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Dear Parents and Carers   

Welcome back to everyone, we hope that you were able to have a fantastic summer. Here at Parkside 

School, it has been an excellent start to the new academic year, with both staff and students ‘hitting the 

ground running’ and continuing all the positivity and improvement seen last year. 

We are once again delighted with our GCSE and A level results. For the third year in a row, there has been 

continued and rapid improvement in student outcomes.  This reflects the hard work of the students and 

staff; higher expectations of teaching and learning and attitude to learning being 2 key areas of focus. 

Parkside GCSE level results- 2016  

The core subjects of Maths and English have again seen students’ progress improve.  Substantial         

improvement has also been seen across other subject areas as well as in the progress of boys, lower    

ability students and disadvantaged students. The new measure of ‘progress 8’ has improved again we 

have on average improved the GCSE grades of our students by almost an additional  1/4 grade in the last 

12 months- fantastic! The data analysis shows an increasing number of subjects now perform above the 

national expectation, with some of these results being the highest in the school’s history. This further     

cements and improves our students’ life chances and opportunities. 

Parkside A level results In excess of 1 student in every 3 now gains A*/A grades at A level and   

better than 1 in every 2 students gains A*- B grades. Subjects whose performance was good or             

outstanding include Maths, English, PE, Psychology, Drama and Religious Studies with some of these  

being the best results the students have ever achieved. In the last 3 years our A*-A results have improved 

by 39%, our A*-B results by 28% and our A*-C results by 41%. These improvements reflect the              

developments in teaching and learning which both staff and students have worked hard at, particularly 

over the last 18 months. We have an increasing number of students going to Russell Group universities. 

We are proud of our students and look forward to seeing them grow and develop in the future  having    

given themselves every opportunity of success. 

Further information regarding the plans for the expansion of the School have also been received from the 

LA and discussions around curriculum delivery are ongoing. The expansion has come about as a result of;   

 Sustained and consistent improvements in the education of our students.  

 The increasing demand for places at Parkside School from parents / stakeholders.  

 The vision / ethos of the school to become a school of choice for the community.  

 A recognised shortage of places within the LA over the next few years 

The expansion will allow us to have improved facilities for our students, whilst minimising the disruption of 

their education. No ‘new’ external building work is required but increased capacity will come from an      

internal re-design’ of existing classroom  space. Consultation took place between October and December 

last year and approval was given for the school to increase from 6 form entry to 7 form entry, meaning from 

September 2017 there will be 210 students accepted into Year 7. Over 5 years this will mean we will      

increase student numbers by 150 (Year7-Year11). 

The proposed move into partnership with Northern Star Academies Trust (NSAT) has also moved forward, 

with due diligence being undertaken by both parties. Such a partnership will mean that Parkside School 

will ‘convert’ to an Academy. HOWEVER it is vital to stress that this partnership  will not change anything 

for students or staff at Parkside School and we will still control what we feel is best for all concerned.     

Uniform change, school day times and lessons etc. will remain UNAFFECTED but it will allow us the      

potential to develop additional strengths and resources to enhance what students and staff already have. 

It is planned to have a meeting around the October half term to continue the consultation process and 

share information with everyone about the impact of both strategies on the school, students and staff (all 

very positive).  Andy Taylor Headteacher 

Excellence for All    
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Sports Day  
Sports day was once again a huge success! Everyone got 
involved in the day and there was a real feel good factor at 
Parkside School. The sun, eventually, decided to come out 
after an initial windy and cold start to the day. There was a 
sense of excitement in the air as the students, this year, 
were representing their house (Bronte, Salt or Hockney) 
and wanted to get as many points as possible to            
ensure their house would be victorious.  
There were some excellent performances throughout the 
day and the PE department would like to thank all the staff 
for their help in organising such a fantastic event, but more 
importantly, the students who were a credit to the school 
and themselves.     
Well done everyone!            
Results: Year 7 – Salt 
Year 8 – Salt             
Year 9 – Bronte         
Year 10 – Hockney  
Overall winners - Bronte 

Ben Miller Teacher of 

PE 

Hooray for PE! 

Pictured are one half of 

our current Year 7 getting 

ready for their first PE 

lesson . 

Also pictured with them 

are Mrs Sykes and        

Mr Henry 
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Imperial War Museum 
On Thursday 22nd September, 30 Year 10 history students 

visited the Imperial War Museum in London. It was a very    

enjoyable and interesting visit. Students focused on gathering 

information about London during the Second World War, why 

London was a target and how Londoners prepared for The 

Blitz. Students looked around the First World War exhibition 

with great interest, especially the shrunken leather glove  

showing the effects of poison gas in the trenches. The students 

were impeccably behaved and a credit to Parkside School. 

Lindsey Rushworth Assistant Head of Humanities 

Welcome back to the new academic year 2016/17. I hope you are all fully rested and 

had a well-earned break over the summer. The year has started really well and stu-

dents have come back to Parkside with an outstanding attitude to learning, building on 

last year’s successes. Over the last two years yellow cards have fallen by 55% red 

cards have fallen by 52% and fixed term exclusions have fallen by a staggering 85%. 

Attendance has also improved by 2%. This level and rate of improvement can only be brought about 

through the hard work of students and staff. Well done and lets see if we can improve further on this al-

ready excellent data.  Bernard Tague Deputy Headteacher 

Before the summer a group of 

16 Year 9 students took part 

in the Language Leaders 

Award. The students worked 

in small groups of 2 or 3 to plan, prepare and deliver a 15  

minute French or Spanish lesson aimed at Year 6 students. 

The topics they taught included numbers, weather, food, 

clothes, items in a pencil case and holidays.  The students 

worked hard, at lunch and after school, to perfect their        

lessons and create their own resources. The Year 6 students 

at Long Lee and Cullingworth Primary School really enjoyed 

their lessons with the 

Language Leaders and 

the staff at both schools 

said how impressed 

they were with the    

engaging lessons our 

students had produced. 

Emily Naylor  

Teacher of MFL 



Page 5 

Mark Town Mayor 

Well Done Mark!  

Parkside visit to Krakow Poland 

During June and July over 80 students in Year 10 embarked on a memorable trip to Poland. During these 

trips, the students visited a variety of historical and memorial places, including the Salt Mines. This 

trip culminated in a thought provoking visit to Auschwitz where students were taken on a guided tour of 

the camp and heard stories about what had happened there. The students were outstanding during this 

visit and all staff were really impressed with how all the students conducted themselves during this visit. 

Liam Radcliffe Teacher of Geography 

 



Parkside School 
Parkside Terrace 
Cullingworth 
Bradford  
West Yorkshire  
BD13 5AD 
Phone: 01535 272752 
Fax: 01535 274693 
mail@parksideschool.net 

Page 6 

 

        Eliza Findlay 
 

Year 11 Student Eliza Findlay will make her debut for 
England after her 5th place finish in the trial race, with 
a consistent cross country and track season behind 
her.  
Well done Eliza.  She is also pictured here with her 
England teammates 

Eliza Findlay 

Auditions and rehearsals have already taken place 
for Grease.  The musical will be performed by stu-
dents and staff and will take place week com-
mencing12th December. 
Woodwind, keyboard, guitar, bass and drum lessons 

start Monday 12th September, prices are: £5 per week for a group of 3 or 
£12.50 for a solo session, all sessions are 30 minutes. 

Practice sessions: Swing Band on Monday after school,    
Ukulele at Friday break time all free of charge plus loan of 
instrument, and  Choir on Wednesday lunchtime all year 
groups Karen Ballantine Teacher of music 

Duke of Edinburgh’s Award 
Pictured are Dr Evans, Ryan Hills,  Mr Tay-
lor,  Rebecca Helliwell and Leianna Sunter., 
who received the licence from Katrina Long  


