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Energy and Climate Change Committee priorities for holding Government to account 

The National Housing Federation is the voice of affordable housing in England. We represent the 

work of housing associations and campaign for better housing. Our members provide 2.5 million 

homes for more than 5 million people.  

To deliver on energy affordability, security, and sustainability, the UK must prioritise reduction of 

energy use in our built environment. UK housing has the second lowest energy efficiency in Europe, 

17% of UK greenhouse gas emissions come from buildings, and over 10% of English households are 

living in fuel poverty. Improving energy efficiency of our existing homes offers the lowest cost 

solution to these challenges and should be a key focus for DECC. 

The Committee is in place to examine the expenditure and administration of policy  and therefore 

has a role in ensuring that policy is cost effective, meeting the UK’s carbon emissions and fuel 

poverty targets at minimal cost to consumers. The most effective route to deliver this is via housing 

associations, which offer an opportunity for cost effective delivery as they leverage in considerable 

funding from other sources and deliver economies of scale. 11% of England’s housing stock is 

managed by housing associations and ownership is highly concentrated (for example the 15 largest 

London housing associations house 1 in 10 Londoners), presenting a simplified route for delivery of 

large scale programmes. 

Ensuring that policy is fair is also key. Policies such as ECO are funded by all bill-payers but are 

problematic for housing associations to access, meaning tenants and leaseholders miss out on 

energy efficiency improvements. There is a role for the Committee to examine how policies deliver 

for all consumers, including the most vulnerable, by ensuring that energy efficiency policy is targeted 

to reduce fuel poverty as well as carbon. 

 

 


