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THIS WEEK’S NEWS
Harvest Festival
It was fantastic to have so many friends and families join us at St
Martin’s Church for our Harvest Service yesterday. We hope that those
of you who were able to join us enjoyed the service. It was good to see
the Cherries taking part in their first “big” school event too.
Congratulations to all the classes for their various contributions; a wide
range of different activities all linked to this year’s theme of ‘Water’ .The
children concentrated well and did not seem fazed by performing in a
different and much bigger venue to where they had practised.

Thank you again for your generous harvest gifts and monetary donations; we raised the impressive
sum of £204.87. This will be donated to Loose Ends, a local charity for the homeless in Newbury.
Ambassadors
Mrs Bartlett and Mrs Bishop spent last Friday interviewing applicants for school and sport
ambassadors. A huge thank-you to everyone who applied. The strength of children’s pride in their
school and their commitment to wanting to support the school meant that it was a very difficult
decision! Congratulations to the successful applicants and we look forward to benefiting from
everything that you do throughout the year to support the school.
School Ambassadors:
Poppy Lovell and Jack Robbins
Sports Ambassadors:
Nina Matthews, Milla Brereton and Spencer Codling
HOUSE OF THE WEEK:

East

Total Merits
134

North
South
West

104
108
89

HOUSE CAPTAINS:
House Scores this week:

Writer’s Award
Maple Class:
Congratulations to: Jack Seward for impressive use of adjectives and adverbs.
Congratulations to: Joe Hill for fabulous descriptive writing.

Mathematics Award
Maple Class:
Congratulations to: Isaac Rutter for creative, logical reasoning in maths.

Thank You
A huge thank you to those people who turned up at school last Saturday to help tidy the school
grounds. It was amazing just how much was achieved by a small number of people in a couple of
hours. Mrs Bartlett was delighted to see the wooden cross on the end of the new building – due to
the overgrown planting, she had not been aware that it existed!
Mrs Bartlett would like to apologise for getting the date wrong in the newsletter last week, advertising
the event as 30th October instead of 30th September! There is still a lot to be done, so please all
watch this space for details of the next School Grounds Day.
Roger Moon
Thank you to all those who signed the card and gave a donation for Roger Moon, Nigel Smith
delivered the card and a bunch of flowers to Penny with our condolences and best wishes.
Uganda
We are still hoping to send some ties, floaty scarves and nail varnish to Bukuya with Mr Shelton. So
far we have received... NONE!! Please have a rummage!!
French Club
Dominique Colthurst is running French Club on Mondays at lunchtime at a cost
of £4 per session. The club is aimed at children in Year R and Year 1 but
Dominique is happy to take some Year 2 children if parents are interested. If
you would like your child to join French Club please speak to Mrs. Carter in the
school office.
Important Funding News
We have applied for a grant from Tesco’s called ‘Bags of Help’. It sounds similar to the Waitrose
scheme where you vote in store for your chosen charity. Please make sure you vote for St
Martin’s CE (Aided) Primary School when you are shopping in Tesco and remind your family and
friends to do the same (please be aware that you often need to ask at the till for counters to vote
with). The more votes we get, the more likely we are to receive a larger grant. With the proceeds we
are hoping to extend the bouncy bark area by adding more fixed play equipment. Every little helps!
NEXT WEEK’S NEWS
School Council
Elections for the school council this year will take place on Wednesday 11th October.
In each class, up to 4 candidates have made it through the initial selection and they
are now planning their posters and presenting their manifestos to encourage voters,
in preparation for the final elections.
Please remember that, manifestos and posters should be mainly the children’s own
ideas and work (3 posters only per child please).

Fireworks Night
This year our Fireworks night will be taking place on Saturday 4th November at
5.30pm. Last year we made almost £3,500 profit for the school and would like to try
and exceed this for 2017.
PLEASE HELP! We are looking for helpers across the following areas:
 Marshalling on the night (5 helpers needed)
 Selling tickets on the night (3 helpers needed)
 Serving food on the night (4 helpers needed)
 2 helpers for putting up posters and signage
 Selling sweets and toys on the night (3 helpers needed - if you have children who have left
the school in previous years, they may like to do this)
 Matched Funding – does your employers operate this scheme to help us earn some easy
money?
Please contact Juliette Howard, Vic Gethin, Mia Hancock or Caroline Bridge if you can help in any
way. Alternatively there is a sheet at the main office for you to add your name.
Thank you very much from The Fireworks Committee.
Open Morning and Evening
We will be holding an open morning at 9:15am and an open evening at 6:00pm on Wednesday 18th
October. There will be a brief talk by Mrs Bartlett and then the opportunity to see round the school
(guided by one of our older pupils).
Please spread the word to neighbours or friends who might be interested in joining our school.
Although mainly aimed at children due to start Year R in September 2018, anyone interested in
joining our school is more than welcome. If anyone is not able to make these times, please talk to
the School Office who will be pleased to arrange a mutually convenient appointment.
Local Traffic
Thank you to the majority of parents who drive carefully, park courteously and manage the local
traffic with due care and attention. This is really appreciated.
As you are aware the school is on a narrow lane, which can become very busy at drop off and
collection times. Kirstie Green from the Hampshire School Travel Team will be visiting our school
next week to look at the start and end of the day, including our WOW scheme, to see if she can offer
any advice as to what we can do to ensure our children are safe as they arrive and leave school.
Please watch the newsletter next week for any advice she is able to give us.
.
GOVERNOR NEWS
There was a meeting of the Full Governing Body at the school on Tuesday night. We welcomed our
new clerk, Jill Hills; a new Foundation governor, Mrs Suki Coe, and of course our new headteacher!
Amongst other things, governors discussed:
 Many important policies
 Safeguarding
 Health and safety
 Changes to assessment practices
 Staffing for next year

Please note that all Governing Body minutes are always available to view and are kept in a file in the
front entrance.
MESSAGE BOARD
Operation Christmas Child
This is a well known scheme run by ‘Samaritans Purse’ which delivers shoeboxes to children all over
the world at Christmas time. We have attached an information sheet but if you would like more
information, please visit their website:
https://www.samaritans-purse.org.uk/what-we-do/operation-christmas-child/
If you would like to put together a shoe box, please bring it into the school office (along with the £5
donation) and will we arrange to take all shoe boxes collected to a local drop off point. We will also
be putting together a few shoe boxes as a school so if you would like to donate an item or two to go
in a shoe box (or some money to go towards the £5 donation), please bring it into the School Office.
All shoe boxes must be in school by Friday 3rdNovember.
Head Lice
Unfortunately we seem to be having reports, on a weekly basis, that head lice are
STILL WITH US. Please can we ask that you check (and treat if necessary) your
child’s hair as a matter of routine and do let your child’s teacher know if you have
found either the nits (eggs) or the head lice in your child’s hair so that they can be on
their guard. May we remind you that the school policy/rule is that all shoulder length hair is tied back
securely at all times.
We have some nit combs in the School Office (new), which are very effective. If you would like one,
please come and ask.
Vacancies
Our caterers HC3S are looking for a Mobile Cook/Supervisor 27.5 hours a week. If you are
interested please contact Debbie Razza on: 07718 974744 (HC3S)

COMMUNITY INFORMATION
ACTIVITIES: 7th – 13th October 2017
School
Monday 9th

Tuesday 10th
Wednesday 11th
Thursday 12th

Church
Sunday 8th Oct

Year R and 1 French Club 12:25pm
Monday Funday 2:00pm – 3:00pm
Brass/Woodwind lessons with Mr. Crouter 3.00-3.30pm
Year 3 – 6 Football Club (if we get enough people sign up) 3:30pm – 4:30pm
Judo Club 8:00am – 8:45am
Year 1, 2 and 3 Multi Skills Club 3:25pm – 4:20pm
Maple Gymnastics Club 3:25pm – 4:25pm
Brass/Woodwind lessons with Mr. Crouter 1:00pm
Piano lessons with Xenia Kasper 9.55am
Years 1 and 2 Multi Skills at Park House School 3.45 – 5.30pm
Holy Communion – Highclere 8:00am
Parish Communion (Sunday Club) – Woolton Hill 9:30am
Matins – Highclere 11:00am
Family Communion and Baptism – East Woodhay 11:00 am
Evensong – Ashmansworth 6:00pm

Advanced Notices
Bonfire Night Saturday 4th November
Christmas Fayre Saturday 2nd December

