kelsey Thompson, 
Kady Singh, Tom Keighley and Tom Dibb 
Mr Watkiss Trip Leader 

Morrisons Let’s Work Programme’  

                  Valentines day at Parkside 
Mrs Higginson, Mr Charlton and Mr Stevens 
were Playing Cupid at Parkside on Friday 13th 
February!  Students were invited to place their 
Valentine’s Day cards in Cupid’s Post Box, in 
order for Mrs Higginson, Mr Charlton and Mr 
Stevens to deliver them anonymously.  Cupid's post Box was 
decorated by the students and placed outside the Year 8 and Year 9 
Student Office, so students could pop their cards in there without 
anyone knowing, and post was collected all week.   
The cards were then delivered to the lucky, but sometimes 
embarrassed recipients during registration for Years 7, 8 and 9 on 
Friday, and by the looks of things I think Mrs Higginson may have got a 
cheeky card herself!  Over 50 cards were delivered this year which is 
the first time we have done it.  We will be certainly doing it again next 
year as it was such a success and put everyone in a good mood.  It 
was such a great way to start the half term!                                                           

Post 16 students celebrate the success of the 

Let’s Work Programme with Morrisons.  The   

Bradford-based supermarket giant launched the 

initiative after staging a trial 12-week course at 

Parkside last year.  The venture is now being   

extended to four other secondary schools in the 

district.  The formal programme is intended to   

develop resilience, self-confidence, self-

awareness and the drive to succeed. The final 

module included a tour of Morrisons' HQ, including 

time in the ‘M kitchen’ where products and recipes 

are developed.  
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Parkside Did Comic Relief 

The students at Parkside did something funny for money on Red 

Nose Day.  They raised an amazing £2,176.96 For Comic Relief.  

Activities included a non-uniform Wear Something Red for the 

day, Sponge the Teacher, Guess the Baby Competition, The 

Comic Relief Copper Tower Challenge and selling Red Noses.   

Students and staff have been collecting 1p and 2p coins over the 

past month in a bid to win the Copper Tower Challenge.  The  

individual form winners were 10E Mrs Gibbs form who alone 

raised £103.00 with a total of £720 being raised throughout the 

school in small change.   

We also had activities and games in the Hall which were or-

ganised by The Student Leadership Team and the Post 

16 Student Council, including: a Bake Sale, Table    

Tennis a Do Something Funny Photo Booth and Pop-

corn sale among other things.   Students were allowed 

to eat their lunch in the library for £1 and had a book 

sale.  We also had a sponsored silence.   



Cullingworth Youth Council       
Members of the Cullingworth Village 

Youth Council met with the Parish  

Council to discuss ways to combat traffic 

congestion around the village especially 

in the surrounding areas near both 

schools.  As always our students       

represented the school and themselves 

brilliantly.  
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Paris in September  
In September, 33 students from Years 10 and 11 
visited Paris where they had the opportunity to 
visit the city as well as practise their language 
skills.  During their stay students visited the Eiffel 
Tower, the Sacre Coeur, the Montmatre area, and 
Disneyland Paris.  They also had a lesson on how 
to make crêpes.  The students had a great time 
and were a credit to the school. Here they are  
pictured in front of the Eiffel Tower.  
Emily Naylor Trip Leader 

Ethan Completes Hockey Apprenticeship  
Post 16 student Ethan Hodson, has recently completed England Hockey’s Advanced Apprenticeship in 
Sporting Excellence (AASE) programme as part of the new National Age Group Squad (NAGS) 
Academy. This will be the first cohort of Hockey Athletes to have completed the AASE programme.  
AASE is a Sports Performance Programme for talented young athletes which has been operating in 
other sports in England since 2004 and there are 25 
Sports and 2500 athletes currently engaged with the 
AASE programme.  Success stories from the programme 
in other sports include Rebecca Adlington, Tom Daley 
and Jack Wilshere.  The AASE programme reflects what 
an athlete should be doing to follow a practical based 
performance programme, by planning their activity and 
nutrition, applying coaching and guidance and evaluating 
their performance.  During the extensive 
programme Ethan attended camps during school holidays 
at the National Institute for Sport at Lilleshall, with the 
highlight being representing England Under 17 age group 
at the School Games held over four days in Manchester 

Pantomime Time               

Students performed their 

own version of Frozen in 

January.   

Brunch with the Boss     

Students who have gone the 

extra mile had been nominated 

by Mrs Higginson, Mr Charlton 

or their Form Tutors, and had 

Brunch with the Boss, Mr Taylor 



 

Bradley puts it in the Net 

Year nine student  Bradley Toll came out of his own team's 

goals to take on Bradford City mascot Billy Bantam in a     

penalty shootout.   He raised  more than £100 for his football 

club Bradford City Disability FC.  He was sponsored by family, 

friends and neighbours in the penalty shootout. He received a 

signed football from the Bradford City Team. 

Bradley has been playing for Bradford City Disability FC for 

three years.  He has been the team’s best goalkeeper in his age group, and 

has only let in five goals in his career.  Bradford Disability Football Club is a 

well-established club which provides professional football coaching to people 

of all ages with varying disability levels.  Well done Bradley 

 
 

Parkside Cross Country Team 
Our School, Cross Country Team has enjoyed a successful time this year, 
from our early Year races around the school to Eliza Findley, Year 9, winning 
the Bradford Schools Junior Girls cross country race and representing 
Bradford Schools in the West Yorkshire Cross Country Championships. 
Training is every Monday and a varying number of up to 15 students trained in 
all weathers, in and around the school.  Particular praise should go to        
Eliza Findley, Alfie Johnson, Nathan Hall and Joseph Royston who have 
trained week in and week out! 
Our mainstay competition has been the Keighley & Craven Cross Country 
Series, based mainly at Cliffe Castle, Keighley, the last of which is at Silsden 
Park on March 18th.   Students compete in their age category, against the 
other Keighley and some Bradford Schools.  Competition in some races is 
very high, with many of the winners running regularly with Keighley AC or 
Bingley Harriers and our students should be pleased with their performances. 
The best performance came in the last race at Silsden where Eliza Findley 
won by a good margin. 
Two Year 7 teams ran at the Malsis 
School Cross Country races and 
enjoyed a fast and varied course at a 
really well organised event.  

Competition was very strong against many private schools who had 
travelled from as far away as Keswick in Cumbria.  While our 
successes in terms of winning were low, it was a great experience for 
our teams and the post-race tea with hot dogs and drinks was 
enjoyed before the prize giving. 
Our largest turnout was for the Bradford Schools Cross Country on 
Wednesday 14th January.  A snow covered course, with bright sun 
inspired. 
Eliza Findley ran superbly and won the junior girls race. Sophie 
Mouldon, one of our best ‘all rounds”, also qualified to run for Bradford 
Schools.  In the Junior Boys race Jake Dowdon finished in 9th place 
and in the Intermediate boys Aaron Greenwood and Mason Mirzaali 
finished in 5th and 6th places to also qualify to represent the best of the 
Bradford Schools cross country runners.                           
Paul Calderbank  
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All Teed Up!  

A group of Year 9 boys and a group of students from the DSP 
have been “all teed up” for the past 10 weeks. 

The  “All Teed Up” Programme is an AQA Unit Award Level 2 
equivalent to a GCSE C Grade in PE Sport and Personal       
Development.  The repetition in golf helps our DSP students, to 
learn new life and work skills by looking at risk assessments and    
accounts in relation to running a golf club.  The course develops 

the wider skills and abilities of students so they 
can transfer these to the classroom to maximise 
their performance, and provides them with the 
ideal opportunity to gain an additional            
qualification while continuing to study the core 

subjects. Andy Watmuff PGA Coach 

To raise money for this years Yr. 13 Leavers 
Prom, members of the Post 16 student 
council organised multiple bake sales around 
the school.  
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Attendance Awards  
On Wednesday in Assembly, 27 year 9 students were 
awarded Easter Eggs for 100% Attendance at school from 
September until the end of the Easter Term.  

The Parkside Parents’ Association held their annual Spring Fair on Saturday.  It was a great day out for all 
the family.  The total raised was £1,050 and the PPA would like to thank everyone who supported us in any 
way, either by coming along on the day , baking or donating something to the Tombola 
The money raised enables the PPA to support events in school.  This year they have supported the 
Year 11 Prom, the Post 16 Year Book, the Rugby Tour and also supported  our students on their trip 
to London for the finals of the BBC Newsround School Report. Rewards are regularly given for      
progress and attendance. 
If you would like to be part of the PPA please contact Majella McColgan at the school. 

Parkside Spring Fair                                         



Lucas Ryan scoring one of the 
Parkside tries                                               

Parkside Creative Learning 
Trust 
Parkside Terrace 
Cullingworth 
Bradford  
West Yorkshire  
BD13 5AD 
Phone: 01535 272752 
Fax: 01535 274693 

The Parkside Rugby Tour was arranged in recognition of how far the school has come in terms of        

developing Rugby Union here at Parkside. This was started by a parent - Mr Steve Welch who asked 

about sport development in the first Parents Forum I attended in September 2013. I was challenged to 

pull my boots on and get involved with him on Fridays after school. Steve's commitment and expertise 

has been invaluable and it is thanks to him that, since that first training session, the sport within Parkside 

School has grown. Further recognition was given to us by the RFU who awarded us 'All School' status, 

which means the RFU are funding us to the tune of £10,000 over 3 years to make sure Rugby Union    

becomes sustainable and embedded here . We have also made fantastic links with our local club      

Keighley RUFC and have both boys and staff playing for them now.  

The tour itself was a huge success with both teams doing themselves and the school proud. No quarter 
was given against any opposition teams and indeed both sides managed to come away with 1 win in the 
festival on Friday at Workington RUFC. Some of the best rugby we have played was then on display in 
the Saturday game at Cockermouth RUFC, where we narrowly lost to a well drilled side.   The second half 
display was truly magnificent. 
One parent of a Cockermouth player said:  " I would like to compliment you, your school, staff and pupils 
on their impeccable behaviour and sportsmanship.”  
Steve Welch said; “May I take this opportunity to thank you for the invitation to join you on the inaugural 
Parkside Rugby Tour 2015. 
I really did enjoy the time away; the atmosphere was great and the organisation was very tight but, spot 
on. The lads are a credit to Parkside." 
Andrew Taylor Headteacher 
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Parkside Rugby Tour 2015 


