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Dear Parents and Carers 

This term has again seen a lot of positive progress for staff, students and 
the wider community, which continue to improve and develop the high   
aspirations we all share for Parkside School.  
The school continues its significant journey towards giving students the 
education they deserve and need, in order to achieve their aspirations and 
ambitions and it was pleasing to see that we have a full allocation of 210 
students who wish to join us in September 2017, with appeals also being 
heard by the authority. We will of course be undertaking our  ever          
improving transition process. 
Academisation is ongoing and meetings are being held with NSAT. The due diligence process will continue 
to make sure all parties are happy before final decisions are made. 
The expansion plans are also in full swing with final ‘tweaks’ being undertaken. Work will start from Easter 
and will be planned so as to avoid as much disruption to the learning and progress of our students as is 
possible. The significant building and re-design will take place in the summer holidays. Along with planned 
investment in resources for the students our return in September will usher in the ‘next era’ of our          
development with a school fit for purpose both in structure/ infrastructure and décor and up to date      
technology to enable continued enhancement in  learning, progress and social development. The school 
will in   essence be ‘new’ on our return in September, truly exciting times. 
We continue to strive to improve and challenge ourselves and this term has seen an independent Key 
Stage 3 Audit and a BP review. The focus of these was the schools progress in addressing the issues   
outlined in the OFSTED Inspection in October 2016. The reports as you would expect are thorough and 
comment on the need to continue what we are doing as the strategies already in place clearly address the 
next steps needed to be undertaken.  
Parents’ Evenings, Open Evenings and Parental ‘revision’ evenings have all been hosted here and the up-
lift in attendance to these has been really heartening. Numerous educational visits that have impacted              
significantly on both the academic and social education of our students have taken place.  One particular 
highlight was the Iceland trip, which was magnificent and was enjoyed by all. This included visitors who 
were not part of the Parkside group but who ‘followed’ them around it seems and were ‘moved enough’ to 
send a very complimentary e-mail about how fantastic our students were. We have also had theatre trips,    
fieldwork visits, university visits and have many more scheduled for the coming year.  
As always the school continues its fantastic charity work, raising significant sums of money for a wide    
variety of causes. Once again we have done ourselves proud in our organisation of the Comic Relief day 
and everyone had a great time engaging in the ‘Lip Sync Battle’ and the ‘Parkside Bake Off’. This comes 
on the back of the trip by one of our students, Ellie Dimbleby and her mum, who represented the school 
and Comic Relief and visited Kenya to see first-hand the challenges facing families. Her report was shown 
on the Comic Relief show and Blue Peter. Students continue to represent themselves and the school     
superbly and our links with Sky Sports, local universities, Inc Leeds Met and colleges, our primary feeder 
schools as well as clubs such as Keighley RUFC continue to grow and strengthen.  
May I take this opportunity again to thank each and every one of you for your continued support of the 
school, its staff, students and our wider community.  More than ever, I continue to be excited and              
enthusiastic about what the future holds for us all. I hope you all have a happy and relaxing Easter.  

Andy Taylor Headteacher 
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We were AMAZING! 
Parkside is on track to keep its ‘Super School status’, with activi-
ties happening throughout Comic Relief week in school.  We really 
wanted to make an effort to show support for Year 8 student Ellie 
Dimbleby who went to Africa.  Our Student leaders started by   
selling over 500 red noses in school.  We then had our Teachers’ 

Lip Sync Battle for Comic Relief on the Wednesday.  We had entrants from the departments and even an 
entrant from Mr Taylor and his Leadership Team who danced their way around school looking to be shown 
the way to Amarillo!   From this event alone we raised £620 and with everybody in school gathered       
together, it was an amazing lunchtime. 

We had a Bake off Competition which was run by Mrs Trowers and 
Mrs Osgerby over two evenings, with all the cakes being sold in 
school and all profits going to Comic Relief.  On Friday we had a non
-uniform day and activity day in the hall. Ellie and her mum have also 
raised over £250 for us with a raffle for a hamper.  All together 
Parkside Red Nose Day Super School raised more than £2,600 for 
Comic Relief. 
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Ellie’s Trip to Africa for Comic Relief 

After a 9 hour flight, Ellie and her mum spent the first day acclimatising 
to the 30 degree heat and meeting the film crew.                               

On Monday afternoon they made their way to Nairobi’s Dandora 
Dumpsite to spend 24 
hours with a family who 
work there.  Even before 
entering they were both 
overwhelmed by the smell. 
Ellie and her mum spent 
the afternoon with 12 year 
old Lynette and her Grand-
mother Irene.  Irene looks 
after her 7 grandchildren aged from 3 to 12 years old, in a tiny 
house that only has one bedroom and a table.  She has worked 

on the dump for 30 years.  Ellie and her mum were due to be filmed   
having food with the family, but Irene had not 
made enough money to buy any, so the family 
had not eaten since Saturday evening.  One 
of the film crew went out and bought potatoes 
and rice for them. Although food was scarce 
the family were happy and sang songs in the 
evening. The next day everyone was up at 
5.30 and went back to the dump. Irene always 
made sure that there was enough water for 
everyone to have a wash.  Irene was paid 80p 
for 4 full bags of rubbish which is100 Kenyan shillings.  Irene has a dream of   
running her own shop selling second hand clothing. Lynette would love to go to 
school.  If girls don’t get in to school by 13 or 14 they usually 
end up in prostitution. Saying goodbye was hard as the family 
were lovely.   

The next day they visited a school where children from the dump are rehabilitated into 
formal education.  On arriving all the children sang a song to welcome them. Ellie   
discovered they all had aspirations of becoming doctors, models, and judges just like 
children here in England.  The experience for Ellie was really difficult but eye opening.  
It made her appreciate so much more of what she already has.  Ellie would not like to 
return to the dump, but would do so if it meant she could see the children again.  

On returning home, Ellie was invited to London to watch the show rehearsals. Ellie 
said they had an amazing time on Friday afternoon and  were also greeted by non-
other than Richard Curtis who asked to be introduced to them and he congratulated them on a fantastic 
film. They also met Ed Sheeran of whom Ellie is a big fan.  About the film being shown Ellie said “I think it 
got the message across and hopefully people donated.  It is very important that people realise that their   
money can change someone’s life” However she thought the Blue Peter film was better as they showed 
the school that is funded 
by Comic Relief, and that 
there is a way out for   
children like Lynette with 
our donations.   

Photos copyright Gary 

Moyes/Comic Relief 



Autism Society Support Group  
Parkside were invited to attend this support group at the Brown Cow in Bingley. 
18 parents participated and wanted to know how to support their children during 
the transition to Secondary School.  

Mrs Stott and I spoke about the transition event run by Afasic (speech and       
language charity) which runs through the holidays. This event is also run in other 
schools in the area.  

Parents wanted to know about the Educational Health Care 
Plan process and the support available in most secondary mainstream schools. It 
was an extremely supportive atmosphere where parents could air their points of 
view and receive a supportive response.   

Jeanette Butterworth, Head of Special Educational Needs  
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Mental Health Champions Meeting  

The first Mental Health Champions      
Network Meeting, was hosted at Parkside. 
The meeting was attended by over 20 
schools (Secondary and Primary) and     
co-ordinated by Philippa Grace 
(Educational Psychologist )  It was a great 
success. New initiatives were rolled out so 
that there is a cohesive, joint, supported      
approach to supporting young people in 
schools. Robert Johnson is our Well-Being 
Champion at Parkside, we have             
established and implemented our       
Emotional Well-being strategy for over one 
year which is having an extremely positive 
impact on the health of young people at 
our school. Jeanette Butterworth Head of  

Special Educational Needs 

 

Food Bank   
Parkside were collecting all sorts of things for the       
Salvation Army Food Bank, just before Christmas.  This 
was to help people who are less fortunate than ourselves 

As you can see from the photo, students and staff had 
been very generous and we have doubled, maybe tripled 
what we collected last year. The food was taken to the 
Salvation Army food bank in Keighley. 

Phillip Logan Sixth Form Student Support Leader 
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Iceland 2017   In March 38 

Geography students from 

Years 10 and 12 went on the 

school's first (and won’t be 

the last) visit to Iceland.   

During the trip the students were able to visit 

some of the best sites Iceland had to offer, 

along with experiencing the wonder that is the 

Blue Lagoon.  The students were an absolute 

credit to themselves, their families and the 

school. Even Jordan, who broke his arm, made 

the most of this once in a lifetime experience. A 

couple who encountered our group at Stansted 

airport took the time to send an email to the 

head teacher.  They said “We must have     

followed your school party 

around Iceland! Everywhere we 

went we commented on their 

brilliant behaviour, it was lovely 

to see children and staff interact 

so well.”  Liam Radcliffe Teacher 

of Geography 

 

Jake Taglione competed in the Regional   
Final of the Future Chef competition in York, 
he did a fantastic job and created two    

amazing dishes with accolades from the judges.                               
Unfortunately Jake did not win, however he represented Parkside and 
West Yorkshire so well and I am extremely proud of him.  

Ray Sargeant who is a Head Chef at Gather and Gather and 
was Jake's mentor in the competition said, “His combination of        
flavours and menu content amazed me and I was delighted to be able 
to work with such a talented young man. I really hope he continues 
with his clear passion  for food and hopefully at some point I will see 
his name appear in future in the catering industry. 

Sarah Trowers Teacher of Food 



Multiple of 4 Day Last term the Maths department held its 

Multiple of 4 day, as the date was 8.12.16. They spruced up the 

corridor to give the department a festive feel. During form time, 

students played an interactive game to see who could create the 

longest chain of multiples and factors; the sixth form became 

extremely competitive!  The longest chain that we know of was 

created by 11B1 involving 61 numbers!  In their lessons         

students carried out investigations around multiples and factors 

and produced some fantastic work.   We also held a bake sale, 

for which students made cakes 

and buns to sell to raise money 

for student rewards. Ellis Bates 

in year 8 baked this brilliant cake! We 

raised just over £70 and both staff and 

students had a fantastic day. Michelle 

Harness Head of Maths 
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Intermediate Maths Challenge – February 2017 

Congratulations to the following pupils who took part in this year’s UKMT Maths          

Challenge and were successful in achieving an award. The national competition, which 

has over 200,000 pupils taking part, challenges the pupils and tests their problem-solving 

skills. Certificates are awarded to the highest scoring 40% of candidates.  Certificates of 

Participation are also awarded to all pupils who took part. Silver: Alana Wharton Y11, Megan Conway 

Y11, Chloe Lund Y10, Matthew Keighley Y9.  Bronze: Jack Fairlie Y10, Jack Turner Y9, Max Priestley 

Y9, Holly Heyes Y9.  This year’s Junior Maths Challenge (for Y7 and Y8) will take place on Thursday 27th 

April. We wish all those pupils taking part the best of luck! 

Lynne Laoufir Assistant Head of Maths 

First is 1st and second is nowhere near a failure  

Four intrepid mathematicians: veteran Matthew Keighley, Rhea Hardaker, Sam Srudwick and Bradley 
Wass, left Parkside in the hope of rising to the challenge of the regional finals in the team maths event at 
Bradford Grammar School. And a challenge it was!  Facing very stiff competition, armed only with a pen 

and paper, they battled hard to claw their way up two places from last year to a 
plucky 25th out of 30.  I had much more to be proud of than just a free lunch; all 
four team members showed outstanding character, teamwork and resilience 
throughout the day and the entire school should be inspired by their efforts.    
Will Voller Teacher of Maths 

 

Pi Day On Tuesday 14th March we celebrated Pi day. 
In form time we wrote Piems, poems with word lengths 
that represent the digits of Pi, and had some fantastic 

results, for example 'How I wish I could telephone my 

sister, maybe to collect memories' a lovely one from 7E. 
In all our other lessons we completed numeracy        
challenges as part of our 'Do Now' tasks. At break time 
we held a bake sale, with contributions from Key Stage 
3, raising £74 for Comic Relief. We had some fantastic 
efforts from Oliver and Shifa in year 7. In our maths    
lessons some classes looked at visual representations 
of Pi with Mrs Laoufir's Year 8 group creating some  
lovely skylines. It was a fantastic day, bring on the next! 

Emma Brooksbank Teacher of Maths 



Page 7 

The ChemNet quiz is sponsored by the Royal Society of Chemistry and has 

been running for the past 9 years. It is a social event where teams compete 

against each other through a series of chemistry related rounds.                

Some are based on A Level 

knowledge and are based on 

popular culture with a    

Chemistry Twist.  We came 

second to Greenhead Col-

lege, Huddersfield. Pictured 

are: Amy Hutton, Jordan Pul-

len, Joe Ogden, Cameron 

Allatt Abigail Whitehouse and 

Amy Kirk  Dr Hayley Evans 

Assistant Head of Science 

Fundraising Class of the Year  Pictured are Miss Naylor and 7D who are 
our fundraising class of the year.  They managed to raise over £100 between 
October and December last Year for their guide dog puppy Fifi.  Well Done 7D! 

Royal Society of Chemistry  Lecture  Year 10 students visited Leeds 

University for the Royal Society of Chemistry Christmas Lecture. The lecture 

entitled 'Igniting the    Imagination' discussed 

what makes a scientist and the fun behind 

enquiring minds.  It was presented by BBCs 

Science presenter Fran Scott, most           

well-known for presenting on CBBC with Dick 

and Dom. She had the students gripped,    

especially with her demonstrations of the   

differences between burning and explosions 

and her hydrogen rockets.  The students 

demonstrated outstanding behaviour, and all 

enjoyed it and hopefully returned to school 

with an 'ignited imagination' for science!       

Dr Hayley Evans Assistant Head of Science 
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As part of national science and      

engineering week we had two school 

trips. We took 80 Year 10   students 

to the Big Bang Fair at  Birmingham 

NEC. They got the chance to experi-

ence high-octane theatre shows, 

150+ interactive science stands and 

workshops and gain careers information, resources and 

activities in all areas of science. They were exposed to 

the latest research in virtual reality, medicine, marine 

biology, film and TV, space exploration, explosive 

chemistry, crime-solving, robots, computer coding,    

microscopic bugs and giant trucks amongst much more. 

The second trip was a year 12 trip to Bradford Universi-

ty for the annual schools  analyst competition held by 

the Royal Society of Chemistry. The teams 

were required to undertake various practical analytical 

determinations based on problems relevant to industrial 

or social needs. They were judged on skill,                  

understanding and accuracy. The national                 

competition promoted team work and safety in the    

laboratory. We took 2 teams of 3 students who          

competed against 16 different schools. We came joint 

third and were the winning state school.                        

Dr Hayley Evans Assistant Head of Science  

Mr (Professor) Windle  showing some Harry 
Potter like experiments  (The Magic of Science )
during science week to Key Stage 3 students 
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National recognition for Literacy and Numeracy Projects 
Following the nationally acclaimed Sky Sports Living for Sport project of 
5-a-side football in improving the outcomes for learner in Maths, Parkside 
School has again been nominated for two prestigious awards; Outstand-
ing project of the year 2017 and Outstanding contribution by a teacher. 

The 2017 Sky Sport Living for Sport project nomination reflects the outstanding work of the schools     
Numeracy Co-ordinator, Emma Brooksbank. Emma has lead a team of 48 students in delivering a weekly 
form time literacy and numeracy programme to over 700 students in Years 7-10. 
The students, under the guidance of Emma, plan, deliver and administer the programme to great effect 
and ensure that literacy and numeracy have a very high profile at the start of the day. 
Deputy Headteacher, Matt Barratt, has been nominated for Sky Sport Living for Sport Outstanding     
contribution following his leadership of the projects over the last 2 years. 
He said that the nominations awarded to the school are a fantastic reflection of the hard work and      
dedication of the staff that have been involved. All the projects undertaken have proven to have a        
significant impact on the progress of the students involved and also in their own personal development 
and attitudes to learning. 
He went further to add that the work of the Sky Sports Living for Sport Mentor, Paul Broadbent (ex Rugby 
League Great Britain International) had also been integral in helping inspire the pupils he has worked 
with, and the input given from 
Paul was both heartfelt and     
inspiring… It left pupils feeling 
capable of achieving anything!
The school now competes 
against a shortlist of schools 
from all corners of the United 
Kingdom to become the Sky 
Sport Living for Sport Project 
of the year and hopefully build 
on its highly commended    
project from 2016. 

Harry Potter Booknight was a 
great success. 20 budding  
witches and wizards made     
collages of Hogwarts professors, 

re-potted baby mandrakes during Herbology lessons, read their tea
-leaves during Divination lessons and took part in a House Quiz 

(Gryffindor won!) 

World Book Day 
was celebrated 
with A Shelfie Competition (staff took photos of their 
bookshelves and students had to guess who the shelf 
belonged to). Millie Scott, year 8, won a bag of books 
after getting 12 correct. The LRC hosted a Big Book 
Quiz - 6 teams of 4 students took part answering 5 
rounds of booky questions! Congratulations to the 
"Supercalifragilistic Team" who won!  

Lesley Watson LRC Manager 



 

Olivia Brooksbank was victorious in the opening round of the Girls 

B Class British championship, riding her webuyanybike.com     

sponsored Gas Gas 125. She took a convincing win by a forty-six 

point margin.   

This was Olivia's first outing in a 

National Competition on the Gas 

Gas 125, since changing from a 

Sherco bike at the beginning of 

the season. Olivia's goal for this 

year to bring the Girls British B 

class Championship trophy back to Yorkshire after a long absence.  

Olivia will also contest selected rounds of the Boys B Class Champion-

ship for the experience and selected rounds of the Ladies European 

Trials Championships, with the first round being in Holland at the end 

of April. Well Done Olivia! 
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Netball  
The Parkside School’s U12 Netball Team entered two teams into the Bradford Winter Games tournament 
held at Hanson School. The A Team won 2 out of their 3 games, losing to Skipton Girls after a very close 
match, placing them as runners up.  The B Team convincingly won all of their 3 matches placing them first 
in their league. Unfortunately this meant that the A team had to play the B team in the semi-finals!          
Although it was a tough match the A Team went on to beat the B team and proceeded into the finals to 
play Skipton girls, again!  As with the previous match it was a very close game but Skipton girls pulled 
away in the second half with some 
excellent attacking play.  As            
runners up in the tournament 
Parkside A Team have been select-
ed to represent Bradford in the next 
round of the Games in a quest to 
become West Yorkshire Netball 
Champions.  This tournament will 
take place on Saturday 25th March at 
Leeds Beckets University.      Be-
tween now and then the team will be 
work hard on their tactical play, par-
ticularly focusing on their attacking 
moves.  Mrs Hopkins and I were par-
ticularly impressed with the girls’ 
support for each other when they 
were playing their matches.  Even 
when they found out they were going 
to play each other in the semi-finals 
their sportsmanship was exemplary: 
such a credit to Parkside School.   

Jo Sykes Assistant Headteacher 

Olivia Brooksbank 
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Oscar Morley 

Oscar Morley competed for "Astre Academy of 
Gymnastics" in the 12  years and over catego-
ry. Oscar achieved 3rd place on vault, 1st 
place on floor and 1st place overall champion 
for the age group.  Oscar is pictured doing his 

one armed cartwheel.  Well Done Oscar! 

 

Fifteen girls, from Years 7 - 11, 
represented Parkside School in 
a football tournament on  
Thursday 23rd March. The 
Year 7 and 8 girls played well 
and managed to gain a well 
fought draw in their last game. 
The Year 9, 10 and 11 team 
won all of their games,       
therefore winning their league. 
It was a great effort from all the 
girls. Well done.  Ben Miller 

Teacher of PE. 

Girls’ Football Tournament 


