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Dear Parents and Carers 

We are coming to the end of our first term together this academic year.  This term has again seen a lot of 

positive progress for staff, students and the wider community, all of which contributes to the high            

aspirations we continue to have for Parkside School and its future. Parents’ Evenings, Open Evenings, 

Christmas Fair, Presentation Evenings and the Primary School Harvest Festival have all been hosted here. 

We have again undertaken numerous educational visits that have impacted significantly on both the      

academic and social education of our students and have many more scheduled for the coming year.       

As always the school continues its fantastic charity work, raising significant sums of money for a wide       

variety of causes. Students continue to represent themselves and the school superbly, with the August  

results the best the school has seen. Sporting prowess continues unabated with student success in       

Hockey, Netball, Boxing and Taekwondo. Our links with clubs such as Keighley RUFC also continue to 

strengthen. We hosted our Australian ‘partner’ school which was a rousing success. Mr Needham and      

Mr Radcliffe organised a superb programme including a magnificent show which took place on the Friday 

evening. Friends for life were made and everyone can’t wait to reciprocate the visit.    

The school continues its significant journey towards giving students the education they deserve and need, 

in order to achieve their aspirations and ambitions. The Bradford Partnership Review recognised how 

much work has been done over the last 12 months, (and since September in particular) and that we are 

now continuing positively and moving rapidly on the journey to improving the school and the education it 

gives its students.    

May I take this opportunity to thank each and every one of you for your 

continued support of everyone at the school, its staff, students and our 

community.  I continue to be excited and enthusiastic about what the  

future holds for us all. I hope you all have a happy and relaxing      

Christmas break.  Merry Christmas  Mr. A. Taylor Headteacher  

 

Armistice Day 2015 
Parkside students and staff were joined by    
Cullingworth Primary School on Wednesday 11 
November at 11am at the Cenotaph in             
Cullingworth to lay our wreaths. 
Mr Tague spoke about the memorial and thanked 
everyone for coming to pay their respects. Poems 
were read by Head Boy and Girl: George Turner 
and Chloe Greenwood, our wreath was laid 
by Deputy Head Boy and Girl: James Bairstow 
and Taylor Hardaker.  Cullingworth Primary 
School's wreath was laid by William Campbell 
and Suman Dhesi, who both also read a          
poem.  Mrs O'Hare led a short prayer. The       
students were from all year groups including 
Sixth Form.   We then observed a 2 minutes si-
lence in     remembrance.  

Excellence for All    



  

On Friday 16th October we hosted the Restart a Heart Day.  The day was  
organised by the Yorkshire Ambulance Service.  Certificates and wrist bands 
were provided by the St Johns Ambulance, and every student who took part 
was given one.   
We had the honour of welcoming the Queen’s representative David Pearson 

H.M. Deputy Lieutenant for West Yorkshire who came in full ceremonial dress. 
A spokesperson for the YAS said “It is great to know that schools are getting so involved in the project 

and  going above and beyond what the aim of the day is – which is to equip as many people as possible 

with the skills to save a life”  Pulse radio also attended and spoke to Richard Head, Faculty Leader for PE 

and also spoke to some of our students who gave their view on the day.  All broadcast live on Pulse    

Radio! 
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Parkside Open Evening  
 
We had a large turnout at our open evening in             
October.  Parents from across the area came with their 
Year 6 children to take a look at our school.  
Children and their parents were given guided tours of the 

school by our Student Guides, visiting all the different de-

partments and getting a practical experience of Parkside 

Life.  

One of our classrooms was turned in to a     
disaster area to recreate the aftermath of an 
earthquake with visual and sound effects.      
Mr Taylor gave a talk to parents in the main 
hall, but more importantly for the children, two 
of our sixth form students spoke about their 
own Parkside   Journey and how nervous they 
were on their first day starting a new school in 
Year 7.  The night was a great success. 



 

             Parkside Did Children in Need! 
Staff and students took part in Children In Need on 
13th November.  We raised £1,139.86.  Activities         
arranged by the Student leadership team and Post 
16 Student Council included a Non-Uniform Day 
and Sponge the Teacher.  We also had activities and 
games in the hall including: a Bake Sale, Tin Can 
Alley, Table Tennis, Splat the Rat, Play your Cards 

Right, Nail Painting (strangely there was a long queue of 
boys for this activity!) and a Popcorn sale among other 
things.  Everyone had a great day.  And as our Pudsey 
had lost his spots we had a Pin the Spots on Pudsey 

activity. Well Done Parkside! 
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Christmas Fair 
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The 'Trick or Treat' Halloween disco, was organised by 
our Post 16 students.  Over 90 Year 7 students attended, 
all in fancy dress and took part in games such as Apple 
Bobbing, 'Guess What's in the Box?', 'Demon Doughnuts' 
and a fancy dress parade.  There was music and lights 
and a really spooky feeling added to the atmosphere 
of the evening.  Some of our students were unrecognisa-
ble, their costumes were amazing! 

What a fantastic day everyone had at the Christmas 

Fair. The Parkside Parents’ Association (PPA), with 

help from staff and students, raised over £1,500 for 

the school reward scheme. We had lots of stalls and 

lots of other activities going on throughout the     

morning, with music and song from the Choir  The 

next PPA Event will be The Spring Fair on Saturday 

19
th

 March 2016.  If you are interested in joining the 

PPA please get in touch with Majella McColgan                                                 

Eli Watson (left) age 4 Splatting the Rat! 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Fair 
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Year 10 Superstar Winners!!!! 

For their dedication on Sam Learning, 

Achievement Points and Attendance to 

school, the Winners are: Elicia Marks £15 

voucher, Adam Barlow £5 voucher and 

Mackenzie Sunley £30 voucher.          

Fantastic, ‘Well Done’ Mrs L Higginson 

R e w a r d  T r i p      

Pictured right are  

students who were 

rewarded by a visit to 

Old Trafford to watch 

Manchester United v  

Ipswich Town in  

September  with Mr 

Miller 

Leah Robinson 

Year 7 student Leah 

is currently on the 

Northern Bal let   

Centre for Advanced 

T ra in ing  (CAT)    

Programme and is at 

Level 2.    Leah has 

upcoming perfor-

m a n c e s  i n  ‘          

The Nutcracker’ with 

the Northern Ballet 

and also dances with 

the Sara Packham 

Theatre School in 

Oxenhope. 

UKMT Senior Maths Challenge 

We would like to congratulate our Post-16 

Maths students who took part in this year's 

UKMT Senior Maths Challenge. Over 

82,000 pupils across the UK returned 

scripts for this challenge. The following  

students all achieved a Bronze certificate: 

Arran Greenwood, Cameron Allatt, Rajan 

Sohal and Kirra Coates. 

The next Intermediate Maths Challenge, 
aimed at students in Y9, 10 and 11, will 
take place on Thursday 4th 
February 2016. We will look 
forward to our next set of 
results!    Mrs L Laoufir, 
Assistant Head of Maths 

Following the 

school’s recogni-

tion as one of 

England’s leading schools in the use of SAM learning, the 

school is on course to break all records! The first time in 2014 

saw 2003 hours logged by its students in extra revision and 

learning opportunities but as we fast forward to 2015 over 3250 

hours have been accumulated!   

The usage is certainly recognition of the rising aspiration of the 

Parkside School students and their determination to be the very 

best they can be. Evidence has shown GCSE results can     

improve by a whole grade from 10 hours subject use on the  

internet based learning platform.  

This, combined with the “Exam Paper Shop” that runs out of the 

library, where students can collect any GCSE or A level past 

papers and their mark schemes are just 

two of the many things that are helping 

the students make marginal gains in their 

learning that ultimately are having a huge 

impact in their progress. 

Mr M Barratt Deputy Headteacher 

University Applications 
Over 80% of our applications to UCAS 
are in and offers have been coming 
through thick and fast. Several students 
are in the enviable position of having  
received “unconditional offers” meaning 
that their place is guaranteed whatever 
their grades. We have 18 students with 
conditional offers from Russell Group 
universities and one student invited to 
interview at Cambridge for 
Maths on Tuesday       
Mrs J Mathewson    
Sixth Form Director  

 



Tossa de Mar  In September a group of thirty Year 10 and 11 students and 4 staff enjoyed a fun-

packed trip to Tossa de Mar in Cataluña Spain.  They spent four days practising their Spanish and      

enjoying the culture.  Activities included language lessons, a trip to the Salvador Dalí museum, a visit to 

the beautiful town of Girona, sightseeing in Barcelona and the Sagrada  Familia, not to forget the favour-

ites – Nou Camp and the theme 

park of Port Aventura! A fabu-

lous time was had by all!                                

Mrs T Walker Trip Leader 

Year 7s get a Buzz about Books!  
Every student in Year 7 has received a free book 
as part of the Book Buzz scheme. They chose 
from a selection of 12 books during lessons in the 
Learning Resource Centre and books were hand-
ed out during registration after the October half 
term break. A competition to create the front page 
of a newspaper all about their BookBuzz book was 
won by Charlie Alvey (7C) who won a collection of 
12 books. Runner up was George Wilde (7B). 
Class 7D are pictured right with their free books.  

Mrs L Watson LRC Manager 
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Aspire Programme   

On Monday 12th October we launched our ‘Aspire Programme’ to a range of 

students in Year 11. The aim of the programme was to target two different       

cohorts of students:-   

1.   A/A*, this programme targets students who are likely to achieve an A or A* in the GCSE’s. Students 

are invited to after school Masterclasses, covering a range of subjects.  The Masterclasses are designed 

to give student’s additional structured support 

throughout the year with a particular emphasis on 

stretch and challenge. 

2.  C/D borderline, this programme targets students 

who have the potential to achieve a Grade C in their 

GCSEs.  The focus of the Masterclass is to          

consolidate learning and ensure they fully             

understand essential exam techniques. 

In addition the above programme is supplemented 

with a visit to Leeds University alongside specific  

c a r e e r s  g u i d a n c e  a n d  i n f o r m a t i o n .                         

Mrs J Sykes Assistant Headteacher 

 

 



News In Brief 
Stephen Hall in Year 12 has      
recently been promoted to 
Flight Sergeant at Keighley 
Air Cadets. 
Paul Mercer came 2nd in the      
British Taekwondo Championships  
Aaron Greenwood took part in the 
European boxing championships 
and got to the semi-finals.  
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Sky Living for Sport: National Nomination 

Following the successful Maths project last term which was part of the Sky 

Sports, Living for Sport project, Parkside School has been recognised for its 

curriculum innovation.  Sky Sports Mentor, Paul Broadbent has nominated the 

school for two national awards; School Project of the Year and Teacher of the Year for Mr Russell in 

Maths and project co-ordinator Mr Barratt.   

The project was based around sport and practical football lessons where students gathered the data they 

would then use within lessons to apply to their 

GCSE exam Maths skills.  Team work was integral 

to the project within lessons and the group’s final 

task required them to combine both their mathemat-

ical knowledge and leadership skills through leading 

the school’s Y7 in an Orienteering Maths          

Challenge. 

Mr Barratt, Deputy Headteacher added “It is a      

fantastic achievement to have the hard work of the 

Parkside School staff recognised in this way and is 

testament to our teachers’ determination to ensure 

they can provide the very best learning                

opportunities for our students”. 

Visit from our Partner School in Australia 
This week  40 Australian students along with their teachers visited 
Parkside School as part of a 3 week European cultural tour. The 
exchange programme, which is in its tenth year,  saw students 
from Cleveland State High School in Brisbane stay with 40 host 
students from Parkside school and their families.   
On the Thursday, students spent time in Parkside lessons experi-
encing the English curriculum followed by a hotly contested night 
of ten pin bowling.  On Friday, Cleveland students produced 3 
stunning showcase performances for students from Parkside and 
Cullingworth Primary School.  The day culminated in a joint   
showstopper with acts from Parkside and Cleveland producing an 
evening of arts, music and drama for family and friends. 
The weekend was spent visiting the historic sights of York followed 
by a “Yorkshire day” with their host families showing students around their local towns and villages. This 
was a wonderful experience for both sets of students and families involved.  After such an action-packed 
time hosting the Australian students, Parkside students started planning their return visit in 2017 – 2018 
Mr D Needham and Mr L Radcliffe Trip Organisers 

Last week we invited AWARE 
(Airedale & Wharfedale Autism 
Resource) and the Autism    
Support Team in to school.  This 
was for an informal coffee   
morning and a chat about the 

services offered through their support 
group.  It was really great to see some dif-
ferent parents. We will be holding another 
one next term. Mrs J Butterworth SENCO 

Deer on the run   
Picture by  Reece 

Wiseman Year 7 who 

loves photography 



Parkside Creative Learning Trust 
Parkside Terrace 
Cullingworth 
Bradford  
West Yorkshire  
BD13 5AD 
Phone: 01535 272752 
Fax: 01535 274693 
mail@parksideschool.net 

On a wet and windy Saturday Parkside battled it out with Oakbank 

in their annual Schools' Challenge at their link club Keighley RUFC. 

Over 100 students took part, matches were played across three 

age-groups.  There were outstanding performances by: Evan Jones 

Year 7, Aaron Hands Year 8, Ethan Lawrie and Nico Mori both Year 

10. 

The day not only strengthened the relationship between the schools 

but also their link with Keighley RUFC, whose coaches and officials 

hosted students and parents. 

Keighley coaching co-ordinator Steve Welch, who organised the 

event, said: "It's fantastic to see so many young players enjoying 

themselves on a wet Saturday lunchtime. The club-school link con-

tinues to grow in strength and these links allow the players to pro-

gress and flourish in a safe and positive environment.  The core val-

ues of rugby union – teamwork, respect, enjoyment, discipline and 

sportsmanship – will give these youngsters positive values for life." 
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Here is a selection 
of dates for the 

Spring Term of 2016 

Year 8 Parents’ Evening  
Wednesday 20 January 4-7pm 
 
Year 11 Parents’ Evening  
Thursday 11 February 4-7pm 
 
Year 9 Options and Parents’ 
Evening 
Tuesday 23 February 4-7pm 
 

Sixth Form Geography Field 

Trip to Cumbria                         

Tuesday 1 March 

Rugby Tour                           

Friday 4th — Monday 7th  March  

Ski Trip to Austria                  

Saturday 12th—19th March  

Spring Fair                               

Saturday 19 March            

10.30—1.30  

Sixth Form Exam Evening                  

Wednesday 23 March         

5.30—7pm  

 

 

Parkside Rugby Annual Schools Challenge 

Netball Trial Success! 
Pictured are: Holly Heyes, Holly 
Moulden, Amirah Owen, Millie 
Rhodes and Tia Thompson.  They 
all attended the Under 13 Bradford 
Netball trials in October.  The girls 
worked incredibly hard during the 
trials and were rewarded by      
being selected to be in the squad 
for the 2015-16 season.  They all 
now attend Bradford training ses-
sions once a fortnight and will be 
involved in matches and tourna-
ments in the New Year.  Congratu-
lations to all our girls!   
Mrs H Mayho 

Kestrel in Flight   Picture 

by  Reece Wiseman Year 7 who 

loves photography, especially 

taking photos of wildlife 


